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nor Harriſon in 1710, give the negative in ex terms to tze 
Governor: what then becomes o this, pretended to be a ſtand». . | 
ing, order of 1702 ? T 
268 21 after and add necęſſaty 8 i NIN . 
292 2 3 for Commanders read e err | ; 
316 1 had been a poſt which oft which had been 
322 note (c) | ſubordinate Preſidencies / —— N 
328 laſt line refuſing | ; 12 | : , 
| MARGINAL NOTES. 5 e 
Page 73 for Pigo read Pigot „ 
91 2 _ N e 12 
107 8 5 3 
| R Þ- 8 1. D I 2 
Page 6 line t: for An'waro'dein read Mohammed Alli 
10 8 Timaevelly Tinnavelly 
12 * Decan . Dubaſh 
16 o. XIII, from from Governor Floyer to 
25 11 Nun a Raur Nanzerausz ; : 
note (0) caroo : caroor Or crore. | ; 
27 line 3 from bottom Circars Soucars or Bankers 
* * 28 5 Zulpahur Zulphalur 
33 2 Phaſby Phaſely 
. ditto ditto : 
33 2 | "= 6 
4 I rnu : rnce mM g 
- 5 5 Clangad | Flangad 
27 ditto : ditto * 
36 7 Zulpeher Zul)bakur | N | 
+5; Y Phaſby Phaſely „ e 
3 23 Platy reg ; 5 
| ne Phaſely 
30 * 32 CH Elangad 8 ST 
58 note Mooſtally Mood ally 4 
62 line 3 from bottom ghec hee ö | 
71 10 uſpicion Foden 1 ; 
MARGINAL NOTES. 6 | 
6 diele Ar'waro'dean father of” | OTE 1 
11 for uljanjee read Tuljaujee : 1 5 
27 | 6 1762 2 | 4 
28 b. 1X, Lord Pigot Prefident and Council of Fort St, George . | | 
* 
8 


Hhafr 15. a add this note 


81 . a 

57 1766 1776 810 55 PFF 
Aa PLES) | e S 

16 21 coaft THER 3 J 

10-7 ORE commas communities $55 of OE ns FO PF 3K 

116 7 | juft 6p 8 3 | | 5 

119 | 3 s . | 5 Ms „ 3 

120 7 clained _ claimed 8 | ; 

8 I inhabitonts inhabitants | 89 : 

177 10 EKeſident Refident * 

184 note J. 2 is his | n 

185 line 18 | fo - 25 5 | e 5 

230 note (m) Sud be in page 231 | ” 

243 line 18 Vor does ap does not appear o 


pear 
third &c, &c. &c. Te. De. Ee. third 8 8 
The Commiſſions to Governor Addiſon i in 1708, 3 to Gover - 


— U ˙ —mꝙ.⅛'I 4 


* 

4 
# . A 
-— bo — 
. » 
4 4 2 | 

: _ 

t A 


— — 


4 * 8 „* * 1 * *_ * bt; 4 5 - 4 * 5 A F , * XY 
N | if n. ii EEE, $NOTEG 68 £0 FEES 


THE 3 of Cd the Books 2 dean aten, to which refer- 
ence is made in the following Defence, being long and com- 


plex; to avoid frequent repetitions, they have been cited under 
| ſome leading words of it reſpaſaive titles. 


| * 1 


- a p 


CASE, + means thi Caſe of the Preſident or E FIRE andtof the 
Council of Madraſs, fairly ſtated, with Obſervations and 
Remarks on the Conduct of both Parties, as well as of 
Colonel Stuart. Printed for J. een in reel, 177. 


: * 


EXTRACT, means Extra& of a Lands FER A Gentleman! at Fo ort 
St. George, dated roth Ofober 1776. 


— — * : th » + 4S : * ” 
* - ou us, f * a - * 


JOURNALS, means firſt Report of the select Committee Com- 
mons * vol. xxxiii. p. 792 to 944 both incluſive. 


LETTER, means Letter to the Court of Dire gon from Lady 
Pigot, dated the 1 5th Offqvers 1776. 


NABOB's LETTER, means Letter from Melibmaned Ally Khan, 
| Nabob of Arcot, to the Court of Directors. To which 16 


| annexed a State of Facts relative to Tanjqre, an Ap- 
pendix of Original Papers, Printed for U in the 

* Strand, 1777. ON 5 
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REFERENCES «EXPLAINED. / 


NARRATIVE, means Lord Pigot's Narrative of the late Revolu- 
| tion in the Government of Madraſs, dated the z3th Sept, 

1576 to which are added, Notes of Mr. Dalrymple, and 
8 a Letter from the New Government at Madraſs to the Di- 
rectors of the Eaſt India Company, containing their Ac- 
count of the late Revolution, dated Fort St, gs 24th 
_ 1776. 


ORME, means the Hiſtory of the military Tranſactions of the 

Britiſh Nation in Indoſtan, from the Year 1745, to which 

is prefixed a Difſertation on the Eſtabliſhments made by 

| Mahomedan Conquerors in Indoſtan. Vol. I. edit. 2. 
Printed for John Nourſe, 1775. . 


ORIGINAL PAPERS, mean Original Papers tranſmitted by the 
Nabob of Arcot to his Agent in Great Britain, compre- 
hending the Tranſactions on the Coaſt, down to the 1oth 
of October, 1776. Printed for T. Cadell, in the Strand, 


1777. 


PAPERS, mean Copies of Papers relative to the Reſtoration of the 
| King of Tanjore ; the Arreſt of the Right Honourable 
George Lord Pigot, and the Removal of his Lordſhip from 

the Government of Fort St. George, by ſundry Members 

of the Council, in two vols. Printed in 1777. | 


SECRET REPORTS, mean Reports from the Committee of 
Secrecy, appointed to. enquire into the State of the Eaſt 
India Company. Printed i in 1772, | 


SELECT REPORTS, mean Reports from the Committee ap- 
pointed to enquire into the Nature, State, and Conditio 
of the Eaſt India Company, and of the Britiſh Affairs in the 
Eaſt Iadies. Printed in 1773. : 


8 TANJOR 


" gk REFERENCES EXPLAINED. ©». 


1 TANJORE PAPERS, mean Original Papers relative to Tanjorez  _ 
4 containing all the Letters which paſſed, and the Confer- + «> F | 
ences which were held between his Highneſs the Nabob f 3 

Arcot and Lord Pigot, on the Subject of the Reſtoration f 

Tanjore; together with the material Part of Lord Pigot's | _ 


* 


laſt Diſpatch to the Eaſt India Company; the Whole con 


nected by a Narrative, and illuſtrated with Notes and 3 
Obſervations. Printed for T. Cadell in/the Strand, 1777+ 7 } 

8 — 

N. B. Reference is. made to many Papers in the India Houle. 16 5 - Is 4 
have printed them all would have. ſwollen the volume, already 
too large, to an enormous bulk. Some of the moſt remarkable þ 
are given in the Appendix. 7 VNN TEE? 15 0 4 
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HATEVER were the orders which Lord Pj got carried out 
with Him to Madraſs ; whatever were the ends, which 
vhs Raf ren propoſed to their Selves in ſending his Lordſhip 
thither, certain it is, that for the due execution of thoſe orders, 
for the ſucceſs of thoſe ends, They depended in no ſmall degree 
« upon the ſeaſonable exertion of thoſe peculiar abilities, for which 

* his Lordſhip is ſo juſtly and eminently diſtinguiſhed (a).“ 


At the ſame time, that the Court of Directors pointed out the 
ends They had in view, what They wiſhed io have accom- 
« pliſhed,” They ſuggeſted ſuch means, as appeared to them 
«© moſt likely to be effectual for obtaining the ends propoſed (a). 
What then are the ends which the Company propoſed ; what is 
that, which They wiſhed to have accompliſhed ? What the means 
which the Company ſuggeſted for obtaining thoſe ends? | 


Did Lord Pigot purſue thoſe ends and adopt thoſe means ? 


In the purſuit of thoſe ends, was Lord Pigot baue of any, and 
what illegal exertion of power? 


(a) Theſe are the very words of the Company. in their nana. See 
e vol. i. fol. 20. 


1A . — Did 
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INTRODUCTION. 


Did the men who oppoſed the meaſures adopted by Lord Pigot, 
 npproach 1 nearer to the ends propoſed by the Company, adopt 
Hheaſures more conformadle to the means ſuggeſted dy the Com- 


pany? 


Has the ſelf-created Council of Madraſs been 8 of any, «a 
what i intemperate acts of tyranny and oppreſſion ? 


Conſequence . Theſe ſeem to be ihe only heads of enquiry which would occur to 


of havin — 


a plain man, who ſhould fit down to examine the diſputes between 


* other mas. Lord Pigot and his Council. And to theſe heads, had the ene- 


foreign to the 


: 


Ridiculous 


g mies of Lord Pigot underftood their own intereſt, they would 


moſt ceftainhy have 'confined their Selves. The queſtion, then 
mighthave been confidered as atliſpute between individuals. But, 
enger to collect every thing which could tend to ibflame the minds 
vf the public againſt Lord Pigot, and againſt the unfortunate 
Prince whom it was his duty to reſtore, They have ſet us upon 
making more extenſive reſeitches. In the waywardneſs of their 
cunning, and the blindneſs of their zeal, they have forced upon 
dur view a long concerted plan ofidilodedience to the orders of the 
Company, and of oppoſition to the intereſts of the nation: They 
have compelled us to obſerve, that this is not a private diſpute, in 
which the intereſts of the individual members of the Council 
at Madraſs, are alone at ſtake ; but a public cauſe, on the event 
of which depend the fate of all our poſſeſſions on the coaſt of Co- 
romandel'; the exiſtence, perhaps, of the Eaſt India 5 
and in * the ſtability of our public credit. 


Among the arguments, to which the enemies of Lord Pigot 


— by: de have deſcended, ſome are ſo thoroughly ridiculous, that had they 


— * of 


8 \Loed Pigot. 


the meanin 


_ of the tetm 
Rajadz 


been urged with leſs warmth, or applied with lefs art, They would 
have merited no anſwer whatever, 


. Cavils about In a queſtion of this/Anaguitade, could it have been conceived, - 


C that men would have ! to puerile eriticiſms on words! 
Yet 
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e s d e 
Ye. even to thi is reſource; wan it is, have che entmics of Lord 


RE 


Pigot been driven. The meaning; of the term Raja has been 


warmly d-(eriouſly debated: the rendering o of that term. by the 
term King, bas been held out by the Nabob and his Agent, as 


an artiice, adopted by Lord Pigot,. to dignify a man whom he 
meant to favour. 


firſt time conferred on the Rajah in the treaty of 1762; and the 
er has e called in deriſion - The Oy f Lord OT (5).” 


Could any thing bo childih Ann a aden anſwer, it hs 
be proved from authority, equal at leaſt to that of the Eaſtern 
Agent, that King is the uſual tranſlation of Rajah (c). But were 


it not, Lord Pigot would ſurely have been Juſtified i in adopting me 


ſtile of his Employers: - in all their letters, in all their ann. 
the Rajah. is ſtiled by the Direfors King 4 Tanjare. 


Wich the ſame e of injuring TS Pigot by: placing 5 
Rajah i in a contemptible point of view, the founder of the Rajah's 
family is repreſented as a ſlave, an adventurer: and his acquiſition 
of the kingdom as an.uſurpation. . 


But what is it to Lord Pigot; what is it to the preſent queſtion, 
by whom, or upon whom, the kingdom of Tanjore was firſt be- 
ſtowed? Lord Pigot had nothing te do with the manuſcript re- 
cords of the Nabob (d). Be it that the anceſtors of Tuljaujee were 


(5) See the Nabob's Letter, fol. 21. Tanjore Papers, fol. xiii. 

(c) ** Theſe Indian Princes are called Rajahs, that is Kings,” The Kings of 
« Myſore and Tanjore poſſeſs dominions almoſt ; as large as the Kings of Pruſſia or 
Portugal.“ Orme, p. 25. 

« We do not find, that the Nabobs of Arcot have ever extended EY 1 


«© beyond the borders of the kingdoms of Tritehinopoly, Tunjore, and Myſore to the 
4c ſouth.” Ib. p. 37. 


«« tributary to the Great Mogul, were each of them LET by their own 
« Princess Ib. fol. 38. 


(4) See Nabob's Letter, fol. 20. 
179 + A 2 


It is aſſerted, that the title of King was for the 


2 : 


„The Kingdoms of Tritchinopoly and Tanjore, though | 


flaves 
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Calumnies 
againſt the - 
ounder of 
the Rajah's 
family and 
the Rajah's 
title to the 
throne. 


His family as . 
good at leaſt, 
as that of the 
Nabob. 
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laves of the Royals, Morattoe plunderers, deſcendants of Echo- 
- gee: does he therefore ſtand in a leſs reſpeRable light than the 
Nabob ? What were his anceſtors? Plunderers of 38 
flaves of Sultan Baber, fifth from Timur-bec (e). Be it that the 
Rẽajah holds his kingdom under a grant of Aureng-Zebe: is not a 

gon of rok as — as a grant of Sultan Baber (FJ)? 


And bis an. If indeed the mode of a 8 had been the queſ- 


to his throne 
more honou'- tion Lord Pigot was to decide ; if his conduct were to have been 


bl 
of the Nato influenced by this conſideration ; to whom would the protection 


ee the ee, have ou extended ? 


Hons, | 


Peri "gs 5 did Pertaub Sing, father of the preſent Rajah, obtain the 
ather of the N a 

pony kingdom of Tanjore ? He was called to it by the concurrent voice 
the throne by of the principal men of the kingdom, which o'r reduced to the 


| 3 brink of ruin by the weak adminiſtration of his predeceſſor Sau- 


| neg ori johee (g). Yet this man is branded by the Nabob and his agents, 
kingdom, with the infamous title of Uſurper. As well might our glorious 
Dtaieliverer; as well might the Princes of the Houſe of Hanover, be 
branded with the name of Uſurpers': they too were called to the 


throne by the concurrent voice of the principal men of the 
U e 


” ; 
* 
> C 
4 


1 += And how did An- n Chan, father of 'the preſent Nabob, 
cean, father obtain the Nabobſhip of Arcot ? By the vile aſſaſſination of his 


of the preſent 


Navobikip the guilt and infamy of which were heightened by every cireum- 


and uſſuſlina · 
% was Regent of the kingdom; was the appointed Guardian and Pro- 
tector of Seid Mohammed. In the preſence of that Guardian and 


Protector the unfortunate Prince was aſſaſſinated; at a wedding 


(„) lb. fol, 21. 17, (f) Ib, fol, 22. A 
(g) See Orme, ſol, 107, 108, | b 
feaſt; 


Nabob, ob- ward, of Seid Mohammed, the rightful Nabob. An aſſaſſination, 


oy pertdy  ſtancethat could render it moſt horrible and odious. The alin on 
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| beat at 5 moment ey was paging WD adi of ON 
pen - to that en Guardian and n 12 


But theſe, like the preceding. were ee {5 with which Burwiin oY 
theſe eonſi- 2M 

Lord Pigot had nothing to do. Enough was it for him to know; dens; * Yq 
that Tanjore had been guarrantied by his employers, to the de- wy bd. 


ſcendants of Pertaub- W father of Tohanjes.. 55 . | 4. 
Noris this re W OT car of the ** the e dur 13 
vices of the Rajah, bis political incapacity, his voluptuouſneſs, are eee, — 
held out to public deteſtation. On the illegitimacy of his father, 2 = 
| who is ſignificantly called a natural ſon, a baftard(:) : on the num 3 1 1 
ber of his wives, on the number of his ene the ies agent the Rajah. 4 
dilates with an air of. agar rn W 7» 


In the chaſte purlieus of Leadeahell-ftecet, this may work on- 2 of 
ders; but muſt be heard with contempt by. a man, who reflects, = kein | 
that many wives, and many concubines-are allowed, are recom- I 27 
mended by the laws and cuſtoms of the Eaſt : that there, the diſ- e 


tinction between natural and legitimate children is, by conſequence, 7 
unknown: that children born of inferior (4), and children born of © 


 fuperior wives, are equally legitimate, The wiſe King Solomon 
was the natural ſon of the good King David, and appointed à na- 


tural ſon to ſucceed-him.. The wiſe TY Solomon Und bie wires 
and his concubines. 


« +-28% 


* , 
. : 


wah a enen thas betrays the wealineſs of their wad the Conſulting" 
conduct of the Rajah is meaſured by the ſtandard of Engliſh man- ET roy 3 
ners; and in a country where polygamy i is allowed, and where the P on bis. 1 4 


| ſuperintendence of the Women of the Prince is a poſt of the higheſt e. 


() See Orme, fol. 55—60, 2 
(i) See Nabob's Letter; fol. 22. Tanjore Papers, fol, 9. 


(+) See Orme, fol, 1o8. Pertaub Sing was the ſon of an inferior, with of 
Serbojee, ol | 


truſt 


* 


. TR-05D70U" 05TH 0 'N. 
of truſt and honour, it is urged as a proof of the Rajah's political in- 

capacity, it is imputed to Him as a crime, that his Barrawar is 
conſulted in matters of government ; that his Barrawar recom- 


" mended his own ſiſter to be one of the inferior wives of * 
Prince (/). | 


| Whichis Eaſy would it be, were it indeed of any importance in the 8 
— 994 ſent cauſe, to anſwer the objection: an objection after all, which 
tomvof can weigh only with the man who is a total ſtranger to the cuſ- 
: toms and the manners of the Eaſt, It would be ſufficient to aſk— 
was it ever imputed as a crime to the Emperor of the Othmans, 
5: that his Kiſlar-Aga is conſulted in matters of government; is ex 
; officio, the patron of all eccleſiaſtical preferments ? Would it be 
imputed as a crime, that the Sultan took a ſiſter of the Kiſlar-Aga 
to be one of his inferior wives (m) ? 2 
But the Rajah is voluptuous - be it ſo - better after all would it 
be for this country; better for the intereſts of the Eaſt India Com- 
ys that not Tanjore alone, but all the Carnatic, ſhould be poſ- | 
ſeſſed by an indolent and voluptuous Prince, than governed by a 

man of ſo daring and intriguing a ſpirit as the Nabob of Arcot. 


Atether Vet when it ſuits their purpoſe, this Rajah riſes from the vo- 
. luptuous couch ; ſhakes off his indolence, becomes a Machiavel in 


ing and in- politics, a Marlborough in the field: he intrigues with Hyder 
triguing. P 8 
Ally Khan; direQs the motions of Trimbeck Row; governs the 
Councils of the Dutch and of the Danes; levies troops of his 
© "own; invades the Marawar; ravages the Carnatic ; and keeps the 
_ potent Nabob, and his * more potent protectors, in a ſtate of 


ſeatful ſuſpence “. 


(1) See Nabob's Letter, fol. 34. | 

(m) Kiſlar=Aga, and Barrawar-lignify, not 8 as the Agent 3 
tranſlates the term, but Superintendents of the Women. 

See Nabed's Letter, and Tanjore Papers, paſſim. 


Let 


1 Reer 10% 
Let the opponents of Lord pigot reconcile their own contradic- 
tions, as they can; the character of the Rajah was nothing to 
him; the Rajah—be his character what it may, be he indoſent 
and voluptuous, or bold and intrigying—the el of Gord 
Pigot had ordered Lord Pigot to — | 
Artifices like a. may be visible evtttln <vatie'r vhiy was 
not be juſtified, how far they can be excuſed, by the ſpirit of 
party, let others judge. To us no artifice is wanting. Who 


pleads the cauſe of truth, of injured innocence and honour, has 


87 


dan to ſubmit a x plain unvafvithed! whe to 8 r 


Leaving argument like theſe, the enemies of Lord Pigot' rife to 


ſomething higher; ſomething more worthy of ſerious notice. 
They tell us—That the treaty of 1762 did not extend to the pre- 
ſent Rajah— That, if it did extend to him, it has fince been an- 
nulled by ſucceeding treaties—That the ceſſion of Tanjore to the 


Other more 
ſerious objec-. 
tions al 
againſt the 
reſtoration of 
the Rajah.. 


4 


Nabob was approved by his Majeſty That the reſtoration of the Gs 


Rajah is contrary to his aſſurances, and to the treaty of Paris 


That it was beſides impolitic to reſtore him; becauſe we thereby 


riſked the affections of the Nabob, who has ever been fo ſteadily 
attached to the intereſts of the Engliſh And laftly, that the politi- 


cal ſtate of the Carnatic was concealed from the Company, when 


they iſſued their orders for reſtoring the 9 to "0 throne of 


his anceſtors. 


To all theſe objections, one general anſwer would ſuffice 
For the juſtice, for the policy of the Reſtoration he was not to 
anſwer. It was the Court of Directors; it was the Company, who 
alone were reſponſible for them. Lord Pigot is to anſwer for no- 
thing more than the mode by which he carricd. that meaſure, be it 
good, or bad, into execution. 


Let 


To which 
one general 
anſwer might 

be given, 


Pigot had 
nothing to do- 
with . 
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= 5 Let us, howerer, examine "theſs bee St de 1988 is. 


2 1 Objoin, - The. treaty of ra we are ld did not 1 t6; the Pen 
1563 did not Rajah. Not only it is contended, that the preſent Rajah Tul- 
F jaujee cannot, from the nature of the feudal ſyſtem in India, be 
ak, becauſe included in a guaranty given to his father the Rajah Pertaub 
Sing; but even that “ it never entered into the mind of Pertaub Sing,” 
that his ſon could be included in it: as the election of the ſon was 
evenitual, GERT on the favour of his e lord ()). 
* — I Vos that the fact aſſumed i is not true, Tanjore is not afief; ; 
, it isan hereditary kingdom (o). It is Iubject, indeed, by conven= 
tion, to the payment of a certain tribute to the Emperor of Delhi; 
which tribute is to be colleQed by the Nabob of Arcot. But a 
= tributary kingdom is not, as ſuch, a fief. By a treaty, which Mi- 
chael, predeceſſor of John Sobieſki, made with the Turks, the 
Poles were to pay a tribute to the Porte. Did any man ever con- 
tend, that Poland became by that treaty a fief of the * of the 


Othmans ? 


g 


Were it a But, were wild true, that Tanjore- was a fief, dependent on the 
1 emperor of Delhi, or even on the Nabob of Arcot, what was this 
7205 „to Lord Pigot ? Was it for Him to ſearch into the feudal ſyſtem of 
extendto TIndoſtan ? Was it for Him to decide, whether the grants of a feu- 
* dal Lord were, or were not, confined to the life of the Vaſſal? 

Whether the Lord, on the death of a Vaſſal, had, or had not, the 


power of diſpoſal; whether the election was, or was not, a mere 
admiſſion of the Heir, on certain conditions, on certain preſents, 
_ | paid for the Redemption or Renovation of the fief? Theſe were 

__ oints, on which the lawyers of Indoſtan might deſcant at their 
| leiſure, Sufficient was it for Lord Pigot to know, what his em- 


(#) See Nabob's Letter, fol, 27. N 
(e) Pertaub Sing, father of the preſent Rajah, was the eighth 1 ſucceſſion in 


the dame family — Kings of Tanjore, See Orme, fol, 108. 
ET, , ployers 
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ployere had decided: and well he knew, that not only had it - 


tered into the mind of Pertaub Sing, but into the minds of his em- 
ployers, but into the mind of the Nabob, that the treaty was per- 


petual; that the guaranty was a guaranty, not of the kingdom 


to the individual perſon of Pertaub Sing but, of the Wy to 
that kingdom to. the famiy of * Pertaub FONG. of 


It has been contended, that this treaty of 1962, pe it ever 


to have extended beyond the life of Pertaub Sing, was now an- 


nulled by ſubſequent treaties, made in the years 1769 and 1771. 
But by which of theſe treaties was the treaty of 1762 annulled ? | 


Was it by that of 1769? By this treaty another war was deter- 
mined: to this treaty another power, Hyder Ally, was one of the 


principal contracting parties. What effect can this treaty have then 


on the treaty of 1762 ? If it indeed had any effect, it was to ratify, 
to confirm it : for it includes the Rajah of Tanjore, as one, who 
had always been a friend to the Carnatic. Is it this recognition, 
which implies a revocation of thoſe rights, to which, as a A of 
ws patron the bn was 2 ? 


Was it by the treaty of 1771 ? But to this treaty the ee 
were not contracting parties. Could it therefore operate to annul a 


treaty, to which the Company were contracting parties ? —80 far 


as it did operate, it moſt ſtrongly confirmed the, treaty of 1762. 


For by the treaty of 1771, it was ſtipulated that a certain ſum _ 
ſhould be paid by the Rajah as an indemnification for the paſt neg- 


lect, real or pretended, of the conditions contained in the treaty of 
1762, Now every ſchool-boy knows (p), that when a certain ſum is 
demanded, or a certain act impoſed, as an indemnification for the 


* See Appendix, fol, 30. 
(p) A favourite phraſe of the Author of the Abſtract. 
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paſt negle& of a condition, the party paying that ſum, or per- 


forming that act, is reinſtated in all his other rights. That this 


treaty was ſo underſtood by the Nabob, appears beyond a doubt; 
becauſe, at the time that he was receiving this indemnification for 
the paſt neglect of the conditions of the treaty of 1762, he con- 


tinued to receive, over and above that indemnification, the current 


annual tribute, impoſed by that treaty (). 


How then is it proved, that the treaty of 1762 was annulled ? 
The Prefidency of Madraſs declares it to be annulled—And who 
doubts it? If it were not annulled, their conduct was not to be 
juſtified. They are not however very conſtant to their opinions. 
In the year 1770 they ſay it was annulled by the treaty of 1769 (r). 
But in the year 1771, mutavit mentem populus levis—it was not an- 
nulled: for then they ated, not as principals, but as auxiliaries; 
as guarantees of the treaty of 1762 (5). 


Lord Pigot had too much ſenſe to form his opinion on this im- 
portant queſtion, by the partial conſtruction of an ambitious ally; 
or by the fluctuating interpretations of intereſted Councils. There 
it was he looked far the opinion to which he was to adhere, where 
alone a ſureand certain rule was to be found :—in the deciſion of 
his employers :—and They He knew had determined, that the 
treaty of 1762 was ſtill in force; not abrogated, not annulled, by 


the ſubſequent treaties of 1769 or 1771. 


But his Majeſty approved the taking of the country of Tanjore 
from the Rajah, and the veſting of it in the Nabob of Arcot. 


What proof of ſuch approbation is produced ? A letter from his 
Majeſty to the Nabob. In this letter does his Majeſty congratu- 
late the Nabob on the acquiſition of Tanjore ? Does he ſuppoſe 


(%) See Letter from the Rajah to the Directors. Eaſt India Houſe, 
(r) See Abſtract, fol, 15, (s) See Ib, fol. 26, 


him 
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him to be in poſſeſſion « of Tanjore ? No ſuch thing : He expreſſes 
only « his ſatisfaction, that the Governor and Council of Madraſs 
« had ſent the Company's troops, with thoſe of the Nabob, to re- 
« duce his (the Nabob's) tributary, the Rajah of Tanjore, to obe- 
1 dience (t).“ The letter indeed could not congratulate the 
Nabob on the acquiſition of Tanjore. He was not then in poſſeſ- 


ſion of Tanjore: it was not even ſuſpected in England, that the 


Governor and Council of Fort St. George had formed the moſt diſ- 
tant idea of giving Tanjore to the Nabob. The letter was written 


in April 1772. In the diſpatches which the Company Had re- 


ceived from Fort St. George by the Portland, They were informed, 


that, © in caſe the Rajah ſhould be ſubdued, the integtion of the 
« government of Fort St. George was to reſtore Him, or place ſome | 


other more fit perſon of his family in the government of Tan- 


« jore.” At moſt, it was determined, to leave the revenues of 
the country, ſubject to certain payments, as a depoſit in the hands 


of the Nabob ; and to take the Fort as a depoſit into the hands of 
the Company.— The Portland failed in July 1771. In September 


1771 the Governor and Council of Fort St. George made other 
ſtipulations with the Nabob: and on the gth of October a 


they diſpatched other letters to the Company: But in theſe letters 
« they were entirely ſilent reſpeCting the above ſtipulations :” and 
the Company © received a copy of the treaty of 1771 before They 
were appriſed of the unwarrantable engagements entered into 
* with the Nabob.” The copy of the treaty of 1971 was not re- 
ceived till the 16th of July 1772. His Majeſty's letter we have 
ſeen, was written in April 1772 (u); that is, whileſt his Majeſty, 


as well as the Company, was taught to believe that Tanjore was not 


to be given to the Nabob. By what rule of conſtruction, then, can 
this letter be made to approve the taking of Tanjore from the Ra- 


(e) See We yol, i, fol. 7. | 
(u) For proofs of theſe aſſertions ſee the Cn s Letter, . vol: i. 
' fol, 45 LL 
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jah, and the veſting of it in the Nabob ?- It was the firſt plan, com- 
municated by the Portland, which the Company approved: it was 


that, and Rar alone, which his 18 8 s letter approves. , 


Far be it from us to ſpeak of any act of his Majeſty with diſ- 
reſpect. But, with all that deference which we feel as well as 
owe to every act of Government, let it be obſerved that his Majeſty 
was miſled by the affertion of the Nabob, if He ſuppoſed that, 
either by the laws of Indoſtan, or by the treaty of 1762, the Rajah 
was his tributary, By the conſtitution of Indoſtan, a Nabob is a 
deputy of the deputy of the Emperor of Delhi : the immediate Vice- 
roy is the Soubah: a Nabob is a Governor under the Soubah. By 
the conſtitution. of Indoſtan, the Nabob of Arcot is not the pro- 
prietor, he is only the collector, of the tribute to be paid by the 
Rajah of Tanjore. It is fo declared in the treaty of 1762. Sup- 
poſe a Prince to pay tribute to England; ſuppoſe the charge of col- 


lecting that tribute to be committed to the Viceroy of Ireland—to 


The letter 
roves on 
mr CT. 
fion of the A 
ment o 
= tribute 
not the ſtrip- 
ping the Ra- 
55 of his 
ngdom. 


1 
aken from 


Ries Majeſty's 


' 


whom would the Prince be a tributary ?. to the en or to the 
Tony” 


But allowing the Rajah of Tanjore to have become by the treaty 
of 1762 tributary to the Nabob of Arcot, to what obedience could 
his Majeſty allude ? To the obedience, which the Rajah ſtipu- 
lated to pay in the treaty of 1762: to the obedience due from a 
tributary ; that is, to the punctual payment of his tribute. And 


will it be contended, that it is one and the ſame thing to compel 


a Prince to pay tribute, and to ſtrip him of the kingdom from 
which that tribute is to be drawn? Is it one and the ſame thing, 
to compel the Rajah of Tanjore, to furniſh his proportion to the 
defence of the Carnatic, and to leave him no part of the Carnatic 
to defend ? 


With an air of triumph we are told—that “his Majeſty has 
« been graciouſly . to ſend an Envoy with plenipotentiary 
« powers 
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40 powers to the Nabob of the Carnatie: that « by thus recog · 
« nizing his claims to all the rights of an ally, his Majeſty has, in 
% manner, pledged himſelf and the nation for the ſecurity «Ry his. 
6 55 Nabob's) pcſeſions, and the ſupport of his AE ( Ny” . 


The gentleman who has ſince avowed iy he furniſhed mate- 
rials for this performance, though he adopt the modeſt tile of an 
Agent, is ſaid to be an Envoy with plenipotentiary powers. Where 
he learned his code diplomatique, where his law of nations, I will 
not take upon me to determine. If his Majeſty have pledged his 
Self, and his nation, for the ſecurity of the poſſeſſions and for the 
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Miniſter Ple- 


nipotentiary © , 
to the Nabob, 


Anſwer. 
This does 
not imply an <8 
alliance, 
muchleſsa © 
8 of 
e Ally's 
poſſeſfons.” a 


ſupport of the authority of the Nabob: it is indeed, only in a man- 


ner; in a manner unintelligible to any but an Eaſtern Agent. 


Where did this Agent learn, that barely to ſend a Miniſter is to 
recogniſe the claims of the Power, to whom that Miniſter is ſent, 


to all the rights of an ally? — Was no Miniſter ever ſent to com- 


plain of injuries? to demand fatisfaction? to declare war ?P—Are 
theſe recognitions of a claim to all the rights of an ally? Where 
did He learn, that the Prince, who acknowledges an ally, pledges 
his Self and his people for the ſecurity of the poſſeſſions, and for 
the ſupport of the authority of that ally? Dangerous indeed would 
it be to form an alliance, if every ally muſt be defended in all his 
| poſſcſhons, againſt all n 


But allowing, for the ſake of argument, that to ſend a Miniſter 
was to recognize the claims of this Nabob, to all the rights of an 
ally; and that this recognition was, as our eaſtern Agent ſuppoſes, 
the ſame thing, as to guaranty his poſſeſſions; to what poſſeſſions 
muſt fuch guaranty be extended? To thoſe only, I ſuppoſe, which 
he then had. And what did it appear to his Majeſty were the poſ- 
ſeflions of the Nabob when this Envoy was ſent ? Whatever they 


might be, the country of Tanjore was not among them, This in- | | | 


(y) See Nabob's Letter, fol. 20. | 
terpreter 
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terpreter of treaties, will not ſurely contend, that the King is 


bounden, by virtue of the miſſion of a Miniſter, with plenipoten- 


tiary powers, to defend all the poſſeſſions, which his mighty ally 
may acquire, at whatever period, by whatever means, from what- 
ever of the Princes of Indoſtan. 126 


But neither on theſe points had Lord Pigot any room to debate : 


on theſe points his employers had decided; they had decided in 


concurrence, at they tell us, with his Majeflys Miniſters, that the 
Rajah, on paying his tribute, and complying with certain condi- 


tions, ſhould be reſtored to, and protected in, the peacenble en- 


Joyment of the throne of his anceſtors, 


Nor has it been thought ſufficient ſo indecently to trifle with 
the name of his Majeſty, and with the faith of the nation: but the 
interference of foreign powers muſt be invited to ſupport the uſur- 
pation of the Nabob of Arcot. Tanjore, we are told, © is a 
« part of the Carnatic, and n. guarantied to the Nba by 
the treaty of Paris (z).“ 


Short as this paragraph is, it contains a great deal; it contains 


two very capital miſtakes. For it ſets out by ſuppoſing, that Tan- 


jore now is, and then, at the time of making the treaty of Paris, 


was, not only a part of the Carnatic, but a country over which the 


Nabob of Arcot now has, and then had, a right of exerciſing a 
direct, and immediate juriſdiction. 


Nou ſo far is this from being a true ſtate of the caſe, that in the 
very ſame papers we learn, that Tanjore was always governed by 
its own Princes, by its own native princes, till it was conquered 
by Echogee : that from that Epoch, till the preſent uſurpation of 
the Nabob—that is, till fourteen years after the treaty of Paris—it 


(x) See Tanjore Papers, fol, xv. 
has 
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has been governed by the deſcendants of Echogee (s). A ell 
therefore might the Emperor lay claim to Hanover, becauſe it is @ 


part of the empire, as the Nabob may lay claim to Tanjore, becauſe 
it is a part of the Carnatic. 


Thus much for the firſt miſtake. No leſs capital is the ſecond : 


perhaps it is leſs pardonable. Who that has read the treaty of 


Paris can ſay that it guaranties Tanjote to the Nabob? So far from 


16 


Nothiog is 
uarantied to 
the Nabob by 
the treaty 
Paris. 


it, no part even of his then undiſputed poſſeſſions are by that 


treaty guarantied. The treaty ſays only, “that in order to pre- 
« ſerve future peace on the Coaſt of Coromandel, and Orixa, the 
« Engliſh and French ſhall acknowledge Mohammed Ally Khan 
&« for lawful Nabob of the Carnatic, and Salabad Jing for lawful 
« Soubah of the Decan (5).” This Agent, Miniſter” with plenipo- 
tentiary powers from the Nabob, interprets treaties, I ſuppoſe, by 
ſome Aſiatic rule: ſureI am, he interprets them by a rule, un- 
known to Europeans. The treaty ſays—What ?—We acknow- 
lege this man to be lawful Nabob of the Carnatic. This at moſt 
was acknowledging, that he was lawful poſſeſſor of the countries 
which he hen held; and Tanjore he did not then hold. Tanjore 


we have ſeen, he had but a year before, declared by a ſolemn - 


treaty, to be the country of another Prince; ſubject only to the 


payment of a ſtipulated tribute. The treaty does not guaranty 


either the payment of this tribute, or any other right or poſſeſſion 


of the Nabob. It ſimply recognizes them But what ſays our in- 


terpreter ? By ſo doing you take upon you to guaranty bis poſſeſ- | 


ſeſſions, actual or eventual. Almoſt every ſtate in Europe is. gua- 
rantee of the ſucceſſion to the crown of Great Britain to the Houle 
of Hanover. Did ne man ever thence conclude, that every ſtate 


(a) See Tanjore Papers, fol. 8. 
(3) See Treaty of Paris, art. xi, The Agent of the Nabob has 8 
omitted the laſt part of this artiele — becauſe it recogniſes the dependence of the Na- 


bob on the Soubah of the Decan, For the lawful Soubah of the Decan is the lawful 
ſuperior of the Nabob of Arcot. 


im. 
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in Europe is to take arms in our defence, if any power attempt to 
wreſt from the crown of Great Britain, the minuteſt poſſeſſion 


which then did, now does, or hereafter by any means may, be- 
long to ny 1 


Nerdid the I T would not offend ; but the extent and the meaning of the treaty 
or Parie, was not perhaps better known to the Agent of the Nabob 


parties ſup · 


Ede 0 than to the Courts of London and Verſailles. This treaty was 
| the Nabob. ſigned in 1763. In 1762 the country of Tanjore had been gua- 
rantied by the Engliſh to the Rajah of Tanjore. Did the contract- 
ing parties to the treaty of Paris reſcind the treaty of 1762? Is there 
a ſingle phraſe in the treaty of Paris, that can be conſtrued fo as to 
imply an opinion on their part, that Tanjore was, in the ſenſe it is 
here pretended, a part of the Carnatic ? But this is not all.—In con- 
ſequence of the treaty of Paris certain places on the Coaſt of Coro- 
mandel were to be reſtored to the French. Among theſe was Ca- 
rical with its ancient diſtricts. They had been granted by former 
Rajahs of Tanjore to the French, on condition of their paying to 
the Rajahs and their ſucceſſors an annual tribute, une redevance 
annuelle. During the courſe of the war theſe diſtricts had been 
taken, either by the Engliſh, or by their ally the King of Tanjore. 
At the concluſion of the peace Mr. Law de Lauriſton was appointed 
on the part of the French to receive them back again ; and Mr, 
Ruſſel, on the part of the Engliſh, to reſtore them. During the 
whole courſe of this negociation, which laſted near a month, not a 
ſyllable was ſaid about the right of the Nabob to the country of 
Tanjore; no application was made to Him or his Miniſters. On 
the contrary, the Engliſh demanded that the French ſhould «© ac- 
„knowledge the King of Tanjore to be the only true and rightful 
« Prince of that country” —* that they ſhould not aſſiſt any tributary 
« or dependent on the King of Tanjore's government, in rebellion 
« or oppoſition to the King's claims and orders“ —* That they 
*« thould not interfere with the managers or management of the 


4 Circars affairs, but in caſe of any complaints ſhould apply to the 
| : « King 


— 
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« King for redreſs" That the ſame. annual: tribute ſhould, be 
paid by the French to the preſent Rajah, as had been paid to 
« the Rajah his predeceſſor. To all theſe demands the Frenck 


conſented, with a ſaving only in the article of tribute. The Ra- 


jah They acknowledged to be the only true and rightful Prince of 


that country: the tribute They conſented to pay * if the King of 


« Tanjore ſhould demand it (e). And ſhall we, after this, be told, 


that Tanjore is a part of the Carnatic, and therefore guarantied to 
the Nabob by tbe gear of Facial | 1 


Were it Tir to cite the treaty of Paris ; 5 were it politic. to invite 
the interference of foreign powers; were it true, that any thing \q4 
was guarantied to either of the contending parties by that treaty ; 


we ſhould have a right to reclaim it in behalf of the Rajah. If the . 

| Carnatic was guaranticd, it was guarantied in its then ſtate: fo _ 
the Rajah Tanjore; Arcot to the Nabob. The Soubah of the Decan . 
might reclaim it, and call on the high contracting powery: to re 


dure his deputy the Nabob to W f 

But it was impolitic, we are told, to reſtore the Rajah of Tan- 
jore, becauſe you thereby riſked the affections of the Nabob, 
whoſe father and whoſe ſelf have ever been fo ſteadily attached to 
the intereſts of the Engliſh. In fighting the Sattler of the Engliſh, 
we are told, the father of the Nabob loſt his life. The preſent 
% Nabob,” we are told, © ſucceeded his father in his afeaion for 
" the Engliſh, as well as in his re 0 


In fighting hes battles' of the Engliſh 1 aaa Khan, 
rnb to the enn Nabob, died in aghting his own battles. He 


(0 See the net of the Preſident 5 Council at Fort 'St, 98 in 


tion of the 
Rajah riſked 
the affeQions | 


of the Nabob . 


whoſe father 
died in fight- 
ing our bat- 
tles and whoſe 
= has al- 
ways been at- 
5 to us. 


dheir military and ſecret departments, relative to the places reſtored to the French 


in conſequence of the treaty of Paris, commencing in 1 and rey in May 
1765. India Houſe, 


(% See Original Paper Letter from the Nabob. 
+.C 


died 


18 INTRODUCTION, 


| Nd Ted died at the battle of Amoor, fighting in defence of murther and 


bio own bat- uſurpation ; in defence of that, which it was a difhonour to the 
. Engliſh nation to ſupport. He had cauſed, or at leaſt was on rea- 
— ſonable grounds ſuſpected to have cauſed his lawful Prince, his 
pupil to be aſſaſſinated in his own prefence, at a wedding- feaſt. 
He had impoſed on Nizam-ul-Muluck, and by falſe pretences had 
obtained a commiſſion for the Nabobſhip of Arcot. Deteſted by 
the relations of the murthered Nabob, he ſaw Chundafaheb ad- 
vancing to avenge the murder: he ſaw him ſupported by the 
French, and he called on the Engliſh to fight his battles, to ſupport 
his cauſe. And it was by the arms of his own enemies, Chun-- 
daſaheb and Mirzafajing ; enemies raiſed up againſt him by uſur-- 


pation (f): it was in bghting his own battles: that at laſt. he fell. 


ch * * | And what proofs 5 Mohammed Ally 1 tie reſent Nabob, 


the — given of his edtion to the Engliſh ? We ſhall fee in the courſe of 
Eogliſh, the ſucceeding narrative. There on the one hand, we ſhall ſee,. 

the troops of the Engliſh marching with the armies of this affec- 

tionate ally ; fighting his Battles; regaining his Country; defend- 

ing his Authority againſt all who oppoſed it. There on the 

other hand we ſhall ſee this affeQionate ally unwilling to pay them 

the money He had promiſed for their expences; we ſhall ſee him 
prevaricate ; we ſhall ſee him forfeit. the friendſhip and protection | 


of the Commander of the Engliſh troops C0. 


His attach- Allow for a moment, that grown wiſer by defeat, he attached 

| +" nd his Self to the only ally, who was able, or inelined to diſperſe the 
is Ks troops, and ſubdue the allies of Chundaſaheb; or to reſtore this 
| affectionate ally to his dominions, and protect him in the enjoy- 
ment of them: ſhall this man boaſt, that he was defending our 

cauſe, that he was fighting our battles : when in fact he was fight- 


0) See Orme, fol. 52129. (e) Ib. fol. 148151, 
ing 
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iog pro ſuis Aris, pro ſuit Focis ? When in fact, at the very time 
our troops were bleeding in his defence, he was making private 
treaties with the Indian Princes; ceding territories, wit haut the 
participation of the Engliſh, which had been preſerved by Engliſh. 
arms; and thereby bringing on his Self and on his allies, new ene- 


mies, more dangerous, and more obſtinate, than thoſe, from 


whom by theſe very allies he had been ſaved (4). 


But the political ſtate of the Carnatic was concealed from the 
Company, when They iflued their orders for EET W 
to the bene of * anceſtors. | 

ene aſſertions may be made with oldie : And has any « one 
circumſtance been produced in ſupport of this aſſertion? Has any 
one circumſtance been produced, which was at that time con- 
eealed from the Company, and which, afterwards made known to 
Lord Pigot, could have juſtified him in mitigating orders full and 
preciſe; given upon matureſt deliberation ; approved by the Mi- 
niſters of the King; conformable to the policy adopted by the 


Company ever ſince they acquiged ſuch ample poſſeffions on the 


1888 
he ſtate of 
the Carnatic 
concealed 
from the 
Company. | 


Anſwer, 

No proof 
given of this 
aſſertion. 


Coaſts of Coromandel? Has any one circumſtance been produced, 


that could have even juſtified Lord Pigot in procraftinating orders, 
which he was directed to carry into immediate execution ? 


Much indeed has been ſaid againft the policy of reſtoring the 
Rajah. Shamefully has the credulity of the public been abuſed in 
repreſenting the reſtoration to be a ſcheme, which originated with 
Lord Pigot; and the keeping of Tanjore and of Arcot in the hands of 
ſeparate Princes, to be a new policy, firſt adopted by Lord Pigot. 
The policy is not new: on this ſubje& the opinion of the Eaſt India 

Company, and of the beſt and ableſt of its ſeryants has, for rol 


(5) He ceded Tritchinopoly and its dependencies to the King of Myſore, with- 
out of the participation of General Lawrence, See Orme, fol. 244. 


+C2 teen 


To keep 
Tanjore and 
Arcot ſepa · 
rate bas al. 
ways been 

the policy of 
the Eaſt India 
Company. 


teen years, been inyariably the ſame. WitH Lord Pigot the policy, 
be it good or bad, did not originate. It was firſt adopted by 
Mr. Saunders; to whoſe ſagaeity in diſcerning, and indefatigable 
application and perſeverance in purſuing the true intereſts of the 
Eaſt India Company, that Company owes perhaps its preſent ex- 
iſtence. It was under his government, that the firſt treaty was 
ſet on foot, for terminating the Myforean war. The bafis of that 
treaty, the preliminary, from which nothing could tempt Mr. 
Saunders to depart, was the acknowledgment of Mohammed Ally 
2 Nabob of the Carnatic, and the gwaranty of Pertaub Sing, father 
of the preſent Rajah, in the peaceable poſſeſſion of the kingdom of 
Tamjore (i). The ſame policy has been purſued in a later inſtance 
and by another Governor; by Mr. Dupre, in his treaty with Hy- 
der Ally Khan, ſo late as the year 1769 (4). Nor have the adver- 
faries of the Rajah, or of Lord Pigot, produced a ſingle circum- 
ſtance, which ſhould induce the Company to recede from this 


policy. 


Areriew of On this point the reader will be able to form his own judgment 
2 the prtatipe! from a ſhort—and we will take only a ſhort—review of the princi- 
of the ene. pal tranſactions in the Carnatic, from the acceſſion of Pertaub 
Sing, father of the preſent Rajah, and of An'waro'dean, father of 


the preſent Nabob. 


' andelue- From this review another advantage will be derived. The rea- 
ders given to der will be better enabled to underſtand the true ſpirit of the orders, 
ret, for the ſuccefsful execution of which be Company depended ſo much 
on % the peculiar abilities of Lord Pigot:“ becauſe the reader will 
thereby be enabled to form to his Self a juſt idea of the ſituation of 
the Carnatic, at the time thoſe orders were iſſued. The meaning 
of a political order, of an order of government, muſt be collected, 
not from the bare warns alone, but from the circumſtances which 


60 See Orme, fol. 257. (4) See Firſt Secret Report, fol. 8. 
lead 
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lead to it ; from the object which it has i in view, from the deen 
plan and cl of the government. * pun TI 


»þ.- . 
* 


i] 
- 


| Some advantage LY may be derived from it to his . Ledig: : -and fer bly. 
his character will be ſet in a proper point of view. For here we LY = 
ſhall unavoidably be led to ſay ſomething of the former merits of = 9 
Lord Pigot. What is ſaid on this head ſhall be ſhort, but ſhall be au- 
thentic.—We will not refer to papers, fabricated for the preſent ous A 
purpoſe: | to ſuppoſed conferences, to ſecret tranſactions ®: much ifi 
leſs will. we refer to manuſcripts in a language which the reader ' n MF 
knows hot; in poſſeſſion of a man with whom he can have 'no 
communication (/). All We venture to advance, ſhall be authen- 
ticated by facts known to the public ; or by documents to which © +» 
every man may have acceſs. Nor will We, to give conſequence 
to the noble Lord, whem we defend, miſquote or ſuppreſs; We 


will not reprefent him as a/one included in N _ 
others have borne an equal part (n. 


a. ö 
— 


It is now near a century, that the Gy 8. of the preſent Raja & 2 he 
has been ſeated on the throne of Tanjore (2). About the year Peracb doing 


1742 Saujohee, ſon of Serbojee, a Prince whoſe weak adminiſtra- agg ofthe 
tion had well nigh ruined his country, by the general ny * 


® Quz ſine teſte gerunt, quorum nox conſeia ſola eſt. 

(1) See Appendix to the Nabob's Letter fol. 179-—20 & paſfim : where we are 
pleaſantly enough referred to manuſcripts in the Jefeffion of the- Nabob, in ſupport ® 
of almoſt all the very few facts, which are cited in that declamatory performance. | 

() To intereſt the nation in the cauſe of an ally, as the preſent Nabob is called, 
by his Agent, as it were excluſively, and by way of diſtinQion, he is repteſented-av 
the only Indian Prince included in the treaty of Paris. In the ſame article however, 
another Indian which has a better right to the title of Prince in the very ſame terms 


as the Nabob, and that Indian the lawful ſuperior of the Nabob,See Appendix 
to Nabob's Letter. See Treaty of Paris, Art, XI. 


(=) Orme, fol. 108, 
9 8 by 
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of the principal men of the Kingdom was depoſed; and by the 


ſame concurrence, his brother Pertaub sing. father of the .preſent 
Rajah, was called to the throne (?). 


"In che * 7740. the Preſidency of Fort St. David's - ſeduced 
by the falſe accounts of interpreters, and other intereſted perſons; 
affected by the pathetic: relation, which the depoſed Rajab gave of 
his misfortunes; influenced by his aſſurances, that a ſtrong and a 
numerous party was. ſtill attached to him, and ready, on the firſt 
appearance of ſupport, to take up arms in defence of his rights; 
but above all determined by the offers of conceflions, which he 
promiſed to the Company, and of private emoluments, which he 
held forth to their Selves—took a reſolution of reinſtating the de- 


poſed Rajah. The price which Saujohee was to pay, was the 


ceſſion of the fort and territory of Devi Cotah to the Company, 
and the payment of all the expences of the war, if it proved 


ſucceſsful, 


In conſequence of this agreement it was determined to begin 
the war by the conqueſt of Devi Cotah. But the expedition ſeems | 
to have been undertaken without a ſufficient knowledge of the 


ſi tuation of the country, or of the ſtrength of the Prince they were 


to attack. The force appointed ſeems to have been inadequate, 
Unexpected hurricanes impeded the operation of the army, and 
ſtranding the veſſels, 'deprived it of the aſſiſtance and co-operation 
of the fleet, Not a ſingle ſquadron, not a man of rank, .appeared 
on behalf of Savjohee ; whilſt the troops of Pertanb Sing were 
more numerous and better provided than men had been taught to 
expect. Under all thee diſadvantages the army was obliged to 
retreat, without having acquired any honour to 4 Selves, or wang 


advantage to their ally. 


(») See Orme, fol. 108, (p) Ib. fol, 114, * 
Though 
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Though the Preſidency could no longer expect the ſmalleſt affiſt- A' 1 
ance from the partiſans of Saujohee, though all hope of reſtoring _ 4 
him to the throne Was now at an end, yet it was determined to 28 1 Wa 
continue the war. The pretext was the ſame—the deſire of reſtor= _ 
ing one, whom they called an injured Prince, to what they called 
his rights—But:the real motives were changed. The Engliſh Mere 
now aQuated by reſentment, at having been farced to retreat. before eee Th 
the arms of an Indian Prince; by a defire of atchieving ſomething - 
of importance enough to efface this reproach; and by a wiſh of © |, | 
making ſome acquiſition to reimburſe. the expences, which had | ae MLS 
already been incurred (7. | 


Devi Cotah was.a ſecond time. attacked, by a force, better ap E 
pointed and more adequate to the enterprize. The ſucceſs cor> againſt Be, 
reſponded with the preparations, . But-it was- ſoon perceived that _ — 17 


any farther attempts againſt the Kingdom of Tahjore would. be CA Fora... . 
attended with difficulties, to which the force of the Engliſh was by Sing- 

no means equal. Satisfied therefore with this reparation to the 
honour of the Engliſh arms, and with the adyantages gained to 
the Company by the capture of Devi Cotah, all thoughts of re- e 
ſtoring Saujohee were abandoned; and a treaty made with Pert ab 
Sing, who ceded to the Eaſt India Company for ever the. fort of £ 
Devi Cotah, with as much land as would produce an annual in- 
come of gooo pagodas; engaging to reimburſe the expences of 
the war, and to grant a penſion to Saujohee. The Company on 
their part ſtipulated, that they would be anſwerable for the perſon 
of Savjohee, that he ſhould never more diſturb the. Kingdom of 7 
Tanjore by his pretenſions to the throne (. 


To conceſſions, thus liberal, Pertaub Sing was not induced 5 2 
the fear he entertained, either of the arms of the Engliſh, or of the wazdeter- - 


party of Saujohee. But it was important to him to get rid of thia — 9 1 
. | the Carnatica; , 


| (7) See Orme, fol, 112, (r) Ib. fol. 118. | 
pretender : 
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| pretender and his abettors, in order to be at full liberty to provide 
againſt other dangers, to which his kingdom might be expoſed 
by other events, which, happening but a few days before, had 


a ſpread univerſal conſternation through the whole coaſt of Coro- 
mandel (s), 


To underſtand theſe events it will be abut to look back t to 
what had paſt ſome years before in the Carnatic. | 


— 9 Before the Carnatic was conquered . the Great Mogul, the Mo- 
8 rattoes were in poſſeſſion of ſeveral fortreſſes and territories in the 
country. Retreating from before the arms of the Moors, they ſti- 
pulated to receive annually a portion of the revenues, as a recom- 


| 5 pence for the poſſeſſions which they relinquiſhed (). 


Aud of the Since the dreadful incurſion of the Perſians under Thamas Kouli 
the eonſtity- Khan, the conſtitution of the Mogul empire has been daily de- 
: — clining. The Soubahs or Viceroys have been ſeen to maintain their 
pire- Selves in their governments, and to appoint Nabobs and deputies 
under them, without the conſent, and even againſt the Will of 
the Emperor of Delhi. The Nabobs, on their part, aiming at 
the ſame independence, have been likewiſe ſeen to keep poſſeſ- 
Gon of their reſpective governments, in oppoſition both to the Sou- 
bah and to the Emperor. Among the moſt powerful and conſe- 


quently the leaſt dependent of theſe, was the Nabob of Arcot (u). 


. In the year 1732 Nizam-ul-Muluck was Soubah of the Decan - 
Nabob of and Doaſt Ally, the adopted fon of Sadatulla, ſacceeded to the 
| 3 ogg Nabobſhip of Arcot. But his acceſſion was not confirmed either 

rattoes and by the Emperor or by the Soubah. Neither he nor his predeceſſor 


ee ul- 


Meleck, condeſcended to pay the accuſtomed tribute to the Morattoes. His 


(s) See Orme, p. 35. 37 (t) Ib. p. 118. | (A) Ib. P. 41. 
| | acceſſion 
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| aeceiion therefore was * with a Jealouit a6, both: ths the $oubah er 


Maoxattoes and OY the pang f f BE 905 fo 


Other We e ne to base the” jeatouly * 4 

one and of the other. As'-inattentive as Doaſt Ally ſhewed his 
Self to the Soubah, as back ward as he was in acquitting the tri- 
bute he was to pay; juſt as attentive was he to enforce obedience - 
from the Princes, who were in any degree ſubordinate to him, juſt 
as is. e in nn the tributes he v was to receive. 


The Kingdoms of Tritchinopoly, and | Taxjcre were Gilbert 

not to the Nabob of Arcot, but to the Great Mogul: the care 
only of levying the tributes of theſe countries was intruſted to the 
Nabob of Areot. The death of the King of Tritchinopoly in 1736 
was followed by diſputes between the Queen and a Prince of the 


_ 


— hatred” 
the ſeizune 
Tritchin- 


royal blood, which furniſhed Doaſt Ally with a pretence of ſend- 


ing an army: the avowed Deſign was to reſtore the tranquility, the 
real Deſign to get poſſeſſion, of the country. The army was com- 


— 


manded by his ſon Subder Ally, and one of his ſons-in-law Chun- 


daſaheb, In his march to Tritchinopoly Chundaſaheb ſtopt at 


Pondicherry; and there laid the firſt foundation or an intimate 


connection with the French government. By intrigues, of which. 


the detail would here be uſeleſs, Subder Ally and Chundaſaheb 


got poſſeſſion of the capital and Kingdom of Tritchinopoly. 


Subder Ally, returning to his father, left Chundaſaheb to | a 


theſe new acquiſitions (x). 


The reſentment. of Nizam-ul-Muluck againſt the family 0 
Doaſt Ally increaſed with this inereaſe of their power. Unable 
from the precariouſneſs of his own ſituation, and from the number of 
his other enemies, to reduce this Nabob to obedience, he called 
the Morattoes to his aid. An army of ten thouſand Morattoes in- 


(x) See Orme, fol. 37-39. 
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INTRODUCTION. f 
Ad the Carnatic in che year 1740: a battle d, in rhich 


Doaſt Ally, and Hoſſan Ally his youngeſt ſon, loſt their lives. His 


eldeſt ſon, Subder Ally, took refuge in Velore: Chundaſaheb, by 
contrived delays, kept aloof fram the field of battle; and, after the 
defeat of the Nabob, returned to Tritchinopoly (). 


Doaſt Ally was no more, the Morattoes made a treaty with 
his ſon: Subder Ally, who: aſſumed the title of Nabob of Arcot. 
The oſtenſible conditions were, that the Morattoes ſhould: quit the 
Carnatic, on the Nabob's engaging to pay, by certain inſtalineats, 


ten millions of rupees: the ſecret: article! was, that the Nabob 


In conſe- - 
uence of 
at treaty 
they take 
Tritchinopo- 
ly, and im- 
wn the 
abob' re- 
fractory Go- 
vernor, 
hundaſa- 
heb, 
Subder Ally 
is murthered 
his bro- 
ther-in-law 


' ſhould e them to return and roldghes eee, * 


They c am wind the ood of the year; and in 
the month of March following became maſters of Tritchinopoly 
and of the perſon of Chundaſaheb; whom they: carried off with 
them, and confined in a ſtrong fort in the neighbouthood of Sat- 


tarah their metropolis (o); with a view of obtaining a ranſom, as 


wee as the reputation ob _ wealth had taught chem to peer. 


By the impriſonment of Chundaſaheb at ſuch a diſtance from the 


Carnatic, Subder Ally found his Self rid of one enemy: the ceſ- 


ſion of Tritchinopoly had converted the Moratoes, another ene- 


my, to friends and allies. The reſentment of Nizam-ul- Muluck 


Seid Mobam- 


med made 


Nabob of Ar- 


was all which he conceived he had now to apprehend. But in this 
he was miſtaken. For whilſt, by various pretences, he was en- 
deavouring to conciliate the affection of the Soubah, he was trea- 
cherouſly murthered by Mortiz Ally, nephew to his . — 
huſband to ne of Ner- (6). 


The 88 — bac was foon adult to celinquith, 
the title of Nabob of Arcotz and the Nabobſhip was conferred on 


(3) See Orme, p. 943. = (=) Ib. p. 425 43. 
(©) Ib, p. 43, 44. (5) Ib. p. 44-49. F MN 
cl 
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seid Mohammed, an infant ſon of Subder Ally. The Regeney cot; and An- 


waro'd 


of the country, and the Guardianſhip of the perſon of the infant facher of he 7 


Nabob, were entruſted ton Arranger, 3 An' waro dean, father of the bebe appeiat- | 
preſent Nabob of Arcot (c). 


The fate of Seid Mohammed was equally tragical with that of 
his father. In the month of June 1744, at a wedding; feaſt, in the 
preſence, and by the contrivance of his Guardian. An'waro'dean A 
(father of the preſent Nabob) and of Mortis Ally, the murtherer Mortis 
of Subder Ally, this unfortunate young mah was tabbed oy k _ 
tain of the Pitan Guards (d). | 


It is very | difficult to diſcover 45 ſectets of the Wines of Indof- Proofs of the | 


connivance 


tan. In matters of conſequence Mr. Orme remarks, nothing is of An e - 
committed to writing; or, if eommitted, it is couehed in the moſt . 
equivocal terms. Affairs of great importance, or of great iniquity,. 

are intruſted to an agent of low rank, but great cunning; his cte- 

dentials are general; and, ſpecifying nothing, the agent may be 

eafily diſavowed. Hence the public in Indoſtan, deprived of au- 

thentic evidence, ate left to judge of the aftions of their rulers 

from probable conjectures, from their general characters, and from” 

the advantage Tr may reap by the perpettation of any crime. In 

the preſent caſe, the condv of An'wato'dean was ſcarcely equi- 

vocal. The appearance of Mortiz Ally (the aſſaſſin of the father 

of his pupil) ſo early in his adminiſtration aþ Arcot ; and his own 

acceſſion to the Nabobſhip after the murther of his pupil, were 

deciſive againſt him. Nor could his affected difavowal of all con- 

nection with Mortiz Ally, or the reſentment he expreſſed againſt b 
the whole body of the N diminiſh the general odium (79. 


But having ſecuted che protection of Nizam-ul- Muluck, he was Nizam ul 
by him appointed Nahob of Arcot, edle to maintain his ae points An'- 


0) Set Orine, p, 49==54, (% Ib. 5. 4-57. 00 I». p. PUTT » 
| F D's”: thority, 


waro'dean 
Nabob of 
Pe! | Arcot. 


1746. 


| 3 


dean inimical 
to the Eng- 
lich, and fa- 
yours the 


INTRODUCTION. 


thority, and reduce to obedience thoſe who might be tempted t to | 
diſpute it. There was indeed a man from whom he had much to 


| fear, That man was Chundaſaheb. ' Happily for An'waro'dean, He 


was then a priſoner. It was however poſſible that he might be 
releaſed : it was therefore prudent to provide againſt ſuch an event. 


3 The connection of Chundaſaheb with the French, was no ſe- 


eret; his women, his children, and great part of his treaſures, 
were left at Pondicherry, Under theſe circumſtances it would 
have been ſo natural, it would have been ſo politic, that it could 
ſcarcely have been meritorious in the Nabob, to have attached his 
Self to the Engliſh. But no marks of ſuch attachment did he 
then give. On the contrary, in the war which broke out between 
Great Britain and France in the year 1745, ſoon after the acceſſion 
of An'waro'dean, at the inſtigation of the French, he forbade the 


' Engliſh fleet to act againſt the poſſeſſions of the French in 


the territories of Arcot. He enforced this prohibition by: declar- 
iog, that he town of Madraſs ſhould atone for their diſobedience (J]. 
He had given the molt poſitive aſſurances of obliging the French 
to obſerve the ſame neutrality, and to refrain from all hoſtilities 
on the Engliſh poſſeſſions in Arcot. In vain did the Engliſh call 
upon him to fulfil theſe engagementsz he ſuffered the French to 


attack, to beſiege, to take, Madraſs, without any preparation, 


Makes a ſo- 
cret treaty 
with Monſ. 
Dupleix ; 

the ed 'of 
which in- 
lines him to 


Join the Eng- 


without a fingle menace on his part to reſtrain them (g). 


He had indeed his views. For, by a. private treaty between 
him and the Governor of Pondicherry, it was agreed that the 
town of Madraſs ſhould be given up to him, that he might extort 
a valuable ranſom from the Engliſh (4). But this treaty the Go- 
vernor either could not or would not fulfil. The Nabob, ſtung 
with reſentment, determined to retake Madraſs, and either to 


keep it in his own hands, or to ſel it to his Friends, the Engliſh, as 


He ſhould find it moſt for his advantage. But here again He was 


Y See Orme, p. 61, () Ib. p. 64, 65. and Appendix, fol, 12, 13. 
00) lb. p. 68, 69. | 1 
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INTRODUCTION. f 1 
diſappointed ; and now, for the firſt time learned how: little: mul- - 
titudes can do againſt diſcipline. Nothing then ſeemed left to 
him, but to join the Engliſh. Let neither reſentment at having 
been deceived, nor ſhame at having been defeated, nor even ne- 
ceflity itſelf could induce him to affiſt the Engliſh, in the defence _ 
of Fort St. David's, till they had eng to pay the ae 1 ty 


his army 15 


80 5 was his 3 from wel e this 405 5 tox - But retume 
ture, which it boaſted afterwards, that it melted beneath the -firſt French...” 
ray of French influence. No ſooner did the French hold out "2, ũ 

terms than the few priſoners he had taken were reſtored. His ſon "2 
was ordered to liſten to Dupleix; to wait on him at Pondicherryz, | 3 
to receive preſents from him; to conclude a peace with bims;.t@ ST 5.26 
recall his troops from the. aſſiſtance of his friends the Engliſh (4). I 
But theſe are marks of the attachment of An'waro'dean to the Eng- 
liſh, of his readineſs to. fight their battles, which either by the 
' prudence, or by the modeſty of the preſent. Nabob and his advo- 
F have been carefully ſuppreſſed, 9 5 


The enn, hens which happened about. the time that Per- 2 
taub Sing, father of the preſent Rajah, ceded Devi Cotah, might, ſabeb, who | 
_ Rerhaps, have ſtrengthened: the attachment of An*waro'dean to the 8 8 
Engliſh; might perhaps have determined him, as it did the pre- emer rug 8 
ſent Nabob, to look up to them as.to the only power which could ein te the 
protect him. That event was no other. than the releaſe * Chun- | 
daſaheb from his W , 

Chundaſaheb's alliance and conſanguinity with the family of the Chundaſq--— N 
murthered Nabob, enſured him the affeQions— his reputation a8 4 der 4 
wan and a ſoldier the eſteem and reverence—of- the natives of Ar- Wer. 


cot: added to his wealth, and connections, they ſerved. to unite 


(i) See Orme, p. 72. 79. (4) Ib. p. 84, 85. 
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under him all the other Chiefs of the family of Doaſt Ally. Great 
advantages Mond. Dupleix foreſaw might be derived from favouring 
his pretenſions to the Nabobſhip of Arcot : and this fecured to him 
the aſſiſtance of the French (/). Chance gave him the protection of 
Murzafajing, grandſon of Nizam-ul-Muluck, who, at the head 
of 25,000 men, was diſputing with his uncle Nazirjing the right 
to the Soubahſhip of the Decan ; but who, won by the eloquence, 
and awed by the influence of Chundaſaheb, determined to poſt- 


pone the aſſertion of his own claims, and to ny" his troops... in 
ſupport of the claims of Chundaſaheb, | 


A more formidable competitor to away 'dean could not have been 
found in Indoſtan. His preparations were equal to the ſenſe which 
he entertained of his own danger and of the power of his rival. But 
the event was fatal to the Nabob. The rivals met at Amoor ; 
An'waro'dean was killed. —Thus therefore fell An'waro'dean, He 
fell, not as the preſent Nabob pretends, in fighting the battles of 
the Engliſh, but in fighting his own battles ; in defence of his own 
 dominions. His eldeſt ſon was taken priſoner ; his army routed ; 
and his youngeſt ſon, Mohammed Ally, the preſent Nabob, ſaved 
his Self by flight (n). 


The confternation at the ſucceſs of Chundaſaheb was almoſt as 
great in Tanjore, as among the friends and dependents of An'wa- 
 ro'dean; and was the real motive which engaged Pertaub Sing to 
ſign the treaty for the ceſſion of Devi Cotah. The part which 
Monſ. Dupleix had taken in the revolution at Arcot ; the ſove- 
reignty of eighty-one villages in the neighbourhood of Pondi- 
cherry, given by Chundaſaheb, as the price of that aſſiſtance; 
opened the eyes of the Engliſh to the ambitious views of the 
' French, and inclined them to counterbalance the advantages 
which Chundaſabeb had reaped from the French affiſtance; to 


) See Orme, p. 118121, | (m) Ib. 121129. 
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ol as far as they could aid, the ſon of An' Were deen * nd to 
procure him a yet more ee ION oy Ms co ht 
ſame cauſe the Rajoh of Tanjore. e e 6t ads i717 -< 1 0 


hy the long conteſt, which Gicceeded OR Chundaſaheb/a 15 Pertaub Sing. | 
Mohammed Ally, and in the Myſorean war, which ſuegeeded that ge bi 
conteſt, the Rajah of Tanjore gave the mot uncquivocab marks af. . Sf 
attachment to the Engliſh, and of friendſhip 10 Mohemmeds.” 


A 


ER 
To hiscelyarowel of theſe e it was owing, _— the. Tanjor: de 


ſiege of the capital of Tanjore was one of the firſt objects of Chun- Gran hed 5 4 
daſaheb. The Rajah, unſupported by the Engliſh, who at that in cone. 
time were too weak to ſend more than twenty Europeans to his aid. Ane „ 
prottacted the ſiege as long as he could; gave time to Mohammed e 


Ally, who had ſhut his Self up in Tritchinopoly, to prepare for a 
vigorous defence (u]; and was at laſt compelled, by the payment b 
an immenſe tribute, to purchaſe a peace from that ene whom, | 

he could r no longer . yo 


— 


Unſhaken by theſe loffes the Rajah of Tanjore' adhered' to his The Rajah 
friends. His country was always open to facilitate the communi- 9 5 
cation between the troops of the Nabob and His allies : he went deer che 


farther, he ſent three thouſand horſe and two thouſand foot, under r 
the command of Monacjee, the ableſt of his Generals, to the ſup- ME” 
port of the Nabob in Tritchinopoly (o). To this General it was .. 
that the Nabob was indebted for ridding him of the only rival he 
would have had to fear, had not others been excited by his own 
imprudence. Chundaſaheb, having endeavoured to ſeduce Monac- 
jee from his duty, fell a ſacrifice to his awn artifice : he was taken 
by Monacjee, put to death by his order, and his head was ſent to 

+ the Nabob, who now, for the firſt time, ſaw the Jane, of an enemy, 2 
who had kept him in perpetual alarm (p). 5 | 


(n) See Orme, p. 135, 136. (0) Ib. p. 208. 
(e) Ib. p. 241, See alſo a Letter from the preſent Rajah to- the Court of Direes. | 
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If the death of Chundaſabeb did not reſtore tranquility. to the. 
Carnatic, it was owing-to the imprudence of the Nabob. But 


this weak man, at the moment his friends were delivering him 


from one enemy, created another : unequal in- one war, he laid 
the foundation of another, yet more obſtinate, with other rivals, yet 
more dangerous. Without the concurrence of thoſe, who were 
rather his ProteFors than his Allies; without the knowlege, either 
of the Engliſh, or of the King of Tanjore, this infatuated man had 
entered into a ſecret treaty, by which he had ceded the city of 


Tritcuinopoly with all its dependencies t to the King of Myſore (9) 


Conſe- 
4 


of Arcot. 80 that, inſtead of the inſpiring exultation of a victoridus 
army, nothing was left to the Protectorz of the Nabob, but the 


The French 


ſer up a new 


Aicot, 


The immediate conſequences of this nn treaty, were, 


a ſtop to the recovery of the Nabob's other dominions in Arcot ; 
and a diviſion of the ſtrength of the Engliſh, The Engliſh, to pre- | 
vent the execution of a treaty, which the Nabob had no power 


to make, and which would have been ſo ruinous to them, were 


obliged to leave in Tritehinopoly a conſiderable part of that force 


which was deſtined to put the Nabob in poſſeſſion of the province 


bitter reflection, that, fighting for ſuch a man, no advantages 


could be 6 even by conqueſt * 


His enemies were not inattentive to the . belden out 
to them by his miſconduct. Salabadjing, Soubah of the Decan, 
- aided by a conſiderable force of the French, proclaimed Rajah Sa- 


heb, ſon of Chundaſ heb, Nabob of Arcot. And; when it was 


found that the incapacity of Rajah Saheb made him rather a bur- 
then than a ſupport to the cauſe, they depoſed him, and ſet up 


Mortiz Ally Khan of Velore, from whoſe wealth, ability, and 
connections, conſiderable advantages were expected (s). 


(s) See Orme, p. 243. (r) Ib. p. 247. 
) Ib. 275—296, | | 
The 


”"” 

„„ 
8 
22 5 3 % 


. »%. . 
4 & \ * - n 
7 8 « -- AY bo * * 
1 <3 ys . 4: 
* we Raps * 
k * - : « - a? * — + = 


1 N r R O D U C 1 O N. 


The reſources which the Nabob might have found from the RY 5 


covery of Arcot were thus cut off by his own itnprudence. He: 
had art enough to turn even this circumſtance to his private emo- 
lument ; though he riſked by it the friendſhip: of the Company, 
and, in the event, the ſucceſs of his own cauſe. During the courſe, 
of this war the Engliſh were obliged to furniſh all the expences of 
their troops. The Nabob had not, or pretended not to have, mo- 


ney to pay his troops: He was therefore in a manner deprived of, 


their ſervices. His horſe firſt refuſed to ſerve, and then went 


over to the enemy. A part of his infantry revolted ; and but for 


the aſſiſtance of the Engliſh, would have made him ſuffer the moſt 
diſgraceful outrages (/). Two of his battalions laid down their 


arms in the midſt of ſervice, becauſe they could not obtain their 


pay from the Nabob. In this alarming event, diſtreſt as the Eng- 
liſh were for money, they were obliged to advance the pay for 
his troops; though it has ſince ſufficiently, appeared, that the 


Nabob did not want the means of paying them, but the will (u). 


The Engliſh and Pertaub Sing would have been juſtified in 
abandoning an ally, who had ſo ſhamefully ſacrificed his own in- 
tereſts. But they continued to ſupport him in this, as they had in 


the preceding war. Tanjore had been laid waſte by the Morattoes; 
it required therefore ſome time for the Rajah to recruit. And no 
ſooner was he a little relieved from their depredations, than he ſent : 
the ſame General Monacjee, who by the capture of Chundaſaheb 


had put an end to the firſt war, at the head of zooo horſe and 2000 
matchlocks, to co-operate with the Engliſh in oppoſing the My- 
ſorean, and in reinſtating the Nabob. in all his poſſeſſions (x). Nor 


were the good effects of theſe auxiliaries confined to the field 


alone: for ſuch was the influence of Monacjee over the inhabi- 


Firmneſs of _ 
the Rajah to 


his alliance. 


tants of the country, that he ſecured to the troops, both of the 


(t) See Naeh p. 275—296. 
(u) See Appendix, Eighth Secret Report, fol, Ixxiv, 
(x) See Orme, p. 299. 
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INTRODUCTION. 
Engliſh and the Nabob, thoſe frequent ſupplies of grain, without 
which they muſt have diſbanded or ee | 


80 eſſentially did it appear to the enemies of the Nabob, that 
theſe troops had eontributed to his victories; of ſuch importance 
did they think it to detach the Rajah of Tanjore from his alliance; 
that every thing was put in practice to accomplith an object ſo de- 
ſirable. Bribes, threats, intrigues, promiſes, every thing was 
employed. All proving ineffectual, Tanjore was again invaded 
by the Morattoes /y}), Monacjee at the head of 3000 horſe 


: avenged the inſult, and repulſed the invaders ; preſerving thereby 


a country, without which the army of the Nabob muſt have pe- 
riſned. For from the country of Tanjore it was, that his armies 
were ſupplied with proviſions (z), as it was from the treaſures of 


+. Tanjore that the immenſe ſums were iſſued, which purchaſed the 


Saunders's 


high o wy 


Lord Pigot 


2 a ol 
tachment to 
the aſſiſtanee 
ofthe Nabob. 


Proofs of Mr. 


retreat of Morarirow, and. bought off an enemy equally formid- 
able to the Nabob'and to the Engliſh. 


In a word, as the moſt honourable, and the leaſt equivocal teſti- 
mony of the fidelity of Pertaub Sing to his engagements; of his 
attachment to the Engliſh, and to the Nabob, whom they pro- 
tected, we may again recall to the reader's attention, that at the 
cloſe of this Myſorean war, Mr. Saunders would liſten to no pro- 
poſal, would enter into no treaty, to which the guaranty of Per- 
taub Sing in the Kingdom of Tanjore was not a preliminary, 


During the courſe of this long conteſt, Lord Pigot had occa- 
fion to exert thoſe abilities, to which both the Nabob and the 
Company have been ſo often indebted. To relieve the diſtreſſes of 
the Nabob, he went out of the line of his duty, at the hazard 
of his life, In the year 1751 the Nabob was ſhut up in Tritchi- 
nopoly. Lord Pigot was then of the Council-at Fort St. David ; 
which, fince the "= of Madrals had been the ſcat of govern- 


(2) Ib. p. 361=—343- 


[4 


O) See Orme, p. 299. 
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ment. The Council was importuned to relieve the fort of Verda- 
chellum, and to ſend reinforcements to Tritchinopoly. To effec- 


tuate theſe objects it was determined that a detachment ſhould be 


ſent from Fort St. David's. But every officer, upon whom the 
Preſidency could depend, was already in the field. The conduct of 
this detachment, at the requeſt of Governor Saunders, was there- 


fore undertaken by Lord Pigot. Succeſs juſtified the choice of 
the Governor. Lord Pigot ſurpriſed the troops of the enemy, 
relieved Verdachellum, and ſent a detachment through the cou 


try of Tanjore, to reinforce the garriſon of Tritchinopoly. This 
important and dangerous ſervice performed he returned from Ver- 


dachellum, accompanied by Lord Clive, with a ſuite only of 
twenty-four perſons, through a country poſſeſſed by the troops of 
the enemy, who continually harraſſed his little party; the ſmall 
remains of which owed their ſafety ſolely to the conduct and the : 


courage of their leader (a). 


In the year 175 5, after the treaty made by Mr. Saunders with 
the French Commiſſary Mr. Godeheu, Lord Pigot ſucceeded Mr. 
Saunders in the government of Madraſs. The fituation and in- 
tereſt of the various contending parties on the coaſt of Coromandel, 
may in ſome meaſure be underſtood from the preceding narrative, 
but are infinitely better and more happily defcribed, by the able 


author, to whoſe authority we ſo often have referred (5). They _ 


will be found to have been ſuch as required. in the Governor of 
Madraſs a man of no mean abilities, of no common integrity. 


In the ſpring of 1756 a moſt unexpected event took place at Ben- 
gal. Surajah Dowlah, the Nabob of that country, ſtormed the 


town of Calcutta; and killed or diſperſed the ſmall remains of 


the Company's Servants in the other parts of Bengal. The few 
that could be kept together retired in veſſels to Fulta, towards the 


entry of the river Hugley. From this place they diſpatched to. ; 


Madraſs the moſt pathetic accounts of their ſituation. | 


() See Orme, p. 181, 182. (4) Mr, Orme, 
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INTRODUCTION. 
Hiſtory perhaps does not furniſh an occaſion where the virtuous 


and manly qualities of a Governor could be put to a ſeverer trial ; 
an occaſion, where they have ever been diſplayed with more abi- 


lity or more luſtre. A war with France was hourly expected in In- 


dia, had actually taken place in Europe. The ſituation of the Eng- 
liſh was full of difficulty and danger. On the one hand the power 


of the French, on the coaſt of Coromandel, their influence over the 


Princes of the country, had been ſhewn in the efforts they had 
made againſt the preſent Nabob ; the force of the Engliſh was 
hardly ſufficient to protect their own ſettlements upon the ſlighteſt 
change of politics in any of their allies, or of fortune in any of 


their enterprizes: on the other hand ſtood our miſerable country- 


men craving aſſiſtance in Bengal; all our eſtabliſhments in that 

rich kingdom tottering. The Company itſelf ſhook from its foun- 
dations; and with it trembled the public and the private fortunes of 
Great Britain. Thoſe who remember the dread which that cataſ- 
trophe ſpread throughout this kingdom—the dread of an univerſal 
bankruptcy—thoſe men, we hope, will not forget what they owe 


to the wiſe and ſpirited conduct of Lord Pigot. 


He ſaw that the loſs of our poſſeſſions in Bengal would be the 
ruin of the Company, of .public credit, of the Nation ; in the 
recovery of them he determined to hazard every thing. His deter- 
mination was followed, was juſtified by ſucceſs. 


Many were the difficulties which his Lordſhip had to encoun- 
ter. The general opinion of the ſettlement of Madraſs was againſt 
him; they trembled for their own ſafety. Many were the real, 
many more the ſuppoſed difficulties, which preſented their Selves, 
in tranſporting the troops, in conducting the ſhips, in every ſtep 
that was to be taken for ſending ſuccour, if ſuccour could be ſent. 
But Lord Pigot was not a man to be diſcouraged by difficulties. 
He offered his own perſonal ſervice to head the detachment to be 
ſent to Bengal. That being declined, becauſe his preſence was ne- 


ceſſary at Madraſs, with equal ability and diſpatch, againſt every 


obſtacle 


_ obſtacle that oppoſed.itſelf, he ſent off the detachment under Co- 
lonel Clive, which retook Calcutta, ſaved the Eaſt India Company, 
and in the ſequel obtained thoſe immenſe advantages, from which 
the nation has derived ſo much benefit. _ 


The fence ſtate of the Carnatic, wn thei by wadieg this State of the 
| Carnatic, 
detachunent, did not eſcape the penetrating eye of the F ee 
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dicherty. He immediately attacked and carried Fort St. David's. „ide, taken 
It required the utmoſt policy, and the higheſt perſonal conhdange; by Ns | 


+ to retain our Indian allies ſteady” on this trying occaſion. 


It was from the Kingdom of | Tavjore that our principal ſupplies en 
4 > anjore, but 

were received. Every temptation was offered to detach the Rajah is tepulſed by 

from our intereſts: the high opinion he entertained of the honour me Rs 

of the Engliſh nation, and his regard for the probity of Lord Pi- 

got, prevented the Rajah from ſwerving from his engagements. - 


This drew the reſentment of Lally. Inſtead of beſieging Madrals 


he marched againſt Tanjore, where, by a gallant reſiſtance from. 
the Rajah, Lally was foiled, - 5 


Lally's next operation was the fiege of Madraſs. Here again the The fiege ef 
fate of the India Company hung on the conduct of Lord Pigot. If W 
Madraſs had fallen, with it muſt have fallen all our poſſeſſions in 
India. By Lord Pigot's gallant and prudent behaviour the ſiege 
was raiſed: Madraſs was preſerved: the greateſt European force 
that ever appeared in that country was broken; and the fortunes. 
of the Engliſh gained, for the ficſt time, a decided aſcendant over 
thoſe of the French. yo | 


Lord Pigot did not neglect to improve this happy change in our eee 
circumſtances, - The Engliſh army immediately took the field, wer 
and puſhed their advantage with unremitted ardour till the capture 
of Pondicherry left them ſcarce à rival in the Eaſt. 


In. 


fk 
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Diſiculties- In the courſe of that arduous -undertaking, innumerable incon- 
frocted that Veniencies had ariſen, which might have proved fatal to the ſervice. 
enterpriz** Much was to be feared from the incompatible claims of claſhing 

juriſdictions: much from the frequent ſhifting of the command 
of the troops, which paſt from Brereton to Coote, from Coote to 
Monſon, from Monſon to Coote again: much from diſputes be- 
tween the naval and military officers. Certain indeed it is, and 
greatly to the honour of all, that no contrariety | of opinion did 
eſſentially hurt the ſervice : all did their duty in a manner which 
reflected honour on their Selves, and enſured ſucceſs to the arms 
of their country, Yet let it be admitted, becauſe it cannot be de- 
nied by any one acquainted with thoſe tranſactions, that the con- 
ciliating temper of Lord Pigot—of the man, whom his enemies 
now repreſent as a man of violence—prevented many of theſe miſ- 
underſtandings which had been but too much dreaded; and kept 
thoſe which could not be prevented, from proceeding to extre- 

: mity : let it be remembered, that the mildneſs of his temper, the 

WJ ſweetneſs of his manners, the integrity of his conduct, made him 

) the reconciler of all differences, the. e center of union that gave 

energy to the whole. 1 


FPosdichery When Pondichetry: was taken Lord Pigot had till a difficult 
* raſed bythe part to act. The limits of authority between the officer com- 
Led File. manding on the part of the King, and the Governor acting on the 

| part of the Company, muſt ever be ill defined. And it is difficult 

to conceive an occaſion where a conflict of juriſdiction might have 

been more fatal. On the one hand, it was natural for General 

Coote to with to preſerve this proud trophy of his military fame; 

it was meritorious in him to wiſh to hold ſomething in his hands 

for the orders of the King, that might balance national loſſes in 

other parts of the world: on the other hand, it was natural in 

Lord Pigot, as Governor for the Company, to wiſh to ſee Pondi- 

cherry demoliſhed ; it was politic to relieve the Miniſter from the 
embatraſſing choice of ceding it at the reſtoration of peace, to the 

detriment of the Company; or of protracting, by a refuſal to cede 

| It, 


1 N TR O DUCTION. 


it, the reſtoration of peace, to the detriment of the fate. At all 
events it was the duty of Lord Pigot to prevent the French Com- 
pany from again lifting its head in India. It was a generous and 


a noble ſtruggle between the two Commanders. Lord Pigot pre- | 
vailed : Pondicherry was raſed to its foundation, By many it has 


been ſaid, that in this Lord Pigot exceeded the ſtrict line of his 


authority. But it was not the policy of that time to ſacrifice the 


ſpirit to the letter of an order ; to argue with the cold caution of 
a ſpecial pleader on occaſions which called for the boldneſs of a 


politician, At that time an honeſt man might go out of the beaten 
track to do ſomething more than his duty: nor needed he to fear 


| diſgrace for 8 merited eternal gratitude. 


After the capture of Pondicherry and the extirpation of the 
French in 1762, a general peace united the country powers. Nor 
s it the leaſt of his Lordſhip's merits, that, whileſt he planned the 
moſt juſt and equitable terms of union, he was particularly atten- 
tive to the intereſt of thoſe who had been faithful to the Engliſh. 


1962: 
Peace eſta- 
bliſhed be- 
tween the 
country 
powers. 


Among thoſe, we have ſeen, the Rajah of Tanjore held the .: 


moſt diſtinguiſhed rank. 


This laſt act of his Lordſhip's government was worthy his pre- 
ceding behaviour, In the former part of his conduct, he had 
given ſufficient proofs of his aſſiduity, prudence, and fortitude. 
His generoſity, his difintereſtedneſs as an individual, indivi- 
duals had often experienced: 
tachment to the intereſts of the public; and his integrity as an 


it remained only to prove his at- 


Conduct of 
Lord Pigot as 


mediator of 
that peace. 


arbitrator. Of both theſe the treaty of 1762 afforded the moſt 


undeniable proofs. 


In adjuſting the claims of the Nabob and of the Rajah, the ſtricteſt 
and moſt ſcrupulous attention was ſhewn to Juſtice and Equity. The 
merits of each were weighed in an equal balance; their diſpoſitions, 


their inclinations, were obſerved with. a penetrating eye ; they 
were 


His equity in 

adjuſting the 
claims of the 
Nabob and. 


Rajab, 


bs INTRODUCTION. 


were placed in ſuch a ſituation, as leaving them mutual checks the 
one upon the other, ſhould keep them both to a certain degree de- 


pendent on the Company, and render their intereſts inſeparable - 
from thoſe of the Engliſh, 


Situation and On the one hand ſtood Pertaub Sing, a Prince, whom the Eng- 
character of | 
the Rajah. Jiſh had attacked without provocation, whom they had endea- 
voured to diſpoſſeſs of a throne, which he held by the nobleſt 
tenure—the uranimous choice of the principal men of his king- 
dom—but who, not contented with forgiving this unprovoked 
injury, had attached his Self to their cauſe, had ſupported their 


ally, had fought his and their battles, 


Of the Na" On the other hand ſtood Mohammed Ally, a Prince whom 
the Company had taken up a fugitive, without dominions, 
without - troops, without friends: whom they had ſupport- 
cd during three long and expenſive wars; whom they had 
reinſtated in the dominions acquired—no matter how—by his 
ſather ; but who, during the very time he was ſo ſupported, and 
before he was ſo reinſtated, had ſhewn a manifeſt unwillingneſs to 
comply with his engagements ; a manifeſt readineſs to ſacrifice the 
intereſts of his allies to his private views; a marked diſpoſition to 
attach his Self to the declared enemies of his pratectors: who now., 
when he was reinſtated,” gave many proofs, which. did not eſcape 
the penetrating eye of Lord Pigot, that by extending his own do- 
minions, and by encrealing his own power, he wovld endeavour 
to ſhake off all dependence upon thoſe, to whom alone he ſtood 
indebted for the poſſeſſion of any dominions, for the enjoyment 
of any power. | 


Means . To reward the fidelity of the one, and to check the ambition as 
_—_ them well as to enſure the fidelity of the other, Lord. Pigot adopted 
both ro te the only effectual meaſure, He guarantied the kingdom of Tan- 


F vgliſh, 
jote to the Rajah Pertaub Sing, and to his deſcendants, 


The | 


IN T & © WO T1 ON: 
him the free exerciſe of that right, without which he ſcarcely 
could repair them; the right, I mean, of taking the earth froth 


the country, dependent on Tritchinopoly but, bordering on the 


Cavery*. And yet, at this very time, the troops of Tanjore were 
fighting in his caufe : attended Him in the expedition againſt 
Madura : contributed to the capture of Uſoff Than (p). 


The 8 ſaw the fatal confequences which'muſt enſue from 


a breach between the Nabob and the King of Tanjore : they felt C 


how much it was their intereſt, that each ſhould be maintained in 
his proper rights: they knew, that the improvement and exten- 
ſion of their commerce on the coaſt depended on the peace of the 
Carnatic. Alarmed therefore at the apparent want of cordiality 
on the part of the Nabob, during a courſe of three years, They 
were frequent and earneſt in their inſtructions, to the Preſident 


and Council of Fort St. George, to enforce the treaty of 17623 
to interpoſe and ſettle all diſputes, by which the letter or ſpirit - 


of that treaty might be violated ; to prevent one power from en- 


1767. 
Orders 27 the 
ompany to 
conciliate the 
differences 
between the 
King and the 
Nabob. 


croaching upon the other; and to loſe no opportunity of railing | 


in the King of Tanjore the idea of a firm depentienco on the 


friendſhip of the Cen (2) 


*The ſituation of the Coleroon and the Cavery, the neceſſity of keeping a 
ſtrong mound to ſeparate the two ſtreams, and conduct the branches of the Cayery 
into the Tanjore country, the reader may learn from Orme, vol. i. fol. 177, &c. 


and from General Lawrence's Narrative of the War in Coromandel, 'publiſhed by 


Mr, Cambridge, fol. 17, &c, Lawrence obſerves that, in the year 1754, this 
mound being cut by the enemy, though at a feaſon When it was 1ſt detrimmtal, 


and though the breach was repaired within three months, the King of Tanjore 


ſuſtained damages by it to the amount of 50,0001, The duplicity of the preſent 


Nabob, his oppreſſion of the Rajah on this point, the reader may learn from the 


letters to and from the government of Fort St, George, the Rajah, and the Nabob, 
in the years 1763, 1764, 1765. India Houſe. 

(þ) See ſeparate Letter from Fort St. George to the Court of Directors, dated 
zoth of Jan. 1765,—Likewiſe a Letter from 108 King of Tanjore to Governor 
Palk, dated April 10, 1764. 


() See Appendix, A, Ne 1, II. III. 
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| the Nabobto 
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thole orders. 
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INTRODUC Ti 1 0 N. 
That theſe directions of the Company were ill obeyed cannot 1 
think be denied. As little can it be denied that the Nabob was 


ſuffered to carry many meaſures into execution, by which his de- 
pendence on the Engliſh was weakened. The reaſons, why thoſe 


orders were not more punRually obeyed, why thoſe meaſures were 


5 permitted, it may not, perhaps, be altogether ſo ſafe, as it might 


be eaſy, to aſſign. One thing we may venture to afſert—for ſo it 


ſtands upon record—that ſome endeavours were uſed to ſeduce the 


integrity of the ſervants. of the Company. For it ſtands upon re- 
cord, that the Nabob contracted, or pretended to contract, debts 
with rndividuals to the amazing amount of more than Twenty 


th ..*.... Lacks of Pagodas: that he appointed ſervants of the Company | 


nerds el it, 


truſtees for the recovery of thoſe debts; and as ſuch, put them in 
poſſeſſion of the collection of the revenues of part of the Carna- 


tie (. We may add for ſo the Company have decided that 
the ſervants of the Company, by accepting this truſt, avowed a 
private intereſt, directly oppoſite to that of the Company; and 
that too in a caſe, where their reſpeRive intereſts muſt Wy 


come in com un, 00. 


| The effect of this management was ſoon, and aud per- 


ceived. To ſecure the payment of this debt to individuals, it was y 
_ neceſſary to aggrandize Mohammed Ally. It was not enough 


that the forces, the influence, the authority of the Company were 
employed, by the ſervants of the Company, in colleQing the reve- 


nues of the Nabob, mortgaged. to their Selves : but to put him 


in poſſeſſion of the revenues of other countries, the Company was 


plunged into different wars: their forces, their influence, and their 


authority were employed in extending, to their own detriment, 
the dominions of the Nabob, that he might become a more re- 
{ponbble debtor to their own ſervants (). 


e See Commons Journals; yol, xxxIli. folio 843. 1 Ibid,” 
60 See Ibid. 
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Having thus engaged. the ſervants of the Company in ine 
intereſts, in incompatible aol the intereſts of their employers, the 
Nabob went a ſtep farther: he encreaſed the number of his troops 
to ſuch. a degree, as ſoon gave the Company the moſt ſenſible 
alarms. On thoſe tropps he ſeemed now to rely for the defence of 
5 the Carnatic. Thoſe troops he ſeemed determined to employ to the 
farther extenſion of his own power, and to the total deſtruction 
of that ee e alone could ſecore 195 ne on ee 


Company (s)- 


In vain was 1% that the Director called on _ forvants: to — 5 
concert a proper plan with the Nabob for regulating both the — iN". 
number and the pay of his military eſtabliſhment... In anſwer 2 
to this requiſition, he began by declaring, 1. That he would gs 
pay no Seapoys that ſhould. be commanded and diſciplined. the rocalef 
by Engliſh Officers. 2dly, That the Engliſh garriſons djfireſſed ys . 
him ; that whilſt they remained, he could not pay the Company's 


debt : he demanded 1 1 © the recall of theſe garriſons (x). 


And, ſuch was the aſcendant which he had gained over the 3 Cesgea of 
vants of the Company that, they aually did withdraw many of 4 
their garriſons, and were well nigh making an—ill-adviſed ſhall we 3 
call it, or a treacherous— engagement to withdraw all the Com- gartiſore. 


pany's troops, ſtationed in the garriſons of the Carnatic (y). 


On the firſt point too the ſervants of the Company relaxed. It Wit relpea 
had been agreed, that the Nabob ſhould maintain 10,000 Sedpoys, 1 — 7 15 
to be diſciplined and commanded by the Officers of the Company. 
Theſe he wanted either to diſband; or to put them under his own 
Officers, and to pay them by his own Paymaſter. Devoted as the 

ſervants of the Company were become to the intereſts of the Na- 

bob, they dared not conſent to a total, but they conſented to a par- 

tial reduction of his corps ; they conſented to reduce the number 


(u) See Ibid. Alſo Eighth Secret Report, fol. 202. 
(x) Ibid, p. 204. ) Ibid, p. 113. 


5 
* . 
* — 8 * 
to 
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to D This obtained, the Nabob returned again to the charge ; 5 
again he propoſed to diſband them all. And that too at a time, 

when he pretended to be apprehenſive of farther attacks from Hy- 
der Ally (z). Nor“ (ſay- the ſervants of the Company) © was 
© this propoſition of the Nabob, which / plainſy indicated his 


&. views towards independency, at all unexpetted, The whole tenor of his 


| Endeavours 
to avail his 
Self of ſu - 


poſed di 


ences be- 
tungen the 


„ 


role agree - 
ment: wich 


Lord Pi 


and 


the treaty of 
1762 to be 


forced from 
him. 


- tractable. 


>: Wee of "oo wa man: W evinced, FO this has been his Wes. x 


The Nabob Kao about kia an vas of the Scottiſh. nations - 
This man had buoyed him up with the chimerical hope, that he 
"- ſhould be able to engage the Miniſtry in his intereſts, in oppoſi- | 


ala and tion to the Company. Hence he became daily more and more in- 
Compap 


Yo- 
$0 * 


«© He is well appriſed” (fay the Governor and Coun- 
eil) of the contentions between the Miniſtry, and the Company, 
4 and means to avail his Self of ſo favourable an opportunity to, 
«* carry his project into execution (a).“ In a word, his want of 
faith” and honour, his unfavourable intentions to the Company, 
his total want of confidence in the Engliſh, the infincerity of his 
profeſſions of friendſhip: for them, his determined: view, not on- 
ly to render his Self independent but to control their mea- 
ſures, are repeatedly and a ſet forth in a long ſeries of cor - 


8 (3). 


To juſtify his refuſal to comply with the 8888 be had 


made, he pretended certain parole agreements with Lord Pigot; 
agree ments unſupported. by any part of the country correſpondence, 


unſupported by any paper on record (e); agreements contradicted by 
the whole tenor of Lord Pigot's conduct, by the whole ſyſtem of his 


. (x) Tbid. p. 215. Great part of this report is taken up in ſtating the many 
evaſive and; frivolous pretences, alleged by the Nabob to avoid ſupplying the neceſ- 


ities of the Company; neceſſities * * the ſuppart of bis government, 
(a) Ibid. 214. 


(3) Ibid, 215—216. And n to this Report No III. folio lxxiv, lxxv, 


And a Letter from the Nabob ta Goyernor Dupé, dated 26th, Nov. 1770, with 
the remarks of the Board thereon, India Houſe, 


(e) See Appendix to the Eighth Secret Report, Ne III, folio Ixxiii, 


5 


policy. 
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| FR wens farther he called. in gem the validity. 2 
of the treaty: of 1762. He declared that he never conſented: to 


_ treaty, never affixed: his ſeal to it; but Lord Pigot affixed 


That 3 de ouns; but his eee was forced Toy: 
| Lord an oa £6 | bly 


And thivia a cictumſizace; n it is en . to dab a__ - 3 
it furniſhes a clue. to the Nabob's preſent conduct: it accounts- rial to be ob · q 
for the rancour he expreſſes againſt his Lordſhip. Is it wonder- 
ful, that be-hould tremble at the approach. that he ſhould ſthud- 
der at the fight, of a man, whaſe name he had abuſed: to ane 0% ME, 
his ow] breach of faith | 13 | 85 5 tho 

As 1 ta take only. a 8 review: of theſe Ss I: rer 
have but ſlightly touched upon theſe inſtances, of the Nabob's diſ- — — 3 
affection to the Engliſh, and his oppreſſion; of the Rajab... Hence. * 
however, we may judge of the general line of his conduct. during 
that period which intervened between, the depature of Lord Pigot 15 
for Europe after the concluſion of the treaty of 1,762; and the firſt. . 

expedition againſt Tanjore in the year 1771. Here we ſee enough EE. 
to be convinced that the Nabob never. loſt ſight of his two favourite 4 
objeQs ; the acquiſition of Tanjore ; and the rendering his Self in- 

dependent of the Engliſh. Indeed he artfully turned his- diſputes 

with the government of Fort St. George to the advancement of his : 

darling ſcheme ;. ſometimes. inſfinuating, ſometimes. openly declar- "= 
ing, that, if Tanjore were his, he could then do all that the Com- — 
pany required. The acquiſition of Tanjore He ſeems to have | 
conſidered as a previous meaſure, without which He could not be 
ſtrong enough to ſhake- off his dependence on tlie ä 


/ 


(4) See Abſtract, folio 5. The Nabob prudently waited till General 3 * 
was dead before he brought this abſurd charge. All treaties which the Nabob diſ- 
likes are forced, and therefore null. The treaty of 1769 he ſays was forced, - The 
maxims that all the treaties which are diſadvantageous are forced,” and „ that; 


«all treaties forced are null,” will, no doubt, be adopted in the Eaftern Agent's. 
Codes Diplomatique. 


And 
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| And ſtrange no doubt it muſt appear, that the Governor and 
Council of edel, ſhould ' repreſent, in ſuch ſtrong terms, 
the little reliance they could have on the Nabob ; his deter- 
mined reſolution to adopt every meaſure which could reader 
him independent of the Company, could enable him to controul 


the Company; and yet, at the very ſame time, ſhould co-operate: | 


jak ſummon- 
ed to ſend his 
troops to op- 
pole Him; 


with him in the execution of a meaſure which, in the event, 0 


not fail to render the 2 0 on * 2 n C 


we FRO ſeen what' was the dent tenor of thi thn of 


the Company from the year 1763 to the year 1767. Let us 


now ſee how well they were obeyed. In the year 1768 Hy- 
der Ally invaded the Carnatic, Were it neceſſary, it might eaſily 
be proved, even from the mutilated accompts of the govern- 
ment of Fort St. George, that this invaſion was the conſequence 


of miſconduct and injuſtice on the part of the Nabob and 
of the ſervants of the Company. The Nabob and the government 


of Fort St. George applied to the Rajah for aſſiſtance. But, whe- 
ther through fear of the power and abilities of Hyder Ally, or 

from a. conviction that juſtice was on his fide, the King, for a 
time, refuſed to join in the war. During the courſe of the war, 


however, a body of his troops were ſent, and acted under Colonel 


Wood. This brought on Him the reſentment of Hyder; which 
the unfortunate Rajah was forced to appeaſe by the payment of 
four lacks of rupees, and by the ſacrifice of * of his Jewels 


and elephants ( J). 2 


- 


Ot See Appendix, A. Ne v. 

(f) See Letter from Governor Bourchier to the Nabob, dated 19th of April, 
$768, And Letter from the Nabob to Mackoon Ally Cawn, dated 12th March, 
1769, India Houſe, This WA off an enemy, whom He was not ſtrong enough 
to reſiſt, and whoſe reſentment He! had incurred by affiſting the Nabob, is, by that 


very Nabob, candidly repreſented as an act of friendſhip to Hyder, as a voluntary 
gift of valuable preſents, as a ſupply of proviſions furniſhed with the expreſs purpoſe 
of enabling Hyder to carry the war W 8 See * Letter, 
foͤllo wt | | 


Tho : 
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The ſuecout furniſhed by the Rajah, fell ſhort of the 3 But not con- 
tions, and ſhortbt- ſill of the demands, of the Nabob: nor does it prongs 
ſeem to have eotreſponded with. the expectations of the Engliſh: 'Nabob pro- 


poſes to en- 


This, then, wid & moment, which the Nabob conceiyed would be ray 


favourable to hib views. The Engliſh now, He hoped, would enter 
into his reſentment. And He diſcovered with too much quick- 
neſs, and ſoized with too much eagerneſs, every occaſion of oppreſſ- 


ing the Rajah, to let. this paſs unheeded or unimproved; Ac- 


cordingly We find Him preſſing Governor Bourchier to compel the 
Rajah to pay, at leaſt, twenty-five lacks of rupees, as an acknowledg- 
ment for. that: ſecurity; which, after all, the Rajah: had been 


forced to purchaſe of Hyder Ally; and as a/ compenſation for the 


deficiency in thoſe ſuccours, which, in- the Nabob's. eſtimation,, 
the Ryjal ought to have: furniſhed {g),. ta 


But this. propofal was declined by the governor. la the Which Go- - 
firſt place by no treatyy to which the Company was gua- chie 
rantee, had the Rajah ſtipulated what number of troops he was. es 


to furniſh : In the next place, a body of Tanjoreans was then 
in their ſervice, acting with Colonel Wood. Mr. Bourchier, 


therefore, did not think. his Self authoriſed to exact any ſums, 


beyond the ſtipulated. tribute; or to aſſume the power of dic- 
tating to the Rajah, what number of troops He. ſhould furniſh, 
or what proportion of contingent and extraordinary expences He 
ſhould bear. He conſented, however, that application ſhould be. 


made to the Rajah; that He ſhould be urged to comply with the 
demands of the Nabob.. 


One thiog deſerves to be COT EY In the beginning of the : 
diſputes between the King and the Nabob, the demands of both 
parties, and the reaſons alleged in ſupport of them, were fairly 
repreſented to the Company at home: But, during the courſe of 
the diſpute, the caſe ſeems to have altered: The claims and 
the reaſons of the Nabob found their way to the Company as uſual: 


| 65 See Letter from the Nabob to Governor Bourchier, _ and received 
March gth, 1768, India Houſe, 
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| but thoſe of the Rajah ſeem to have miſcarried. For to this, I 
| preſume, we muſt attribute the order, which, pending the wer with 
Hyder Ally, was obtained from the Company. The order enjoined 
the Governor and Council * to give the Nabob ſuch ſupport, in his 
e pretetſions on the Rajah of Tanjore, as might be effe&ual; - 
3 „ and, if the Rajah refuſed to contribute a Juſt proportion to the 
1 | tt expences of the war then, to purſue ſuch meaſures, as the Na- 
1 * bob ſhould think conſiſtent oy the 1 and ws of his 
720 . 5 
eee This order was dated the 17th of March 3 on che 1 
- Hyde: Ally, of April in the ſame year a period was put to the war, and a treaty: 
dan t e. of perpetual friendſhip and peace was concluded with Hyder 
I eluded. Ally. By the firſt article of this treaty it is ſtipulated, that 
| * Peace and Friendſhip ſhall take place between the contracting 
[ | « parties ; particularly including therein the Rajah of Tanjore, 
% &c. who are friends, and allies, to the Carnatic (i).“ This, ſurely, 
is not the deſctiption of a man, who had refuſed to defend the Car- 
. natic ; who had intrigued with its enemies; who had invited and 
ſupported an invaſion ! The manuſcripts of the Nabob will not, I 
preſume, be of greater avail, than the public a&s of the Company. 


44770. March Whether this article was propoſed by Mr. Dupre, or by Hyder, 
— Fra is not material to the preſent queſtion, There ate letters, in which 
which, the the former aſſumes the merit of having included the Rajah. in this 
"Company ben treaty. The truth, however, ſeems to be, that the merit belongs 
former order. to Hyder. Be that as it may: whether it was propoſed, ot ſimply 

7h accepted, by Mr. Dupre, the effe& of it was the ſame. It was a 
ublic recognition, that every thing offenſive in the conduct of 

the Rajah—if indeed his conduct had been offenſive=during the 

cCourſe of that war, was done away. It ſhould have been an effec- 


1 tual ſhelter againſt any reſentment on the part either of the Nabob 
| or of the Engliſh. In this light it was conſidered by the Com- 


(0) See Nabob's Letter, fol. 7. 
(i) See this treaty in the Secret Reports, | ; 
. 5 pany. 


4 l 4.6 FRI ao 9 
2 * * . 
— * 


| 1 N T. R 0 b U O r T o N 8 
pany. They no longer thought their Selves at liberty to 9 


the Rajah to contribute a ſingle rupee towards defraying the 
charges of the war. | So They expreſs their Selves in their letter to 


Fort St. George (Y). They add“ Our former orders, therefore; 


«.jn this reſpect, relative to; the King of Tanjore, muſt be ſuf- 


© pended, becauſe they are, by your conduct, rendered utterly im- 
e poſſible to be carried into execution, without cenie a 


cx breach of the treaty You have Ny concluded.“ 


| So far was the Rajah fin conceivings that the Nabob bad any 
juſt reaſon of complaint againſt Him for his conduct, during the 
courſe of this war, that He urges the aſſiſtance He had given, and 
the loſſes He had ſuſtainedin it, as motives for exempting Him from 
the payment of the'current tribute, for one year. The amount' of 
his expences and loſſes He eſtimates at ten lacks of rupees(/). With 
this requeſt the Nabob was far from complying. | He had indeed 


aſſigned over the tribute, before it was due to the truſtees of his 


creditors, and then he called upon the Rajah for the loan of a lack 
of pagodas, and for a ſupply of three thouſand horſe (m). 


As far : 


The Rajabs 


. urges the al- 


fiſtance He 
had given 
againſt Hy- 


der Ally us a 


motive for 
making de- 

ductions in 

his tribute. 


was the Rajah from advancing the ſums requited by the Nabob. On 


the contrary he inſiſted on it as a matter of right, confirmed by ex- 
preſs ſtipulation, that the batta and all the extraordinary expences 


of the troops, He had e ſhould be qed from n an- 
nual Peſcaſh. / 8 


This demand the Nabob treated with 3 f And arp 
his influence over the Servants of the Company, that, at his re- 
queſt, they refuſed to enter into the examination of this agreement, 


real, or ſuppoſed ; refuſed to admit the Miniſter. of the. Rajah. 
When the Nabob,” ſays the Rajah, © marched over the Ghaut 


(+) See ſeparate Letter, dated March 23, 1770. India Houſe. 


(7) See Letter from the King of Tanjore to Governor Bourchier, received Au- 


guſt 31, 1769. India Houſe. 
(m) See Letter from the Nabob to the N, * March 12, 1769. India 


Houſe, 
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This demand 
treated with 
contempt by 
the Nabob 
and the Ser- 
vants of the 
Company. 


The Nabob 
affigns the 
tribute, due 
from the Ra- 
Jah to the 
truſtees of 
this creditors. 
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4 to invade Hyder Ally, both he, and the Engl't, defred: that 
« would aſſiſt him with money and troops: this 1 accordingly did. 
It was agreed that the common pay of the forces, I ſent to the 
«© Nabob, ſhould be paid by me; but that the extraordinary ex- 
e pences, and batta, ſhould be deducted from the annual Paſeaſh. 
«When I endeavoured to ſettle with the Nabob in this manner, 
he would not look at my accompts, but declared to the Gen- 
* tlemen, then in the government, that I refuſed to pay the Peſ- 
** caſh. I made every circumſtance of my caſe known to my Va- 
«keel at Madrafs, and commanded him to lay them before the 
« Gentlemen in charge of the Company's affairs. But the Nabob 
%% would not allow * Vakeel to go near them (n).“ | 


The ſame language, which the Rajah now holds in rakes Letter 
to the DireQors, He held at the time to the Servants of the Com- 
pany. The Nabob, We have ſeen, had aſſigned the tribute, due 
from the Rajah to the truſtees of his creditors : the Rajah inſiſted 
then, as he inſiſts now, that deduQions ought to have been made, 
and that, till thoſe deductions were either allowed, or after a fair 


. Examination rejected, it was unjuſt to infiſt'on his payment of the 


tribute, The truſtees called upon the Nabob to pay the money; 


and to Him they ſaid it belonged to enforce payment from the 


Rajah. He ſaw at once the uſe He might make of this hint, and 


he therefore ſeiſed it with eagerneſs.— The Governor, and Coun- 


eil,“ He ſaid, “ were guarantees for the payment of the tribute: 
« it became Them to fend for it, at a limited time, and to pay it 


over to his aſſignees.—If not, They ſhould take of their gua- 


< ranty ; and then, by the 3% ing of God, He ſhould receive his 


| Peſcaſn money, more than the Mal. N to the old 
_* cuſtom (eh. T“ 


() See the Rajak's Letter io the Directors. India Houſe. : 

le) See Letter from Meſirs Call, Bourchier, and Mackay to the Nabob, dated 
«th September, and the Nabob's Anſwer, dated 29th September, 1769. India Houſe, 
In che letters he writes on this occafion, he makes a merit of his free conſent to 


dhe Treaty of 1762 ; to which, at other times, he pretends not to have conſented. 


N N. T KR Oo D UV CT. ION. 


| C2 Whileſt this matter was depending, another tranſaction gave | Expednio a 
of the Raj tp 


| offence to the Nabob, and furniſhed a new. occaſion of accufing 
te Rajah. Certain Poligars, in the diſtricts of Marawar and Nal- 
cooty, with-held from the Rajah certain dues to which He pre- 
tended a right; made incurſions into the country of Tanjore; 
inſulted the people, and ſeized the elephants of the Rajah. The 
Rajah did not immediately reſent the injury. He applied to the 
Engliſh: but finding no redreſs from them, he marched'with his 
ovvn troops to puniſh the invaders, and recover what He aſſerted to 
be his rights. The Nabob on the other hand pretended, that 
theſe diſtrits depended upon Him, as Kellidar of Tritchinopoly, 
and conſtrued this expedition into a breach of the treaty of 1762. 


Whether the claims of the Rajah were well or ill founded, is 
not the queſtion We are now to examine. But moſt certainly. it 
ought to have been carefully examined at the time. The King 
declared his Self ready and willing to ſettle affairs with the Na- 
bob, under the mediation and guaranty of the Servants of the Com- 


pany. And ſurely the line of conduct, which, after ſuch a decla- 
ration, thoſe Servants ought to have purſued, was too plain to be 


ink the 
Poligars of _ 
Marawar and 


. | 


Line of con- 
duct Which 


the govern- 


ment of Ma- 
draſs ought - 


2 


ſued. 


overlooked. In fact, and it is very remarkable, They did not over- | 


look it: They ſaw, They approved, but They had not courage to 


purſue it. Let them ſpeak their own words. Had your govern- 
© ment here ſtood in ſuch a degree of confidence with their conſti- 
*« tgents, as that They might have entertained a reaſonable hope 
e of ſupport and juſtification in an impartial and: ſpirited conduct, 
s the part They ſhould have taken, ought, no doubt, to habe been 
&« this. Upon the Rajah's complaint, that He was entitled to an 


* indemnification for the expences He. ſuſtained in the aſſiſtance . | 


given to the Nabob in the late war, and that the Marawar and 
*« Nalcooty Poligars with-held from him his juſt rights; on the 
* other hand, the Nabob complaining, that the Rajah with-held 
« the Peſcaſn unjuſtly, had no right to the indemnification He 
2 demanded, nor any juſt claim on Marrawar and Nalcooty: this 


TH 2 hy government, 


A 
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* government, as guarantees, ought to have marched a force to 


1 maintain peace between the complaining parties, to have re- 


« quired deputies from both, to ſtate the demands of each reſpec- 


_ «tively, and, upon a fair diſcuſſion, to have decided between 


« them, and to have enforced the deciſion, whether in favour of 


* the Nabob or in favour of the Rajah: your government here 


% did not dare to act ſuch a part. It was plain from your orders to 
« this Committee, under date 17th March, 1769, as well as ſub- 
« ſequent orders, that You thought the Rajah ſtood in a degree of 


* favour with this government, which You did not approve; and 


«that You adopted all the Nabob's ideas of levying crores as an 
% equitable/pretenſion, becauſe other Soubahs had done ſo. At 
* the ſame time the miniſter of the crown, ranging him Self on 
* the fide of the Nabob, received all his complaints againſt the 
% Rajah as goſpel .. . . .. and accuſed Us of. with-holding that 


egy, Wh en from the Nabob am our n nat 00. 2 


'Line of con- 
duct which 
They did 
purſue. 


laſlead of ing a clan, Py . to the ede of the 
Company and to the honour of the nation; inſtead of acting this 
bold and manly part, what did 'the Servants of the Company ? 
They gave their Selves up as tools into the hands of the Nabob : 
They ſank into the mere inſtruments of his ambition and revenge. 
And that the meaſure of diſgrace might be full, They not only 
ſhrunk back from what they ſaw and felt to be their duty, but 
They took to their Selves the additional ſhame of ſeeking ſhelter 
behind the order of 1769. This order, we have ſeen, regarded 


ſolely the proportion to be contributed by the Rajah during the 


war with Hyder Ally. It was made on a ſuggeſtion, which 'we 


have ſeen to be falſe, that the Rajah had refuſed to contribute to 


that war. The plain meaning of it was to obtain ſuch a contribu- 
tion from the Rajah, -if poſſible, by friendly repreſentations; if 
that could not be, by force. Ha * occafion of the _ the 


Houſe, 
order 
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order ceaſed. The Rajah had FA been inclotled' by the Company 1 = 


in the treaty with Hyder Ally. By acknowledging him, at R bi: 
moment, in that treaty, to be a friend of the Carnatic, they ac- Ws 
knowledged either that he had contributed during the war con- 1 

eluded by that treaty; or had atoned for his neglect: how elſe how. Z 
was he a friend of the Carnatie? They acknowledged then that 


the object of the order was- fulfilled. The Company, we have % = 
ſeen, had accordingly recalled the order. But the Council, in their 
great wiſdom, thought proper to revive. it, to extend it to another e, 1 1 
object, to apply it to another occaſion. In their great wiſdom tgex E 
ſuppoſed it to imply, not that they were to compel the Rajah to pay + 2160 _ 


money for a certain occaſion. but, that, on any or on no occaſion, 

they were to ſtrip. him of his dominions; and to confer thoſe domi - AY 
nions on the Nabob, whoſe farther aggrandiſement they had. _ 
been ann and uniformly commanded to NG. 7 Wn 


Fob. Sur _ 
Serre 5; oY 
r 


The Nabob aun of the Rajah | ; er Rajah of ks Nabob. * B 
The Rajah deſired to be heard by his Vakeel: but the Gentlemen 2 Tan 
in charge of the Company's affairs, did not think it right to hear the 3 
Vakeel, to ſee the Vakeel of the Rajah, to examine the accounts. 
of the Rajah, to: mediate between him and the Nabob. They _- 
turned back to this order which had been recalled ; and concluded 1 
with the Nabob, that, in virtue thereof, nothing leſs could be - 
conſiſtent with the dignity and juſtice of his Government, than ta 1 
march their united troops againſt — if 


| Their vnkted troops the a Rajah could not reſiſt. Ns. — 
choice was left but to periſh, or to capitulate. A negociation 3 9 
therefore was propoſed. The natural negociators were the Ser- e Nabob. . 4 
vants of the Company; for the Company was Guaranty of the | 
treaty which was ſaid to be infringed, But the Gentlemen in 
charge of the Company's affairs left it to the Nabob, @ party in 
the diſpute, to fix his own terms. And the unfortunate Rajah was 


forced to purchaſe a diſhonourable peace at the expence of fifty - two 
lacks 


7 
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_; Tacks of rupees (. Ofthis ſum two lacks were partly diſtributed in 

1 pPreſents to the Nabob's ſon, and partly applied to ſatisfy the ex- 

_—_— pences of the Gentlemen in charge of the Company's affairs, and to 

1 | pay other incidental charges, in which too, no doubt, the Gen- 
Hlemen in charge of the Company's affairs muſt have been, in ſome 
degree, intereſted, Of the fifty lacks, ſtipulated to be paid to the 
e we cannot ſuppoſe an to have had 870 ſhare. 


+ Reaforawby * © That the Nabob 121 ha: had i in view the paged of 


3 2 See the 1 Tanjore, will not admit of a doubt ().“ That in this expedi- 
= capture of tion, Tanjore might have been conquered is equally clear. That 


he did not conquer it, that he accepted 2his very moderate ranſom, is 

urged, by his Self and by his Agent, as a proof of his clemency. 

But the real motive of his conduct was very different. When the 

# | troops of the Engliſh were on the point of taking poſſeſſion of the 
3 place, He was alarmed; He was jealous of the Company: He was 

= .. fearful, that They would find a convenient opportunity to take 

= * the country from Him (s).” His influence over the Servants of 

the Company was already'very great, but his confidence in Them 

was not unlimited. In a letter, written long after this expedition, 

He calls them * villains (t).“ At that time, then, he would not 

truſt Them. Stopping where He did, He obtained much, and 


paved his way for more. 


steps taken By the treaty He obtained a large ſum of money. And in his 
ef breaſt avarice ſeems to hold an equal ſway with ambition. He 
a ſecond ex- had weakened, if He had not removed, the reſtraints which the 
og guaranty of the Company had impoſed on Him : For He alone 
| concluded the treaty of 1771 : * mention was ee of the Com- 1 


; (7) About 620,000 l. Sterling. 
x (r) See Letter from Fort St. George Select Contuttions 220 June, 1773. - 
India Houſe. | | 
( See Ibid. 
O See the beginning of the Second Section of the Defence? | 
pany. 
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pany. He knew that the Morattoes, under ptetenee of ITY 
Tanjore, would make a ſhew of invading the Carnatic: for be- 


fore the expedition againſt Tanjore, He was in correſpondence 15 


with Trimbeck Row ; regulated their motions; fixed the bribe, 

which was to be the price of their neutrality (a). This invaſia 
He might, hereafter, repreſent as the effect of the reſtleſs, 
4 and treacherous, ſpirit of. the Najah. Letters might be fabri- 
cated to ſupport the charge (x). The Rajah, He knew, could not 
rely on a treaty, for the performance of which He had nb' better 
ſecurity than the word of the Nabob. The. money, ſtipulated by 
the treaty, could not be raiſed without the mortgage of the lands 
of the Rajah: and this might throw Him into the hands of the 
Dutch, or the Danes, or the French: opprefſion will make z wiſe 
man mad. He had, therefore, hopes, that, deprived of the ſup- 
port of the Engliſh, the Rajah might look to other quarters for: 
aſſiſtance. To the Dutch, and to the Danes, the Rajah was com- 
pelled to apply. He was obliged to mortgage, and afterwards to- 
ſell, certain diſtricts, in order to raiſe the maney, extorted by the. 

Nabob. And this—mark it reader—is among the crimes alleged 
againſt Him. Connections with other, powers were ſuppoſed: 
1ntrigues at other courts invented: people employed at Poonah to 
perſonate the character of Vakeel- to the Rajah. The Servants of 
the Company were ſtaggered at theſe accumulated artifices—And. 
their conduct, on this occaſion, was juſt as unmanly, as it had 
been on the former. Inſtead of calling on the Rajah to anſwer 
theſe improbable charges, his Vakeel was not permitted even #0, 
vifit the Prefident, Inſtead of firmly ſupporting the character of; 
Guarantees, They gravely urged their paſt, as an excuſe for their 
preſent timidity ; and becauſe They had been unjuſt tothe Rajah,, 


They now conclude it * proper and Ts totally to reduce. 
« Him (y).” 


- («) See Proceedings of a Committee at Fort St. Man 5 ee 177 fun. 
4 Meſſrs, Dupre, Haſtings, and Ardley, ' 
(+) See Nabob's Letter, fol, 29. 


OG See Select Conſultations at Fort St, [EDDY 224 Ju 1773; 
Mean 
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Ti . Mean while the Nabob was ſtrengthening his Self by the con- 0 
abob and queſt of other countries. One of the pretences for the expedition 


ſums dt. of 1771, was to protect the Marawar and Nalcooty Poligars againſt 
| — 1 4 ng the King of Tanjore, The expedition. againſt Tanjore was then 
377. urged as a reaſon for attacking. theſe Poligars. By the aſſiſtance of 
the Engliſh troops theſe unfortunate people were cut off. Nor had 

the Nabob been inattentive to the receipt of the money ſtipu- 

lated to be paid by the treaty of 1771. Of the fifty lacks to be 

paid to the Nabob, twelve lacks and a half were paid down. In 

the courſe of two years; by pledging his jewels, and mortgaging 

ſome lands to the Dutch and the Danes, the unfortunate Rajah 
contrived to pay twenty-five lacks and a half more. There then 
remained twelve lacks to be paid: that once paid, the Nabob de- 

clared he ſhould be ſatisfied. In caſe of non-payment, he threat- 

95 .ened another viſit to Tanjore. During the coutſe of theſe two 
years, it ſhould be added, the Rajah paid eight lacks more, being 


the amount of his current tribute ſtipulated by the treaty of 1762. 


Condobt of Ir happened, that one Comera, a Dubaſh of the virtuous Mr. 


Mr. Benfield renfield, was at Tanjore, when the Nabob threatened. a ſecond 


oath ec viſit. This Comera, ſervant of Mr. Benfield, was employed in 


dent of the Jending money on mortgages. To him the Rajah addrefled his Self; 


— 9 through him he mortgaged to Mr. Benfield ſome diſtricts, which 


had been formerly mortgaged to the Nabob, and obtained from 
Comera, draughts on his maſter, Mr. Benfield, payable at Ma- 
draſs for the twelve lacks, which by the treaty * 1771, were Rill 
to be bai. 


Ae ce it was not the intention of the Nabob to receive this laſt in- 
Be Nabob Aleve! His confidence in the Servants of the Company was 
increaſed. - And he now determined at all events, to get poſſefſion 
14 of Tanjore. He therefore ſent for the Dubaſh, and by proper ap- 
"plication, prevailed on him to deny that he gave the draughts: by 


proper ono he ralieg muſe e in the breaſt of the 
delicate 


IWTRODUGC TION, 
" gelicate Mr. Benfield. Though he now avows, that he has mort- 
gages to a conſiderable amount in the Tanjore country; yet then, in a 


more enlightened moment, he diſcovered that it war his duty, 2 „ 


ſervant obedient to the orders of the Company, to reject any propoſal of 


lending money on mortgages. He does not indeed deny that the bills 


were drawn on Him: he allows them to have been drawn and 


actually ſent to the Nabob (2): ſo far he contradicts his agent. 


But he ſeems not to know, who it was that drew them. His own 
ſervant Comera dwindles, in his account, into an undeſeribable crea- 
ture without a name; a black man to tlie ſouthward, with whom 


the virtuous Mr. Benfield had indeed ſome mercantile concerns (a). 


It is impoſſible to read this tranſaction without the ſtrongeſt 
mixture of contempt and indignation—What ! was' it the duty of 
Mr. Benfield, as a ſervant obedient to the orders of the Company, to 
refuſe to lend money on mortgages, even though, by lending it, 
he might have-preſerved the peace of the Carnatic ?' And ſhall he 
dare to avow that he has lent money on mortgages when, by lend- 
ing it, he involves the Carnatic in confuſion; impedes the execu- 

tion of the Company's orders; ſows diſſenſions among its ſervants ; 


and riſks all our poſſeſſions on the Coaſt of Coromandel? Who 


Remark on | 


this proceed- 


ing. 


was this black man to the ſouthward, who drew on Mr. Benfield 


without his authority? Mr. Benfield had ſome mercantile con- 


cerns with him: — He knew his name then. Why not tell it? 
Why not produce the man? Why not apply to have him pu- 
niſhed? Why not even deny that it was his own ſervant; Comera, 


his own Dubaſh, who was at that very time employed to lend mo- 
ney on mortgages ? 


But the Nabob bad gained his end. The money was not paid. 
The Vakeel of the on was treated, by the Nabob, with the 


(z) See 8 s Letter 3 Mr. Wynch,-fol, 9. 


1773. 
The Nabob 
takes advant - 


| {@) See Appendix to Lord Pigot's Narrative, fol. xxxi, xxxii, " Alfo i Likes | 


from the Rajah to the Directors. India Houſe, 


1215 higheſt 
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N * > 1 * 
A I 
. 
j 
- * 


a» * T ODD 


higheſt inſolenee. No regard was paid by the gentlemen at Mas. 
drafs to the repreſentations of the King of Tanjore. This Vakeel 
we have ſeen was not permitted to come near them. No meaſures 
were taken to aſcertain the truth of the declarations of the Nabob. 
Not in poſſeſſion of a fingle fact, which could make it neceſſary 
to break the peace of 1771, the Council determined to renew the 
attack upon Tanjore, ſtipulating again to leave the King and. 
his family to the diſpoſition of the Nabob. The Engliſh troops, 
yet-reeking with the blood of the innocent Poligars, were ſent, 
with the army of the Nabob, to deſolate another ally (5) : an ally 
too, who, at the tine they acknowledged, © if the Company would 
« give him proofs of impartial _ would be firmly bounden to its ' 
« intereſts (o). 


of it 
ago 2 din ia. 
vades An- 


Tanjore Tanjore was taken; the Rajah and his family put in cloſe con- 
| | . finement. He was ſtript of his cloaths, his jewels, his elephants, 
= the jak his horſes, and every thing about him that was valuable. His 

188 8 5 Fort was plundered, his Treaſury, his Armory. Every thing, 
which the Eaſt holds ſacred, was violated: the apartments of the 
women were forced, their perſons ſtripped of the ornaments they 
wore. Effects to the amount of ten millions of pagodas were car- 
ried off. The revenues of the country, during the two years and a 
half that the Nabob uſurped it, amounted to fifty lacks of pagodas 
more. For the Nabob, uncertain how long he might maintain 


his uſurpation, reduced the inhabitants to the utmoſt poverty and 
diſtreſs (4). | 


/ - 


Nor was the Rajah the only ſufferer. The whole ſyſtem of the 
SEL © Carnatic government, ſo wiſely planned by Mr. Saunders, ſo ſtea- 
verament eſ- (7 | 


(3) See the Directors Letter recalling Mr. Wynch, fol. 8, 9, 10. 
(e) Ibid, fol. 7. Theſe are the very words of the Council who at that time were 


about to ruin the Rajah. 
(4) See the Rajah's Letter to the Directors, India Houſe, See alſo the Appen- 


dix to Lord Pigot's Narrative, fol. 33. 
| ; dily 


RL ICE ES PX | -- | | "NE b 
dily purſued and ſo happily eſtabliſhed by Lord Pigot, was at once tabliſked in 
overturned. The Engliſh had no longer any check on the ambi- — — 5 
tion of the Nabob ; they had no longer at their devotion a coun- 
try, whoſe fertility had ſo often furniſhed ſupplies, and whoſe ca- 
valry had ſo often inſured conqueſt to their armies. Confiſtence 


was given to the power, compactneſs to the dominions, of a Prince, 
who only wanted thoſe advantages to enable him to control the 


Company. 


: 
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Such was the ſtate of the Carnatic _. the Eaſt India Come . 
pay ſent Lord Pigot to Madraſs. | 
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LORD PIG OT. 


SB CTT1 004 
Orders carried out by Lord Pigot to Madras 


ROM this review of the ſtate of the Carnatic, when Lord 
Piget was ſent out, we may judge of the meaning and ſpirit 
of the orders, for the due execution of which the Company re- 
lied, in no ſmall degree, upon the ſeaſonable exertion of thoſe pecu- 
liar abilities, for which they declare 2 to be ſo juſtly and emi- 
nently diſtinguiſhed. 


Tt was the intention of the Company to-return to that ſyſtem, for 
the government of their affairs on the coaſt of Coromandel, which 
had been eſtabliſhed by Lord Pigot in the year 1762. | 


The reduction of Tanjore, and the placing of that country under 
the management and controul of the Nabob, they conſidered as a 


material and dangerous violation of this ſyſtem, 
iſt, 


Meaning and 


ſpirit of the 


. 


To return to 


the ſyſtem of _ 


1762. 


Reduction of 
Tanjore a 
Violation of 
this ſyſtem. 


» - = 


DEFENCE OF LORD PIGOT. 
1ſt. Becauſe it was contrary to this ſyſtem to _ the poſſe 
fions of the Nabob. 


adly. Becauſe it was a part of this ſyſtem, that no > 
ſhould be loſt of raiſing, in the King of Tanjore, ideas of firm de- 
pendence on the friendſhip of the Company. 


On theſe two points, the Directors declare, they had been 


uniform in their orders and inſtructions: and, in ſupport of this de- 


claration, They appeal to the diſpleaſure They had teſtified againſt 
former Governors, and former Councils, for having diſregarded 
ſuch orders and inſtructions (a). 


The reduction of Tanjaze, and the placing of it under the ma- 
nagement of the Nabob, appeared to be a violation of the ſyſtem 
adopted in 1762. 


3dly. Becauſe—as the Directors ſay it was well known to thoſe 


upon the ſpoter=the opprefiians exerciſed. by the Nabob in his own do- 


minions, and his inveterate hatred to the King of Tanjore, were ſuch 
as would make the Tanjoreans ſubmit to any power whatever, 


The Com- 


pany there- . 
re declare 


the treaty of 


rather than to that of the Nabob (6). 


4thly. Wenns the putting of Tanjore under the management of 


the Nabob—an impropriety, of which the Directors obſerve the 


ſervants of the Company were ſufficiently aware—was giving bim 
ſuch an increaſe of power, as ſhould have been prevented, becauſe- 
it could not afterwards be controled (c). 


The Company were careful that their intentions ſhould not be 
miſtaken, anxious that Lord Pigot and his Council might tho- 


(a) See Papers, vol, i, fol. 1.»See alſo the Introduction and Appendix, A. 
(5) Ibid, fol. 1, 2-—And Appendix, D. 
(e) Ibid. fol. . 6, 7.— And Appendix, A. No. v. 


roughly 
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b roughly underſtand them. 'To this purpoſe they examine atten- 2 . 8 
tively the conduct of their ſervants in the year 1771. And here and condema- 


they, over and over again, repeat that the treaty of 1762 was the expedi- 


tion in 127. 
ſtill in force; not annulled by the treaty of 1769 (d). They _ 
therefore inſiſt that their former Governor and Council ought to 
have interpoſed, between the Nabob and the Rajah, as guarantees at 
of that treaty ; but no otherwiſe—That, watching over the accom- * al 


pliſhment of the ſtipulations contained in that treaty, They ought 
to have preferred the way of mediation to the way of arms.—That 
the King of Tanjore having, by his Vakeel, declared his Self will- 
ing and ready to ſettle all diſputes between him and the Nabob, 
under their mediation, they were not juſtified in recurring to arms 
in the year 1771 (e).—That, whether acting by the more humane 
and advantageous mode of mediation or by the more violent and 
deſtructive mode of arms, they ought never to have extended their 
views beyond the accompliſhment of the ſtipulations of the treaty of 
1762.—That, on no account or pretence, under no circumſtances what= += 
ever, ought they to have put the Nabob in poſſeſſion of Tanjore . 
That, ſuppoſing the Rajah to have refuſed to comply with the terms: 
of this treaty of 1762, ſuppoſing no mode of enforcing his com- 
. pliance to have remained but that of arms, and ſuppoſing the 3 
event to have been the /ubduing of the Rajah, it would then have | * 
been their duty, becauſe it would then have been the only mea- 
ſure compatible with the ſyſtem adopted in 1762, either to reſtore 
the Rajah, or to put ſome other more fit perſon of his family on | 
the throne (g)—That the former Governor and Council were too» 
well apprized of the ſentiments of the Company on this important 2 
buſineſs, to have holden out to it any other plan of operation 
That, in fact, theſe were the very arrangements which They had: 
| holden out to the Company, as concerted between Them and the: 
Nabob, when they were going upon the expedition in 1771 (4); 


(4) Ibid, fol. 2==g, &c; (e) Ibid. fol. 3. 64. 1 
(Y Ibid, fol. 3. 5, 6. ) Ibid. fol. 4, | — > 
(b) Ibid, fol. 4. 6, 7,8. p | 


Tha 


. 5 


And blame 
the conduct 
of their for · 
mer Gover- 
nor and 


Council ; 


and the ex- 
pedition of 
1 773. for 
which th 
diſplace the 
late Gover- 
nor and _ 
primand 
Council, 


Preſcribe the 


line of con- 
duct to be 
purſued by 


DEFENCE OF LORD PIGOT, 
The Directors go on to ſpeak, in terms of warmthand reproach, | 
of the diſingenuity of the former Governor and Council, in hav= 
ing ſwerved from theſe arrangements, without the conſent. of the 
Company (i): They condemn, as unwarrantable, the engagement 
of ceding to the Nabob whatever ſhould be taken from the King (4): 
They declare their Selves bounden not to ſuffer the Nabob to exact, 
by the treaty of 1771, any conditions not provided by the treaty of 
1762 (/): And They finiſh their cenſures, on the proceedings in 
1771, by declaring that the increaſe of the Nabob's power could 
not, from their own ſhewing, be juſtified as an act of political neceſ= 
fity : and that the ſacrificing of the Rajah to the reſentment of the 
Nabob as contrary to every principle 4 Juſtice, policy, and huma- 


nity (n). 


Having condemned, in ſuch ſtrong terms and upon ſuch 25 


grounds, the proceedings of their Governor and Council in 1771, 


their cenſures of the proceedings in 1773 are conveyed in terms 
ſtill more forcible, and pointed. And, as a proof how very ſeri- 
ous They were in their reſentment, They proceed to diſplace the 


Governor, and ſeverely reprimand the Council (n). 


Having thus deſcribed the line which the late Governor and his 
Council ought to have e having particularly en and 


(i) Ibid, fol. 3, 4. (4) Ibid. fol. 3. (1) Ibid, fol, 6, 
(n) Ibid. fol. 6.— The Appendix will amply juſtify theſe aſſertions. 
() Ibid, fol. 10, 11.— The difference of puniſhment inflicted on the Governor 


and Council, is remarkable: the Governor is diſplaced : the Council reprimanded, 
It will ſcarcely be contended, that the directors ſuppoſed the Governor more incor- 
rigible than the Council, or leſs ſenſible to the diſgrace of a reprimand, Why 


then diſplace Him, and only reprimand the others, Was he more culpable? What 
proof appears? None, but what may be inferred from one ſuppoſition : namely, 
that the Directors conceived Him to ſtand in a more reſponſible ſituation than the 
Council, If the Directors ſuppoſed his ſituation to be more reſponſible, they muſt 
have ſuppoſed that, without which it could not be ſo :—=that his power was more 


extenſive in its degree; leſs dependent in its et ov the nn of Lord 
Pigot reflect on this. 


cenſured 


DEFENCE or LORD 7100 T. . 
cenſured his and their deviations from it, che Directors go on to 2 . 


chalk out to Lord Pigot and to his Council, the line which it was Council. 
Ker toon thus He and TOE ſhould care | 


They were, without h ofs of Ame, to take the nad effeQual mea- N oy 


ſures for ſecuring the perſon of the King of Tanjore : forthwith. ta reftorethe 
Rajab, on 
appoint a proper guard for the protection of his Self and family; to certain ca- 
inform Him, that the Company had determined to replace Him 4e. 
upon the throne of his anceſtors, upon certain terms, and condi- | 
tions, for the mutual benefit 9 his Self, and of the Eaſt India 


Com pany (o). 


The conditions on the part of the King of ages were to he: 


> 9 
TY 
I. That He punctually pay to the Nabob the tributs hipulate 


by the treaty of 1762. 


II. That He admit a garriſon of the Company's troop into the 
fort of Tanj pjore. | 


III. That He * to the Company revenues ſufficient for the 
maintenance of thoſe troops, for the providing of military ſtores. 5 3 
neceſſary to the defence of the garriſon, for the repair of fortifica= = 'Y 
tions, and for other contingent expences; and that He engage to | 


make good the dchigiency, if the revenues ſo aſſigned ſhould ws: 
inſufficient (p). | ; | 


IV. That, if at any time the Rajah require the aſſiſtance of the 
troops either of the Nabob or of the Company, all extraordinary 


expences incurred thereby, be paid by the Rajah, over and _ | 
the aforeſaid charges of the garriſon (). 


@)1 Ibid, fol. 20, 21. | (p) Ibid, fol, 2, 22, 23. 
(7) Ibid, fol. 22a | | i 


+K v. That 


WW 9 „ riner dr LS 15 e 
Y : - 5 Ne G v. That no other troops be permitted to reſide in the city of” 
= : ** Tanjore, ſave only thoſe of the Comp pany, and fuch a number of 
3 native guards as the Governor and Council may think' neceſſary 
„for ſupporting the dignity of his Majeſty's government; which. 
= . . number the King of Tanjore, is on no account or eee what- 15 
3 FS ag: . hoes e 648 SONG IM ws | | 
_ V. That he conclude 50 N with OP powets without 
—_ the concurrence of the Company; form uo alliance to the preju- 
Adi _ dice ofthe Company; give no aid or affiſtance, haha? or indi- 
. ah. to the enemies of the Britiſh nation. | | 


Þ 5 . on the pet of the Company, the oonititiins were to be: 

= — =. tl That the authority of the King of Tanjore over his ſubjects | 
bd in no wiſe diminiſhed; nor any Officer, or Servant of the Com- 
puany eee in the affairs of his n 0. 


: 


N. 


_ 11, That every three months, « or, if he deſire it, pe WI 8 

lar accompts of the expences of the garriſon be laid before the 

5 King of Tanjore, in which 8 no Ine or 5 
. e eee f | | 


e 11, That, fo fic as the ——— of e for bel 
charges mall be leſs than the annual amount of the revenues 
=, '  affigned to the Company, the ſurplus of ſuch revenues be faithfully 
_— turned to his 7 | 
= | w. That all Aiſputes ths pehdiihbnr or avis expences 
1 be finally adjuſted by the lg of the King of 85555 and the. 
Preſident and Council * | he 0 


*. — o 


HM (e) Ibid, fol. 22. («) Ibid. fol. 22. 
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nertnen or LORD. Eiger, 


e e whatever, u he gondagted by che Eus⸗- 
gineer of the Company at the expence of the King of Tagere . 
| be. undertaken without his approbation and conſent, fignined 
in wxiting, after an eſtimate made of the charge to be incurred; TE a 1 1 
and the full approbation of the meaſure by the Governor and W 
een 090 Wit + ep e 44s ee, _ 


% N 
* - LPS 


VI. That the troops, | to be n by the King of . „ 
be employed i in his defence alone. eee 


# bd 


— 1 > g Is : 
4 of : 7 


| vn. That no greater portion tevenue be e the com- | _ == 
| pany than ſhall be deemed abſolutely neceſſary for the ſupport of „ 
tbe Company 8 pin 4 2 _ 


N : HERS MG >. 8 
VIII. That the Rajah be PETS to . with any requi= -. 


ſition for troops in time of war, unleſs the Governor” e gr 
Join with the * in making eee e 3 


1+ * , 


IX. That the quota to be furniſhed by the Rajah to 7 55 Circar 
be limited to ſuch ſupplies as hall, on all . 110 n — 4 
1 and mare: oy the Goveriiet and Council * eee 


1 W ant Of 
X. That the charge of ach and i defrayed by the King, bo: 
dedudted from the annual tribute to be paid tothe n op” 


Soc anxious were the Court of Directors to ting Taxjers Sms In caſe of the | | 2 4 
remaining in We hands of the 2 that "uy go 0 on to inſtruct — — - = 


(x) Ibid, fot 22; 
(y) Ibid, fol, 23. The Court of DireQtors ſeems to have meant for the ſupport + 
of the garriſon, the repairs of the fortification, and other incidental charges: as 
will appear by the preceding references. The Court of Directors, like other great 
bodies which one might name, has a mode of doing buſineſs ſo peculiarly its own, 
that a plain man does not always underſtand it. For, that reaſon I have ventured to 
N reer ſo as to bring them under oe proper 
ads, | | * | 8 
() Ibid, fol. 23. (a) Ibid, fol. 24, (6) Ibid. | : — 
| . TK 2 8 | A the 288 _ 
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the Governor and Council in the ſteps they were to take in caſe: . 
King of Tanjore ſhould not be living, when the Company's orders 3 
| ſhould arrive at Fort George: An event which was rendered pro- f 


bable from the opprefſions exerciſed 1 the Nabob * va his i inue - 
| terate hatred to the Rajah. 


| Theyweww In ſuch caſe the Governor and Seen e. are directed. forthwith to 


e place the next of the royal line, or ſome other proper perſon of 


men e the family of the King of Tanjore, upon the throne of his anceſ- 
tors; under the ſame terms and conditions as were to he note with f 
hip King, if * . * 
To carry To prevent the execution of theſe orders from being delayed 
theſe orders 


Into nad. under pretence of ſettling any demands which the Nabob might 
ate execu*. form upon the Rajah; to prevent the Nabob's remaining a moment 


longer in poſſeſſion of a country which he had ſo unjuſtly uſurped, | 
the Directors go on to declare : 0 


To pay no That the Nabob could now have no claim upon the Rajah for 
regar0 9.37 arrears of tribute or intereſt due thereon previous to the year 1771 ; 


+ Nabob,. for no claim for the expences of the expedition in that year: Becauſe 
arrears of tri- 


bute'before. it appeared that he had actually received upwards of four millions 


Wo" 4 2 2 five hundred thouſand rupees, as a full este for all 


tion in 1771. theſe demands (4). 


Ner for the That much leſs could he form any pretenſions on account of the 


2773 ' expedition in 1773, ſince the plunder of the place and the receipt of 


- 


le) Ibid, fol. 24. 

(4) Ibid. They add, . the ceflion of certain diſtricts to the amount of 
« rupees 480,000 per annum.“ - But the ceſſion of theſe diſtrits they afterwards 
diſallow : ſo that the income only from the year 1771 is to be placed to the ac- 
compt of the Nabob's acquiſitions, That, for four years, excluſive of the charge 
of collecting, would make about 1,500,000 : added to the ſum of four millions and 


a half, it leaves ſix millions of rupees, which the Nabob received for the expedi- 
| don of 1771s 


| > the 


DEFENCB or LORD. PIGoT. nn f 
the revenues of the 3 for more than 0 years, muſt have. bft „ bt "IN ; 1 
the Nabob a very confiderable gainer,. after defraying all charges are 


curred in that ſhort expedition; which. was undertaken in Au- 
0 and finiſhed i in e (e). by 


As a neceflary conſequence 9 theſe Wi the Director Nor to the bs 
inſtruct their Governor and Council to pay no regard to that article 2 ws 
of the treaty of 1771, which teſpects the alienation of part of the 5 omar 
Rajah's dominions. The intention of the Directors being, that 71. 
the Rajah ſhould be forthwith reſtored to all the dominions, his 
right to which was recogniſed and guarantied by the treaty of 
1762; ſave only to the temporary ſovereignty of ſuch diſtricts as 
| had been aſſigned to the Nabob as a ſecurity for the payment of 
certain ſums of money: which diſtricts were not to revert to the 


Rajah, till ſuch payment ſhould be completed /. 


One more material order muſt be cadet | The 8 and To obtain = 


Council are directed to obtain, if practicable, a ſtatement of the Nats | 


Nabob's receipts and diſburſements on accompt of the two expedi- ae 2 A 1 


tions againſt Tanjore. The reaſon of this order is aſſigned: that fe de pe 


the Nabob might not plead thoſe expences as a reaſon for not pay- . f bY 
ing his debts to the Company and to his other aten 7 
in caſe they ſhould be ger demanded. N 5 7 


The Directors go on to inſtruct Lord Pigot and. Bis- Council in To appolit's 
the ſteps They were to take towards acquiring a complete know- Geile. 
ledge of the territories of the Company on the coaſt of Coromandel; 2 
For this purpoſe, it is ordered, that a committee of. five meme | 9 
bers of the Council be appointed to make the circuit of the Nor- 
thern Circars, and to aſcertain with all poſſible exactneſs—- the 
number of inhabitapts - the ſtate of manufactures the number 
and ſtate of the fortified, places - the groſs amount of the revenues, 

with the articles, from which they ariſe, and the mode andi 


(4) Ibid, fol. 24s 25. id. fol. 24. 


p juſled. 
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FOOTY of collection the ſpecific proportion, uſually received by 
the Zemindar or land-holder—the ſpecific proportion, allotted to 


the cultivator, as the reward of his labour the ſecurity, which the 


the Northern Circars the 
Council of Bengal had lately eſtabliſhed, or others fimilar thereto 

the beſt mode of at once ſecuring to the Zemindars their here- 

ditary revenues, and of delivering the inhabitants from undue e- 


Time when 
and ends for 
which this 
Committee 


3 | was to be ap- 


pointed. 


Time, viz. 
after the aſ- 
fairs of Tan- 
jore ſhould, be 
finally ad- 


Bnds, viz. 


' Increaſe of 


the wilitary 
ell. bliſh- 
ment, with 


native has for his property—the number of the courts of juſtice 
and their modes of proceeding—the practicability of adopting in - 
lations which the Preſident and 


actions and oppreſſions the ſtrength, of each Zemindar in the Cir- 


cars, with the expence of his houſchold and that of his troops, and 


the means He may have of defraying them the number of regu- 
lar Seapoys which it will be neceſſary for the Company to main- 
tain in the reſpective diſtricts, in order to keep them in my ſub- 


jection (g). 


To acquire a clear knowledge of all theſe important points was 
to be the object of the Committee of Circuit. And here two things 
well deſerve the reader's particular attention the tine when—and 
the ends for which this Committee was to he appointed—By the ends 
I mean the v/e which the ſervants of the Company were to make of 


the information, they 9 255 receive from the Committee. 


As to the tine, the orders of the Directors are clear and preciſe. 
And it is very material to the preſent queſtion to mark the time. 
The Committee was not to be appointed, ill the affairs ręſpecting 


Tanore ſhould be accommodated and finally adjuſted (h). Nor can it 


fail to ſtrike the moſt inattentive reader, that no earlier period 
ought to have been Mell for the „ eg of this IE 


For what were the ends of this appointment; the 2 I mean which 


the ſervants of the Company were to make of the information they 


would receive from the Committee ? The diſpoſition the Nabob, 


(e) 1bid, fol. 25, 26, 27. ) Ibid, fol. 25. 
% his 


Te. 


- DEFENCE OF LORD PIGOT, * 7. 
tis apparent views fo independency (i), bad made it neceſſary to increaſe on gg . 
the military firength of the Company in their own poſſeſſions: The - ources. | 
great difficulty was to do this without diminiſhing the reſources 
which had hitherto been appropriated to the proviſion of their in- 
veſtments, and the ſupport of their government (4). The. jaghire 
lands, and the Northern Circars, offered the only fund which 
could be appropriated to this new object. Nor would they ſupply 
the neceſſary fund, unleſs they were put under other regulations. 

From the information, therefofe, which they would receive from 
this Committee, the Governor and Council were to apportion the 
rents by the real value of the lands; to take the moſt effectual 
means of checking the lawleſs power, and curtailing the uſeleſs. 
expences of the Zemindars, of protecting the under-tenants; of 
rendering every military man, reſiding i in the Circars, obedient to 
the orders of the Company, and ſubje&, whenever called {Oy to. 
ſerve in the troops of the Company. 


It might well de expected that theſe regulations however ſalu- Which fixed 
tary—and indeed becauſe they were ſalutary would create ſome — — 
alarm among the Zemindars. Of this the Nabob might take ad- ent. 
vantage: he might incite the Zemindars to join with him in op- | 
poſing all the orders, in defeating the whole ſcheme, of the Com- 

pany. It would therefore have been highly improper that this 
Committee ſhould ſet out, till the final adjuſtment of the great bufi=- 
neſs of Tanjore ſhould leave the Governor and Council at liberty to 
ſupport their Committee in the execution of their truſt ; and im- 

preſs the country powers with a full idea of the equity of the Com- 

pany in maintaining its own engagements, and of its firmneſs - 
in compelling others to adhere to theirs. 


For the ſame purpoſe of checking the Nabob in his views to FO vr. were tio 
dependence, the Company direct that, unleſs the Nabob would |. r _ 42 


ands to 
(i) Ibid, fol, 25. (I) Ibid, fol, 25. 27. (1) Ibia. fol. 26, 27. 
i 95 agree 
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bee agree to foch arrangements „ femed, 5 to their {ls 
only, aud advantage, he ſhould no longer rent the Jaghire lands; and that, 
_ 1 at all events, he ſhould rent them only from year to year, under 
"ans the expreſs condition, that the Committee .of Circuit ſhould be 
at full liberty to explore the country; to aſcertain the real produce 
and revenues thereof; and to | Exerciſe the ſame powers as in the 

Northern Circars ( ). * Wn 

„ * 

Recapituls- Ia a word: the han meaning” of the) Company 8 * thd 
orders of the language, which They literally hold is this Without ig% of time 
Company. take the moſt effectual meaſures for ſecuring the King of Tanjore : 
forthwith appoint a proper guard for the protection of his perſon 
| | and family : at the ſame time lay before Him the conditions, on 
{4 which we have determined to replace Him on the throne of his 
anceſtors. Theſe conditions, calculated for the mutual benefit of 

the King and of the Engliſh Eaſt India Company, provide, at 
the ſame time, for the rights of the Nabob of the Carnatic. The 
moment the King agrees. to theſe conditions, reſtore Him to the. 
.throne of his anceſtors, with a// the country, and all the rights He 
poſſeſſed at the concluſion of the treaty of 1762 (=). If He ſhould 
a not be living at the time of the receipt of theſe orders at Fort St. 
"+ George, forthwith place ſome other fit perſon of the royal family on 
| the throne. Aſſure the King, or his ſucceſſor, that We neither mean 
to diminiſh his authority, nor to impoveriſb, or difreſe, his country. 
- Command our ſervants not to interfere in the affairs of his govern- 
ment, and ſee that your commands be punQually fulfilled. Re- 
collect, that the Nabob has no farther claim on the Rajah, ſave 


only for the current tribute. For the expences of the expedition 


- (m) Ibid. fol. 28. x | 
(„) That this was the plain and literal ſenſe of the orders of the Company, is 
evident from reaſons, which the reader will hereafter ſee alleged to prove the con- 
| trary. It is moreover evident from the ſubſequent directions, in caſe the King 
"' "ſhould be dead, at the receipt of their orders. The maintenance of the Nabob's 
Ne. rights was ſecured by theſe conditions, to which the Rajah was to ſubmit, No 
other previous ſecurity was to' be obtained, or could be wanting. 
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berker SITES bon 


in 1771 He has been amply ee By the expoditibn i in 7773 


He has been a very confiderable gainer ; having plundered tha place; 
and continued in the receipt of the revenues of the couditry for more 


than two years (o)—You ſhall therefore altow. of no ber claim; fave 


only the current tribute: You ſhall not allow of the alienations, 
made by the treaty. of 1771, but Vou ſhall immediately reftore the 
Rajah to all that He poſſeſſed at theggncluſion of the treaty of 1762. 
To cut off all complaints of the Nabob, endeavour. to afcertain 
the amount of his receiptsind Etburtettients, on account on the 
Tanjore country. And tele are to be the firſt objects of your at- 
tention. When this bufinefythatl be fmalty adjuſted, then, and not 
till then, acquire à complete Knowledge of the' tertitbries Which 
have been granted to the Company on the Coaſts of Coromandel; 
eſtabliſh a judicious and permanent ſyſtem for thelt future manage- 
ment: ſee if They can ſupply an adequate fund for that increaſe of 
our military eſtabliſhments, to which We are compelled, by the 
reſtleſs and ambitious ſpirit of the Nabob. at 


| Theſe were the orders with the execution of which Lord Pigot 
as Preſident and Governor was entruſted by the Company: They 
were to be carried into immediate execution. In the execution of 
them the Council were not to fail to concur with the Prefident (p). 

To enſure ſucceſs to them, the Wenn and Council of 


(e) It is difficult to ſay, to what lengths the ſpirit of party will carry men. Speak- 
ing of the expedition in 1773, the Directors had ſaid “ We muſt conclude, that 
& the plunder of the place, and the receipt of the revenues for more than two years, 


<« would have rendered the Nabob a conſiderable gainer.” As the Directors diſ- 
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They are 
ſtrongly en- 
forced, . 


approved of this expedition, and expreſſed their abhorrence of it, one would 
have. thought it impoſſible, ſo to torture theſe words, as to make them convey any 


ching mvre than a recapitulation of fact, which had happened; and not a recog- 
nition of right, of facts which ought to have happened. Yet the ingeniouſneſs of a 
Mr, Brooke has diſcovered this in them: * by this He underſtands but ſurely 


his underſtanding is e e They do allow Him the . of the reve- 
nues for two years and more *, 


(?) Ibid, fol. 29. 
® Papers, vol. i. fol. 197. 


+L Bengal 


25 


5 18 


inc or Yrp P1IGOT. 


Bengal were directed to co-operate, 7 the Prefident and Council of 


Maaraſs ſhould find it neceſſary (g). An oppoſition to them, or a refuſal 


ta carry them into full efect, on the part of any ſervant of the Com- 


. pany, civil or military, was, on proper repreſentation of the caſe 


and 
- kamanity of 


to the Company, to be followed by an * 2 Non from the 


| lexvice of the e (7). 


1 
| And here, I think, we =, ntvred appeal to any man at t all 
converſant in the records of the Company: we may call on him to 
produce any ſet of inſtructions, given at any time, by any Court of 
Directors, on any occaſion, which breathe a ſpirit of purer huma- 


nity or of ſounder policy, than thoſe which we have now recited. 


(9) Ibid, fol, 28. (7) wid. 
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Meaſures e y Lord Phe for — th Neal ma ſeutling 
the e of Tanjore in Ay 4% 7 the art of the amen 
3 
TP 0 N my TY in India,” (fans 1 Pigot 3 in 1655 Nar- 
rative) © 1 found a general reform was neceſſary in the 
« ſettlement, to preſerve the Company from ruin. —The facts, 
which we have ſtated towards the cloſe of the Introduction, will 


abundantly juſtify this remark of his Lordſhip. Were it neceſſary, 


we could juſtify it by other evidence; by authority, which on fis 


occaſſon and perhaps on this alone - would be above ſuſpicion: 


by the authority of the Nabob. From him it is, from the old friend 
of the gentlemen, to whom the management of the Company's 


poſſeſſions on the Coaſt of Coromandel had been for ſome time 


entruſted, that we may learn the neceſſity; of a general reform 
among the ſervants of the Company. Hear how he paints 
Them (42). —His language is ſometimes rough: but I muſt give it 
as I find it. He talks of their “ villainy (b).” He declares * that 


« it was not a regard'to the intereſt'of their employers, that cauſed - 


« the war in 1765 with the Nizam, nor the ſucceeding war with 


« Hyder Ally: that the Myſorean war was conducted in a ſhame- 


« ful manner; that the peace of 1769 had not the intereſts of the 
% Company in view (e).“ They —ſpeaking of all theſe events 
—* were owing (He ſays) to the private views of a few indivi- 
« duals, who enriched their Selves at the expence of the influence 
of the Company (d).“ Under many ſpecious arguments” (ſays 
He) “your ſervants have made You believe, that they were atten- 
vn tive to Your e when their own private views have been 


(a) See Letter from the Nabob to the Court of Directors, dated 16th of March, 
1773. India Houſe, 


(5) Ib. paragraph 3. (c) Ib. paragraph 5. _ (4) Ibid, 
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ſettlement at 
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arrival, 
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DEFENCE OF LORD FIGOT. 
« the real ſpring of action (e): 4 You cannot be acquainted” (fays 
He) * with the immenſe ſums of money, which I have been obliged to 


*& pay . With ſuch a character before Them; with ſuch a 
direct charge of peculation brought againſt their Servants by the 


very man, to whoſe ambition and reſentment theſe Servants had 


facrificed an ancient and a faithful ally: poſſeſſed of ſuch proofs of 


miſmanagement as were recapitulated in the preceding ſection; it 


was not from Lord Pigot that the Company ſhould have waited to 
learn that a general reform was neceſfary. They ſhould not have 
fent a new Governor to act with Seryants, whoſe miſcondu& was 


_ lo glaring. Then, when They ſent out Lord Pigot, They ſhould 


have done, what They have fince done on very different grounds 


They ſhould have nn _ n of the Council at 


Madraſs. 


But n as were th "Pp which the Nabob Ka been 
obliged to pay to the Servants of the Company, They neither ex- 
ceeded his reſources ; nor bore any proportion to his. ambition. 
During the courſe of the ſame year, from theſe ſame Servants of, 
the Company, He obtained ether important favours; He obtained 


the Kingdom of Tanjore. Will it be uncandid to ſuppoſe, that He: 


obtained it by the ſame means He had before been obliged to em- 


ploy — by the payment of other immenſe ſums ? He who beſt knows 


them, ſays, Their own private views are the real ſpring of their 
© actions. If by theſe means He acquired the Kingdom of Tan- 
jore, the ſame were again put in practice to ſecure Him in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of it. He learnt, that the Company was determined to do. 
juſtice to the Rajah, by reinſtating him on the throne of his an- 
ceſtors : He learnt that the order for reinftating Him was actually 
given: And He learnt to whom the execution of this order was 


enttruſted. The Nabob knew Lord Pigot, and was known to. 


dim: He had, therefore, no hope, either of ſedueing his Lordſhip's.. 


( See ib. paragraph 6. (f) Ibid, paragraph 15. 


integrity, 
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hopes. 
of Lord Pigot, it might not be ſo difficult to render that virtue in- 


integrity, or of eluding his diſcerament (g). But he had other 4 
Though it were impoſſible to ſubdue the ſtubborn virtue 


effectual. Though the Preſident could not, the Council might, be 


gained. Again then He touched the real ſpring of all the actions 
of the Servants of the Company: He iſſued Tankas, or aſſignments 


on the country of Tanjore, as a ſecurity for debts, real or pretended, - 


to the amount of one million tue handred thouſand pounds (h). 
| Fry i et 
Iz the liſt of theſe creditors/no member of the Council appeared: 
the effect of that would have been too glaring. But foremoſt. on 
the liſt ſtands the name of Mr, Paul Benfield, of whom honour- 


able mention has been already made in the courſe of this work (0%. 


What was the exact amount of Mr. Benfield's demands on the Na- 
bob, has not yet, I think, preciſely appeared. Mr. Benfield, 
though poſitive and preſſing in his claims, is ſometimes confuſed 
in his ſtatements, and tardy in the production of his vouchers (). 
This may perhaps ariſe from the multiplicity of his claims : for 
his connections in the Tanjore country are extenſive. Beſides 
aſſignments from. the Nabob, He had, it ſeems, private claims. 
Together we ſhall find them on a random calculation—and!: no 
ether calculation has yet been obtained to amount to about two 
hundred and thirty- four thouſand pounds ſterling. Wealthy as, 
Mr. Benfield may be, it is ſcarcely to be ſuppoſed, that all theſe 
loans were made out of his own ſingle, private purſe, It ſeems to 
be more than probable, that ſome few of them, at leaſt, were nego- 
ciated by Him in quality of Agent, and not of principal. Perhaps: 
he might be employed as Agent by ſome of the Council at Ma- 
draſs, Poſſibly by £ ſome of the Council at Bengal. 


(2) How perſediy Lord Pigot was acquainted with le and; the views: 


of the Nabob may be ſeen by his Lordſhip's Letter ; Appendix, F, 
( See Narrative, fol. 5. ? 


(i) See Introduction, fol, 64, &c.. 
(+) See Narrative, fol, 5, 69, 
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| DEFENCE'OF LORD/PIGCOT. 
The policy of the Nabob in this manœuvre is evident. If theſe 


' aſſignments could ſo far operate, as totally to prevent the execution 


of the orders given to Lord Pigot; ſo far as to ſecure the poſſeſſion 


of Tanjore to the Nabob, They would be well beſtowed : that 


Effects of it. 


1 . 
52 


Lord Pigot 


would be indeed a valuable confideration. If They could not operate 
ſo far, ſtill much might be gained, nothing could be loſt by them. 
Some of his debts were, no doubt, bond fide debts :+ the weight of 
theſe - ſuppoſing the aſſignments to be allowed—He would throw 


off his own ſhoulders, which would give real eaſe to his Self: He 


would throw it on the ſhoulders of the Rajah, which would gratify 


his revenge; for it would oppreſs the man, for whom He felt an 


inveterate hatred. Suppoſing the validity of theſe aſſignments to 
be diſputed, to be denied, ſtill He would loſe nothing; He would 
then find his Self but where He would have been without them ; 
ill ſomething would be gained by them. They could ſcarcely fail 
of giving riſe to diſſenſions between Lord Pigot and his Council, 
This at leaſt would retard the buſineſs; the Nabob would gain 
time; and time, He knew, might gain every thing. 


The effects of this poliey were in ſome degree anſwerable to his 
wiſhes, and were felt from the firſt moment of Lord Pigot's ar- 
rival. The orders indeed of the Company were poſitive and pre- 
ciſe; the penalty, by which they were enforced, was ſevere—no 
leſs, We have ſeen, than a total diſmiſſion from the ſervice of the 
Company—it was not therefore judged altogether ſafe, or prudent, 
directly to oppoſe the execution of theſe orders. An appearance 
at leaſt was aſſumed of a ** ready diſÞo/ition in the Council to ſup- 
« port his Lordſhip :”—and He, ignorant, it ſhould ſeem, and un- 
ſuſpicious of any ſecret practices, entered on his government, 
% with the pleaſing hopes of being able to ſettle the affairs of it, 
« with honour to the nation, and ndrantege to the Company {4 


Lord Pigot took charge of the government on the 11th of De- 
cember 1775. And the general and ſeparate letters from the 


(1) See Narrative, fol. 1. 
| Court 


'DEPENCE. OF LORD PIGOT. 


Court of Directors became the immediate object of attention to 
Him and to his Council. To this Council it appeared that the 
orders reſpecting Tanjore were of ſuch a nature, as could not be 
communicated to the Nabob without much caution and deli- 
a cacy;” to the ſame council it appeared, that the concurrence of 

the Nabob in the execution of them would be, if not neceſſary, 
at leaſt expedient ; it appeared to be very deſirable that the Nabob 
ſhould be induced to requeſt the execution of them. To commu- 
nicate the orders, to engage the Nabob to a compliance with 


them, were taſks, which the Council intreated Lord Pigot to un». 


dertake (m). | 

At the firſt communication of the orders the Nabob affected at 
leaſt a diſpoſition to comply with them. He gave Lord Pigot the 
ſtrongeſt aſſurances, that He would be guided by his Lordſhip 8 


« advice upon all occaſions ().“ Soon, however, it appeared, that 


this diſpoſition was only affected. Letters after letters were written 
by the Nabob againſt the reſtoration of the Rajah. They all breathe 
the ſame ſpirit ; all ſpeak the ſame language with that which his 


Agent gave ſo early to the public (o). The ſame groundleſs claims | 


are advanced; the ſame unſupported facts aſſerted : the ſame pom- 
pous diſplay of ſervices rendered, or pretended to have been ten- 
dered, to the Company: the ſame complaints of diſaffection on 


the part of the Rajah : the ſame miſinterpretation of the treaty of 
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vernment, 
and commu- 
nicates to the 
Nabob the 
orders of the 


Company. 


Subſequent 
neg ociations 
with the Na- 
bobe 


1762: the ſame artful miſ-ſtatement of the date and the purport of 


his Majeſty's letter. On one point indeed He holds a very diffetent 


language from that which his Agent, from that which, on other 


occaſions, his Self has holden. On other occaſions we have ſeen 


(m) See Papers, vol. i. fol. 34, From the great caution and delicacy required 5 


in communicating theſe orders, the Council already felt what the Company had 


foretold that it would not be eaſy to control the power, which "oP had veſted i in 
the Nabob. | 


(n) See Papers, vol, i, fol. 35. 


(e, This correſpondence appears at length in ak vol. i i. fol. 33. An 
abſtract of it in Narrative, fol. 5 39. 


Him 


A 


5 
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Him make a clear diſtinction between the Company and the Go- 
vernor and Council: We have ſeen Him aceuſe the latter of ſacri- 
ficing the intereſts of the former to their own private views. Here 
He changes his ſtyle, and declares, © that He never conſidered 
* the Company and the Governor and Council as diftin& from each 


ie other.” The inference is obvious—The preceding Governor and 


Council had undoubtedly approved, fince by their help the Nabob 


had been enabled to effectuate, the uſurpation of Tanjore: their 
approbation involves the approbation of the Company, fince theſe 


bodies are not diſtin& from each other: Therefore the Company 
ſhould not now condemn what it had before approved, what it Self 


had done. With equal art He endeavours to engage the intereſt, 
and beſpeak the confidence of the Board ; the former, by recalling 


to their memory the many debts He owed to Engliſhmen'; debts, 


5 which were ſecured by afignments on the country of Tanjorez the 


776. 
peb. 9. 8. 
lonel Har- 
pur garriſons 
the Fort of 
Tanjore and 
delivers the 


Ring from 


priſon. 


latter partly by ſubmitting to their notice, that ſuch was his con- 
fidence in Them, that his wives, his family and his perſon were 


brought within reach of the cannon of Madraſs; and partly by 


offering to receive an Engliſh garriſon into thefort of Tanjore, pro- 


vided: the Sovereignty of the country might remain in his hands 
till farther orders could be received from England. 


Unwilling to irritate the Nabob ; deſirous, if poſſible, to act in 
concert with Him; ſolicitous that the gentleſt methods ſhould be 
purſued ; the anſwers, propoſed by Lord Pigot and adopted by the 
Board, were written with a ſpirit of great moderation, and con- 
ceived in terms of becoming reſpect. They did not reproach Him 
with the many proofs of diſaffection He had given to the. Engliſh ; 


They ſaid nothing of the repeated Efforts He had made, towards 


ſhaking off his dependence or the Company, towards rendering 

the Company dependent on Him ; They did not upbraid Him 

with the important ſervices He had received from the Engliſh ; 

They did not upbraid Him with the important fervices which- the 

I and his father had rendered to Him i in his diſtrels : : Not 1 
| wor 
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word. aid They. fay of his inveterate hatred againſt this betete : 
Prince; not a word of the many acts of oppreſſion, with which he | 
had harraſſed him, during the whole courſe of his reign (p). They 


contented. their Selves with ſimply ſtating, that the Company con- 


ſidered the treaty of 1762 to be ftill in force; conſidered their 


Selves, in quality of guarantees to that treaty, to be bounden to 
enforce the execution of it: That in conſequence of that obliga- 
tion They had ordered their Servants forthwith to reſtore the Ra- 
jah: That theſe orders had been given on the matureſt delibera- 
tion; and after having been laid before his Majeſty's Minifters for their 


approval (q): That at all events, therefore, the Governor and 


Council were under the neceflity of carrying theſe orders into im- 
mediate execution: That They could not receive the fort of Tan- 
jore under any conditions ; though They would certainly give every 
mark of attention to the intereſts of the Nabob, ſo far. as was con- 
ſiſtent. with the orders of the Company (r). In the mean time 
They accepted his offer of receiving a garriſon into the fort of 
Tanjore. And in conſequence of this offer, on the gth of Febru- 
ary 1766, Colonel Harpur took poſſeſſion of the Fort of Tanjore, 


and informed the unfortunate Rajah, that His perſon was free, 


and that He would ſoon be reſtored to His throne (s). 


This was a great point FS We Ie Wu Tay remained to be 
done. Lord Pigot was ſtill deſirous of obtaining the concurrence 
of the Nabob through the reſt of this delicate, and important buſi- 
neſs ; and was therefore ſtill ſolicitous, that gentle meaſures ſhould 
be purſued. Different at that time was the advice, if not the opi- 
nion, of ſome who now affect ſo much deference for the indepen- 
dent rights of the Nabob. One of Them (e) propoſed 2 meaſure 
the moſt raſhand precipitate ; no other than that of enforcing the 
| compliance of the Nabob, by the ſeizure of His perſon. The pro- 


(p) See the proofs of this | in the IntroduQion and 33 
(2) See Narrative, fol, 58. | (x) See Papers, vol. i, fol, 48. 
(s) Ib. fol. 57. ..) Mr. Mackay. 
| | ö poſal 
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pofal was not ſuggeſted in private, it was made publicly, in Council + 
it was not thrown out haſtily, it was made with deliberation; 
great pains were taken to evince the propriety of it (u). Violent as 


It now pleaſes this very gentleman to repreſent Lord Pigot, his 
. Lordſhip rejected, with becoming indignation, a meaſure, which no- 


thing but an open reſiſtance on the part of the Nabob could have 
rendered neceffary ; and which nothing but neceſſity conld have 
juſtißed, could have purged from the criminality. of a breach of . 


p * 4 


Dreadfully as the pl have fince pretended to be alarehblt 
at the violence of Lord Pigot's temper, They were then, We may 
venture to affirm, really alarmed at the coolneſs of his temper. It 
does not appear to have been their wiſh that the Rajah ſhould be 


reſtored. + Still leſs does it appear to have been their wiſh that the 


| reſtoration ſhould be effected in a cool and temperate manner. The 


man who ſhould conduct the buſineſs with coolneſs and temper, 


might be led to make enquiries. By ſuch a man, the validity of 
theſe tankas, or alignments, might be queſtioned; the confidera- : 
tion given for them might be too fcrupulouſly examined. The 
next attempt therefore was to take the whole conduct of this im- 
portant buſineſs out of the hands of Lord Pigot; and it was pro- 
poſed, that ** the Rajah ſhould be put into immediate poffeffion 


& of his country by the military officer commanding at Tanjore :" and 


that “ the execution of the Company's orders, on that head, ſhould be 


« referred entirely to that officer (x).“ The gentleman who pro- 


poſed this advice (y) was rather more cautious than his colleague : 
he did not propoſe it publicly in Council, but in private to his 
Lordſhip : he was not only cautious in the mode of making his pro- 
poſal, but ſolicitous, that, if accepted, it ſhould be properly 
executed ; and, therefore, provident that the military Officer command- 
ing at Tanjoreſhould be, in Ii opinion at leaſt, an able and a pro- 


(u) See Narrative, fol. 2. (x) Ibid, 0) Sir Robert Fletcher. 
5 | | = 


- 
- G 
/ 4 
- . 


Way pa OF, LORD|/P1GOT., 
| It was the lot of this gentleman to be-the- veſt military 
— on the Coaſt of Coromandel. Without aſking the conſent 
of the Council, without troubling Them with any information 
about it, He had previouſly taken care to ſend his own baggage, and - 
one of his Secretaries to Tanjore, And, knowing the cuſtoms of the 
Eaſt as well as the diſtreſſes of the Rajab, He had likewiſe been 
provident enough to ſmooth his way 'to the court of the Rajab, by 
borrowing money far the purpoſe of lending it to the Rijah (2). 
This propoſal met with the ſame fate as the former. The General 
was diſappointed ; and felt his diſappointment, - From this mo- 
ment he ſeems to have made it a point to hinder the execution f 
a meaſure which He was not allowed to conduct. He therefore . 
adviſed the Nabob to throw every obſtack in his Tordſbip's way: he © 
aſſured the Nabob, that his Lordſhip dared' not execute theorders 8 the 
ee EO ROE 11 


1 is not wonderful, that the Nabob ſhould liſten. to * Ader 1766 March 
9 a man in ſuch a ſtation. It is not wonderful, that liſtening 48. mend, 
to this advice, He ſhould be more and more tenacious of retaining that Lord Pi- 
the country, and the government of Tanjore. And in fact the 3 8 
ſtyle of his letters became every day more peremptory: his tone 
more determined. He ſignified to the Board, what He calls his 
be pleaſure in reſpect to his right to the Fanjore country, which 
« (he ſeys) is 4 part of the Carnatic (G). The Board therefore 
ceaſed to entertain any hopes of inducing Him to concur with them 
in the execution of the orders of the e an Tanjore. 


— 


- 1 
” 5 


(z) See Narrative, fol. 22. J e ey Sde This, | | 3 

(2) See Papers, vol. i. fol. 86. This idea of his having a right to the country 
of Tanjore, as a part of the Carnatic, the Nabob probably borrowed from his very 
intelligent friend Mr, John Macpherſon'; who, im a hort nemvrial of ſervices ren 
dered to the Nabob, takes tothis Self, and F believe very diſervedly, the merit of 7 
having fr diſcovered, that the Carnatic was guataritied to the Nabob by the treaty 


of Paris.++ He probably firſt diſcovered” too, that Tanjore 1 was a Jour of the N 
- natic, in the ſenſe for which the Nabob contends, 


+ See this memorial in the Minutes of Conſultation at Fort St. George, 10. 42, 1775, Indie Houſe, | 
＋ M 2 For 


And that the 
Country of 
Taojore be 
ected by 
the Compa- 
de troops; 
and that none 
but troo 
well diſci- 
plined and 
regularly 
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For this reaſon, and becaſe the Rate of the crop in the Tanjore 


country would not admit of any further delay, the Board was una - 
| nimouſly of opinion, that it was proper and neceſſary, that Lord 


Pigot ſhould immediately ſer out for Tanjore to carry the orders of 
the Company into effect, by placing the 8 in _ full a 
and manegement of his dominions (c). | 


On the two W 1 * the Board: were likewiſe unanimous in 
their opinions. They unanimouſly decided it to be neceſſary, not 
only that the fort of Tanjore ſhould be garriſoned by Engliſh troops 
but, that the whole country ſhould be protected by the troops of the 
Company. And in conſequence of this opinion, another battalion 


of Seapoys was ordered to march to the ſouthward to enable the 
Rajah to.colle& his revenues. They unanimouſly decided the 


ſafety of the Carnatic to depend upon the keeping a well diſciplined 
force, regularly paid, and the particular ſafety and quiet of every 


individual to require, that no other force be kept up. And in con- 


ſequence of this opinion they expreſſed their wiſhes that the Rajah 
of Tanjore would join them in their endeavours to eure the coun» 


try in that . e 


At the ſame Board 3 it was carried by a majority—thae the 8 


nor might take with Him to Tanjore, whatſoever Servants of the 
Company, civil or military, He might chuſe — that in virtue of 
his commiſſion of Government, Lord Pigot held the ſame autho- 


(e) See Narrative, fol, 239. And Papers, vol. i, fol. 88, The fate of the 


crop in the Tanjore country is here avowed to be the reaſon, why Lord Pigot ſhauld 
immediately ſet off for Tanjore, immediately reſtore the Rajah, Clearly therefore the 
Board were then unanimoully of opinion, that the government ſhare of the crop 


belonged to the Rajah, and not to the Nabob. Had they been of opinion that it be- 


longed to the Nabob, it would have been a reaſon, and a ſtrong one too, why 
the reſtoration of the Rajah ſhould have been deferred, He ſurely ſhould be kept 
or put in the poſſeſlion and management of the country, to whom the property af 


the country belonged. 
(4) See Narrative, fol. 60, Papers, vol, i. fol. 88, 
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city! hen preſent in any fort, factory, of ſettlement under; that 
Preſidency, as He held when preſent in Fort St. George—And'that 


ſuch guard as the Governor thought neceſſary ſhould attend Him. 


In conſequence of theſe reſolutions; Colonel Harpur, who com- 
manded at Tanjore, was directed to put his Self under the com- 


mand of Lord Pigot, and follow all ſuch orders, as He from time 


to time  thould receive from Him (e). 


0" was made, but rejected by a majority of the ſame 
Board, that at leaſt two members of the Council ſhould be joined 
in a deputation with the Preſident. This motion is remagkable, 
on account of the perſon who made it; the reaſons, by which it 
was ſupported ; and the conſequences produced by the rejection of 


Motion to 
join two 
Members of 
the Board in 


a — 


it. It was made by Sir Robert Fletcher. And He, it ſeems, wit 
ſo thoroughly convinced of the propriety, nay of the neceſſity of 


this deputation, that He would never have aſſented to the firſt 
reſolution . but “ upon the idea, that more members of the 
« Council, would, upon a fubſequent motion, be joinedwith'thePre- 
es fident, under expręſi and particular inſtructions figned by the Board: 
He declares ** the mode, adopted by the Board, to be without 
„example:; that, ſhould it be drawn into a precedent hereafter, 
eit might, in its conſequences, ſerve more to forward the perni- 


t cious ſchemes of individuals, than the honour and intereſt of the 


„% public.” He thought his Self bound to declare his opinion, 


„that the Board could not legally and conſtitutionally veſt in a de- 


% putation an undefined and unlimited power :” that He could 
« never hold his Self juſtified in conſenting to a delegation of the 
N powers of the Board, but in caſe of evident neceſſity, which ·— 


(s) See Narrative, fol. 60, Papers, vol. i, fol. 89, 90. The reader may ſee the 
reaſons aſſigned by thoſe who diſſented from the three laſt reſolutions and who pro- 
mw that relating to a deputation, in Narrative, 185 60—62, and Papers, vol. is 

l. gg—100. 


"Np That it was * for Lord T0 to ſet out immediate for Tie Ke, 


'to the very man, ** oz whoſe ſeaſonable exertion of thoſe peculiar abi- 
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in his opinion. the preſent was not (g). What weight theſe I. 


arguments might have, coming from the mauth of any other man, 
may be conſidered hereafter. From the mouth of Sir Robert 
Fletcher, they ſurely could have no weight. —Sir Robert, We have 
ſeen, had propoſed to delegate theſe ſame powers to the military 
officer, commanding at Tanjore: He had taken previous ſteps to be 
upon the ſpot, and conſequently to be the military officer command- 
ing at Tanjore, At that moment then He was under no apprehen- 
ſion from the ill conſequences of delegating the powers ofy the 
Board, But all at once, when-theſe powers were to be delegated 


7 litie for which He is fo Juſtly and eminently diſtinguiſhed,” the 
gon pany declared Taey relied, © in no ſmall degree, for ſucceſs (4);" 
the man, whom all the Servants of the Company, civil, or mi- 


litary, were to afiſt ; with whom, or with whoſe ſucceſſor (in caſe 


of his death) They were not to fail to concur in carrying the or- 


ders of the Company into immediate execution (i); then, and 


Propriety of 


the preceding 
reſolutions, 


not till then, ſuſpicions ariſe ; the views of the General are ex- 
tended; He kens from afar a whole hoſt of diſtant dangers ; and 
big with apprehenſions, agitated by fears of He knows not what, 
He wiſhes to with-hold from the civil Governor that power, which 
He conceived might have been ſafely lodged in the hands of a mi- 
my officer. 


But have theſe arguments any weight? Are the Gags really 
ſo 0 bie with danger? Let Us examine them with a little attention. 


From the terms of this minute one would be tempted to imagine 


that Sir Robert did not know, for moſt certainly he has not ſtated, 


(g) Meſſrs, Mackay, Jourdan, and Palmer voted for a deputation, and aſſigned 
ſome of the reaſons alleged by Sir Robert, adding, beſides, ſome of their own. 
Mr. Mackay afligns as. a reaſon, that the revenues of Tanjore are about a. million 
ſterling a year: — the Agent of the Nabob makes it balf a million: the word .ahout - 
may reconcile them. Meſſrs, Jourdan and Palmer were apprehenſive, that we 
might, be madg reſponſible for Lord Pigot's conduct. 

(5) Papers, vol. i. fol. 20. |. (#) See ibid; fol. 28, 29. 

| | | the 
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the objedt for which Lord pigot Was going to Tanjore. Dropping 
the object of his Lordſhip's miſſion, he  miſ-ſtates the meaſure of 
the power delegated for the purpoſe of effectuating that object: and 
wildly talks of the delegation of an undefined, unlimited power (#). 
But what was the fact ? The avowed, the ſole object of Lord Pi- 
got's going to Tanjore was to carry one ſpecific order into execu- 
tion: to reſtore the Rajah to his throne. The country to which, 
the terms upon which, the King was to be reſtored, were pre- 
ciſely marked by the Company, from whom both the Preſident and 
the Council derive their authority. To theſe orders, neither the 
Preſident, nor a deputation, nor even the Board could , any 
thing : from them nothing could be diminiſhed. The function to 
be diſcharged was therefore a function of the executive pos 755 
and this by its very nature is limited. The Board thereſore -an 
very properly I truſt the reader will think left it to be diſcharged 
by one man; by that man, upon whoſe abilities their Employers 
had avowed their firm reliance, Not chuſing to fetter Him with 
unneceſſary reſtraints, They refuſed to join others with Him as $0 
co-deputies : They gave Him no other inſtruction, but this, which 2 
the reader, I truſt, will conceive to be the only proper inne 
« Go and carry the orders of the Company into execution. | 
Did He chuſe to be affiſted by the advice of any Servant of the 
Company? The Board conſented. They would not compel Him 
to be guided by the opinion of others; and therefore They would 
not give Him co-deputies: but neither would They deprive Him 
of any aſſiſtance He deſired; and therefore They left Him at liberty 
to take any Servants of the Company He might chuſe. For all the 
Servants of the Company, civil and military, had been expreſsly - 
commanded to 2/i/# Him; to concur with Him in the execution 
of this order. To ſecure the execution of the orders of the Com- 
pany, the preſence of the troops had been deemed to be neceſſary. - 
For this purpoſe therefore, and for this purpoſe alone, thoſe troops - 


(i) The author of the Caſe, whether through ignorance, or deſign, follows 
Sir Robert in this miſtake, 


1 ; | — | Pio) p 
* 
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| employed on that ſervice. were put under his command. The 
commiſſion of government was read. There in expreſs words the 
Company was found to declare We have appointed Lord Pigot 
© to be Preſident and Governor of, and for, all our affairs on the 

«© Coaſts of Coromandel and Orixa, and of the Chingee and Ma- 
© ratta-countries, and of all the territories thereunto belonging : | 
* 2nd of all and fingular the forts, fuctories, and ſettlements territories, 
_ countries, and juriſdiftions thereof (J. The Board therefore de- 
clared that, which their Employers had declared before them; 
namely, that by virtue of this commiſſion, Lord Pigot held the 
|  ſamethority when preſent in any fort, factory, or ſettlement 
under the Preſidency, as He held when preſent in Fort St. George. 
| Abd They added—what the reader, I truſt, will conceive to be a 
*amnecellary appendage to his ſtation, a neceſſary conſequence from 
the preceding poſition—that ſuch a guard ſhould attend his Lord- 
ſhip, as He thought neceſſary. What is there now in this prece- 
dient, which in its conſequences may ſerve to favour the perni- 
1 eious ſchemes of an individual?“ What is there to juſtify the au- 
thor of the Caſe when He ** defies the records of the India Com- 
«pany to produce two ſuch bareſaced inſtances of diſobedience to 
« their conſtitution and orders (?“ I am not fond of defying, but 
if this gentleman will ceaſe to miſtate, under pretence of inter- 
preting ; if he will ſuffer the Board to ſpeak their own language; 
if he will reaſon from their text, and not from his comments 1 
4 for once will venture to defy him. With all his acumen I defy 
him to prove, that theſe reſolutions are repugnant to the conſtitu- 
tion of the government of Madraſs, or to the orders of the Company. 


Hitherto, Lord Pigot obſerves, © there was no appearance of 
1 any party in Council (u). The author of the Ca improves upon 
. 5 | this remack, and tells us, that the firſt appearance of any 
- « diſagreement in the Council was on occaſion of theſe reſolu- 


() See Papers, vol. i. fol. 14. m) See Caſe, fol, 14. 
() See Narrative, fol. 2. : 


« tions 
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et tions (v). | His-Lordſhip's remark-is-true,” but the author of the 
Caſe ſeems to be miſtaken; Diſagreements there had been on ac-' 


count of, private claimt; and diſagreements, which had left a rank- 


ling ſting in the breaſt of the diſappointed (p). Diſagreements there 
had been about this very buſineſs of Tanjote. But there is a wide 


interval between diſagreements and parties. Men may diſagree 
this moment, and unite more firmly the next. But the ſpirit of 
party eres a ſettled and permanent wall of ſeparation; Diſagree- 


ments may divert the machine from the ſtrait line; but parties 
convulſe and tear it aſunder. Whatever diſagreements there had 
been, it was now; on this occaſion, on the rejection of this mo- 
tion for. co-deputies, that an appearance of party in Council Was 
firſt diſcovered. And this appearance was diſcovered preciſely a 


the moment, when it might have been expected. For arp 


ſhould ariſe from diſappointed avarice and ambition is not I think 
unuſual in the hiſtory of mankind. The Commander in Chief had 
uſed every endeavour to be one of the co-deputies.” He had pe- 


ruſed with attention the new military regulations: and there He 


ſaw a wide proſpect opening to a man of an intriguing ſpirit: He 


had graſped, in imagination, the chief, perhaps the ſole, ma- 
nagement of this important buſineſs. Mr. Jourdan was intimate 
with Mr. Benfield. With this ſame Mr. Benfield others were con- 
nected. As co-deputies they might ſupport his claims to effect. 
Perhaps friendſhip, perhaps a ſtronger tie, than modern friend- 


ſhip in the Eaſt, united Them in the wiſh of ſupporting theſe 


claims. "Theſe motives were obvious to a common eye. There 


might be others. And, let me do juſtice to his diſcernment, others 
have been diſcovered by the ſhrewd author of the Caſe. I ſhou'd 
have been fearful of being the firſt to ſuggeſt them. But ſeeing 
they are ſuggeſted, 1 muſt allow them at leaſt to be poſſible, 


(e) See Caſe, fol. 13. | | | 

- (p) Sir Robert Fletcher and Mr. Sankar the former of whom, at the e 
of the latter, propoſed to write to the Directors to take the bar off the latter, and 
allow him ro riſe in ſucceſſion inſtead of continuing youngeſt in Snail See Nar- 
many fol, 29. . d 
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| Poftible it is, “that Governor Wynch, and his Council, made 


« their fortunes by dethroning the Rajah (9) :” Poffible it is, 
for the opponents of Lord Pigot to have conceived, that to re- 
eſtabliſh a Rajah might be made * as profitable a buſineſs,” as to 
dethrone one (7): Poſſible it is, that the hope of ſharing in this 
profit, dictated the motion for a deputation. Poſſible it is, that 
diſappointment, at being prevented from making the reſtoration of 


the Rajah © a profitable branch of buſineſs” excited and ſtrength- 


ened that ſpirit of party, which has fince overturned the govern- 
ment of Madraſs. Are the opponents of Lord Pigot angry at theſe 
ſuppoſitions? Let their anger be directed againſt the man; who 
_ profelling to write in their defence, has ſeen fit to . them. 


. By whatever motives the opponents of Lord Pigot were actuated, 


He was careful to give the moſt unequivocal marks of the purity of 
his intentions He red to take Mr. Fourdan with him. Mr. 
Jourdan had before ſtrenuouſly inſiſted on the neceſſity of a deputa- 
tion. He ſtood a candidate for the poſt; He muſt therefore be a 
little hurt at his difappointment. Beſides, He was connected 
with Benfield. He was therefore of all men the laſt whom 
bis Lordſhip would have choſen as a witneſs of his conduct, had 
He propoſed any finiſter view in going to Tanjore. The offer was 
accepted. Mr. Jourdan went as an aſſiſtant, though He could not 


go as a co-deputy (5). 


But before his Lordſhip ſet out, the Nabob made one more effort 
to keep what He till maintained to be His right (e). The ſtile of 


() See Caſe, fol, 13. The author threatens at leaſt to bring proofs of this. Not 
more for the ſake of public juſtice, than in defence of his own candor, is He 
bounden, if he can, to put his threat in execution. a 

(r) See Ibid, | 

(s) See Narrative, fol, 3. Papers, vol. i. fol. 100. 


(:) What the Nabob means by right may be learned by his own letters in the 
Appendix. Whatever he could obtain by the ſtrength of his own troops and the 


affiſtance of the Engliſh, — neens We gary 2et——yo 
de his right. * 
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Ggnitied His pleaſure to the Board, concerning the country of Tan- 


jore; He now prefers his regugſt. Out of the ſums to be collected 


in the Tanjore country He propoſes to diſcharge the debt He had 
contracted, to pay the troops in garriſon, to defray other neceſſary 
expences of Government, and to ſet apart the remainder untouched, 
till an anſwer could be received from Europe (u). To judge of the 
admiſſibility of this offer, the reader will recollect, that the Nabob 
had, or pretended to have, involved his Self ſo much in debt, that 
the whole produce of all the Arcot province for twelve months to 
come would barely pay his creditors: that He owed five lagks of 
pagodas to his troops: that the aſſignments granted on the Tan- 


8 
this application differs from his former. Before, We have ſeen, He to begs on 


jore country were ſo enormous, that the Board doubted, whether : * 
the country could ever pay them; that at all events, it could 


only pay them by inſtallments (x). What then was this mighty de- 
poſit, which was to remain untouched till the orders from the Com- 


pany could arrive ? The propoſal was nugatory : evidently calcu- . 


lated to retard the reſtoration of the Rajah, and to ſecure to the 


Nabob the crop of another year. It was left therefore, as it de- 
ſerved to be left, unnoticed. And Lord Pigot proceeded to Tan- 
jore on the zoth of March, accompanied by Meſſrs. Dalrymple 
and Jourdan, members of the Council; by Mr. Chambers and 
Captain Wood Y. | 


To N of che conduct of Lord Pigot during his ſtay at Tan- 
jore, the reader muſt revert to the orders of the Company, and to 
certain reſolutions of the Board (2). 


Their firſt order was to reſtore the Rajah, Lord Pigot arrived at 


Tanjore on the 8th of April (a). On the 11th of the ſame month 8 


4.) Papers, vol. iu fel. gs, (090 Ses ibid. fol. 58, 59 
(y) See Papers, vol. i. fol. 100. 


(z) See back, ſect. i. fol. 57 to the end, and likewiſe the beginning of this Section. 
(ﬆ) | See Papers, vol, i, fol, 100, 
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it was given out in public orders, that the Rajah was reſtored to tile 
: Government of his country, in the full extent fob that Government 
at the tic of the e of 1762 G0 
The Rajah was to admit a garriſon of the Compioy' $ troops in 
the Fort of Tanjore: that garriſon was already admitted. He was 
to aſſign to the Company revenues ſufficient for the maintenance of 
thoſe troops; for military ſtores; for the repairs of the fortifica- 
tions; and for other contingent expences. That Lord Pigot ob- 
tained all this will not be denied by his enemies: no: here their 
charge i is fingular indeed; it is, that He obtained, for the Com- 
pany, terms more advantageous than the Company had ventured 


do demand for their Selves, This part of his conduct deſerves & 


de moſt ad. 


' particular attention. 

The Company could not but FSR that in 44665 the number of 
troops to garriſon the Fort of Tanjore, in aſcertaining the works 
and repairs neceſſary for the ſecurity of the fort, in arranging the 
"contingent expences, diſputes might ariſe: poſſible it was, 
that the preſent, or ſome future Rajah might not be willing 
to contribute enough: poſſible it was, that ſome future Governor, 
and Council, might demand too much. The ' Servants of the 
Company have not always been diſtinguiſhed for reluctance in 
aſking : few are the temptations, which their fleſh and blood have 
been able to withſtand. 80 far as general orders could go, the 
Company did go, towards preventing fuch diſputes for the future; 
or towards terminating amicably ſuch as might not be prevented. 

Farther They could not go. If the Rajah were to defend the reſt 
of his country with his own troops, ſtill however difputes might 
. ariſe : diſputes had ariſen, and very frequent, and very ſerious 
ones, on this very ſubject, between the Nabob and the Company. 
Look into their archives, and you may extract whole volumes of 


| p 


(0) See ibid, fol, 102, 103 


* 
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complaints. One mode indeed there was, by which theſe diſputes | 
might de for ever preeluded: that mode was to prevail on the 


Princes of the Carnatic to diſpband all their troops, except only 
ſuch as ſhould be paid by the pay-maſter, and diſciplined by the 
officers, of the Company. This mode the Council was commanded 
to adopt, with reſpect to the Zemindars in the Northern Circars : 
to the ſame mode the Company had often and earneſtly intreated 
the Nabob to conſent. There was a moment, when the Council 


had ſuffered their Selves to hope, that They might bring the Na- 
bob to conſent to it: there was a moment, when They ſuffered 


their Selves to hope, that They ſhould ** very ſoon be able to ad- 
« viſe their Employers, that there would be no troops on the coaft 


* of Coromandel, but what were paid by their pay- maſters, ah@. + 
But the Nabob was not ſo to 


t commanded by their officers (c).“ 
be perſuaded : He was deaf to all their intreaties. The Rajah, on 
the other hand, did not wait to be intreated. What the other had 
ſullenly refuſed to repeated ſollicitations, He offered chearfully 
and unſollicited. He was not ignorant of the unanimous reſolu- 
tions of the Board—that, in the preſent exigence, not only the 
Fort of Tanjore ſhould be garriſoned, but the country of Tanjore 
ſhould be protected by the Company's troops: 
the ſafety of the Carnatic would depend upon maintaining a force 
well diſciplined and regularly paid: He knew that, under that de- 
ſcription, They meant a force to be diſciplined by the officers, and 
to be paid by the pay-maſter of the Company. He knew what 
had been expreſt as the wiſh of the Board- that He would concur. 


with Them in their endeavours to put the country in ſuch a ſitua- 


tion (4). No ſooner was He reſtored to his throne: than He deter- 


mined to gratify Their wiſhes; to concur with Them in Their 
meaſures. He determined to concur in a way, that ſhould prove _ 


it to be his own voluntary act; that ſhould ſeem as if He aſked, 
rather than conferred, a favour. And in very truth the advantages 


(e) See Papers, vol, i, fol. 39. (4) Ibid, fol. 88. 


of & 


— That, in future, | 
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are mutual. —* In the preſent condition of my country (ſays He 
in a letter to Lord Pigot) & the placing a garriſon of Engliſh troops 
is exceedingly neceſſary : but beſides this garriſon, if the Com- 
«« pany will allow ſome more troops likewiſe for the protection of 
% my whole country, this alſo will be highly proper. If, by the 
x | « favour of Heaven, this be put in immediate execution, neither 1, 
Ws. % nor any of my family, will need to apprehend, that the calamities 
* of war will fall upon this country again: and if the Company 
* will only favour me thus far, I will with pleaſure aſſign Them, 
out of my revenues, the ſum of four lacks of pagodas per annum 
** for their military expences (e).“ Obvious were the reaſons which 
would have rendercd it indelicate, as well as impolitic, in the 
Company, to have made this a condition of reſtoring the Rajah : 
but not a fingle reaſon can be aſſigned, why, coming from Him, 
as a free, and voluntary offer, They ſhould not chearfully accept it. 
It was a meaſure, which tended to prevent all diſputes between 
the Rajah and the Company; this was a mutual benefit. It fur- 
niſhed a fund for ſupplying the deficiency which was likely to 
ariſe in the receipts of the Company after the diſcharge of the Na- 
bob's arrears ; it was ſtrictly conformable to the ſyſtem, which the 
Company had ſo often and fo warmly recommended; theſe were 
advantages to the Company, On the other hand, it was a conſi- 
derable ſaving to the Rajah, for this ſum was conſiderably leſs 
than the uſual expences of his military eſtabliſhment ; and above 
all, it gave ſecurity to his poſſeſſions, by preventing thoſe diſputes 
which muſt otherwiſe have been conſtantly ariſing between the 
people of the Nabob, and the people of the Rajah in every part of 
their reſpective frontiers. 


Vacandid That a meaſare, Mrodu@tive'vf 21 ſecurity to the poſſeſ- 
cenſure Falt-. ſions of the Rajah, ſhould diſpleaſe the Nabob, would not be ſur- 


ed on thi 
| ob priſing. Not ſurpriſing would it be, that engineers and contrace 
(e) See Papers, vol. i, fol. 103. 


tors 


- DEFENCE OF LORD PIGOT, 
tors ſhould ſhudder at a plan, which for ever precluded the gain- 
ful trade of erecting forts and repairing works, by the orders of 
one, but at the expence of another, maſter: which rendered uſe- 
leſs that great, beſt leſſon of arithmetie— tlie ſettling of contingent 
expences—By engineers and contractors, by the liſted advocates of 
the Nabob, we might expect to ſee every art of ſophiſtry employed 
to diſtort the meaning of this agreement. From them. we ſhould 
hear without ſurprize—* That by this ſtipulation of a fixed ſub- 
« fidy to be paid by the Rajah, the equity of the Company's orders 
« was totally ſet ade “ That to accept an offer of the Rajah, was 
« to diminiſh the authority of the Rajah.” —Nay, without much 


= X * ? ; $7 : 
4 bY 3 


conduct, by _ 


Mr. Haſtings, 


ſurprize, from them too we might hear“ that it was an Ifringe- | 
© ment of the rights of the Nabob of the Carnatic.” — They might 
miſ-ſtate it as © a power exerciſed over the vaſſal of the Nabob to 


i the total excluſion of the ſovereignty of the Nabob:“ for They 


are accuſtomed to miſ-ſtate :=They might angrily conclude—for - 


They are apt to be angry that the meaſure was therefore unau- 

« thoriſed, contrary to the orders of the Company, and illegal .“ 
But ſhould this language be holden by a Seryant of the Company, 

well inſtructed in the views of the Company, and in the ſyſtem of 
their government on the coaſts of Coromandel; maſter of the con- 
ſtitution of Indoſtan, and of the reſpective rights of the Rajah and 
the Nabob ; with all the correſpondence of the Company, and the 
government of Fort St. George lying open before Him ſhould it 
be holden by a Servant of diſtinguiſhed rank, head of a ſettlement g 
of the firſt ſettlement in the poſſeſſion of the Company :—ſhould. 
it be holden by the Governor and Preſident of a ſettlement, which: 
had, to certain purpoſes, a controling power over all the other: 
ſettlements in India; which had been ſpecially, direQed: to co- 
operate with the government of Madraſs in carrying their: orders; 
for the reſtoration of the Rajah into execution What ſenſations; 
would it then excite ? Not barely ſurprize, not unmixed indig= 


(See Papers, vol, li. fol. 299, 29. 
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nation; but ſenſations,, which, 1 think; "oy men in the world 


All the con- 
ditions pro- 
ſed by the 


mpany 


42 ſals 
e by the 
Rajah, re- 


lating to the . 


grain of the 
current year, 


The former 
accepted, the 
latter declin- 


would wiſh to excite. 


By this Ripulationthe true meaning and ſpirit of the II. III. IV. 
conditions to be performed by the Rajah (g), and of the II. III. 
IV. V. VI. VII. conditions to be performed by the Company (4) 
were fully and effectually accompliſhed ; and every difficulty, 
which might have ariſen, by any other gs mode of carrying. 


them into execution, was avoided. | To the other conditions, 


which Lord Pigot was inſtructed to demand of the Rajah, the ter 
readily, and in'the Gare derm, aſſented (i). | 


TwW O ber propoſals were nee by the Raja: We will give E 
them i in his own words: | 


«As my finances are in utter diſorder, and the ſtate of my 
* country all in confuſion. I muſt throw my Self on the Company 
« for my preſent ſupport: I therefore wiſh Them to buy of Me, 
« at a reaſonable rate, all the grain of the preſent year; excepting 


% what my country may be in need of: by this meaſure the Com- 


« pany will not be burthened, and 1 ſhall be enabled to defray the 
1 * expences of my govertiment without R in debt.“ 


«Finally, as the fort of Devi Cotah has eben annexed to 
« it, I beg the Company will take what 5735 think proper as a de- 
+ nk thereon (9. & 


Of theſe offers, they being referred by his Lordſhip to the Board, 
the former was accepted as mutually advantageous, the latter de- 
clined as not warranted by the orders of the Company. 


Ae) See back, Sect. 7. 0) See Ibid, 
(i) See Papers, vol. i. fol. 103, 104. (4) See Ibid, vol, i, fol, 104. 


Thus 
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| Thus far the conducb of Lord pigot is Ates feprosch· Thus Lord Pigov' Wo A 


far at leaſt He acted as a faithful Servant, obedient to the orders f. r irre- 

of the Company; as an intelligent negociator; attentive to the 1 
ſpitit of his inſtructions. From all that has hitherto o 3 
one charge, and one alone, can be collected. That He had diſ 00. 


cerument to ſeize, and addrefs to inſure, the greateſt poſſible ad- 5 7 4 
vantages which could be procured, by the reſtoration of the Ra- " 
Jab, both to that Rajah and to his own employers.” s 3 1 | be: 


' From ſuch a chargelittle would. He have to fear, unless at the 2 

tribunal of the Nabob: or, peradyenture, at the tribunal. of the on it by Mr. 
' Governor-general of Bengal. And, in truth, ſo eager was the r 
latter to condemn that, rather than not condemn, He ſerupled 

not to urge as the ground of almoſt a criminal charge — That the 

terms obtained from the Rajah were too advantageous to the Com- | 
pany to have been fairly obtained. This poſition advanced, He „ 
goes on to infer an indirect influence ; hiats his ſuſpicions, that the. 

Rajah's letter was not his, own productian, but written by Lord | NY 
Pigot to his Self (/).—This is tender ground; it is not for every g "i 
man to tread it. Let this man aſk. his Self :=* Is it for me to 2 
* ſtand forth and accuſe another of obtaining declarations by indi- 

e rect influence aa But, ere he anſwer, let him remember one thing * 

— There are—at leaſt poſſibly there may be—who have read a cer- 

tain printed trial of Fowke and others for a conſpiracy : poſſibly. 

thoſe who have read this trial may have memories; they may not 

have forgotten, . that, in the proceedings previous to that trial, a | 
certain gentleman ſtands accuſed of this very charge of obtaining | 7 
papers by indirect influence: That this accuſation is preferred, 

not upon ſuſpicion, not upon preſumption, not by inference, but 15 
in plain terms, but by a man who ſpeaks to facts to which he. by 
was aneye and an ear witneſs, who gave his depoſition upon oath, — 
left it on record (n). Theſe men perhaps * be Ware to aſæ; 8 


(1) See Abſtract, fol. 86, 87. 


(n) See the Paper marked No 1, in fol. 15. of 8 . to the Trial 
of Fowke and others at Bengal, delivered by ä Ally Cawn ues 
the 2 F bis rehgion, 1 STR] 5 
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is it from his own practice that this candid jutlge takes the rule by 


. .., "Which to meaſure the conduct of Lord Pigot ? What is meant by 


an indirect influence? Does it mean threats, compulſion ? Not the 
minuteſt proof is alleged of the exertion of this kind of influence. 
That his Lordſhip acquainted the Rajah with the wiſhes of the 
Board, with the wiſhes of the Company ; that He endeavoured to 
evince the reaſonableneſs of theſe wiſhes, He does not barely ac- 
knowledge, He glories in it. But this is neither to threaten nor 
to compel. Why ſhould He threaten or compel? What motive is ſug- 


_ geſted? Could this arrangement ſerve any private intereſt of Lord 


Pigot ? Could it tend to fill his private purſe ? Could it ſerve to the 
_ gratification of his revenge, or to the calming of his fear? Had he 
an enemy to deſtroy ? any proſecution to ſtop ? Men ſeldom uſe an 
indirect influence to effectuate meaſures of which all the benefit 
is to go to the public. Why then muſt an indire& influence be 
ſuſpected ? Becauſe : the offer made by the Rajah”—to pay a cer- 
tain ſubſidy, and leave the protection of his country to the Com- 
pany—** was contrary to the intereſts of the Rajah.” The reverſe 
of this has been ſhewn to be true, 'The Rajah thought other wife; 
the Company thought otherwiſe. And not on this occaſion, and 

not with reſpect to the Rajah alone. It is the very plan, which 
the Company has, for a long ſeries of years, been conſtantly hold- 
ing forth to the Nabob, as moſt conformable to his nterefts. The. 
archives of the Company are full of remonſtrances on this very 
head (u). And the arrears, which the Nabob now owes to his. 
troops, are alone, were others wanting, an unanſwerable proof, 
that it would be for the intereſt of the Nabob to make the ſame 
ſtipulation as the Rajah has made. But * other declarations of the 
% Rajah, inconſiſtent with his dependency, tend to confirm the 
« ſuſpicion.” When it ſuits the purpoſe of this impartial judge, 
the Rajah is a vaſal (o) ; and to make any ſtipulation is a denial of 
the ſovereignty of his Lord: when it ſuits his purpoſe the Rajah is 
independent „ and to make any en inconſiſtent with the dig- 


(* Many proofs appear in the IntroduQtion, and ö in \ the * 
(s) See Papers, vol. ii, fol. 291. | 
nity 


ally of eee is a 


of an indirect influence. But what are theſe Aeli 7 Tike 


them in the words of the Rajah “ The country of Tanjore it 

« Company's : L have only to beg that They will preſerve my 1 
« nour (p). From the long reſidence of Mr. Haſtings in the Eaſt, 
it would not have been unreaſonable to expect his ear to be accuſ- 
tomed to the ſwell of eaſtern compliments: from the many offices 


he has holden under the Company, it would not have been unrea- 


ſonable to expect Him to be a little converſant in the archives of 


the Company. There He might have learned, that this declara- 


tion, much as it may pain the delicacy of his feelings, deeply as it 


* * 6 * 
7 eg 1 


may ſeem to him to wound the dignity of the independence of the 
| Rajah, is but a /iteral repetition of the declaration made by the 


father of the Rajah : made, not when He was recovering a 
throne by our help but, when he was riſſeing a throne in our ſer- 
vice; when his troops were fightmg our battles; when the ſub- 
ſiſtence oe, our owe depended moon his W dl 


When it \ was propoſed that Lord Pigot. ſhould go WRAP to Tan- 
jore, unencumbered with co-deputies, unſhackled by other in- 
ſtructions, than thoſe of the Company; one objection we may 
remember to have been urged by Sir Robert Fletcher; namely, 
that He (Sir Robert) * could not conſent to a delegation of the powers 


«« of the Board. From this phraſe the reader might be tempted to 


think the candid a of the Caſe to be right; when, with his 
accuſtomed elegance and preciſion, he tells us, that Lord Pigot 


got the Council to delegate all power to himſelf alone, for finif- 


_ 13. 


and his cont. 


1766. May | 
Lord 


Pi got returns 
to Madraſs, 


duct is ap- 


the 


«* ing the buſineſs of Tanjore (r) ;” and thence He might be led to 


conclude, that, from the hour of his departure to that of his re- 


turn, his Lordſhip took no notice of the Board; gave Them no 


000 See Papers, vol. i. fol. 104. 
(2) See Appendix, B. No. XI. fol, 8. 


(r) Caſe, fol. 16. There is, though the accuracy of; this writer 3 or his 


candor will not, ſee it, a wide difference between imply refloring the Rajah, and 
_ © finiſhing the buſineſs of Tanjote.“— The Rajah is reſtored, but bold is the man 
who aſſerts, that the bulineſs of Tanjore is finiſhed even yet, 


+ 0 2 informa- 


7 


information of his motions, or intentions, or actions; aſked. no- | 
| advice; decided every thing ; leſt nothing to- be referred; and 
that, at his return, He contented bis Self by telling Them, in 
the ſullen language of Pilate—** Quod fect, feci.” Pardonable no 
doubt would be the reader, who, guided by ſuch informants, - 
ſhould fall into this myfake. Still, however it would be a miſtake. 
While he was at Tanjore his Lordſhip regularly correſponded with 
the Board(s); referred every thing to Them, decided nothing 
without Them, ſave only what was too plainly included in the 
orders of the Company, for reſtoring the Rajah, to admit either of 
doubt or of delay. He declared, under his hand, that He con- 
ceived his Self to be authoriſed only to carry into execution . the 
orders of the Court of Direcrors for reftaring the Rajah of Tan- 
« jore (t)” At his return He laid before the Board a diary of all 
his proceedings (a), together with ſuch letters from the Nabob, 
and other papers which, having received them on the road, He 
had not yet found an opportunity of communicating. After an: 
attentive conſideration of this diary and theſe papers, the Board 
approved of his Lordſhip's proceedings on his commiſſion to Tanjore (x), 
The approbation of the general line of his conduct was unanimous. 
But Sir Robert Fletcher, ſtruck, as it ſhould ſeem, with the pro- 
. priety of his Lordſhip's proceedings, unwilling to approve, and 
unable to cenſure with ſucceſs, after the firſt unanimous vote of 
approbation, retired from the Board under pretence of indiſpoſi- 
tion %. Of the ten members who remained five, excluſive of 
the Prefident, expreſſed their approbation without reſerve ; three 
approved the whole of his Lordſhip's conduct, ſave only in one 
fingle 9 1 and a en os Wxagks to that one, WA to a 


65 See . vol; i. fol. 100—115. 
(i) See Papers, vol. i. fol. 108.— The reader will ſoon have occaſion to ITY 


that among the crimes urged againſt his Lordſhip are 2his very declaration and the- 

conſequent reference of Mr. Renfield's claims to the Council. 
() See Narrative, fol. 66. Papers, vol, i, fol. 115—14t. 
(x) See Narrative, fol. 67. Papers, vol. i. fol. 148, 149. 
O See ibid. 55 ; | 


| ſecond, 
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| 1 0 tranſaction; neither of Fs eren materially 
affected the reſtoration of the Rajah (3)- PRs Mi 


Thus far at leaſt the approbation of "oy Council wilt be 2 fol Aol 08 1 
anſwer to any charge which that Couneil can bring againſt his 4 * be Coort of | .- 
Lordſhip. Then, when this approbation was given, They were, * 
in full poſſeſſion of every intelligence, of every document, which J.. 

They poſſeſs now: nothing was with-holden from Them: even 
the letters of the Nabob were before Them: thoſe very letters, 

* which, betraying all the art of an European Agent, boaſt of His— | 
the Nabob's “ always declaring it oπm opinions, always ſu gg. = 
« veſting his aun arguments: thoſe very letters which ſtate inu- 
ries never received, promiſes never given, and the acceptance of 
propoſals conſtantly rejected (a). But we need not rely upon the 
approbation of the Council. We may refer to a higher authority, 
to the Court of Directors. So late as the month of july in this 
preſent year, after the conduct of Lord Pigot had been fully can- 
vaſſed, in Committees, in Courts of Directors, in General Courts, | 
in the Houſe of Commons, the Court of Directors expreſt tze 
Fulleſt, the moſt unreſerved, approbation of this part of his Lord- 
ſhip's conduct. Let Them Ye? their own nates 1 is 
what they ay to the Rajah (6). 421 85 


— 5 | + 


We cannot but embrace this 8 to acknowledge wwe "Sd 
e receipt of your letter, dated the 21ſt of October 1776, by which 8 


(z) See ibid. The two tranſactions to which objection was made, were the 
eſcorting the Dobbeer from the Nabob's country; and the. flogging of Comera- 
Dubaſh. Theſe tranſactions will be conſidered in the next ſection,  _ 
() See Papers, vol. i. fol. 145—148. In theſe letters the Nabob pretends en- 
gagements from Lord Pigot——That his Kelledar was to remain in the Fort with the 
fame authority he had before That his troops were to be paid. out of the Tan- 
jore revenues—though on other occaſions. he has reptatedly acknowledged, that 
Lord Pigot would not accept the Fort under any conditions. In theſe letters, He ' - = 
ſays, that the whole of the rent of the Tanjore country was affigned to his creditors, on 
though He had before talked of a part of theſe rents, which were to * kept un- 
touched, till the Company's orders could be known. 


(5) See Letter from the Court of Directors to the "_ of — 95 dated July 
26, mer India Houſ 6 bn 


Fd 
« You 


— 
= 
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Vou have been pleaſed to open a correſpondence, which mY ol 
= 4 give Us the greateſt ſatisfaction; as We would firmly believe, 
„ that it will prove the beginning of that amitable intercourſe, atiſ- 
E ing not only from inclination, but from thy onfderation * mutual | 

i advantage.” | 


We are truly convinced of: your Fung diboftion tawards Us 
by the uncommon warmth -You have ſhewn for our intereſt, 
** particularly by the offer You made our Prefigent,. of conferring on 
Us a grant of land round Devi Cotah ; and although our Preſi- 
e dent did not then think /im Self authoriſed to receive it, We ſhall 
| % mitn grateful thanks accept this farther mark of your attachment, 
.* in the grant of ſuch tract of lands, as may be of ſervice to Us, 
i and not productive of any inconvenience to your Self: at the 
« fame time We wiſh to declare our entire ſatisfaftion at the terms 
4 2ohich have been ſettled between You and our Preſident ; by which 
% You have been pleaſed to fix an annual ſub/idy for the ptoviſion of 
.« ſuch military Expences as may be incurred for the defence of the 
"WS; country of Tanjore.” - 


„ Thus bappy i in the future proſpect of a long EY Ane nel | 
** union with You We moſt ardently with, We could as well ſecure 
% You in the enjoyment of all pub/ic and domeſtic bleſſings, as We 
* & ſhall convince You that the Engliſh Eaſt India Company will ne- 
, yer withdraw their protection from Thoſe, whoſe rights have a 
5 * claim upon their juſtice. | ; 
beim or Thus far, then, as to the firſt great object of the 8 s in- 
8 ſtructions, namely, the reſtoration of the Rajah. That was en- 
truſted to Lord Pigot alone: and it was happily and honourably 
accompliſhed, This his enemies, this his accuſers, confeſt at the 
time: this his Employers have ſince confirmed. But much re- 
mained to be done ere the whole purpoſe of the Company with re- 
ſpect to Tanjore could be ſaid to be fulfilled: ere “ the affairs 
« reſpecting Tanjore“ could be ſaid (in the words of the Com- 
| pany) to be eee, to be finally adjuſted (c). New 
a 8 . . 
day EO difficulties 


DEINE or LORD PIGOT. 4 1 1 
© difficulties ſoon aroſe. For, immediately after hisLord(hip's return e 
to Madraſs, a claim came under the conlideration of the. Board, by 
the event of which the accommodation, the final adjuſtment, of | 
the affairs reſpecting Tanjore could not but be very materially | — 
affected. This claim was made by a man of the name of Benſel. „ 
We have heard of Him already. And, as the ſupport of this claim _— 

pad no ſmall ſhare in overthrowing the Government of Fort St; | 

George, every 1 this tranſaction deſerves a minute e. | 


The lands on the Coalt of Coromandel aro 3 cultivaged: =. 1 
by the communities of the teſpective villages. The produce forms = 

a common ſtock. Out of this ſtock certain portions are allotted 
to the public officers 3 certain portions to the maintenance of the 
Pagodas, the repair of the Tanks, and other public ſetvices 3. cer= „ 
tain portions to the government. The remainder appertains to 
the communies who cultivate. | This, arrangement, has. its advan-. 
tages: each of theſe claſſes is a check on the others, + The por- 
tions allotted to Government and to the cultivators vary according 
to the expence and labour of cultivation. The cultivators are ge- 
nerally poor. They are therefore obliged to borrow money. The 
Shroffs, or Bankers, were accuſtomed to advance the ſums that were 
wanting; which ſums were payable out of the portions allotted to. 
the cultivators. But, for ſome years, the Nabob has choſen to- 
unite the profits of a Banker with the dignity of a Governor. 
Mr. Benfield pretended, that He had advanced large ſums. 
of money; ſome to the Nabob for his own uſe, ſome to a2 
ſon of the Nabob for the uſe of the inhabitants, ſome directly to- in 
the inhabitants of the Tanjore country. For the payment of theſe- ins 
ſums, He farther pretended that, the Nabob, and his ſon, and the- 
inhabitants, had made afſignments on their reſpective ſhares of the 


crop of the current year. He farther pretended to haye large: 
quantities of grain, the produce of former years. 


Previous to Land Pigot's departure for Tanjore; Mr. Beateld His applies- 


had (to uſe his o- words) «+ Ou his nh. generally of pft Lord 


Pigot previ- 
= -his 


. 
F 


» 
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— —— * CL his claims © on the Tavjore country (4). ” But from nothing _— 
Tan Mr. Benfield laid before the Board, in the beginning of this wanſ- * 
action, does it appear, that He then communicated to his Lord- 
« ſhip the nature of his claims,” or that, from any thing which 
« his Lordhip had ſaid to Him, He was encouraged to accompany 
« Him to Tanjore.' '—That was an after - thought (e) Pity it Nas, 
that Mr. Benfield's accounts and youchers were not ready at th“ 
time: pity it is, that He does not even yet inform Us what He 
* repreſented to be the nature of his property and his claims on the 
«© Tanjore country.” For thence only could We judge, whether 
his Lordſhip ought, as Mr. Benfield ſuppoſes He ought, to have 
« conſidered the reprefentation as a matter of importance for the 
©, ® confideration of the Board ;” „ reported it to the Board.” 
Thence only could We judge, whether “the ſatisfaction Mr. Ben- 
C hi field received from his Lordſhip in words” was ſuch as reaſonably 
ht e to induce Him (Mr. Benfield) to believe the repreſentation He 
6 - made to Lord Pigot ſufficient ;” as to juſtify Him in neglecting 
= «to acquaint the Board of his klum, at the laſt conſulation, be- 
5 20 fore bis Lordſhip 5 departure for Tanjore . Me | 455 


wh 1 155 brrewes er 0 D PIO. 


His account The ſatisfaclion, as He calls it, which He received from Lord 
| nh Pigot, conſiſted, according to his own ſhewing, of two parts. It 
EY conſiſted firſt of a declaration, on the part of his Lordſhip, „that 


He could have no wiſh or deſire to Geliver over the 1 of his 


(4), — p. 8. of Mr. Benfield's Letter to Tl Pigot. Papers, vol. i. fol, 108, -. 
(e) See Letter from the New government at Madraſs, Narrative, fol, 65. In. 
this Letter the new government give an abſtract of their proceedings from the arri- 
val, to the arreſt, of Lord Pigot. Speaking of this buſineſs of Benfield, they refer 
to a Letter written on the 22d, and read at the Board the 24th, of April; in which 
Letter They ſay, He informed Them of this previous communication of the nature 
of his claims; and of his encouragement to accompany Lord Pigot to Tanjore. 
But that Letter ſays no ſuch thing. It ſays only, „He acquainted Lord Pigot 
« generally of his claims :" which probably means only, that he acquainted Him Y 
in general terms, that He had claims.” Not one word does that Letter ſay of 
' encouragement to accompany his Lordſhip thither. He did not recolle& this eu- 
wn on till the beginning of June, It is * to de accurate in dates. 


5 $ . O See pea vol, i, fol. 198, 
$a fellows 


* 2 
45 wn ſubjeft 70 4 Centos (Z).“ —In this his Lordſhip was moſt un- 


doubtedly ſincere. As ſincere would He moſt undoubtedly have 4 
| been, had He faid, that *. He. could have no wiſh, no defire, to 
« deliver over the property of a Gentoo to his fellow. ſubjed. But He 


„. 


to be duly convinced, that what was claimed, wheiher by his 
low ſubject or by a, Gentoo, was indeed the property of the 
mant. The ſatisfaftion He received from Lord Pigot conſiſted 
5 as He tells Us, of an aſſent, on the part of his Lordſhip, 
that Mr. Benfield might either ſend a perſon, or go his Self, % 
9 repreſent what this property was on the ſpot (). It ſhould ſeem; 
be by his own ſhewing, that He had not clearly. repreſented. to 
his Lordſhip, what was the nature of his property. 80 


10 Tanjore Mr. Benfield went. And no ai had his 13 * Ale 
ſhip cauſed the reſtoration of the Rajah to be given out in public Pigot at Tan- 
orders, than Mr. Benfield wrote Him a letter, in Which He ſets Hs OS. 
forth, that He had claims upon the Nabob for money lent: that, as e bis claims, 
a ſecurity for this debt, the Nabob had mortgaged" to Him the 
product of the diſtri of Munnoorgoody ; and as a farther ſecu- 
rity, had ordered the grain belonging to the Citess, to be depo- 
ſited with Him as collected. The amount of this debt, for money lent, |. 
he ſtates to be about three hundred and ſeventy thouſand pagodat. He 
farther ſets forth, that he had two other claims upon the Nabob 
for caſh lent (i); the one amounting to twenty thouſand pagodas ; © 
and for this He ſays He had aſſignments on the diſtricts. of. Papa- 
naſhem ; the other amounting to fifteen thouſand pagodas, for 
which He had aſſignments on the diftri& of Putcotah; The whole 


(g) See Ibid, jo | 
(h) See Ibid, The reader muſt not © Weide chat this 88 wh this Catia 


faction in words was given in the month of March, but not recolleQed as it ſhould 
ſeem, till-the month of June. 4 


(i) I am not well enough acquainted with Mr. Benfield's ayle to kyow W 
there is any difference intended, between money lent and eaſþ lent, 


F þ | | of 


a berzNos or LORD > 10% N 


1 might bave, and He ought to have, a ſtrong wiſh, a ſtrong delice, — 


N 


Lord Pigot's 


to the Board, 


EITTTION or LORD 5100 T. 7 
of his die then on the Nabos amounted to N hundred ” 
ve thouſand pagodas ; equal to about one hundred and Axty- Too 
thouſand pounds ſterling. He farther ſets forth, that He had affigns - 

ments of the debts of the inhabitants, in the ſeveral diſtricts, for 
advances made to Them, to enable Them to carry on the cultiya- 
tion; amounting to about one hundred and twenty thouſand pa- 


godas. Grain and other debts, due to Him from individuals, He 


ſtates to amount together to about ſixty thouſand pagodas more. 
His claims, we ſee, were conſiderable. Thoſe on the Nabob- | 
amounted to four hundred and five thouſand pagodas ; equal t6- 
one hundred and ſixty- two thouſand pounds: thoſe on individuals 

to one hundred and eighty thouſand pagodas ; equal to about ſeventy- 
tuo thouſand pounds, Upon the whole then his demands amounted 
to about m. hundred and dhirty: four thouſand pounds. A goodly ſum. 
for any ſubordinate Servant of the Company to have advanced] Not 
neceſſary did it appear to Mr. Benfield.to produce a fingle voucher- 
for theſe demands; to fay any thing of the time when they accrued, 
nor any thing more of the conſideration, than generally,. that it: 
was ** money lent,” *© caſh. lent,” * aſſignments given.” And this. 
He modeſtly tiles. particular information given to his Lord 
ſhip 3 as contradiſtinguiſhed from the general acquaintance” his: 
Lordſhip had of the affair at Madraſs. This particular. informa-- 
tion being given, He calls on his Lordſhip, as a mere matter of 
courſe, to ſecure to Him the payment of theſe ſums: * He truſted,. 
« that the juſtice of his Lordſhip would ſecure to Him the recovery. 
or his money (e) 95 


het may be the ideas of juſtice; what the metliod of tranſact- 
ing buſineſs, in India, I know not. Had Lord Pigot been ſent as 
Mr. Benfield, in one of his letters, affects to believe that He was. 
ſent, with a full and exclufive power of finiſhing all the affairs re- 
lating to Tanjore, inſtead. of being ſent. for the ſole purpoſe of re - 


(H) See Papers, vol. i. fol. 107, 108; 
| ſtoring 


* „ ring the Rajah; had the tranſaRions between Mr. Benfield and a; 
„his debtors appeared, by his own tate of them, to have been erer 


* 


45 


DEFENCE OF LORD PIGOT. 


ſo fair, ever ſo regular; had the mortgages appeared to have been 
of the nature of common mortgages, granted by a rightful poſ- 
feſſor, for a valuable confideration; had his claims involved no 
po lleical queſtion; ſtill, according to my notions of juſtice, on 
© the bare word of Mr. Benfield—reſpeQable as that word muſt 


5 be without a ſingle voucher, without the offer of producing a 


voucher; with no proof of the time when, of the confideration 


for which, theſe ſuths were advanced; Lord Pigot could not take 


a ſingle ſtep towards fecuring the recovery of ſo large a ſum. But, 
in trath, Lord Pigot ſaw that theſe claims, thus fet forth, did in- 
volve two political queſtions, which He did not conceive his Self 


. to be authoriſed to decide. His Lordſhip therefore gave the only 


anfwer which could, with propriety, be . Theſe are bis 
words : 


. Being authoriſed o ien info excomivi — 


Court of Directors for reforing the Rajah of Tanjore, and being. 


« by thoſe Sonu — to aſſure the Rajah, in the Com- 


6 Ms name : 


„ That They will ſeverely puniſh every military een 

« ſervant of the Company, who ſhall, in any reſpect, inter- 

4 fere in the affairs of his Government; and to take eſpecial 
« care that this article be. punctually fulfilled 7 ? 


« am unable, without the affiſtance of my Council, to ſay more 


te in reply to the letter, You have been pleaſed to addreſs Me, than 
* that I will, on my return to Madraſs, Jay the fone before: Then,” 


The meaning of this letter ſeems to be clear, and 8 


To miſconceive it muſt require no common underſtanding, no 
common talents to miſrepreſent it. Impoſſible it have ap- 
peared to me to diſcover in it any thing like an 1 Anuation that 


＋ F 2 & Lord 


Benfield ap- 


lies to the 


116 'S NT - 


aid and affiſtance of my Council. 


Os 
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by Lord Pigot would exert all the authority of Government, againſt; 13 


« Mr. Benfield, if He inſiſted on his right.” 
things are poſſible : to the author of the Caſe this has been poſſi- 
ble (). The merit of this diſcovery is not, however, the fole 
property of this ſagacious writer: to ſome ſhare of it Mr. Benfield 
has his claim. I cannot conceive” (ſays he in a letter to Lord. 
Pigot): « that my ſetting forth, to your Lordſhip, my þr/t claims. 
« on the Tanjore country can be conſidered in any reſpect to inter- 
10 fere with the Rajah's Government (m).” Where did Lord Pigot 
tell him that it was ſo conſidered ? Lord Pigot recites the orders 
of the Company ; he ſtates that his ſeparate authority extended only 
to the reſtoration of the Rajah, and not to the final adjuſtment of 
other matters relating to the country of Tanjore. And what in- 
ference does he draw? Simply this. I cannot, without. a. breach 
of the order recited, fo far interfere i in the affairs, of 1 the Rajah's Go- 
vernment, as to enforce the payment of theſe ſums, till I have the 
But Mr. Benfield, miſun- 
derſtanding the plain and obvious ſenſe of his Lordſhip's anſwer, 
was exceedingly offended. And men who miſunderſtand are often 
apt.to be offended, In a ſhort, angry, note, written in reply to 
his Lordſhip,, He talks of the hardſhip of being. * deprived of a 


But to ſome men all. 


i right,” which He had not yet proved, and. of which Lord Pigot 


had done nothing to deprive Him; complains, that „ the mode 


« propoſed by his.Lordſhip”—of waiting till he could have the aid: 


and aſſiſtance of his Council would cauſe. delay, and: be hurt- 
« ful to his affairs (n).“ And then, without waiting for his Lord-. 
ſhip' s return to Madraſs, He wrote a letter to. the Council, ſtating 
what had paſt between his Lordſhip and his Self, and expreſſing 
His «full confidence, that They would afford Him all reaſonable aid 
u and aſſiſtance to ſecure to Him the recovery of his property, while- 
« the Right Honourable Prefident under their commiſſion remained in 


' 6: authority over thoſe countriet: and He added,. That He ſhould 


} (w) Papers, vol; i, fol. 109, 
(n) See d. vert | 


« be. 
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Lord Pigot, we have obſerved, Mr. Benfield had not condeſecnded- 


thoſe vouchers-with Him? Why not produce them to Lord Pi- 


Lordſhip's juſtice to ſecure the recovery of his money? We next 
ſee Him calling on the Board for reaſonable aid and affiſtance, to 


ance, he deſires to be exerted directly; during Lord Pigot's ſtay 


vouchers could any aid or aſſiſtanee be reaſonable? No, but He 


mean to be thereafter, then, it is clear beyond a doubt, He was 


been this. He forefaw, that his addreſs to the Board muſt be 
communicated to his Lordſhip; that his vouchers, had He pro- 


ſhip; and He knew He had no vouchers. that could ſtand the teſt 
of an examination by the Preſident, aſſiſted by the officers of the 
revenue of Tanjore, on the ſpot. He therefore gravely propoſed 


He choſe to call, his property; and then, one time or another, 


his vouchers. And of the compliance of the Board with this ve 
| mourn demand, He declared. that, He had the fulleſt TO 


Lirias as this confidence Wie appear to a ſtranger, it 
was not perhaps ſo ill founded. Mr. Benfield'knew his men. The 


information He had given to his Lordſhip had, we ſee, been very 
gg ; but to ſome, at leaſt, of the members. of the Hors he 


(a). See Papers, vol. i 1. * 1093 * 


« be ready at any time, to lay Befiie them ſu Ju ficient vouchers ( 0). ah To. = 


to ſay a fyllable about vouchers. ' Did He go to Tanjore without 3 
them? He might as well have ſtaid at Madraſs. Did He carry 


at Tanjore. Do the vouchers accompany this demand ? Without. 


ſhould be ready at any time to produce them. Why not produce 
them now? Could there be a fitter time ?—Whatever He might 


not ready with his vouchers. The truth of the caſe ſeems to have: 


duced them, muſt likewiſe have been tranſmitted to his Lord- ; 


ſeems, 


enen produce them, When He called on hie 


ſecure to Him the recovery of his property: this aid, and afhſt- + | 


9 


to the Board, that They ſhould inſtantly recover for Him, what 


when they could anſwer no end, He would be ready to produce | 


The Bbard 

defers the 
confideration: 4 
of his claims 

till Lord Pi- 

got's return. 


iin perry OF LORD PIGOT: 
| Neeins, in the explanation of his claims; to have been more parti- 
" cular, more intelligible, more ſenſible. To them, perhaps, he 
had produced vonchers : or ſomething as convincing as vouchers. 
For Members of the Board were not wanting, who were ready to 
ſupport his claims, before He was ready, I will not fay to prove 
but even, to make them. Before Mr. Benficld's epiſtle was read 
to the Board, They had, we learn (p) ** undoubted informa- 
* tion” that claims would be fet up, which they were clearly diſ- 
poſed to allow and ſupport. | As ſoon as Mr. Benfield's very mo- 
deſt epiſtle had been read, thoſe; who had not been bleſt with 
this nndoubted information propoſed very naturally, that . the letter 
* ſhould be tranſmitted to his Lordſhip z and the conſideration of 
<6 jt deferred till his return (). Others (r), more highly favoured, 
bleſt with undoubted information, were for taking the buſineſs 
into immediate conſideration. It happened, however, that the 
majority of the Board was not yet gifted with undoubted informa- 

tion. It was therefore reſolved: to tranſmit the letter to Lord Pi- 
got, and'to-defer the conſideration of it till his Lordſhip's return (). 


1776. Ma Some few days then after his Lordſhip's return, notice was 

| 8 given to Mr. Benfteld, that the Board had appointed a day for tak - 
_ ins of ing his claitns into conſideratibh: and that He was to prepare and 
Aste canl-. lay before Them whatever &ſe He might have to offer on the ſub- 
| ject (e). It would be to do injuſtice to the diſcernment of Mr. 
| Benfield to ſuppoſe him ignorant of the purport of this phraſe— 
Whatever elſe he might have to offer on the ſubject. He muſt 
have connected it with, and explained it by, his own offer of pro- 


8 _— vouchers. On the day appointed, however, two letters of 


0 sir Robert Fletcher, See Minutes of a Conſultation previous to the read- 
| ing of Mr. Benfield's Letter. Papers, vol. i, fol. 106, 
(8e) See Papers, vol. i. fol. 110. 
(e) Sir Robert Fletcher, Mr, Mackay, and Mr, Palmer. 
(s) See Papers, vol, i. fol. 114. 
(t) See Papers, vol. i, fol. 159 This notice was given on Friday May the 15th, 
| The day appointed was Monday 20th, 


Mr. 


: * 8 N 4 a : : | , PM” 4% 
, ; w — a — * 
Fu 4 . 7 bl hs 7, 4 2 
1 © . \ ? % 1 * * . = b *YJ 
* 3 4 
P I * * ; o * 5 1 
— x * ; = 
* * I, * 3 y 
" : 3 = B 7 . , — 
: * * 3 _— : 7 72 . == 
" F 7 4 | SS . * 
- L ud * 4 4. x = on - * * 6 n 7 
= - : * P BE . 
© . \ 72 A: : 7 


Mr. Benfield's arrived: They contain, what He calls a plan. 
«/tate of his claims on the Tanjore country. — This plain ſtate 
conſiſts of complaints inſtead of proofs ; takes his claims for 
granted.;. talks of America and the Weſt Indies; but ſays nothing 
about vouchers ; ſave only, that He ** truſts the Nabob will vouch far: 
« Him (). One would not not be uncandid—yet it is impoſſible: 
not to remark that; if the ſums-clained by this worthy gentleman 
were really. and bona fide advanced, He muſt long ſince have had 
his vouchers: for He has been accuſtomed to mercantile con- 
cerns (x): and exactitude in vouchers is the life and ſoul of mer-. 
oantile concerns. Why not produce them? Why refer to the Na- 
bob? Why rut to the Nabob ?. 5 | 


When the orders of the Company were to be communicated to May 23—27e-. | 
the Nabob, they. were anxious, we have ſeen, that the communi- * 
cation ſhould be made with ** caution and delicacy (y).” When a Sie e, 
notice. was to be ſent: to Mr. Benfield, the friend of the Nabob, not ready. 
that notice too muſt be given with cautian and delicacy. For in the 
firſt notice, the reader will have obſerved, They did not ufe that 
ugly, uncouth term, vouchers. Mr. Benfield was politely deſired 
« to prepare and lay before Them whatever elſe He might have to 
«offer on the ſubject. Now . vouchers He had not to offer. At 
laſt, however, on the 2oth of May, the Board got the better of 

their ſcruples; ſtept aſide from the line of caution and delicacy ;:; 
and the Secretary was ordered“ to call upon Him (Benfield), pur- 
, ** ſuant to his letter of the 22d ultimo, to lay before the Board /uf-- 
« ficient vouchers, &c. of his claims, as well as to furniſh them with 
« every neceſſaty information - relative to the nature and circum- 
« -flances, of thoſe claims; and the periods at which the debts were 
t contracted (z).” Theſe were hard lines: Me. Benkeld could not 


eaſily digeſt them, On the 27th of May, however, He ſent not 


6) Papers, vol. i. fol. 161, 162. (x) See Introduction; fol. 65; 
(4) See back, fol. 69, I) See Papers, vol, i. ſol. 162, 
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his vouchers but—a letter, repreſenting that He Jad not been able to 
prepare Ihem (a). Be attentive to dates. Lord Pigot left Ma- 
draſs to go to Tanjore, in the month of March. Then Mr. Ben- 
field was ſo thoroughly maſter of the nature and extent of his 
claims; had repręſented tliem ſo clearly to his Lordſhip—ſo He tells 
us afterwards—that He thought his Self entitled to call on the / 
tice of his Lordſhip, to call on the juſtice of the Board, to ſecure 
theſe claims, this property to Him. And now, behold ! On the 
27th of May, two whole months afterwards, He has not been able 
to prepare his vouchers (5). | : eh 


May oft. At length, however, the vouchers were produced. What were 

© vouchers pro- they ? Firſt, a ſtate of ſums due to Mr. Benfield from the Nabob, 

788 for adyances made at eleven different periods, beginning at the 7th 

of February and ending on the 17th of November 1775, amount- 

ing in all to three hundred fixty-nine thouſand ninety pagodas and a 

5 fraction which ſums, He ſays, were ſecured on the diſtrict of Mun- 
nurgoody (c). Then comes a ſtatement of other twenty thouſand | 

| pagodas ſecured on Papanaſhen, for money advanced for the troops 

* - of the Nabob in January 1775. Then comes a ſtatement of other 
4 fifteen thouſand pagodas, ſecured on Puttcotah, for money ad- 
vanced for the Fort of Tanjore in November 1774. All theſe - 
orders, We are told, were ** be by the Dobbeer in the bh 


(a) See Ibid, fol, 164. 

(3) His phraſe is “ to prepare his letter in anſwer to that of the Secretary.” 
Now the only anſwer to that letter was vouchers, To prepare them might indeed 
require time: for the letter itſelf of Mr, Benfield it required no preparation: a 
ſchool-boy would have written it in five minutes, 

(e) See Papers, vol, i. fol. 166, 167, Lord, Pigot arrived in Madraſs in the 
very beginning of December : ſix weeks before his arrival, it was known that Go- 
vernor Wynch was recalled *; that Lord Pigot was coming out; that the Rajah | 
was to be reſtored ; according to Mr, Benfield's own ſtatement upwards of 150,000 

pagodas were advanced to the Nabob on aſſignments given on the Tanjore country 
in the month of November, that is, after it was known at _ Madraſs, that the 
country was to be given to the Rajah, Theſe vouchers were long i in preparing, 
and damning when prepared. 


® Sce Governor Wynch's Letter to Lord Pigot. 8 
| utchery. 


pm zn or Lo RD PIGOT: 


| Cutchery, By day, 1 ſuppoſe; we ate to Underſtand, in due times. 


as well as due form(d). Is any certificate of the Dobbeer pro- 5 5 


duced? Perhaps, by the vigilance of Lord Pigot, the Dobbeer Was 
removed from Arrialor before he had received proper inſtructions. 


But, in default of this certiſicate, Vou have the word of Mr. Ben- 


field. Moreover, the Nabob certifies the debts; and the-Nabob 


certifies that, as a ſecurity for theſe debts, he had given the orders 


aforeſaid, on the diſtricts aforeſaid: and, beyond all this, the Na- 
bob certifies the time when the aſſignment for the principal debt. 


the aſſignment on Munnurgoody, was given. And this is, per- 
haps, the moſt material part of the Nabob's certificate. The 


aſſignment was given in the end of November (e). That is, long after 
the arrival of Lord Pigot to reſtore Tanjore to the Rajah was pub- 
licly expected (7): within a few days of his actual artival. Then 


it was—ſo the Nabob declares—he aſſigned the produce of the 


Tanjore country to his creditors, for debts contracted before: then 

it was—ſo the Nabob 'declares—Mr. Benfield,: a ſervant of the 
Company, accepted that aſſignment, from a man declared, whom 
he knew to be declared, by his Maſters, to be a tortious poſſeſſor; 
againſt a man declared, by the ſame Maſters, to be the rightful _ 
poſſeſſor. When the other aſſignments were made his Highneſs * + 


does not certify, His Highneſs likewiſe. certifies, that another 


demand of one bundred and twenty thouſand þx hundred and fifty-nine - 
pagodat, which Mr. Benfield made upon the cultivator's (ſhare of 
the crop, did not accrue from money Mr. Benfield had advanced 
directly to the inhabitants. Mr. Benfield indeed has money con- 
.cerns with them directly; but not to this amount: in ſuch large 5 


concerns he has a Prince for his broker. For his Highneſs certi-, 
fies that this demand accrued as follows. His Highneſs's ſon, 


Ameer ul mn * had made advances to the inhabitants, 


(d) See Payers, vol. i. fol; 168, 169. \ 

() See Ibid, fol. 20. 

0 See Governor Wynch's Letter to Lord Pigot See Letter from the Rajah 
to the Court of Directors, 21ſt of ORob. 1776, India Houſe, 
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5 according to his on valuation; to the amount of this ondicls: of 
8 Mr. Benfield's claim 3 for theſe advances his HighneGs's ſon had 

taken bonds from the inhabitonts, payable to his Self: but his 

Highneſs's ſon had likewiſe received advances of Mr. Benfield, for 

the 4% of his father,” to the ſame amount. For this debt his High- 

heſt's ſon had given his own bond ; and then, as a collateral ſecu · 

fity, aſſigned over the bonds of the inhabitants. This gives an air 

of equal dignity to this as to the preceding debts (g). There was 

beſides another demand of about thirty thouſand ; pagodas (4), due 

directly from the inhabitants. For this no body * but you 

have the IEG ignature of Paul Benfield, | 


e nes fond; of 
dall for other this uncivil demand of vouchers. They endeayoured therefore to 


vouchers and | 
Fra 0s pant frighten one monſter by another; and, inſtead of vouchers, . talked - 
Vun. of woritg. For we learn that * endeavours were uſed to perſuade 


5 * the Members of the Board, that They were liable, as indivi- 
© e quals, to proſecutions at law for their conduct, in their public 
i capacity, concerning theſe aſſignments of Mr. Benfield (i).“ 
Not terrified with ſo impotent a threat, the Board, however, ven- 
ture ©* to call upon Mr. Benfield for an account of the particulars 
ds of the ſums he had received from the Tanjore country -A part 
of a plain fate which, it ſeems, had totally eſcaped the accuracy 
of Mr. Benfield They eall on him, beſides, ** for the bonds from 
« the inhabitants to Ameer ul Onwah... . « likewiſe for a parti- 
cular account of the debts of 60, ooo chuckrams due to him from 
de "oy of the inhabitants (8): ay 


In proportion as the Board grew ;aquiſitive Mr. Benfield waxed 
wroth, His anſwer to this PRs. in a ſtile, which, his friends 


(g) See Ibid. fol. 170. _ (Þ) 60,000 thuckrams, ib, fol. 169. 
,  » (#2 See Ibid, fol. 11. (84) See Ibid, fol. 10, 17. 
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went allow, borders on the petulant.” Always, He: ſans: bad He 2 
divided his claims into four heads. The firſt was the mortgage on dace. 
Monnurgoody: this the Nabob had avowed : and of the circum- 
ſtances of the regiſtry of the deeds, and of the delivery of poſſeſſan, 

i doubtleſt the Dobbeer had informed his Lordſhip (). On account 

of this demand, his people “ had received a few thouſand huek - 
„rams: 4 the exact fum he could nat give.” Whatever it was 

« would be duly credited (m). As to proofs of the ſecond head, the 
claims on Papanaſhem and Puttcotah, He had nothing nem to add; 

the Nabob had avowed them. As to the third head, the hundred 

and twenty thouſand fix hundred and fifty- nine pagodas due from 

the inhabitants, the bonds of his Highneſs's ſon were as clearly 
avowed by the Nabob as his own bonds; and who ſhall doubt the 
word of the Nabob? As to the bonds of the inhabitants, given ar 
à collateral ſecurity for this ſum, Mr. Benfield: ad them not at 
Madraſt. In truth He did not ſeem to know where He had them, 
or whether He had them any where; or who had them; or whether 
any body had them: but He concluded that they were either 
« depoſited in the Cutchery, or in the hands of his people to the 
* Southward (n).” As to the fourth claim of ſixty thouſand 
chuckrams, it now, for the it time, I think, aroſe from bal- 
lances due on accounts current: and a ſet f Bool only could furniſh 
the council with particulars (o). And truly, I believe, that was the 
very evidence which the Council:might have wiſhed to have ſeen. 
No books, however,, were produced. Probably the books were 
along with the bonds; depoſited in the Cutchery; or in the hands 

of his convenient friends, his b/ack-men to the South ward (p). 


() Papers, vol. i, fol. 174.,——Why not produce a- certificate from the Dobbeer ? 
Why not deſire the Dobbeer to give this certificate to Lord Pigot at T 0 ? 
(m) Ibid, | (n) See Ibid, fol, 175. 
(e) See Ibid. 1 8 | 
(p) I was once at the ſittings at Guildhall, ins a certain Knight==who hav- 
ing began the world by teaching grown gentlemen to figure in a dance, had his 
Self "Agnes afterwards in a banking-houſe, and afterwards ſomewhere elſe Was 


Q 1 EE . | 


he 5 
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But demands 
his-property 


DEFENCE OPF-LORD erooT. 
To « man dccuſlemed to the practice of Engliſh. Courts of Jul» 


— 2 tice, this ſort of evidence, in ſupport of a demand of about a 


quarter of a million, might be treated rather harſhly. It would 
not, I believe, have procured a verdict for forty ſhillings in any 
court of Weſtminſter Hall: it would not have been thought ſuf- 
Gcient-to recover five ſhillings in a Court of Conſcience. But Mr. 
Benfield, conſcious, I ſuppoſe, of his own integrity, and nothing 
doubting of the ſufficiency of the proofs He had alleged, talks in 
the ſtile. of a man who had fully eſtabliſhed his claims; demands 
* that his property may be: reſtored ;* that juſtice may be done to 
« Him;” © that what He is entitled to may be ſecured to Him 3” 
that the mortgages, ' aſſignments,” and orders may be diſcharged; 
that the Rajah may cauſe the inhabitants to pay to Him what is 
* juſtly due, and what /ball be proved to be juſtly due, to Him (). 
A more reaſonable requeſt could not well be made by à man, 


, whoſe property had been ſo cently: nee ; week RT __ 
been ſo fully n 


154 He opt here, the kei of Mr. Benfield as a man, 
would perhaps have been equal to his exactitude as a merchant. 
And peradventure, there may be, among the cooler part of his, 
friends, who might have almoſt wiſhed that He had ſtopt here. 
But who ſhall reſtrain the generous indignation of injured inno- 
cence? In Mr, Benfield that indignation is impetuous. In the 
beginning of his letter He burſts forth into complaints of the 
s injuries He had ſuſtained from the meaſures and conduct of Lord 
% Pigot, whilſt aQing under the commiſſion of the Board, in 
« cauſing the grain that had been depoſited with Him to be ſeized 
« by the Company's Seapoys, and in depriving Him of the means 


ealled ae a witneſs to. prove a debt which his aſſignees ſuppoſed to be due to his. 
eftate. The Counſel aſked for his books; but the Knight, having gracefully ſa- 
Luted the Court, afſured Them * He had been employed in a buſineſs of too rk 
.* conſequence to attend to the keeping of books,” 

(9) Papers, vol, i, fol, 175, 176, a | 
« farther 


s 


* 
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ee farther to coll the rivenucs (r) Hatihg eaſed his mid by 


this ſally, He deſcends, as We have ſeen, to all the painful minute- 
= of inveſtigation and proof. And then, to end as” He had be- 


« begs leave to ſuggeſt, that Lord Pigot, in this inſtanse, 


—. was become a party (r). — This was a diſcovery, which, I own, 
ſurpriſed me. Tt ſurpriſed me too, I on, that Mr. Benfield 
ſhould, on this occaſion, be ſo ready with his vouchers. Hear 
them.—* It. is by 4is (Lord Pigot's) meaſures; in the execution 
« of his orders, that I am deprived of my property (t). Nor ready 
only is Mr. Benfield at adducing, but quite an orator in giving 


weight to his vouchers.” Mark how, at one moment, he ſooths, 


at the next, he alarms his Judges !—* When I appeal to your 
* candour, and to your juſtice, is it conſiſtent He ſhould be oe 


«* of my Judges ? Had the meaſures I complain of been adopted by 5 
« your particular orders, I know not how the ſubje& of my repre- 


« ſentations could have been a queſtion before your Board (u). I Here, 
however, Mr. Benfield, as orators are ſometimes apt to be, | was 


hurried beyond the limits of prudence. This pathetic appeal to 


the juſtice, and the candor of his Judges induced them and it 
could not do leſs— to call for theſe tyrannical orders of Lord Pi- 
got. Not one ſyllable did they contain perſonally about Mr. Ben- 
field: they were only general orders, couched almoſt in the very 
words of an order of Council. They were found, and unanimouſly 


voted, to be conformable to the reſolution of Council of the 


« 25th of March laſt, and the powers veſted in Lord Pigot by the 
Board to carry the orders of the CIO into execution (x}).” 


a ny: Ka 176. "= | . 115 s) Ibid. fol. 2%; 
4 1 


(A) See Ibid, | 
(x) See Ibid. fol. 176—179. Sir Robert Fletcher, indeed thinks they ought to 
have been communicated through Colonel Harpur to the inferior officers, But the 
queſtion was not upon military etiquette. The reader would do well to compare 
this account of the complaints againſt Lord Pigot by Mr, Renfield with the un; 


candid repreſentation of the ſame facts given by the author of the“ Caſe;” Tec - 


Him then judge of the unworthy inſinuationt thrown out by this deckhmatey 
wiiker, See Caſe, fol, 14==17, 
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"DEFENCE OF LOND PIGOT. 
Sd that chey were no longer the orders of Lord Pigot ; but neg. 
adopted by the pariicutar orders of the Board. According to his 
own atguthent therefore, ** the ſubject of his repreſentation could 
be no longer a queſtion before the Board. According to his own 
argument the matter was become a diſpute between Him and the 
Board. It Thould therefote have been referred to the Company at 
nome. This was what he certainly did not with, He meant only 
to remove Lord Pigot from his chair; but, ſo gigantic e e 
k — orerthreir Preſident and Council 44 | 


The Board Wee with patience, ad confidered with atten- 
tion, all that Mr. Benfield thought fit to lay before Them on the 
fubject of his claims, a motion was made and carried in the affir- 
mative, which ought, for ever, to have precluded this buſineſs 
from being again brought before the Board: * that the Rajah of 
« Tanjore, being put in ful! poſſeſſion and management of his coun- 
ee try, by tue Company's expreſs orders, it is the opinion of the 

Board, that it is not in their power to comply with Mr. Ben- 

4 field's requeſts in any teſpect: thoſe claims on individuals which 
s bear the appearance of having no connection with Government, 
not being ſufficiently explained to enable the Board to form an 

opinion thereon : and dees, N of _ Nabob not _ 


Wop 8 tre 


The name 11 Berga will dT obtrate it Self upon 
v apain, during the courſe of this Defence. Bat here 1 would 
wich to cloſe all that I mean to ſay on the ſubje of theſe claims. 
There were three grounds, on either of which alone they ought to 
5 have been rejected. Thi claims were ſupported by no aan: 


. 60 Papers, fol. 180. 56 
For the Queſtion, Againſt the Queſtion, 


Leid Pigot, Mr. Ruſſel, Mr. Stratton, Sir Robert Fletcher, 
Nr. Dawſon, Mr. Dalrymple, Mr. Palmer, Mr. Jourdan, 
Mr. Brooke, Mr. Stone. | Mr, Mackay. 


The 


, 


\ 
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The tranſactiont, fram which che pretended debis accrued, ers! 
_ contrary ta the /anding orders of the Company: And they. were 


contrary tothe particular orders 115 the nin enen 155 rc 


ade 22e6 e 448 1 Katie Ley. 


5 FT Gf es PN kh | 
Fiel ad a Orang This affects, indidferencly, all 

bieclaimas whether the public on government, or the private on 

individuals. Thoſe which can properly be called priuate claims 


were indeed but an inconſiderable part of the w aole. Only the 


thirty thouſand pagodas, and the od grain. The manner in which 
the former acerues is differently ſtated; at one time, it accrues 
from advances made to the inhabitants; at another from the ba- 
lances of accounts current. But not a fipgle proof is given that He 
ever made any advances to the inhabitants, that He had any ac» 


Pg % 


Becauſe the 
claims were 
unſupported 
by evidence. 


counts open with them. Not a fingle proof was given that He 


was in poſſeſſion of any old grain; or that any officer or Seapoy 
had taken this grain from Him, or hindered Him from ſelling it. 


He was called upon to name © any Officer or Seapoy who had 


* acted improperly (a).“ Not one could He name. That He had 
grain, old grain, is probable. It was the remains of corn bought 
UP, in the preceding year, with a view of creating an artificial fa- 
mine and which now, being damaged and not being fit for uſe, 


was not worth ſeizing. The demands, accruing from the aſſign- 


ments of the Nabob, are clearly public demands on the govern- 
ment. Of theſe, what voucher is produced ? The certificate of 


the Nabob : that, and that only. That is, the certificate of a 


wrongful, againſt a rightful, poſſeſſor; of a man who, by this very 
certificate, was throwing a debt off his own ſhoulders on the 
ſhoulders of another. The demand accruing from the bonds of 
the ſon of the Nabob, and ſaid to be collaterally ſecured by the 
aſſignment of the bonds of the inhabitants, is likewiſe a public de- 
mand on the Government. The Nabob ſays the advances were 
made by mana to aſſiſt him. For the dekt iel no other voucher 


00 Papers, vol. i. fol, 179- | | 


-na3 


1 in prodüedl. than the certificate of the Nabob. The bonds of the 
inhabitants are ndr produced. Had they been produced, they 


' DEPENOE OF LORD pio Or. 


might perhaps have proved that the ſon of the Nabob had advanced 
to the inhabitants no money, no implements of huſbandry ; that the 
ſeed was part of the corn which Benfield had bought up with a view 


of creating an artificial famine z and which the ſon of the Nabob, 


to ſerve the purpoſes of Benfield, had compelled the inhabitants to 
purchaſe at an extravagant price (a). This is the whole of the evi- 
dence adduced in ſupport of theſe claims. What would a judge, 
what would a jury ſay to it? To bonds depoſited one knows not 


where; to balances of account current, entered in books which are 


not to be found; to aſſignments which do not appear; which are 
only certified by a forcible, and tortious poſſeſſor, by a man, whoſe 
certificate went to diſcharge his Self, his own eſtate, and to charge 
the eſtate of another ; to whom He was known to have an inve- 
terate hatred 3 whoſe ruin had been the conſtant object of his life? 
——Good Heavens! How would that man be received by a Mans- 


field, who ſhall dare to get up, in the Court of King's Bach, and 


* Public claims 
were contrary 
to the ſtand- 
A orders of 
the Com- 


pany. 


endeavour to mO_ a claim for a "on of a million wow ſuch 


 - evidence as this! 


But Mr. Benfield's public claims on the WE were inad- 


miſſible on another account, even had the conſideration of thoſe 
claims been ſupported by the ſtrongeſtẽ and moſt unexceptionable 
evidence, The tranſactions whence they accrue are contrary to 
the ſtanding orders of the Company. 80 early as the year 1714, 
the Company expreſſes itſelf in this ſtrong and pointed manner: 


We very well like the injunctions to @// our people, that none 


0, of them have any dealings with the country government in money 


matters: and earneſtly deſire this may be frequently repeated to 


all places, 28 our Aanding irreverfible order, never to be broken, on 


© any occaſion 6). “ For this order, indeed, ſome of the Council 


() See Dobbeer's Memorandum. Appendix. : R 


(5) Letter from the Court of Directors, dated the 27th of OBaker; 1714. See 
Papers, vol. i. fol, * 


expreſs. 
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| | OEFENCE OF LORD PEG OF. 
erpreſt the molt ſovercign contempt (e) 2 . Times: and, circum- 
ſtances,” they tell us, arg totally changed: and ' the order | 
„ is as null and void; as if it never had been made (d. Aſk them 
why ? Who repealed it? Can any leſs power. repeal, than that 
which alone can make, a ſtanding order. ?— They cannot fay.i it was 
repealed, actually repealed, but it has been, , ſome way or another, 
virtually repealed. Aſk them How ? Even there they are puzzled. 
At laſt they recollect: · that the Company had aſſiſted the credi- 
| «« tors of the Nabob: What follows? Each individual ſervant of 
the Company having preciſely the ſame meaſure of power as the 
whole Company united, it followe can any thing be clearer ? 
that © the Company has given a /anjon to the loans of its ſer⸗ 
„ vants. They recollect too, that Mr, Benfield has paid che 
% Dutch a ſum of money on account of the Nabob z” that this 
* tranſaction was public :" and : the Company had not expreſt 
* diſpleaſure at it (e). What then? How does that apply to the 
preſent caſe? Was the preſent à public tranſaction? The parallel 
fails. Was it known to the Board at the time? Here too the pa- 
rallel fails. But, ſuppoſe Mr. Benfield's firſt tranſaction to have 
deen exactly ſimilar to this, what then ? At his own peril He had 
once done wrong, and had eſcaped: is He therefore always to do 
wrong, and always to eſcape? But ſo far was this order from being 
obſolete, repealed, null, or void, that, ſo late as the 6th of No- 
vember in the year 1769, it was republiſhed : by the then Preſi- 
dent and Council (/), not indeed by proclamation—that is a ſtyle 
denen for the new Govetnnnent of Madraſs nile a nt 
49) Fletcher, 8 Palmer, and Mackay: 


' (4) Papers, vol, i, fol. 191, 195. | . 
(e) See Papers, vol. i, fol. 192. Theſe are rather poor Rae: better bad i it 


been in the worthy gentlemen to ſick to their firſt poctical reaſon, * n 
« Tempora mutantur et nos matamur in illis.“ MY 29K 
Y Conſiſting among others of Mr. Stratton, Mr. Haſtings, Me. Brooks, and 
Mr. Mackay, Yet Mr, Mackay does not now bluſh to fay—=that, circumſtances be- 
ing changed, this order is null and void, © 121270 7 


4 | but 
— 


my payENCOE of LORD PIGQT. 


Aertz a ſolemn advertiſement c). In this advertiſement the 
order of 1714 is ſet forth; notice is taken of 2'ſubſequent order, 
| of 17th May 1966 ; in which, it is ſtated that the rate of intereſt 
Hy | was fixed, but no expreſs. repetition made of this order of 1714: 
3 it is then obſerved that, from this circumſtance, ſome had daubted, 
whether a revocation of the former order were not amplied, and a 
permiſſion tacitly given to make loans, and have other money tranſ- 
actions with the country governments.—At that period, we may ob- 
„ſerve, the ſervants of the Company did not take upon them te 
pronounce the unrepealed orders of the Company to be null and 
void ; all that even the private, the ſubordinate, ſervants of the 
Company ventured, was to heſitate, to admit a doubt about the 
validity of orders, which did not ſuit their particular times, and 
1 bbeir particular circumſtances To remove theſe doubts, the public 
5 ſervants of the Company, the Preſident and Council, declared, 
+ ** that they conſidered the faid ſtanding order of the year 1714, as 
* unrevohed, and being in full force and vigaur; and, in conſe» 
* quence thereof, did expreſs}y forbid all ſervants of the Company 
i either civil or military, and all other Europeans reſiding under 
« their juriſdiction, to hold any manner of correſpondence, to 
% make loans, or to have any money tranſactions, of what kind 
es ſoever the ſame might be, with any of the Princes or States in 
e the Eaſt Indies, or with any of their Miniſtess or Agents, without 
=. . 4% the eſpecial licence and permiſſion of the Preſident and Council 
1 * for the time being.” This advertiſement was affixed in the moſt 
= pubtic places; copies of it were ſent to the Company's ſervants, and 
to the inhabitants; it was given out in general orders; it was ſent 
to the different ſuhordinancies, and out-garriſons ; and it was de- 
clared, that a deviation from it ſhould be deemed, conſtrued, and 
treated as a breach of orders (i). Nor was this the opinion of the 
ſervants of the Company alone. Repeatedly have the proviſions of 
this advertifement been confirmed by orders from the Court of Di- 


00 See this advertifement at length, Papers, vol. i. fol, 218, 29. 
5 (b) See Papers, vol. i. folio 17. | 
E 0 = . rectors 


. 


DEFENCE OF LORD PIGOM. 
rector, We do hereby dire@” {fy They) (i) 4 that no- officer. 
4 other 5 5 in our ſervice, do preſume 10 lend, or, by any 
« means, to advance money to any of the Nabob's people in the country; 
« for We have reaſon to believe great evils have ariſen” from weh 
vr practice. The officer can, on the ſpot, in the time of harveſt; 


« ſecure his own property before the Amuldar can poſſibly take 
« care of the revenue; and the high intereſt paid by the landholder 


a * | 


« js a great temptation to the commanding officer to engage Him 


« to lend money, on the produce of ſuch lands as lie within the 
« reach of his guns or limits of his command; this being, We be- 
_ © Heve, the principal ſource of diſputes between Us and the Nabob 
« on this ſubject, We are determined effeFually to cruſh the cuil; and 
« do therefore direct, that You carry theſe our orders into effeffual 
execution, and diſmiſs every perſon from our ſervice, who may pree 
& ſume to " contrary to our pleaſure herety ſignified unto You * Ig 


80 far $a been the Servants of the Company, i in general, from 
conſidering this order as null and void, that the Preſident and 
Council of Bengal refuſed, and, by the Company, were ſupported 
in refuſing, t their aſſiſtance to Mr. Bolts, for the recovery of the 
outſtanding debts, due to him on account of the ſalt contracts; 
becauſe that contract was a violation of this very order; « 2 


. cauſe it was a direct and manifeſt breach of the Company's 


« expreſs orders publicly iſſued by advertiſement (J).“ Was it then 


wrong at Bengal, and right at Madraſs, that the Board ſhould 


aſſiſt in collecting unlauful concerns ? ſhould enforce the recovery 


of balances, incurred by an illicit trade, publickly prohibited by the 
Company? Are the Servants of the Company who reſide at 


Bengal, to be bounden, and thoſe who reſide at Madraſs not to 


be bounden, by the orders of the Company? Shall a breach of 


thoſe orders ſubject the one to be ſeized and ſent to Len go 


(5) In a Letter of the roth of Agri . 
(4) Papers, vol. i. fol. 220. 


4 See Papers, vol. i. fol. 221. ; | IE 12 * Fr 
1 . f and 


. 1 * 
5 * * 
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and entitle the other to the protection of government abroad „Nor 
could Mr. Benfield plead ignorance. of theſe orders : He knew 
Them; He had recognized Them; He had cited Them on a me- 
morable-occafion ; He had ſheltered his Self under Them from 
the ſhame, with which, - otherwiſe, He muſt have been over- 
whelmed, by ſuffering a bill to be proteſted, drawn on Him by his 


ſervant, for value received by that ſervant on his account. It. 
« was becauſe He was a ſervant, obedient to the orders of the Honours, | 


% able Company, that He rejected altogether”? the propoſal made to 
Him thraugh his agent, accepted for Him by his agent (). And 


ſhall We now be told that this man ſhould be ſupported in his 
claims, becauſe the order is obfolete, null, and void as though it 
never had been? Shall He be prayed by the Company (n) for 


| obeying that order in 1773. and rewarded tor diſobeying it in 


Becauſe it 
was contrary 
to the orders 
of the Com- 
pany reſpeR- 


_ 


Nor were the ſtanding orders of the Company, 8 to FR 
violated, but the Board could nat interfere, i in ſupport of Mr. Ben- 
field's public claims on government, without as direct a violation 


ng the reſto of the particular orders of the Company reſpecting the reſtoration 


ration of the 
Reid. 


of the Rajah. So, at leaſt, it muſt appear to the man, who conſults 


only the plain and literal ſenſe of thoſe orders. Difficult indeed it 
is to ſome men to catch the plain and literal ſenſe of any order. 


There are who, like men that look aſquint, ſee all objects but that, to 

which They ſeem to direct the eye. How far this may be the caſe 
with the ſelf-created Council at Madraſs, or with the Governor- 

neral of Bengal, I muſt leave the reader to judge. In recapitulat- 
ing the orders of the Company relating to the reſtoration of the Ra- 
jah, I was going to ſay, becauſe I thought nothing could be more 
plainly expreſt, that the Company had commanded the immediate 


| reftoration of the Rajah. But I was ſtopt by the ingenious [cepti- 


(m) See IntroduQtion, 8 vol, i. fol. 215, And alſo a Letter from the Ra- 
jab to the Company, dated 21ſt of October, 1776, India Houſe, 
(#) See Papers, vol, i. folio g. 


ciſm 


__ DEFENCE OF LORD PIGOT: 
ciſm of Mr. Haſtings. He raiſes 4 doubt, whether d/priving-_ 


the Nabob of the country of Tanjore—for in that light He chuſes 

to place the reſtoration of the: Rajah to his hereditary. rights (0) = 
were indeed the act of the Company. He allows it to have been, N 
in effect, an act of the Company meaning I ſuppoſe an act done: - 

in conſequence of the orders of the Company. — and yet, conſider - 
ing it as the principal matter of complaint, He is again in doubt, 
whether it were not, and ſeems inclined to with, at leaſt, that it 
might be imputable (p) to Lord Pigot.” He ſeems moreover to 
ese regret, that it was not ſubje& to the reviſal of that (the Ben- 
gal) government.” But of thus much He is certain, that in 
their orders, the Company do not even direct, in expreſt terms, 
« that the Nabob ſhall be diſpoſſeſſed; nor that the Rajah ball be 
„ reſtored :” He allows, indeed, that the Company reſolved 4 
*« contribute towards the reſtoration of the King of Tanjore 3 and 
© that They had determined to replace Him on the throne of his 
« anceſtors,” —I will truſt to the plain and literal underſtanding of 
any one man, in this kingdom, to give Us the * plain and literal 
« ſenſe” of theſe words: nay, Iwill truſt it to any man in Bengal 
Bahar or Oriſſa, ſave only Mr. Haſtings. For, I truſt, no other man 
there, or here, or any where, could entertain a moment's doubt, 
whether, the Company meant that an event ſhould happen, to 
which They were reſolved to contribute, and which They were de- 
termined to effectuate. If it appear that they gave and Mr. 
Haſtings allows that They did give“ inſtructions, which could 
not be carried into ect, without the Rajal's previous reſtoration z 
nor delayed without much confuſion and 2 r truſt that no man 


(e) See his Minute Papers, vol, ii, folio 128, The e runs this 
„In enumerating the ſpecific articles of complaint, ' exhibited by the Nabob 
« againſt Lord Pigot, I have paſſed over the principal matter of complaint, And t that 
« from which all the reſt have originated, namely his deprivation of the country of 
« Tanjore,” Great politicians are above the little reſtraints of 2 5 fo we 
muſt give Him credit for his meaning, 

(p) Theologians do, I believe, talk of « inpitted) igneous * bus in 
common parlance we ſeldom impute good actions to a man. 
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in this kingdom, no other man in Bengal Bahar or Orifſa, no 

other man in any other place, will for a moment ſuſpect it to have 
been the intention of the Company that the execution of this fixed 
_ defign ſhould be reſerved to an indefinite time (g). Becauſe, I hope, 
no other man could think it poſſible, that the Company ſhould ſeri- 
ouſly intend to leave the whole Coaſt of Coromandel in a ſtate of 
much confuſion and danger for an indefinite term. Not only, there- 
fore, from the orders of the Company, but from theſe arguments of 
Mr. Haſtings, does it appear clearly to have been the intention 
of the Company, if any thing can be clear, that the claims 
of the Nabob on the Tanjore country ſhould terminate, and the 
rights of the Rajah commence, at the moment of the publication of 
the orders of the Company at the Council Board in Fort St. 
George(r). Why the Court of Directors ſhould be ſuppoſed to be 
ſoignorant, as Mr. Mackay politely ſuppoſes Them (), I know 
not. For my own part, I ſuppoſe Them to have been perfectly 
H acquainted with the time of cultivation, and with the time of Jar- 
« veſt at Tanjore.” It was, I ſuppoſe, becauſe theſe circumſtances 
were well known to Them; : becauſe They knew that the produce 
of the crop did not form the fund from which the expences of 
* ap to the time of the then harveſt, but As fund from 


5 ö 
| (9) Whenever I give 8 either of Mr. Haſtings, or of Mr. Benfield, 
"iS I give their opinions in their own words, and refer moſt cautiouſly to my autho- 
rity. It is neceſſary to remind the reader of this ; it might otherwiſe appear in- 
credible, that two men ſhould be found who could hold ſuch language. This whole 
minute of Mr. Haſtings deſerves the reader's particular attention. It begins at 
falio 277, and ends at folio 290, of the ſecond volume of the Papers. Whilſt I 
was peruſing it, more than once it occurred to me, that I muſt be reading the 
| depoſition of a witneſs before a commiſſary of the inquiſition; and of a deponent 
too, in whoſe cars the charge of. the good commiſſary ſtrongly vibrated, ** vous 
© ne devez dire que des choſes qui ſoient contre Lui, et pas un mot en ſa fa- 
«.yeur To ſpeak ſeriouſly In all my reading, I ſcarcely remember to have 
met with any writing to which, had I been a man in a _—_ Ration, I ſhould 
ſo. unwillingly have ſet. my name. | ; | 
(er) That was the 11th of December, 1775. 
(. See Papers, vol, i, folio 191. 
which 
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which the expences of government up to the time of the hatveſt of 
the ſacceeding year, were to be defrayed ; that They directed the 
immediate reſtoration of the Rajah, Knowing this, they knew, that, 
if the crop of the then preſent year were given to the Nabob, the 
Rijah muſt © be without treaſure and his country without ; 
« prain,” and muſt therefore © become a heavy incumbrance 
« on the Company; and might give an opening for new ma- 
<< chinations (r) — or, as Mr. Haſtings would expreſs it, give 
riſe to much conſuſion and danger.” And yet the Company 


did not then know that, at the news of the approach of Lord Pigot, 5 


the Nabob had ſtript the country of Tanjore of every thing He 


could carry away; of horſes, elephants, cattle : that He had leſt / 
the Rajah without a palanquin, without a horſe, without a carpet, | 


without any of the neceſſaries of life (a). But theſe eircumſtances, 
though unknown to the Company were well known to the Board. - 
And to what could the Board ſuppoſe the Company meant to te- 

ſtore the Rajah ? Toa palace with bare walls, Which He could not 
furniſh? To a country without grain, which he could not culti- 


vate ? To ſubjects without food, for whom he could not find ſub= - 


ſiſtence? On theſe terms a priſon were better than a throne. Nor 
are theſe arguments my own. They are borrowed from the. Go- 
vernor and Council of Fort St. George. Till the ſpirit of party - 
blinded the eyes of the Council, They were unanimous in giving 
this interpretation of the orders of the Company; unanimous in their 
opinion, that the preſent crop was the property of the Rajah; unani- 


mous in aſſigning the preſent ſtate of the crop as the reaſon for Lord 


Pigot's proceeding to Tanjore to effect the immediate reſtoration of 
the Rajah. Nay they went further: they bought the crop of the Ra- 
jah. Upon the whole then, from the faireſt and ot pan ex- 


(:) See Mr. Dalrymple's Minute. This Minute is avery 2 per- 
formance; and well deſerves the reader's attention, It begins at folio 204, and 
endsat folio 233 of the firſt der xu of the Papers. | | 


(9 See Papers, vol. i, folio 132, 140. 
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WS amination, it appears, that Mr. Benfield's claims. were inadinifible, 


ypon each of theſe three grounds; becauſe: They were ſupported 
by no proofs; becauſe the tranſactions from which they accrued, 
were:contrary to the ſtanding orders of the Company; and becauſe 
they were contrary to the particular orders of the opens TR 

ing the es of the Rajah. . 6 | 


1 1 I Anand 3 not to WS notice of the argu- 
ments adduced in ſupport of Mr, Benfiold's claims. They may, I 
think, be reduced to three—that private property ſhould be reſpect · 
ed in public revolutions— that the Nabob, having expended ſo much 
vpon the country of Tanjore, had a right to make theſe aſſign- 
e e OS! ſowed the ee He had a right to the "_ 


| That hems aquportp mould dy reſpedied as much as poſſible in | 
oublic revolutions, is allowed. But before this conceflion can be 
of any avail-to the claims of Mr.  Benfield, He ſhould have proved 
his property. Here He failed; He proved nothing; He did not 


prove a ſingle debt, fairly and bon. fide, due to him. He-ſhould 


have proved theſe debts to have ariſen from egal tranſactions. Here 
too he failed: by his own ſhewing, nine tenths of the ' debts ac< 
Laſtly, He 
ſhould have proved that, by rejecting the validity of theſe aſſign- 
ments, the Council deprived Him of his property. But here again 


he fails, For, ſuppoſing Him to have proved—what he did not 


prove that the debts, He claimed, were fairly and bon4-fide doe: 


to him ; ſuppoſing him to have proved which neither did he prove 
chat theſe debts accrued from a fair and licit trade ;. ill, by 


rejecting the validity of the alignments, the Council did not d:ftrop 
his property. They only told him, that He had miſtaken that for 
his property, which was not his property. The aſſi ignments were 
collateral ſecurities, given after the debts accrued. Of theſe 
ſecurities the Counci/did not * him; 158 * them only 

: 2 to 
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to be naught, to be no ſecurities: and they left him his original 10 
ſecurity, his original bonds in their full force. And, by his own: 
ſhewing, the advances were made upon thoſe bonds, and not 

upon the aſſigaments (x). His debtor, to ſtrengthen his ſceurity, 
had given a fraudulent aſſignment. If He were privy to the fraud, 

He deſerved no relief (5): if He were not privy to it, his remedy 

lay againſt his debtor, not againſt the man upon whoſe: eſtate 
theſe fraudulent aſſignments were made, His application to the 

Board ſhould, therefore, have been to compel the Nabob either to 


pay the money, or to give him a good collateral ſecurity, equal in 
value to that which had been n given. 


The ſecond reaſon urged by thoſe who contend for the validity of, ng of 
theſe aſſignments, is, that the Nabob, having expended ſo much che the Tas 
upon the Tanjore country, had a right to make theſe afſignments,, 9%: 
And here I will not repeat the deciſion of the Company on this, 
point, which, to the Board at leaſt, was concluſive: I will not re. 
capitulate all that the Nabob got by the plunder of Tanjore, when 
it was taken; nor the four millions of pagodas which He took 4 
whilſt He was in receipt of the revenues of the country nor what 5 
He got by the ſecond plunder of the country, at the news of Lord 
Pigot's arrival. The queſtion may be put upon a very ſhort iſſue. 
The Company ſuppoſed the Nabob to be a very @ confiderable 
gainer by his tranſactions in Tanjore. Impreſt with this idea, 
they often and earneſtly importuned Him for an account of his 
receipts and diſburſements, Was He ſo conſiderable a gainer? It 
wight be politic to with-hold the accounts. Was He not? To 
with - hold them was madneſs or folly, in the extreme. At all events, 
ſo long as He with-held them, the Board could not ſuppoſe that a 
He had any unſatisfied elaim upon Tanjore. | Ss _— 


(e) This is true of all his demands, except only the ond 4 grain, and rue, 
the 60,000 chuckrams, | 5 2 
(y) Were a court of juſtice to take into e the time ow aol the ET 
 eircumſtances under which, theſe aſſignments were made, would it; or wonld it | 
not, declare them to be fraudulent, and him to be privy to the fraud ? | 


The 


- 
* o - - 
* 
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That the Na- 


r The lat reaſon aſſigned is, that the Nabob; having ſowed ths 
the ground. ground, had a right to the crop. This argument, uſed upon 7his occa- 
Jian, is ſuch an inſult on the common feelings of mankind, that T 
dare not truſt myſelf to anſwer it. 1 feel myſelf too warm. Hear 
what the Rajah ſays of it, in his letter to the ſelf- created Preſident of 
Fort St. George In the copy, You ſent me, of Lord Pigot's letter, 
eis the following paſſage”—* That a paragraph was ſent me of 
«the orders of Parliament with regard to Mr. Benfield's claim, 
« which would direct me how to ad You have not however 
«© ſont me this paragraph,” Iam unacquainted who the Parliament are, 
'« what is their name; what is the nature of their inſtitution (2), 
or the rules They have laid down for me. You will much oblige 
«© me by making me acquainted with theſe circumſtances, —The 
% Nabob took my kingdom by force, carried away my jewels, my 
_ «& furniture, my horſes, my elephants, and other cattle; plundered - 
my houſes, my treaſury, and my armoury, and enjoyed the re- 
« yenues of my country for two years and a half, collected a great 
e 'ſum'of money in it, carried away all the accompts and records be- 
« longing to the kingdom. After having ſuffered all theſe loſſes | 
«by the Nabob, is it juſt that I ſhould pay Him the produce of 
the country, becauſe He ſowed the ground? Did there ever any 
* inſtance happen of ſuch a determination having been made? 
« The year the Nabob took my country by force I ſowed the ground; 
%, did He, or did He not then enjoy the produce ? He ſeized my 
country by violence; my own is again reſtored to me.—T have 
% taken no man's poſſeſſions ; nor has the Nabob beſtowed any favour 
% on me. The Nabob him Self collected all the revenues for laſt 
« year. When Lord Pigot arrived from Europe at Madraſs, the 
« Nabob, hearing that the Company had ſent orders for reſtoring my 
« kingdom to Me, gave people tankas upon it, for more than double 
« the amount of their debts, He advanced no money to the farmers, 
48 86 was e He collected all the money that was in the 


$ *. 
(ﬆ) The Candid mes; will ene this i 8 of the Rajah, 3 writes his 
own letters without the aid of a Macpherſon or a MacCleane, 
* e | | « country; 


y 8 > * * 
3 - ths 5 by l * 
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10 ignorance of them, I am deſired to make them out! The litile 
40 money that remained in the country, at the time the Company 
4% was ſo good as to reſtore it to Me, did not prove ſufficient for 
% my expences. When Lord Pigot came here, I fipulated, in the 
« treaty addreſſed to Him, that whatever grain was in the country, 
« over and above what was wanted for the conſumption of the 
« jnhabitants, ſhould be delivered to the Company, at a reaſonable 
price. This grain has accordingly been delivered. I I lad no 
« right to the produce f my country for the laſt. year, would the Cam- 
« pany purchaſe it from me? Having ſtrictly enquired into every 
ce thing, it appears to Me, that the Nabob has no right to the 
« produce of my kingdom, after it was delivered over to me. 
« Your juſtice can penetrate into every thing. When You decide, 
« You ſhould, from the regard You; bear both parties, inform 


« your Self particularly; hear what each has to ſay and deter- 


4 mine without partiality. But if, without taking this method, 
% without hearing Me, You liſten: to my aduerſary only, I muſt, 
though with reluctance, deny my aſſent to your meaſures; 
« Your conduct in this reſpect does not appear equitable. If, after know- 


« ing every circumſtance relating to my ſituation, You decide in- 


„ this manner, it will be very difficult for Me to govern my king- 


«. dom, The Company at home have diſtinguiſhed: Me with their 
« favour, and, with a proper regard to the faith of the treaty, and 
the friendſhip by that means eſtabliſhed, have given orders to 
« You, Gentlemen, for reinſtating me in my kingdom; if They, 


« at the ſame time, ordered that 'whoever ſows a country ſhall: 


* receive the produce of it; if they have given directions, that 


« when the country was taken from the Nabob, and delivered to 


«- Me, the produce of it, for the year, ſhould be given to Me, 
© or to the Nabob; if they formed reſolutions with regard to 


every thing that has paſſed, and every thing that is to come; be ſo 


1 8 2 50 obliging 


„ 
« country ; and left it in a flate Alas That I might get no O87 


« inſight into the Amuldar's aceounts, he, carried euery page of tiem 
« out of the country; and notwithſtanding this, and my entice. 


Ed 


Farther in- 


| 1 
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« obliging as to make Me acquainted with theſe ioftru@ions, and 1 
vim tudy how I can-comply with them,” 


; And ſo much for the validity of the claims of Mr. Paul Benßeld ; 
of the debts proved to be due to Him: — ſo much for his certificate 


of the Nabob for his bonds; and his books, depoſited in un- 


known Cutcheries, in the hands of black men to the ſouthward 
without a name. | 


F Thus far the Nabob and his friends were apparently foiled. 
The Rajah was reſtored. For the third time the Board determined, 
that the crop of the preſent year was the property of the Rajah (a). 
The truth is, that, hitherto, the friends of the Nabob ſeem to have 
adopted the character of the Nabob, the «leaſt erected ſpirit,” 


perhaps, that ever attempted a deſperate deed ; in forming plans 


of oppreſſion induſtrious, but in the execution of them timorous, 


and ſlothful. In part, however, He had ſucceeded. For He had 
- own: the ſeeds of difcord, which wanted but a little genial warmth 


to ſhoot forth into a plentiful harveſt. It appears, on many occa- 
ſions, that the Nabob was acquainted with every thing which paſt 
at the Board. It was for the purpoſe of being well, and ſpeedily, 


acquainted with what paſt at the Board, that He had fixed his reſi- 


dence. at Madraſs, He knew therefore the reſentment which many 
felt, becauſe the buſineſs of the reſtoration had been entruſted to 
Lord Pigot alone: He knew, that the diſcuſſion and rejeQion, of 
Benfield's claims had increaſed that reſentment : He knew that, 
though Benfield was the only perſon who had made a public ap- 
plication to the Board yet, he was not the only perſon intereſted in 
the claims: He knew, that theſe claims, conſiderable as They were, 
made but a ſmall part of the aſſignments which He had given on 
the Tanjore country. But though reſentment was excited, he ſaw 


(e] Firſt, by the reaſon affigned for Lord Pigot's proceeding to Tanjore : 
ſecondly, by the purchaſe of the crop. from the Rajah : and now by the — | 
of the aflignments of the Nabob, as inadmiſibe. 

| that 
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that reſentment ſuppreſſed by timidity : it rankled in the bent it 


broke out into murmurs, but it wanted ſome foreign impulſe to 


bring it forth into action. The friends of the Nabob pondered, 


with thoughts too deep, the danger of an open reſiſtance ; each 


ſeemed to look in the countenance of another; but, inſtead of en- 


couragement, read diſmay. The Nabob, therefore, determined to 
give Them that courage, which They could not generate among 


their Selves. For this purpoſe he applied to the Commodore, and 
to the Governor- general and Council of Bengal. Them He thought 
it would be eaſy to miſlead: the one could not be maſter of the 
ſubject; the others were not on the ſpot. And, if He could miſlead, 
He might intereſt Them-in his behalf; and, if He could intereſt 
Them in his behalf, his friends, confident of #herr ſupport, would 


de emboldened; and dare perhaps to Ou ww now OY trembled, 
but to wiſh. 


' Accordingly, a few days after the W of Benfield's claims, 
a letter from Sir Edward Hughes was laid before the Board, in 
which were incloſed two other letters; one that the Nabob had 
addreſſed to Sir Edward; the other, a copy of one he had 
written to Lord Pigot. Theſe letters were filled with complaints 
of ſo alarming a tendency, that Sir Edward conceived his Self 
bounden, by duty to the King as well as by zeal for the Com- 
pany, to ſubmit them to the peruſal. of the Board (5). In his 
Letter to the Commodore, befides the uſual parade of his rights, 
and his honowr, and his alliance with the crown; beſides general. 


196 "IN 
Letter from 
the Nabob to 
Sir Edward 
Hughes, con- 
2 


ga wr 1 


got. 


complaints of the meaſures'of Lord Pigot at Tanjore, of the low | 


and diſgraceful ſtate to which. his own: authority was reduced—by. 


his having been. compelled: to do one act of juſtice the Nabob. 


brings agaioſt his Lordſhip two ſpecific charges. One, that Lord: 


Pigot, in the court, in the preſence of the brother and two ſons of: 


(3) See theſe letters, in Papers, vol. i. folio. 191—189. There are two 


tranſlations of the Letter to Lord Pigot, which, though perhaps not very mate» 
cially, do vary from each other. 


the 


DEFENCE OF LORD !PIGOT. 

the Nabob, “ declared in the moſt determined and threatening 
tone of voice,” that he would place an European guard upon his 
(the Nabob's) houſe to keep him a priſoner in his (Lord Pigot's) 
« own” power.” The other, that Lord Pigot had, on another oc- 
caſion, ordered people to enter his (the Nabob's) garden, in the 


middle of the night, on pretended information that the Nabob 


had ordered people to be ill treated there. The ſecand of theſe 
complaints ſhall be conſidered in the next ſection; if proved, it 
was an illegal exertion of power. The ſubject of the other we 


ſhall conſider now; becauſe, in his ſtate of this tranſaction, his 


Lordſhip repreſents it as an act done, in conformity to the leeter 


The Nabob 
charges Lord 
Pigot with 
threatening 
; 1 : 
ima . 
ſoner. _— 


and the ſpirit of the orders of the Company. 


There is a circumſtance, in the Nabob's account of this tranſac- 
tion, which alone would render it incredible. - The Nabob tells 
us, that Lord Pigot came to Him, and ſpoke in 'a moſt determined 


tone of voice. This is the tone of a man, who ſpeaks deliberately ; 
ho is recolledted. At the ſame time He imputes to his Lord- 


ſhip expreflions, which no man, who knows Him, can believe 


Him to have ſed ; expreſſions, which men of the molt, violent 


Lord Pigot's 
ſtate of this 
tranſaction. 


temper, men accuſtomed to the loweſt company, ſeldom uſe, un- 
leſs under the agitation of the moſt extravagant paſſion (c). 


But Lord Pigot declares ** that the Nabob had totally miſunder- 
« food him :” © that He never had a thought of placing a guard 
* over the Nabob. Let us attend then to his Lordſhip's ſtate of the 
fact. Before his departure for Tanjore, Lord Pigot tells us that He 


(e The man has the folly to charge Lord Pigot with calling Members of the 
Council . raſcalt;“ with threatening “ to diſmiſs Them from the ſervice -”* nay 
with calling all the Engliſh—his own friends and family, among others, I ſup- 
poſe, all the white-faced fellows, raſcals: with adviſing the heroic ſons of 
the Nabob to kick out all ſuch raſcals.”——And into all theſe , acts of intem- 
perance He ſuppoſes Lord Pigot to have been betrayed by a letter written and re-. 
ceived the preceding day, To ſtate theſe charges is not barely to refute them; 


it is to deſtroy the veracity of the whole account, bad 
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had as certain information, from 3 the Nabob's family; | 
that the Nabob had been told, by one high in office, of ſuperiur in- 
tereſt and friends, by the Commander in Chief; by the man Who 
ſat at the left hand of the Preſident at the Council Board, that Lord 


Pigot dared not carry the orders of the Company into execution, 
without the conſent of the Nabob. His Lordſhip had been farther 


informed that, by the ſame man, the ſecret inſtructions of the Com- 


pany. had been divulged to the Nabob : that the ſame man had, 


at that early period, foretold to the Nabob, that there would ſoon 


be a divi/ion in the Council (d). After his return, Lord Pigot had 
ſuch daily proofs of the ill effects atiſing from the frequent inter- 
courſe between the Europeans and the court of the Nabob, that 
He not only determined, if poſſible, to put a ſtop to that intercourſe, 


but told the Nabob that He had fo determined. He feared, 
and expreſt thoſe fears to the Nabob, that the encouragement 
« his Highneſs gave to European viſitors, and the impediment” 


© to public buſineſs ariſing from the intrigues carried on by 


« Them at the Durbar, would lay Him under a neceſſity to place 


a guard to bring ſuch perſons to Him, that He might be ac- 
« be with the nature of their buſineſs (e). 

This is cd of 110 Lordſhip's conduct, on this occaſion, is 
if We may believe the Governor- general“ ar acknowledg- 
ment of the fat (f ).“ A diſcovery the moſt wonderful I ever remem- 
ber to have met in the works of any commentator. An acknowleg- 
ment of the fat! of what fact? Of the fact with which the Nabob 
charges Lord Pigot? He charges Lord Pigot with having declared, in 


a threatening and determined tone of voice, that he would place an 


European guard upon the Nabob's houſe, for the purpoſe of keep- 
ing Him, the Nabob, a priſoner, in his, Lord Pigot's, own power. 
And how does the explanation acknowlege the fact? By declaring, 


(d) See Papers, vol. ii, folio 63. (e) See Papers, . ;, folio 187. 5 


Y See Papers, vol. ii, folio 216. | 
that 


* 
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Uncandid 
remarks of 
Mr. Haſtinge 
on this ex- 
lanation of 


Lordſhip. 
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that the Nabob totally miſunderſtood Him; that ; He never had 


1 a thought of placing any guard over the Nabob.“ If this be to 
 acknowlege the fat; I muſt go to Bengal, ere I ſhall know how 


to eontradict, or to deny, a fact. The fact charged, was a threat 


ta place a guard at a certain place—upon the Nabob's houſe—for 


a certain purpaſe to keep the Nabob a priſoner— the explanation 


 acknowleges an intimation of a deſign to place a guard at another 


place — about the grounds of the Company for another purpoſe— 


not to keep the Nabob a priſoner, but to keep Engliſh ſubjects 


within the bounds preſcribed by the laws of the Engliſh Govern- 


ment. 


To have Xs a guard over the hou of the Nabob, 12 the 
r of keeping the Nabob a priſoner, would, no doubt, have 
been ** an inſult,” © a violence,” or any thing elſe Mr. Haſtings 
pleaſes to call it. It was a meaſure Lord Pigot had already rejected, 

when propoſed by Mr. Mackay. But to place a guard, for the pur- 
poſe of intercepting European viſitors, might be neceſſary to en- 
force the flanding orders of the Company. In the advertiſement 
we have already had occaſion to quote, We may remember, that 
« to hold any manner of correſpondence with any of the Princes, 
« . Rulers or Governors of any of the ſtates in the Eaſt Indies, | 


their miniſters or agents, without the eſpecial licence and 


« permiſſion of the Preſident and Council for the time being,” 


was expreſsly forbidden to all the Servants of the Company, civil 
and military. From this prohibition none were excepted, fave only 


Servants charged with public affairs, and military officers having 
command. And to Them it was permitted to correſpond only on 


ſuch affairs, as related to their particular miſſion or command : and 
to them it was moreover enjoined to tranſmit ſuch correſpondence. 
to the Preſident, or to the Chief and Council (g). In a later order 
the Directors declare, that ** it is, by no means, their intention, 
« that any perſon whatever, their Prefident Prpepted, ſhould be at 


(g) See Papers, vol. i. folio 219, | 
| « liberty 
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liberty to correſpond with the Nabob,- as they, gd. heretofore ._ 


« preſumed to do. And this order was given on a remarkable occa- 
ſion: it, ſpecially, and by name included a claſs of people to whom 
| before all others, if to any, the liberty of correſponding with the Na- 
bob might have been allowed; it included the truſtees of the private 
creditors of the Nabob. Yet not to them was it permitted to.correſ- 
pond with the Nabob, even on the ſubject of their truſt, otherwiſe 
than through the channel of the Governor and Council (g), But- 
the reſidence of the Nabob at Madraſs had opened a wide door to 
the intercourſe between Him and the Britiſh- ſubjects: ſo wide 
that Lord Pigot could ſee no other way of ſtopping ſo dangerous 
an intercourſe, than that of placing a guard about the grounds of 
the Company. For there —about the grounds of the Company, 
and not upon the houſe of the Nabob—it was clearly the intention 
of Lord Pigot to place the guard. His Lordſhip, at leaſt, appre- 
hended that He might, in the event, be driven to this expedient, 
And theſe apprehenſions He expreſt to the Nabob. Did He 
wrong? Tell us then, what was He to do? Was He to give up 
the ſtanding orders of the Company, or was He to ſupport: them 
in the only way by which they could be ſupported? Iam yet to 
learn, that a Governor is to ſhrink from his duty, becauſe it is 
poſſible, that, in the diſcharge of it, He may give a deep 
wound to the perſonal feelings of a Nabob: may even provoke 
10 hoſtilities.” He need not ſhrink from his duty though ſome 
wiſe man of the Eaſt ſhould dream of, I know not how many, im- 
poſſible conſequences ; of alliances which the hoſtile Nabob might 
form with Hyder Ally, with the Morattoes, and with the French; 
| ſhould ſee, in ſome myſtic viſion, ee en with er ne 
tygers with 1 0. | Ch ks 

00 See 1bia,. F442] 

- (5) Not more unnatural than an alliance —.— Hyder Ally and * Nabob 3 
or between the Nabob and the Morattoes, As to his forming an alliance with the 


French, He already declares, that He i is as much the Ally of the "_e wack as of 
oh Engliſh, | 
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| Charges Lord 
Pigot wi 
ſeizing terci- 
© torities not 
belonging to 
Tanjore, - 


DEFENCE OH LORD/PICDT, 
In the lettelh addreſſed to Lord Pigot, of which a copy was tranfs | 
mitted to Sir Edward Hughes, the Naboh brings another ſpecific 
charge againſt Lord Pigot. It is, that by his orders, the Com- 
pany's Seapoys, together with the people of the Rajab, bad taken 
poſſeſſion of certain diſtricts in the countries of Ramnaud, or Ram- 
nadaporam, and Shevagungo or Shewgunga: countries better known 


by the names of Marawa, and Neelcora. The Nabob pretends, 


that theſe diftriQs did not belong to the Rajah ; but were parts of 


his domains: that He had ſent no orders to his managers there to 


But theſe diſ- 
tricts belong- 
ed to Tanjore 
at the conclu- 
jon of the 
Treaty of 
1762. 


give them up; and that the conſequences of attempting to ſeize 
them, without ſuch orders, might have been fatal. He adds, that 


Lord Pigot ought, at leaſt, to have conſulted with Him, and to 


have examined records, and not to have conſidered the word of the 
Rajah as a ſufficient authority for taking his, the Nabob's, country: 
And He finiſhes by expreſſing his confidence, that the Company, ſo 
far from approving the ſeizure of his country, will order 'Tanjore 
to be reſtored to Him (i). 


I know of no conſultations, no records, which could have juſti- 
fied Lord Pigot in ſeizing any part of the country belonging to the 
Nabob. Nor did He ſeize any part of it. The diſtricts in queſ- 
tion' belonged to the Rajah. For the proof of this Lord Pigot had 
only to turn back to records in his own poſſeſſion; to his own ,cor- 
reſpondence, under his former adminiſtration, with the preſent 
Nabob, and with the father of the preſent Rajah. There, He 
might learn, from the Nabob's own letters, addreſſed to Him and 
to Colonel Heron ſo late as the year 1755, that the Marrawar and 
Nalcooty men did not depend on the Nabob; that He had 
&« never reaped any advantage from them.” There He might learn, 
that this very Nabob had then preſt Lord Pigot to withdraw his 
protection from the Marawar; to compel Him to reſtore the 
diſtricts in queſtion, which the Nabob then acknowledged to have 


(#) See Papers, vol. i. folio 185—189. Vol, it, folio 287 —289. 
8 | been 
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been taken from the King of Tanjore(/).. Lord Pi 


in the poſſeſſion of the Rajah: He knew that the Rajah had 
not as Mr. Haſtings expreſſes it, & newly, acquired them by 


violence (n)“ but—newly recovered them by an expedition which 


the Nabob's Self had encouraged. Now the orders of the Com- 


pany were to reſtore the Rajah to the countries which He poſſeſſed, 


at the time that treaty was guarantied by the Engliſh. If therefore, 


Lord Pigot directed the poſſeſſion of theſe diſtricts to be uw to. 


| theRajab, he aQed: in ſtriet eee to theſe orders... 


$0 at leaſt would it appear to a man of common underſtand- 
ing; ſo it did appear to Lord Pigot; ſo to all the members 
of his Council. But the ſcepticiſm of Mr. Haſtings is not. ſo 
eaſily to be ſatisfied. He, it ſeems, has read the General 
«« Letter of the 12th of April with attention; and He cannot find 
<« any paſlage in it, which directs, that the Rajah ſhall be put in 
i poſſeſſion of ſuch places as he held when the treaty of 1762 was 
« concluded, unleſs the 2oth paragraph of the General Letter may 


admit of fuck a conchlufion (n). This cautious ſtateſman, at one 


moment, doubts whether the Rajah was to be reſtored to his 


throne; at another, whether, if reſtored to his throne, He ſhould be 


reſtored to his country. So far He is conſiſtent. The Company 
too are conſiſtent: They meant to reſtore Him to both. Mr. Haſt- 


ings cannot, yet, without priding my Self much on my diſcernment, 


I think I can, eſpy other paragraphs in that letter, which may admit 
of this concluſon. What concluſion may be drawn from the fourth 
paragraph? There a ſolemn promiſe to guaranty the treaty of 1762 


it recognized. And does not that treaty ſtipulate, that, in conſidera- 
tion of a certain ſum, the Nabob releaſes all demands whatever on 


the poſſeſſions of the Rajah ? What from the fifth paragraph ? 


new, more- 
over, that, when He made the treaty of 1762, theſe diſtricts wore 


And 2 | 
hat He 

- then it 

was the Com; 

pany's inten- 

tions to re» | 


ſtore Him 


(1) See Letters from the Nabob to Lord Pigot and Colonel Heron in 1755. 5 


India Houſe, 
(m) Papers, vol. ii. folio 288. (*) ry vol. ii, fol, 288. 
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| Thete, the Nompany declare their Selves „ bounden by every 


tie of honour to contribute, % far as in Them lies, to the re- 


% foration of the Rajah.” To his reſtoration to what? Can they 
mean to leſs, than a/ which he poſſeſſed, when that engagement 
was firſt made? What from the ſeventh paragraph? There it 
is declared, that no diminution of the Rajah's authority over 
nit ſubjects is intended,” Whom could the Company mean 
by his ſubjes? Could They mean other or fewer, than thoſe 
who were his ſubjects at the time the treaty was made? At the 


time the. /etter was written, the unfortunate Rajah had, de 


facto, no ſubjects; He was not maſter of his own. perſon ; He 


was in priſon, The letter ſpeaks not of his ſubjects at hr period. 
To what other period could it then refer? To none, unleſs to that 
period, when the engagements of the Company commenced. And 
is it then no diminution of his authority over his ſubjects to trans- 


fer thoſe ſubjects to the dominion of another? And as to this 
' twentieth paragraph, is it enough to ſay, in the lady-like language 
adopted in this letter, that it may admit of ſuch a concluſion ? Can 
it admit of any other? Do not the Company expreſsly charge their 
ſervants, © to pay no regard to that article of the treaty of 1771, 
«©. which reſpects the alienation of part of the Rajah's dominions d 


Are not the diſtricts in queſtion expreſaly alienated by the third 
article of the treaty of 1771 (e) ? And does not the whole Board 


join in aſſerting, that theſe diſtricts were part of the Rajah's domi- 
nions at the concluſion of the treaty of 1762 ? Can better evidence 
be required than the: unanimous teſtimony of that Board, before 
1 whom all the ap pita relative to the _ was open ( p)? 


* 


(e) See the wen India Robs | 
(p) Mr. Haſtings miſrepreſents another cd in 1000 general letter, and 


draws from it what he calls an—** infallible conſeguence. — Men in certain ſta- 


tions may have a licence to inſult the underſtandings of mankind: in Me it would 


ſurely be an unlicenced inſult to attempt to anſwer ſuch reaſoning as that. Let 


the reader compare the 3oth paragraph in the general letter—Papers, vol. i. folio 
2,-Wwith Mr, Haſtings's comment dn it, Papers, vol. ii. folio 288. 


« But 


* : - 
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40 But granting, ſays Mr. Haſtings, that the Con y's . 
« ee directed, that the Rajah ſhould be reſtored to the F efion of 
4% all that He had at that time ; and granting, that He had at that 
66 (9) time the poſſeſſion of the diſtricts in queſtion; yet ſurely there 
e could be no excuſe for employing a militaty force to expel the Na» 
« bob's agents, until application had been firſt made to Him in form, 
« and He had refuſed to reſtore them.” Truly Tthink not. Why 
ſhould Lord Pigot act fo raſhly ? Before I anſwer this queſtion, 
before I aſſign reaſons for theſe facts, let Me beg Mr. Haſtings 


to anſwer Me one previous queſtion, Did Lord Pigot act ſo raſhly? 


Are the facts, as the great ſtateſman repreſents them? I fancy not. 
It will I think appear, that application was made to the Nabob 
in form. Repeatedly Lord Pigot acquainted the Nabob that, in 


purſuance of the orders of the Company, the Rajah was to be 


reſtored to all the dominions, which He poſſeſſed at the concluſion 
of the treaty of 1762. At the requiſition. of the Nabob a copy of 
theſe. orders was ſent to Him. 
which in this letter, he calls is countries, were part of the poſſeſ- 
fions of the Rajah at the concluſion of that treaty. They were 
therefore a part of the Tanjore country. —If therefore it appears, 
as by the correſpondence it does appear, that Lord Pigot often and 
earneſtly requeſted the Nabob to direct his officers in a the Tanjore 


country, to relinquiſh their authority, and to account for the ſums 


collected, from the time of the receipt of the Company's letters: 


How can Mr. Haſtings complain that no application was made in 


form? Were not all theſe requeſts ſo many applications in form? 
This firſt fact, then, is not as Mr. Haſtings has ſtated it No mi- 


litary ſorce was ſent until e application had been made to 
the Navob 1 in form, 


. Nor is the other fact o more fairly ſtated. For though 2 forcible 
expulſion of the * of the Nabob, be admitted by Mr. Haſt- 


(2 Should this paragraph grate upon the reader 8 ear, he will recollect that I 
cite the very words of Mr, Haſtings, 


| ings, 
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inge, on the, bare word of the Nabob, as an undiſputed fact, yet, 
there was no ſuch forcible expulſion. The real» ſtate of the 
1 & "caſe is this. The Rajah, as ſoon as his reſtoration was notified, 
1 a requeſſed that a body of Seapoys might be ſent to affiſt in the 
| 5 collection of the revenues. A battalion was allotted for that ſer= 
vice. The diſtricts which the Nabob claims, and which the Go- 
vernor-general ſeems willing to believe to be his property, belonged 
in fact, as we have ſeen, to the dominions of the Rajah, His 
people me time after Lord Pigot had left Tanjore—went thither 
of courſe, with a view to collect the revenues. They were ac- | 
3 companied, likewiſe of courſe, by a part of that battalion of Seapoys, 
—_ . which, by the unanimous reſolution of the Board, had been ſent to 
1 TLTanjore for the expreſs purpoſe of enabling the Rajah to collect his 
revenues. But the officer who commanded, on the part of the Na- 
1 bob, refuſed, without orders from the Nabob, to quit his poſt. 
Y What followed? Did the Seapoys, did the people of the Rijah, at- 
_ | tack the officer of the Nabob? Did they expel him by force? No, 
_ they came away: they left him in poſſeſſion. And ſuch was the 
tenderneſs of Lord Pigot ; ſo averſe was he to proceed by violent 
- meaſures, that, notwithſtanding the expreſs orders of the Company; 
. notwithſtanding the unanimous deciſion of the Board, by which 
>  theſediftrits were adjudged to be the property of the Rajah; the 
=_ Nabob has been permitted till to retain poſſeſſion of them—of 
1 theſe very diſtricts, from which the Governor- general ſuppoſes him 
6 to have been forcibly expelled. In poſſeſſion at leaſt did He re- 
_— main, when, by the intrigues of that very Nabob, Lord 1205. was 
= forcibly expelled from the ſeat of government (r). 


June 3. No ſooner was an anſwer diſpatched to Sir Edward Hughes, diſ- 
jon BABE all intention of putting a guard on the Nabob, all inten- 


+. 


- (x) See Extract of the * Conſultations Auguſt 7, 1776, with Remarks, 
folio 55 6. | 
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tion en any indigoity to Him(s), than the buſts of Ben BREE: 
field was reſumed. A Mr. Brooke, who before had concurred i in . ũ “ 
opinion that his claims were inadmiflible, | entered a minute, 3 | 
too tedious to be recited at length, and almoſt too ludicrous to 5 
be abridged. The ſubſtance however is this That to claim a - "a 
right, and to requeſt a favour, are, as all the world knows, things |; 85 
entirely different. That, ſo uncommon is Mr. Benfield's mode 
of expreſſion, after reading ſo many of his letters, poor Mr. 
Brooke on the 29th of May totally miſtook Him; imagining He had 
claimed the interference of the Board as a right That He fell into 
this miſtake on ſeeing that Mr. Benfield called on the zuftice of the : I 
Board 20 do him right—That Mr. Brooke was now happily undeceiv-  _ 5 „ ; 
ed; for He had diſcovered this to be his friend's way of requeſting 4 — 
Jauour— that, on the ſuppoſition of his coming with a ſurly demand, 
Mr. Brooke, without enquiring into the juſtice of the claims, had 
ſhut his cars: but now, perceiving that He came only with a civil 
requeſt, He was determined to hear all, to believe all, to ſupport 
all. Moreover, the minute of Mr. Brooke ſets forth that He 
had reviewed the Company's letter. But, whether from a total 
defect, or from a ſuperabundance of the critical acumen ſo eſſen- 
tial to a reviewer, he has either totally miſtaken the ſenſe of 
that letter, or has diſcovered a double ſenſe in it. For, in that 
letter, he has diſcovered that the Company approved—though 
two thirds of their letter are employed in ſhewing how much They 
diſapproved of the capture of Tanjore ; of the plunder of Tanjote; 
of the receipt of the revenues of Tanjore for two years and more (i). 


(s) With which anfom the Commodore was ſo well ſatisfied that he thought 
4 it could not fail to produce the deſired effect of ſatisfying the mind of the Nabob, on 
ii the ſubject of his application. & In truth the Nabob had no apprehenſions of 
violence. 
(t) Mr, Brooke's Minute is to be found in Papers, vol. i. folio 196, 197. N I 
have had occaſion to obſerve, that threats of proſecutions at [aw had been thrown | 
out againſt the Members of the Board, Under the apprehenſion of a proſecution, 
I ſuppoſe, or of ſome more dreadful evil, poor Mr, Brooke muſt have penned 


this Minute, 


Urged | 
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Vrgia by ſüch cogent arguments, what could the Board 6 do leſs, 


than reſolve to reconſider, what had already been only. three times 


- Jane 10. 
Letter from 
Bengal in 
con equence 


of compl 
of the 
| hob, 


ſolemnly determined. What © Mr. Brooke's intentions could be 
« in thus forcing the Board to the reconſideration of a ſubject that 
« had been fully diſcuſſed, ” we will ſubmit to the candour ot the 
reader (ﬆ). . | 

But, not to attribute greater effect than it produced to this ela- 
borate minute, it muſt be allowed that this, rather uncommon, 
mode of reconſidering a matter already ſo often determined, might 
perhaps be ſuggeſted by the expeRation of ſupport from the Go- 
vernor-general and Council of Bengal. For to them had the Na- 
dob complained; not indeed on the ſubject of Mr. Benfield's 
claims, but on that of the ſeizure—as He calls it—of the Dobbeer 
at Arialore. The complaint was received, as complaints are in 
general received by men pre-diſpoſed to believe them. An expla- 
nation of this tranſaction was demanded : and it was thought con- 
venient mean while, before this explanation arrived, to conſider 
the tranſaction as a violation of the treaty of Paris. This buſineſs 


will meet Us hereafter (x). Here then it will be ſufficient toobſerve 


that the letter from Bengal does not breathe that ſpirit of candour 
and urbanity, which, generally, mark the ſtyle of men accuſ- 
tomed to power, But, on the other hand, it was exceedingly well 
calculated to fan the flames of diſcord, which already began to blaze 


at Fort St. George (5). And it arrived in that critical moment when 
| 7 might ſerve to ſtiffen the ſtubborn neck of faction. 


(A) See Narrative, folio 72. | | 

() The affair of the Dobbeer will be conſidered f in the next ſection. 

(y) The Letter implies a neglect on the part of the government at Fort St. 
George, as not having been regular and explicit in their communications to Ben- 
gal; to which communications the latter claim a right, becauſe 5 TIFF are ex- 
<« preſly commanded to co-operate with the government of Madraſs:— This is 
not altogether a fair ſtate of the Company's orders. Thoſe orders are condi- 

tional; directing the government of Bengal to co-operate with that of Madraſs 
* tb latter ſhould find it neceſſary,” See Papers, vol. i. folio 28. 224, 225. 
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. 'Thenfwct tn tis ſtrange letter was written with becomiag 1er 
loirit: It diſclaimed any improper inattention to the government confirming 
of Bengal; it explained the tranſaction relative tothe Dobbeer ; and _ 9 
it treated with the contempt it deſerved the miſapplication of the 3 05 4 
treaty of Paris (z). This anſwer diſpatched, it was moved, jetted. 3 
by the Preſident, that the reſolution of the 29th of May, declaring | 
aſſignments of the Nabob to be inadmiſſible, ſhould be confirmed. De le 
But it ſoon appeared that, when it was propoſed, to re-confider  _ 


that reſolutiꝑn, it was meant and determined to reſcind i it. The | ES 4 
motion was rejected by a majority. of ſeven to five (40. 1 85 FF 


The next day Lord Pigot, defirous, if he could not maintain a June 14. 
proper dignity yet, to preſerve a little conſiſtency i in the meaſures 7 N 1 
of government, moved, That all the claims of Mr. Bebfield Lord = 
i were private, and not public, concerns.” But here an unexpected. | 
oppoſition aroſe, It had been an invariable cuſtom, that buſineſs 2 
introduced by the Preſident ſhould be firſt taken into debate. Mo- 
tions from members are innovations upon the ancient practice; | 
are contrary to cuſtom. But what is cuſtom? Shall the feeble 
bands of cuſtom reſtrain the. men, whoſe comments deaden, 
whoſe authority annihilates, the expreſs and written ordets of 
their Maſters! Mr. Mackay recalled it to the attention of the 
Board, that, on the preceding day, He had fignified bis intention 
of moving ſome queſtions ; that, for the purpoſe of taking theſe | - 
important queſtions into conſideration, the Board had then ad- 


journed : in ſpite of cuſtom, therefore, he claimed, as a right that 


(2) The AE relating to the Tieaty of Paris runs thus: & We ſhall ne- 
« yer loſe ſight of the Treaty of Paris, but we cannot believe that Treaty can be 657 47 
© conſtrued to obſtruct any proper meaſures, which may be neceſſary for the Com- | | 
„ pany's ſecurity, or the ſafety of the Carnatic.” Upon the propriety, of this pa- 
Tagraph there was a debate and a diviſion, * The queſtion for its ſtanding as part 
of the Letter was carried by ſeven to five, Papers, vol, i. folio 226-230, 


(a) For the Queſtion, ' . Againft the Queſtion, | | | So : 
Mr. Stone, Mr, Dalrymple, Mr. Mackay, Mr, Jourdan, "i 
Mr. Ruſſel, Mr, Dawſon, Mr, Palmer, Mr, Floyer, 
The Preſident, ; ' Mr. Brooke, Sir Robert Fletcher. 
; 1 Mr . Stratton. | 
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his motions ſhould be ff conſidered. To the weight, and to ths 
eloquence, of Mr. W cuſiom bowed on head. EY | 


The way being thus n the motssg ur Me. WEE were 
brought forward. They were three in number, and all carried by 
the ſame majority of feven to five. The firſt of theſe motions de- 
elares ** that the Nabob had a right to the government ſhare of the 
* crop in the Tanjore country, the produce of grain ſown during 
« the time it was in his poſſeſſion ; and that any mortgages he may 
&« have given on the ſame were good The ſecond directs © that 
« a letter be written to the Rajah of Tanjore, to inform Him of 
« the above reſolution of the Board, and to recommend to Him 
40 to give Mr. Benfield all reaſonable aſſiſtance, in recovering ſuch 
«« debts, as appear to be juſtly due to Him from the inhabitants, as 
« well as to reffore to Him the grain of laſt year which was in the 
« poſſeſſion of his people; and aid to be forcibly taken from 


„ Him'—PBy the third it was directed“ That it ſhould be farther 


% recommended to the Rajah, to account with Mr. Benfield for 
« the government ſhare of the grain, in the diſtricts aſſigned to 
„Him by the Nabob, and | ſaid to be forcibly taken. from his — 
1 ple().. A | 


The firſt Sik which ſtrikes us in-theſe reſolutions is this. Every 
thing aſſerted by the Nabob, or by Mr. Benfield, was, upon their. 
fimple affertion, without any other proof, aſſumed as fact. It was 
reſolved that the Nabob had a right to the government ſhare of the- 
erop: and this reſolution was grounded upon two facts, aſſumed 
upon the fimple aſſertion of the Nabob— That He had advanced. 
money to the cultivators - and that He had expended. more upon 
the Tanjore country than He had received from it. By the Rajah; 
we have ſeen, both theſe facts were denied. One, and only one 


mode there was of aſcertaining on which fide was the truth. T hat 


(3) See theſe Movies, with the Minutes relating to them in Papers, vol. i. 
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mode 
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mode ws propoſed by the Preſident, but tejected by Mr. Mackay 
aud his Friends. It was) -* to recommench i to ine Nabob to ſend 


the Aninldars and officers with: their iccounts: into e Farjore = 


4% country, that the Dobbeer might be enabled fo lay before the 
% Board a true ftate of the Nabob's rights on the goverament ſhare 
« of the crop.” It was aſſumed as a fact, that the grain of the 
preceding year had been forgibly taken from Benfield. This had 


been denied. Mr. Benfield had been publicly called vpom to prove | 


it; to name the Seapoy or the officer, who had behaved inipro- 
perly. He had not done it, Fhe preſumption then was ſtrong 
that he could not do it. On this head, ſurely, it would have been 


proper that the grievancs ſhould have been proved, before ihe Ra- 


jah was defired to redreſs that grievance; It was aſſumed as a fact 
that the debts,, Mr. Benfield chimed from the” inhabitants, were 
juſtly due to Him. This too was deilied: . Mr. Berifield had given 
no proof of it. He produced neither bonds, nos books,” not vous 
chers of any kind. Surely, it would have been. proper to have 


given proofs, that the debts were juſtly due, before the Rajah 


Hhould be called to inforce' the paymenk of them Had Beifield 


appeared with proper vorichers, had He given reaſoris why thoſe 


vouchers could not ſdoner be produred, there might have been 
ſome ground for re- eonſidering his claims; perhaps there mighe 
have been grounds for altering the reſolution of the 29th: of May; 
it is juſt poſſible—rthough ſcarcely poſſible that there might 


have been grounds for reſcinding it. But when claims had been 
rejected becauſe the vouchers produced in ſupport of them were 


inſuffieient, barely to re- conſider them without the tender of other, 
ſuffieient, vouchers, without aſſigning a reaſon why thoſe vous 
chers were not produced in time, would be irregular, partial; and 
unjuſt, But, without the production of an additional voucher, to 
admit theſe claims, to ſupport, to enforce them, is a conduct 


which no remarł ean place i in a ure more odious than the batte 
2 of it, 


TUz But 
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441 But there is another thing to be remarked in | theſe reſolutions. 
between the The order contained in the third ſtands in dire contradiction with 
75 of theſs fur the facts aſſumed in the firſt. In the firſt it is aſſumed, << that the 
a lutions. e Nabob had a right to the government ſhare of the crop: and 
: that any mortgages, which the Nabob might have given on the 

© ſame, were good.” Now it was notorious to the Board that the 
mortgages given to Benfield made but » ſmall part of the whole of 
the mortgages which the Nabob had given on Tanjore. If there- 
fore it were competent to the Board, to decide upon the queſtion: 
of right between the Rajah and the Nabob; if it were competent 
to the Board to pronounce upon the validity of a/ the mortgages ; if 
it were competent to the Board to ſee that juſtice was done to the 
mortgagees; it was, ſurely the duty of the Board to ſee that juſtice 
was done, not to Mr. Benfield alone, but to 4 the mortgegees. 
But what ſays the Board, in its third, reſolution ? That the Rajah 
ſhould account with Benfield * to the total 1 excluſion of all the | 

W e DYE A rasse. 


Montes on) + The motions of Mr. Mackay 3 been 5 ns in n the Abr 
Basen mative, the Board at laſt condeſcended to put the motion of the Pre- 
* that Ben- 2 % That all the claims of Mr. Benfield were private, and not 

field's claims 
es- «+. public, concerns.” The fate of this motion is not eaſy to be 
WW determined. The Preſident, Meſirs. Dawſon, Ruſſel, Dalrymple, 
sand Stone, were clearly of opinion, that they were private claims. 
The other Gentlemen did {not ſeem to know, whether they were 
public, or private, or both, or neither. Take their own worde, 
gentle reader, and make what you can of them. So far as they 
«4 regard Mr. Benfield, they are private; ſo far as they, regard the 
©« Nabob's aſſignments to Mr. Benfield, they are public.” 80 ſays 
the ingenious Mr. Mackay, to which Meſſrs. Jourdan, Palmer 
and Stratton ſay Amen. They are undoubtedly of a private na: 
« ture, but from intervening cauſes are now become“ — not of a 
public nature, (for the nature of a thing is of the eſſence, of.. 2 
thiog, and that, you know, docs not | change) but—* a matter wor- 
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* 
* 


8 4 * "yr" 
v — Ly C 2 1 7 1. 


933 


p EPENCE or- enn oo 


Wa 
7 

; 
„ 


© thy of piblic; confideration”—So opines the florid Mr. Flojer . 


to wheſe authority lowly bows the meek Mr. Brocke. Sir Ro- 
bert Fletcher thinks them © private claims, ſo blended with" 
« the affairs of the Nabob's government, and conſequently” fo | 
&« connected with the' intereſts of the re s _ TOE" ere , 


% in ſome W claims of a 5 nature.” 


I am not very willing to Apo, that ſeven Getz of ſuch 


diſtinguiſhed abilities, ſhould gravely give to be recorded, in a 
public conſultation, a ſtring of minutes, to which no meaning can 


be affixed. I have therefore given my Self no ſmall pains to aſcer- | 


tain the meaning of theſe minutes After the moſt painful inveſti- 
gation it appears to be this. So far as the intereſts of the Nabob, ſo 


far as his tight to the crop, are concerned, ſo far this is a public I 
claim. 80 far as the intereſts of Paul Benfield, ſo far as his. | 


right to recover the debts He claims, are concerned, ſo far it is. a 
private claim. Let us connect theſe minutes with a former teſo- 
Jution of the Board, and then let us ſee what ſhould have been 


the inference. . The Council had reſolved to. buy all the crop of 


the Rajah: this reſolution ſtoad vnreſcinded The Council had 


reſolved, that the Nabob had a right to the government ſhare 
of tho erop: this reſolution. was not yet dry upon the paper 
The Nabob's claim was a public claim : So ſay the mijority—Ben- 
field's claim is a private claim: So ſay the ſame majority. — What 
mould have followed? Surely this, and this only—A reſolution to. 
write to the Rajah, that, in accompting to Him for the grain They: 
had bought, the produce of the government ſhare mult be kept 


back for the uſes to which it had been aſſigned by the Nabob a 1 IR 
for His was a public chim—A refolution that Benfield and the. 


other creditors of the Nabob, who had aſſignments on the count 

of Tanjore, ſhould prove their debts, and receive their reſpeQiive- 
portions of this produce; and be left for the ballance to their re- 
medy at law: for this was a private claim. But no doubt the- 
Board had their reaſons for ſupporting Mr. Benfield, and him. on- 
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1y. His claims, though private, wete not, perhaps, the him oft an 
individual: they were probably cammon, if not public claime.. It 
ſuiĩted not their purpoſe to mediate between the Nabob and the 
Rajah: It was eſſential to their. ſchemes, that Comera, the Du- 
. baſh of Benfield, his Black Man to the Southward, ſhould tranſach 
the buſineſs of tas at (Tunjors le. | | 


The: triumph of the friends of the Nabob was complete. They 
had overturned a reſolution, ſolemnly confirmed three ſeverat 


times. They had publicly declared-the orders of the Company 
and of former Boards, ta be of no force; to be null and void, 


as though they had never been: They had, hereby, increaſed the 
confidence of their friend the Nabob, confirmed his hopes, that 
Tanjore would be reſtored to Him; They had given the ſtrongeſt. 
alarm to the Rajah, and made Him feel, that the throne, he had 
Juſt reaſcended, tottered under Him. Lord Pigot ſaw the ten- 
dency of theſe cabals. He wiſhed, if poſſible, to ſtop them. He 
knew that the eaſy intercourſe between the Council and his 
Highneſs ſerved only to foment them. To that intercourſe there- 


fore, He thought it neceſſary to put an end. As a preparatory ep 
He moved: the ITY 2 : 


(e) if they. had adjudged. che claims of Benfield to be private, it did Ge 
chat they were contrary to the orders of the Company — it ought to follow—that 
the Board could not interfere in the recovery of them. Not at all, ſay Meſſrs. 
Stratton, Fletcher, Brooke, Floyer, Palmer, Jourdan, and Mackay: „ The loan 
** may be contrary to the orders of the Board of 1769, but theſe had been deem- 
« ed of /o little force, that the government ſaw them daily broken through without 
„ remark,” (Papers, vol. i, folio 253.) As to the Company's orders in 1771. 
They man only to reſtrain the particular loans of money, of which the Nabob then 
complained though they are expreſſed in genera/terms, The Company often intereſt 
their Selves for European creditors ; and therefore we will not refer theſe claims, 
as the Preſident adviſes, to the Company, but will inforce them our Selves. We 
are maſters here. Acting under the authority of'a former Preſident, Benfield had 
paid money te the Datch on accompt of the Nabob; therefore, without ſuch au- 
thority, He may lend money to the Nabob now. (See ib. & folio 254.) Thus, 
reader, do ſeven ſervants of the Company, high in office, in a Minute deliber- 
nx tely made, dare to juſtify the breach of their Maſters* orders. 


« I 


OS 
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' DEFENCE OF LORD PIGOT 56 
2 1 is the opinion of this Board, that the letter from the Na-. 
© bob to Sir Edward Hughes was written purpoſely to create ani= 
2 Pep 9 the members of this men . 


The Nabob's Mw! was written in a Engliby a gd of which 
He is ſo ignorant, that He cannot read one word of it—-It was not 
ſent till a whole week after the alarm, which it pretends to have 
been given, and the inſult which it pretends to have been offered 
During the courſe of that week Lord Pigot had received a viſit 
from the two eldeſt ſons of the Nabob—Inſtead of the com- 
plaints which, as eyc-witneſſes of ſuch an inſult, they muſt have 
made, theſe ſons brought a meſſage of compliments from their fa- ; 3 
ther, —Under all theſe circumſtances it muſt appear probable, that: _— 
the letter related facts which did not happen, expreſt apprehenſions FL 4 
which the Nabob could not feel. The conſequence is unavoidable. + 
It was written, as the motion ſuppoſes it to have been written, "2 
purpoſely to create that animoſity among the members of the Board. 
which it was ſo well calculated to create; and which the abuſe, 
pretended to have been thrown out by his Lordſhip: againſt the 
members of the Board, ſs as One of the nn avowed, W 
produce. | 


This motion being carried: 5 the caſting ' voice of the Prefi- Motion 


dent 00, his Lotd(hip procerded to move WO 1 4 


That, agreeable to the Company's Reading 9 no mem 
” ber of the Council do henceforth viſit, or correſpond, by writing 
« or by meflage, with the Nabob, or either of his ſons . 


| (4) See Papers, vol. i, folio 259—261. Vol. ii, folio 59, 60. 


es) For the Queſtion. | Againſt the Queſtion; 

Mr. Stone, Mr. Dalrymple, . Mr. Mackay, Mr. Jourdany. 
Ruſſel, Brooke, ++. e Floyer, 
Dawſon, Preſident. Sir Robert Fletcher, Stratton. 


0 See Papers, vol, i, folio 261—264. Vol. ii. folio 60. 
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15 Grounds of 


that motion. 


_ © Sock viſits 


Were con- 
trary to the 
ſtanding or- 
ders of the 
Company. 


's JeRing his motion ? But the order was uſeleſs, Why ? Becauſe it was not ob- 


DEFENCE UF LORD PICO, 
His Lordſhip.introduced this motion by obſerving, that the letter, 
written to Sir Edward Hughes, made it improper, nay indecent, 
for any member of the Council to viſit the Nabob at preſent: He 
'enforced it by obſerving, that, by ſome means or other, the Na- 
bob had been acquainted with the late proceedings of the Board; 
and it became therefore due to their own characters to abſtain from 


' ſuch viſits at preſent. Here then two queſtions will ariſe, Is it 


true, as the motion aſſerts, that to viſit, or correſpond with the | 
Nabob or his ſons, was contrary to the ſtanding orders of the Com- 
pany ? Does it appear, as bis Lordſhip argues, that the particular 
circumſtances alleged made it particularly neceſſary, at this mo- 
ment, to adhere to thoſe orders ? The one is a queſtion of far, 
wo other of opinion. 


— 


As to the fact, it is a decided. Theos, when we ended 


the letter of the Nabob to the Commodore, We proved, beyond a 
doubt, that ſuch intercourſe with any of the Princes of the country 


was contrary to the ſtanding orders of the Company.. Nothing can 
be clearer, nothing can be expreſt with greater precifion, than the 
orders of the Company recited on that occaſion. Words cannot be 
plainer or ſtronger. To the authorities then cited We may here add 


the following extract of a letter from the Governor-general and 
Couneil to the Preſideney of Madraſs, written ſo late as the year 


1775, toward the end of the adminiſtration of Mr. Wynch; 
but not received at Fort St. George till after Lord Pigot's arrival 
The orders iſſued by You, forbidding all the Company's Ser- 
«. vants and Dependents from vi/iting the Nabob, without the per- 
« miſſion of the Prefident, was conſonant to the orders of the Company, 


« and agreeable to the 8 e of your government G). 1 oy 


(g) Mr, Jourdan afſented to the EF here approved by the government of 8 
0 He now diſſents to a like order. Vet he ſays He is con//ent.——How fo ?—In 
1775 a matter of great importance was before the Board? Was it a matter of 
ſmall. importance before the Board in 1776 In 1775 the prohibition was gene- 
ral: did Lord Pigot wiſh to confine it in 1776? Why not amend, inſtead of re- 


ed. 


” 
* 


DEPEN o or . de tee 0 5 
ifluing this order, the government at Fort gt. George, at ts - 4. 
time admitted it to be right io forbid al the Om of the Come» — RY "ſh "F 
_ pany to viſit. the Nabob,. without the leave of the .Prefident: by ..,, 
approving this order, the government of Bengalidi$then alſo de — 
clare it to be right, conſonant to the orders of the Company, conſo- 
nant to practice. This was during. the adminiſtration of Mr. 
Wynch. Lord Pigot ſucceeds to Mr. Wynch. He propoſes to 
adopt the ſame meaſure : no: times and circumſtances « are changed ; 
the orders of the Company, the practice of our Governments are 
null and void as though they never had been: what was right in 
Mr. Wynch, becomes in You, Lord Fit, an invaſion of the Noe 


bob's N as an independent Prince. 


# 


9 Nr bopever; were theſe orders, fo recent was + this approba= And ber- 
tion of them, that among the gentlemen, who oppoſed the queſ- A ; 

tion, one, and one only (), af the time (i), either denied them, or | 

endeavoured to explain away the meaning, of them, The others 5 

oppoſed the motion profeſſedly on another ground. Diſputes had | 

ariſen between their Preſident and the Nabob: « The Nabob had 

« accuſed their Preſident : The accuſations were now before 5 

* the Board.” Theſe facts are admitted: nay more, they ate among 5 

the reaſons alleged by Lord Pigot i in ſuspart of his motion. This 

then is the queſtion of opinion. From theſe given facts did 

Lord Pigot, or his opponents, argue rightly.? If the Board con- 

ſidered (theſe accuſations as officially before Them, ſurely They 

ought to have no private intercourſe with the accuſer. If as 

calumnies refuted by his Lordſhip's anſwer,. ſurely They ſhould 

convince ho abs: that He had failed df his end: that ſo far 


42 Theſe gentlemen may vote, but indeed _ ſhould ee — | 

vol. i. folio 285, 286,—Sce alſo Mr. Mackay's Minute, idid, fol. 297 i 
(b) Mr. Mackay. The Nabob does not ſeem to do juſtice to the merits of this NE Y 

gentleman in thinking bim ſo 44 inſignificant.” Bee Papers, vol: ii. fol. 63. 
(i) They attempted - this afterwards ; . a' ſpecimen of this 9 

has been given in the laſt note but one, . a 

TX from 
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| vuyencn! * Lon: moon. 


—_ ink city ini; He had only put «_Rop to the little dil- 

Atzteemente, which bad crept into the Council ;. had only united 
the memberggagether. This motion, like the formegy was carrief 
the caſting Wie of the Preſident, . * 


55 5 + /Modon that . Thus ech obtained, i in Meine of the * plan of putting ail 
"mended 55 end to the intercourſe between the Nabob and the Council, ho 
TH refide at 1 Prefident * to move: 


— 


1 ; 70 That it de recommended to the Nabob to refide at Arcot.” 


” «a 


1 The lnctcveniincies which muſt ariſe from the refidence'of a 


{29800 man, within the bounds of the Company, not not ſubje& to the laws 
. ee of the Company, claiming to his Self the rights of an independent 
Prince, to. his dependents an exemption from the proceſs of 

the Courts, might have been foreſeen, had They not yet been ex- 
perienced. But they had been experienced, and that to an alarming 
degree. By arguments, drawn from this very topic was this mo- 
tion enforced, Within the ſhort time of his Lordſhip's adminiſtra- 
tion theſe inconveniencies had been ſeverely felt. Within that 
hort ſpace the reſidence of the Nabob within the bounds of the 
Company had more than once reduced his Lordſhip almoſt to the 
neceffity of chuſing between a total rupture with the Nabob, or a 
total derelickion of the powers of government. Were ſuits inſti- 

| tated, in the Mayor's Court, againſt the family and attendants of 
te Nabob? Applications were made, exemptions were claimed, 


"oY | 15 which could not but: be very embarraſſing. Was the authority of 


te court to be fu pported? The Nabob would complain of rights 
invaded, dignity violated, and honour wounded. Were the claims 
of the Nabob to be allowed ? Where would they ſtop ? Who 
mould define the number of Servants, of dependents, to whom 
the mighty Nabob was to extend his protection? Was an aſylum 
WH. t be opened, within the bounds of the Company, for any nym- 
der of men, who choſe to evade the authority of the Courts of the 


«er. 
57; Com- 


ern 66; Maine vides. | 
8 8 ſeize the property; inſult the periöät, tie 


For not from the civil laws alone was that en 


minal courts, His Lordſhip ſpeaks of the moſt atrocious Frimes 


committed within the 'bounds of the Company, either by the 


dependents of the Nabob, or by people, who were afterwards 


ſheltered by the Nabob, and ſcreened, by Him, from the vindic- \ 
tive juſtice of the law. He ſpeaks of robberies committed; of 


children ſtolen ; of tortures inflited z- of ' murders * perpetrated; 


Of theſe atrocious acts He ſpeaks as of events, which had fallen 
within his own obſervation ; which were notorious to the Böard. 7 
Under theſe circumſtances what was a Governor to do? Was He to 0 


ſuffer informations of ſuch atrocious crimes to paſs unnoticed?” 
ſurely, would He deſerve the truſt repoſed in Him. Was He not 
paſſive? Did He fulfil the firſt great duty of government—pro- 
te& the oppreſſed, and puniſh the oppreſſors ?—Again He was ac- 
cuſed of violating the dignity, and degrading the honour,. and 
wounding the feelings, of the Nabob. It was, therefore, to avoid 
this, and every other, occaſion of giving diſguſt, or of exciting. 
diſcontent ; it was effeQually to prevent all miſunderſtandings, that 
the Preſident moved to recommend it to the Nabob to refide—there,: 


where every Prince ought to reſide, 1 in his own Gominions,' 4 bis 


own capital in Arco. 3 p 
| To a motion thus evidently calculated for the common advan- | 
tage of the Company, and of the people of Arcot, what objections” 
could ariſe (#)? In N minutes, entered on "the conſultation. of” 


3 * : n <1? 


05 1 a for the common 8 of the Company and of the people ot 


« Arcot” — That the reſidence within any community, of any. perſoa, who. claims x 


exemption from the laws.of the community, is highly inconvenient, may, be ſeen, 
in ſome degree, even from the reſidence of ambaſſadors, Complaints of viola- 
tions of the 285 and the civil laws, by people under their protection, are but too 


1 K 2 5 h kev oil 


take ani the 
nes, of thoſe, who had a claim to the protection of the Company? 
claimed : 
the ſame exemption was claimed from the juriſdl en of the cri- 


Arguments? | 
urged again 6 


''- "DEFENCE OF LORD/pIGOT; 
b day, not even an attempt is made to anſwer the reaſons alleged 
Lord Pigot in defence of the motion. It is ſaid, indeed, that 


the reGdence of the Nabob at Madrafs is attended with advantages : 
it is ſaid, that inconveniencies would arife from his removal: it is 


_ aid, that the motion would increaſe the jealouſy of the Nabob: it 
is (aid that no good end could be anſwered by the motion, be- 


cauſe the Nabob could not be compelled to comply with it. All this 
was ſaid ; but was it proved.? What were the adyantages of the 
Nabob's reſidence at Madraſs; what inconvenience could ariſe 
from his remoyal ; how his jealouſy ſhould be increaſed, by with- 
drawing from a ſituation, which furniſhed continual food for jea- 
louſy, we are left—and it is no eaſy taſk—to divine. It was not 


| ſaid, becauſe, even by. theſe gentlemen, it could not be ſaid, that 


to ſtop the inconveniencies, to cruſh the enormities, of which the 
Preſident complained, of which He brought proofs, was not a good 
end. And this was the end, which the Prefident, and thoſe, who 


ſupported his motion, profeſt to have in view. They meant it as 


a warning, as a firm and manly declaration, to the Nabob, that, if 
He thought proper to remain at Madraſs, He muſt not expect to 
ſee the regular courſe. of juſtice ſuſpended or impeded (/). All 
thoughts of compulſion on the Nabob (] were difclaimed, and 
frequent, Yet upon ambaſſadors there are reſtraints, Though, in many inſtances, 
they cannot be reached by the laws of the country where they reſide, the diſplea- 
ſure of their own ſovereign is a very ſufficient reſtraint. How different is the caſe 
of a man, who arrogates ſupremacy, who achnowledges no ſuperior, becauſe his 


ſuperior is too weak, or too diſtant, to enforce obedience | That the reſidence of 
2 Governor in the country He is to govern ; that the circulation of the ſums, le- 
vied for the ſupport of government, among the people upon whom they are levied, 


are advantages to a people That truſting the adminiſtration of government to 
the deputies of deputies ; that drawing the ſums, levied for the ſuppott of govern- 
ment, from the country where they are levied, and expending them in creating 
princely fortunes” for ſtrangers #, are ruinous to a country—are propoſitions 
which admit neither of denial, nor of proof. They are ſelf-evident, 

(1) See Mr. Dalrymple's Minute, Papers, vol. i, fol. 267. X 

(m) Had the Nabob been ſerious in the apprehenſions he expreſt of perſonal 8 | 
lence from Lord Pigot, would He riot, of his own accord; have withdrawn from a 


| & The Nubob complains that He was foreed to create prinetly fortunes for the ſeryants of the Company. 
| ktuation, 
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therefore, that He could not be compelled to comply with the re- 
se en fi was * e, intent e di 1 | 


i *, E 


a \ objeion indeed of . nates: was taken s 17 + this ab Another ob 


jector (n) ſoared higher ; not in point of argument, but i in pom- _— 


polity of ſtyle, in, what, no doubt, He thought, digoity of ſenti- — 
ment. When I conſider (ſays the Commander in Chief) bs 85 
« friendſbip ſubſiſting between our Sovereign Lord the King and 
« the Nabob, and his Highneſs's cloſe connectian with the Com- 
«© pany, and the Engliſh nation in general, I ſhould think OO e 
« extremely criminal if 1 were to give my aſſent to the motion (a).“ __ 
Friendſhip! Connection! Friendſhip between our Sovereign Lord 75 
the King and the Nabob | Cloſe connection of his Highneſs with 
the Engliſh nation! For whom could this great Commander miſ- 
take this inferior ſervant of the King of Delhi? Feriidſhip is a 
term of equality: and is our ſovereign Lord the King degraded, is- 
the Majeſty of the King of Great Britain ſunk, to a level with the 
Deputy of the Deputy of the King of Delhi ! Connection, as the 
term ſtands here contradiſtinguiſhed from friendſhip, implies a ſtate: 
of ſuperiority on the pact of the Nabob ; a ſtate of inferiority, of de 

pendence, on the part of the nation. And was the Britiſh Com- 

mander on the Coaſt of Coromandel ſo entirely devoted to this in- 
ferior ſervant of the King of Delhi; was He ſo determined an 
enemy to the honour of his own nation, that He wiſhed to recall 

« Us © a ces tems d' humitfations, où les Anglois etoient forces, pour 

« le bien de leur commerce, d'aller timidement porter leurs pte 
« ſens et leurs hommages a de petits Chefs. de Bourgades 
on de Nabob d'Arcot, tout petit Seigneur qu'il etoit, compare au 
* goubah du Decan, dont il retort gue Ie Fermier, traitoit avec nous 


ſituation, where only violence could be offered & Is it poffible that Lord Pigot 
ſhould want to keep the Nabob in his own power, and yet, at the ſame time, preſs. 
for. his removal to Arcot where He would be out of the reach of that power? 

1 Sic Robert Fletcher. ä 0 See Papers,, vol. i, fol, 267. 


20 comme 


1 DEFENCE: OF LORD 1:6:0 OT. 
ve comme un Souverain avec ſes ſujets (y).“ But grant, for l mo- 
ment, that the Nabob of Arcot had been raiſed to ſuch a height as- 
could juſtify him in arrogating the title of the friend of the King of 


Great Britain; grant, for a moment, that He were a Sovereign, 


oof an independent Prince; would it therefore be criminal to recom- 


mend it to him to return to his own dominions 3 to reſide in his 
den capital? Would it be criminal even to campel Him to with; 


: yon from as apa ms * of Great Britain (9) 88 * 1 


But the erate r in oppoſing this. motion, ad not 
mean to confine his Self to this inſult on his Sovereign and his na- 


tion. Other reaſons He had; but not at hand; He promiſed to 


deliver them thereafter, and in à written diſſent. To give perfec- 
tion to the compoſition; to ſtamp dignity on the delivery of this 
diſſent, ſix other members were aſſociated to the Commander. 
But this diff, this effort of ſeven united ſtateſmen, what does it 
contain? Not a refutation of a ſingle argument, not a diſproval of 
a ſingle fact, alleged by his Lordſhip. Not a fingle advantage is 


proved to have ariſen from the reſidence of the Nabob at Madraſs : 


Not a fingle inconvenience that muſt ariſe from his removal. It is 
indeed afſerted—but to aſſert is not to prove that the great in- 


creaſe oſ inhabitants, and the conſequence of trade, and the 


40 proſperity 'of this e are inconteſtible proces: of the ad- 


( In theſe terms it is chat Monſ. de Buſly ſpeaks of this Sicht, this dns 
dent, Prince : this Nabob of Arcot. See Extract of a Letter from Mr. de Buſſy, 


. publiſhed by! Mr. Cambridge i in his Account of the War in India. TntroduRtion, 
ſol. xxix, | 


(] Peter the Great reſided ſome time in England. Suppoſe He had ordered his 
own people to commit robberies, ſteal children, inflict tortures, perpetrate murthers, 
upon perſons under the protection of the Engliſh laws; ſuppoſe He had aſſumed 
the right of protecting thoſe who had committed ſuch. atrocious crimes ; ſuppoſe 
He had amuſed his Self by ordering the Knout to be inflicted on his own ſuite, or 
their tongues to be cut out; would it have been thought CRIMINAL to recommend 


it*to Him, would it have been thonght criminal to compe] Him, to quit England ? 


With what horror muſt this punctilious officer have reflected on the proceedings 
K Mary, Queen of Poems l 


e vantages 


/ 


's * 
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e yantages reſulting from the Nabob's reſidence Wasted By $ | 755 1 


what proofs is this afſertiqn- ſupported ? Take them as they ſtand. 

— Were He (the Nabob) to leave Madras, - great Numbers of 
"" people would follow Him, and the Company's revenues thereby 
« be decreaſed,” —That, if the Nabob retired, the inhabitants of 
Madraſs would be diminiſhed by one; that, if his dependents fol- 
lowed Him, the inhabitants of Madraſs would be diminiſhed by 
juſt the number of theſe dependents, are diſcoveries, Which the 
ſeven wiſe men of Gotham might have made, as well as the ſeven: 
Counſellors of Fort St. George.—But * the revenues of the Com- 


Le. 
wh. er CAS 
= \ 7 * 
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i pany:” the proſperity of the ſettlement.” By ſpecious argu- . 
* ments! (ſays the Nabob to the Company) „your Servants have 


made You believe that They were attentive to your intergſi x 


„when their own private views have been the real ſpring of 


action (i).“ It is not eaſy to get rid of ancient habits, The ſeven. 


ſtateſmen have imperceptibly fallen into their old tragk. Think- | 


ing only of their Selves, they have here ſubſtituted the Company 
and the ettlement. What was this boaſted wealth of the ſetile - 


ment? It is“ (ſays Lord Pigot) (:) © almoſt entirely confined to 
% Europeans, and ſhews it ſelf in diſſipation and extravagance of 


« every kind, which can never be to the Company's advantage. 


e Almoſt none of the natives, except ſach as have had the handling 
tlie public money are affluent. There are hardly any black merchants 


of ſubſtance. The Nabob racks the country. Y ſquander money 


* idly away, which ought to be laid out in the improvement of the Car- 


© natic. This would be a ſouree of real wealth to Madraſe, and. 1 (el 
in time of exigency, might wee n to. ſupport his * and 


&« ment.” 


1 A — . * 
1 4 L 


| Among the Arwen aneged! in baer of ide Suit it bad The mend 


been l (4), that 8 Hythar e had Dan. alan the 
-+i(#) See this Minute at hy Paper wel 1. fol. Wee nk Iy ian 8 


- (s) See back, fol. 83, (t) See een eee 
9 By Mr, Ruſſe], Papers, vol. i. fl, 267, 77 02 i 
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of the Nabob, 
AY to. 


268 | 
puts top to only ſource of the difſenGons that, of late years, had. prevailed 


the intrigues 


' carriedon by ** at the Board; and would ever be ſo, whileſt the Nabob conti- 


the mem- 
bers of the 
government 
at the Dur- 
bar of the 
Nabob. 


V 
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4 nued to reſide ſo near the members of the Government (z) 


Lord Pigot brings this charge yet more home. He declares, that 
the Nabob had endeavoured, by undue offers, to attach Members of 


Ae Government to his intereſts. He names one gentleman {y), 


among others, to whom ſuch offers had been made. This furely 
was another very cogent argument for deſiring the removal of the 
Nabob. And to this, what have our ſeven ſtateſmen to reply? 
The fact They do not deny; They pretend to admit it. But, 
admitting it, They draw 8 contrary concluſion, © Were it ad- 
* mitted,” they fay, © that intrigues have been carried on, or are 


«carrying on, at the Durbar, no danger can be apprehended from 


* them, under the attention of this Government.” By the words 
% Were it admitted”—if They mean any thing, it muſt be meant, 
that the emen, for the ſake of argument, admit that fact, 
which was alleged i in ſuppart of the motion; that fact, for this 


purpoſe, is to be the datum. What then was the fact alleged ? It 


was, We have ſeen, that intrigues had been carried on, were then 


carrying on, at the Durbar, among others, 4 Members of this 


Government. . What becomes of the concluſion of the ſeven wiſe 
men? Will the attention of this government be a ſufficient ſecu- 


rity againſt all dangers to be apprehended from intrigues carrying 


N Gy to engage Him. 


on by. the Members of this Government: 


Had e eee . would have 


| been ſecured ; the province of Arcot would have flouriſhed; and 


(x) Among Us is Mr, Ruſſell's phraſe, . 
Mt. Dawſon (Papers, vol. ii, fol. Ga,) His Lordſhip, ſingled out this gen- 
tleman, not becauſe He was the only one, to whom offers had been made, but, 


probably, becauſe, of thoſe, to whom offers had been made, Ie was the only 


one who © had been incapable of being induced to accept ſuch offers.” The 
Nabob, indeed, or hie Agente, in the very attempt to ſeduce, ſeem to have re- 
ſpected Mr. D's integriey. It was only a NP OTE of his duty to which 


the 
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| as government of Madraſs been ſaved from the rude ſhock of. a ey 


revolution, by which all aur poſſeſſions on the Coaſt: of Coroman- 


del yet ſhake from their foundation. But on this queſtion, which 
being rejected the two others were but nugatory Mr. Brooke 


ſhrunk from his duty, changed ſides, and voted with the friends of 
the Nabob, It was carried againſt the queſtion by a a of. 


ſeven to five (2). 


** 


* this may, in TY be ea as the laſt act * Lord pi- 
got's public adminiſtration. From this moment, to the hour of 
his Lordſhip's arreſt, the whole attention of the majority of the 


Board was directed, all their powers were employed, not to exe- 


cute the orders, not to conduct the buſineſs, of the Company, but 
to thwart the meaſures, and to curtail the power, of the Preſident. 
The expedient of re-confidering and reſcinding to-day, what had 
been fully conſidered, and, as it ſhould have ſcemed, finally deter- 


| Jon» 24 


uly 8. 
Attempt to 
reſcin the 
motions re- 
lative to the 
Nabob's let- 
ter, and to 
viſiting the 
Nabob, 


mined, yeſterday, had already been tried with ſucceſs. This | 


was an expedient which gave conſiſtency, which imparted dig- 
nity, to the proceedings of the Board ; which effectually tended 


to accelerate the diſpatch of buſineſs. It was again determined 


to have recourſe to the ſame happy expedient, _ It was deter- 


mined to reſcind the reſolutions reſpecting the intent of the 


Letter from the Nabob to the Commodore: It was determined 


to reſcind the reſolution which related to the viſiting, or holdiog 


correſpondence with, the Nabob or his ſons.—I will not abuſe. 
the patience of the reader by continuing to recite, or even to 


abridge ; I will not inſult his underſtanding by continuing to an- 
| ſwer, the ſophiſtry and miſrepreſentations, by which it was at- 
tempted to juſtify this flagrant violation of every thing that is 
orderly, every thing that is Peper, "wy thing that is decent in 


: (2) For the Queſtion, 5 | Againſt the Queſtion: 
Mr, Stone, Mr, Dalrymple, Mr. Mackay, Mr, Jourdan, 
Mr, Ruſſel, Mr, Dawſon, Mr, Palmer, Mr. Floyer, 
The Prefident, | Mr. Brooke, Sir Robert Fletcher, 
6 Mr. Stratton. „„ 
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government. The reader may turn to the originals (a). From 
their own mouths let him learn, that what was deemed a neceſſary 
precaution when the Nabob was only /uſþeFed of © an intention to 
* place his ſecond ſon in the government of the fort and country of 
« Tanjore, which was 7hought to be prejudicial to the intereſts of 


the Company; was not to be endured now, that the Nabob 


avowed an intention of getting and keeping the government of Tan- 
jore in his own hands; an event, which was not thought to be preju- 
dicial, but, by the Company it Self, had been declared to be ruinous, 
to the intereſts of the Company. From their own mouths let Him 


learn, that what was deemed a neceſſary precaution, when * ſome 


* of the members of the Council were only /a to hold frequent 


conferences with the Nabob and his ſecond ſon, only believed 
to ſupport them in meaſures prejudicial to the intereſts of the 


„Company; was not to be endured now that ſome of the Coun- 
eil were known to hold frequent conferences with the Nabob and 
his ſons; &nown to ſupport them in meaſures prejudicial to the in- 
tereſts of the Company. From their own mouths let Him learn, 
that to be conſiſtent is to deſcribe ſimilar circumſtances, and de- 
clare them to be entirely different; is, under certain circumſtances, 
to vote, in one year, for certain meaſures, and, under the ſame 
circumſtances, to declare, the very next year, the ſame meaſures. 


to be abominable (5). 


Lord Pigot 
_ refuſes to 
put the queſ- 
tion for re · 
wading theſe 
lutions. 


8 


'This irregular, this diſorderly motion, for reſcinding reſolutions 
paſt but a few days before, was made on the 24th of June: but, 
partly on' account of the abſence of one of the members of the 
Council, partly on account of 'the intervention of other. buſineſs, 
the conſideration of it was deferred till the 8th of July. Then it 
was that Lord Pigot had recourſe to the exerciſe of a power, which 


He conceived to be veſted in Him by the conſtitution of the govern- 


(a) Papers, vol. i. fol. 292294. Ib. fol. 320. a 
(b) See Mr. Brooke's Minute, Papers, vol. i. fol. 320. This gentleman piques 
bis Self on his conſiſtency ; and proves his OL to it as we have ſeen above. 


ment; 
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ment; and the exertion of which He ſaw to be the only poſſible 
mode of putting a ſtop to a practice, which, in general, tended to 
debaſe the dignity of the Council, to give an air of puerility and 


ridicule to all their proceedings, to obſtruct the courſe of public 
buſineſs; which, in this particular inſtance, could not fail to in- 
creaſe the, already almoſt unſurmountable, difficulties of con- 
ducting the buſineſs of the Company with the Nabob. He, there- 


fore, declared, that He never would give his conſent to the queſ- „ 


tion n put (c). 


In the mean time another propoſal, of no ſmall importance, had 
been laid before the Board. Among the other marks of gratitude 
expreſt by tlie Rajah, ſtands a propoſal, that “ the Company ſhould 
* ſend proper perſons to attempt an inveſtment in his country, 


here They might be ſare to meet with every ſupport and aſſiſt- 


& ance that could be received from his authority (4). 


_ cial, or in a political, light, were many and important. Conſi- 
dered in a commercial light, this propoſal held forth to the Com- 


pany an opportunity of extending their inveſtment for Europe; 


ſhould any ſurplus remain out of the four lacks of pagodas, deſtined, 
by the Rajah, for the maintenance of the troops, garriſons, and 
fortifications of Tanjore, it furniſhed the moſt eligible means of 
conveying that ſurplus to Fort St. George. Conſidered in a poli- 


tical light, the advantages of this propoſal were yet more important. 


The relation between the Company and the Rajah of Tanjore, is, 


by the terms of his reſtoration, become more cloſe ; the connection 


more intimate: new and extenſive relations ariſe from this con- 


(e) See Papers, vol. ii, fol. 64, 65. Whether this was the exertion of a power 


legally veſted in the Preſident, is a queſtion, which will meet Us in the.next Sec- 


tion, If it were legal, it certainly never could be exerted on an occaſion os more 
urgent neceſſity, nor to purpoſes more truly conſtitutional, - 
(d) See n vol. ii, fol. 346. 


+Y 2 nection. 


The advantages of this propoſal, conſidered either in a commer- 


June 28. 
Propoſal to 
eſtabliſha a 
factory at 
Tanjore. 


Advantag 
of this mig 


—- 
is 


— 


DEFENCE. OF. LORD PIGOT. 


e Irie by the particular attention of the governinent of Fort 
St. George, that all the different - intereſts - ariſing from theſe 
relations are to be ſettled and maintained: by that , govern» 
ment it is, that all the diſputes which may ariſe between the 
Nabob and the Rajah, or between the Rajah and the Poly- 
|  Yars: bordering on Tanjore, are now to be examined and ad- 
juſted. The appointment of a Chief and Council, ſubordinate to 
the Preſidency of Fort St. George, could not but facilitate the 
execution of meaſures, which connections more intimate, relations 
more various and extenſive, a ſituation, in many reſpects, almoſt 
new, might, from time to time, call on them to adopt. On the 
one hand, ſuch an appointment would give confidence to the Ra- 
jah, and convince Him, that He is really protected; on the other 
hand it would be a check upon Him, upon the Nabob, upon the 
neighbouring Polygars. If contradictory claims ſhould be advanced, 
if diſputes ſhould ariſe, the truth could be more ſpeedily, more 
preciſely aſcertained : the neceflary inſtructions and orders would 
be communicated with more facility, and executed with more diſ- 
patch. The judicious and frugal expenditure of the annual pay- 
ment of four lacks of pagodas, to be made by the Rajab—the 
maintenance of an adequate force - the due ſupply of military ſtores - 
the repair of fortifications - the erection of buildings within the 
town—all theſe were objects of ſuch importance, as ſeemed to re- 
quire the immediate inſpection and control of a Chief and Council, 
who ſhould keep a regular ne with the government of 
Fort St. George. | 


— . — 


| Vnhandſome - Theſe important 1 bis Lojdſhip ſaw, and ſenſibly felt 


| throw our them. He repreſented them to the Board with that clearneſs, he 
che pre. urged the Board to ſecure them with that warmth and energy 
us que which have ever characteriſed Lord Pigot, when acting in the ſer- 
vice of the public (). By the Majority of the Council, however, 
the propoſal was received with that coldneſs and ſuſpicion, which 


every liberal, every manly, propoſal ſeems fated to encounter, from 


(e) See Papers, vol. ii. fol, 246, 347. 125 N 


18 * b - * 
* | 1 4 * 7 
% a = 7 


2 
12 ? 
* * 


ww " 


DEFENCE” OF. LORD: PEG:O FT: * 
the Majority of the Council at Fort St; George. That the reaſons 
urged by his Lordſhip deſerved: the moſt ſerious deliberation. was 


confeſt ; that farther: time ſhould be allowed. to form 2 judgment 
was urged: from theſe conceſſions: the natural concluſion ſeems to 


have been, that another day ſhould have been appointed to take the | 


motion ifito confideration. - But the honeſt Commander could. not | 


hear, without horror, of the inſpection, the control, of a Chief and 
Council, over the expenditure of a ſum, every chuckram of which 


He had already, in imagination, faſt locked within. the military 


cheſt. Having therefore allowed, as we have ſeen, that the rea- 
ſons alleged by the Preſident merited the moſt ſerious conſidera- 


tion: having urged that farther time was neceſſary to give that con- 


ſideration; the great Commander, with his uſual conſiſtence, 
moved, that the reaſons ſhould never be conſidered, that the mo- 
tion ſhould be thrown: out by a de ne 165 7% 


This, as Lord Pigot conceived, one rampled attempt of 8 


the previous queſtion on a motion made by the Prefident his 


Lordſhip firmly reſiſted (g). A day therefore was appointed for 
determining the queſtion. On the- day appointed the Council 
met. The members who. oppoſed the meaſure were very liberal 
in their minutes, but very ſparing in theit reaſons. Theſe Minutes, 
however, and theſe reaſons, ſuch as they were, ſatisfied their under- 
ſtandings. The motion was ed by a majority of ſeven to 
five (h). | | 
. See Papers, vol. ii. fol, 248, 349. Sir Robert Se betrays the feeret 


motives of his conduct. He here declares, that the four lacks of pagodas ſhould 
be appropriated to the military ſervice : of that ſervice He was at the head. The 


unappropriated part, He ſays, ſhould be reſtored to the Rajah z but immediately 
ſubjoins, that the military eſtabliſhment ſhould be increaſed, He would ſcarcely 


have impoveriſhed the cheſt by reſtitutions. The abſolute payment of cond lacks 
has ſince been atcepted by the Company. Lr 
() How far his Lordſhip was right will be conlidited i in the next ſection. 


| (h) For the Queſtion, Againſt it, 
Meſſrs, Stone, Dalrymple, Mieſſrs. Mackay, Jourdan, 
KRuſſell, Dawſon, 5 Palmer, Floyer, 
The Preſident. | : ; \ Brooke, Fletcher, 
Stratton. 


dent at Tan- 
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The advantages propoſed by the eſtabliſhment of a ſubordinate | 
Chief and Council were, We have ſeen, partly commercial and 
partly political. By the rejection of that propoſal the. commer- 
cial advantages were, for the preſent, abandoned. But his Lord= 
ſhip conceived, that a mode might yet be found of ſecuring, to a 
certain degree, the political advantages. And this was by the ap- 
pointment of a Refdent to the Court of Tanjore. This een 


7111 is impoſlible to anſwer theſe LNG; or even to give the purport without the 

tenor of them. | 

4 For true no meaning puzzles more than ſenſe,” 
As a ſpecimen, however, I have ſelected two of the moſt labored. So at leaſt I 
ſuppoſe them to be ; becauſe it is particularly minuted that the one was delivered 
in writing, and the other entered by the gentleman who gave it, 

Mr, Palmer.“ I de object to the motion, as I ds frot fee the advantages that 

ce the Preſident mentions will accrue to the Company from this meaſure being 
adopted. If his Lordſhip means the ęſfabliſiment of an inveſtment, as I conceive 
« He does, it does not appear to Me that ſuch can ariſe, as I am of opinion, that was 
« ſuch a meaſure thought proper, no ſtep can be ſo proper as an increaſe of that to 
« the northward. 1 de farther object as I think it cannot meet with the approbation 
« of our F Maſters.” — This feeble, rickety, n was delivered in 
„ writing.” 
Mr. Floyer,——** The nomination of a Chief and Council to Tanjore i is, in my 
. opinion, directly contrary to the ſpirit, if not the words of the Honourable Com- 
"<< pany's commands, tranſmitted to Us by the Grenville, i 8 the following paragraph 
« of their Separate Letter, the tath April, 1775, par. 7.” 

A man muſt have the diſcerament of a F loyer to find out this direct contrariety, 
Here is the paragraph, 

„Tou are, however, in our name to aſſure the King of Tanjore, that no dimi- 
< nution of his authority over his ſubjects is intended by Us; and that We will 
<« ſeverely puniſh any military officer, or Company's ſervant, who ſhall, in any 
e reſpeR, interfere in the affairs of his government; and You are to take eſpecial 
« tare, that this article be punctually fulfilled ”—How the letter, or the ſpirit of 
this order, could be directly or indirectly, or in any way, contradicted by the ap- 
pointment of Chief and Council at Tanjore, is more than I am able to conceive, 
I cannot conceive how to comply with a requeſt of the Rajah is to interfere in 

the affairs of the government of the Rajah. Some one humorouſly propoſed, that 
the Members of the Houſe of Commons ſhould vote firſt on one ſide, and ſpeak 
afterwards on the other. This advice would be admirably well adapted for the Ma- 
jority of the Council at Fort St. George. 


at 
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at leaſt; would ſerve to ſtrengthen the reliance 6f the Rajah on the 

Company: would give Him weight in the eyes of his own ſub- 
jects, and of the neighbouring Princes: would check the intrigues, 
the cabals, to which a government but juſt re-eſtabliſhed* muſt 
be ever expoſed. It was perhaps a neceſſary means of ſeating Him 


firmly on that throne to which He had juſt been reſtored. Steady, 


therefore, in the ſervice of the Company; unwearied by contra- 
diction ; undiſguſted by the petulance of a ſelf-intereſted oppoſi- 
tion; his Lordſhip propoſed this appointment of a Reſident. To 
the choice of the perſon whom He recommended to this important 
ſtation, envy it ſelf, one would have -thought, could not have 
ſtarted an objection (i). He recommended Mr. Ruſſell. This 


_ - (5) Here again that great diſcoverer, the author of the Caſe, 'has given Us no 
mean proof of his abilities. He opens the treaſures of his imagination; culls a 
certain number of poſſible cireumſtances; arranges them; produces them as facts ; 
and then — nothing can be more allowable in “ a Caſe fairly ſtated” ſuppoſes 
intereſted motives; and unworthy views. But” (ſays He, fol. 16.) 5 if it hall 
te come out in addition, that Colonel Stuart was Mr. Benfield's friend; that Mr. 
& Rufſell was to marry Lord Pigot's daughter; that his Lordſhip refuſed to let the 
<& former go as Commandant, if the latter was not permitted to go as Reſident, to 
* Tanjore; and that it was to carry this favourite point, He overturned the conſti- 
ce fution, and riſked the very exiſtence, of the ſettlement—W hat concluſion” will 
«. a jury draw from ſuch a ſtring of circumſtances?” Truly I do not know. 
But if it ſhould come out, that of this fring of circumſtances one only ſhould: exiſt 
.. . What concluſion will the public draw? What opinion will the public form 
of the candor of this fair flater of Gaſes ? It will never come out, that Lord Pigot 
overturned the conſtitution ; that Lord Pigot riſked the ſettlement— The honour + 
of that atchievement is the excluſive property of the friends of this ſhrewd diſco- 
verer. And how came He to be fo well acquainted with the domeſtic arrangements 
of Lord Pigot and of Mr. Ruſſell? How came He to know—what I am ſure He 
never learned from Lord Pigot, from his daughter, or from Mr. Ruſſcl|l—that 
Mr, Ruſſell is to marry a daughter of Lord Pigot? Did the author of the Caſe 
draw the articles? Did He make, or witneſs the ſettlement? See now, how 
bit by bit this firing - of cireumſtances drops away | One only remains: 
That Colonel Stuart is the friend of Mr. Benfield—and that I verily believe will 
come out: — that Mr. Benfield is the friend of Colonel Stuart, will, I verily be- 
lieve too, come out ®, I verily believe too, that reſpectable as this mutual friend- 
ſhip may be, the reader will think it a ſtrong reaſon, why Colonel Stuart ſhould 

not, in the preſent moment, have been ſent to Tanjore. 


® 1, perhaps, ought to ſay, ww, inflead of, is, If I be rightly informed this faltfriendibip is dies. 
gentleman 


: a r Lob bier. 


gentleman ſtands bigh in the liſt of the Company's ſuperior 7 
ſervants. To calmneſs of temper, to politeneſs of manners, # 
He unites acknowledged abilities, unimpeached integrity. He 
had before been employed, by the government of Fort St. George, 
ia the country of Tanjore, He was therefore perfect maſter of the 
extent, ſituation, reſources, political intereſts of the country. 

His conduct, under his former miſſion, had met with the fulleſt 
-approbation. On the one hand, it had been rewarded by the | una- 
nimous thanks of the Board (4).; On the other, it had introduced 
Him to the knowledge, inſured Him the eſteem, of the Ra- 
jah. A man better qualified for this delicate negociation 9 not, 
therefore, have been found. 


To the appdiniaieaticf a Refdent ſome trifling objections were 
made. To Mr, Mackay the appointment appeared unneceſſary. 
It appeared unneceſſary to the Commander in Chief, He, like a good 
ſoldier, thinks all merit centered in the military. At the beginning, | 
we may remember, He would have entruſted the reſtoration. of the 
Rajah to the military officer commanding at Tanjore. And now 
again, to the military officer commanding at Tanjore, He thought 

it ſhould be left . to execute the duties propoſed for the Reſident.“ 
— One duty there was, which, even in his judgment, this military 
officer could not execute: like a good ſoldier He determines that 
duty ought not to be executed at all. The numbers, however, 
were equally divided. And, by the caſting voice of the Preſident, it 
was reſolved, that Mr. Ruſſell ſhould be N Reſident at 


Tanjore 4 1 ie 
(5 1 2 ks from Governor Palk and Council to Mr. Ruſſell, dated | 26th 
Feb, 1765. India Houſe. FRET? 7 
| (1) For the Queſtion, ' © - Ajainf it. | 
Meſſrs, Stone, Dalrymple, Mere. Mackay, . 
Ruſſell, Dawſon, 8 0 Palmer, Floyer, 
Stratton, The Preſicennn. Brocke, Fletcher. 


The Governor- general has diſcovered <* that this appointment paſt with much 


oppoſition ;“ that it was ' oppaled © on the grounds of its being contrary to the Com- 
pany's 
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At this momentary triumph of reaſon and gevernment- oppoũ · 


tion was nothing diſmayed. They bad reſources without number, 
An oppoſition batten of ſcruples is generally fertile in reſources. 


The only difficulty was which to chuſe. The plan adopted ſcems 


to haye been to preſs the appointment of a military officer to com- 


mand at Tanjore, who might counteract all the good effects to be 


expected from the appointment of a Reſident. That obtained, 
they were then to go on, and either appoint one of their own pariy 


to he Reſident; or to te · conſider, and totally reſcind, the appoint- 


ment of a Keſident. The departure of Mr. Dawſon had deprived 


Lord Pigot of one honeſt mam. That was ſomething. The orders I 


of the Company had appointed Mr. Ruſſfell to be of. the Com- 


| mittee of Circuit; but the orders of the Company had likewiſe 
directed, that the Committee of Circuit ſhould not peocged till 


the affairs of Tanjore were finally adjuſted. But, in the hands of 


theſe gentlemen, the orders of the Company are only moyeable 


barriers which They can lower or heighten at will, Ia obedi- 


ence io the orders of ihe Company, Mr. Ruſſell hould be of 
the Committee, In contradition to theſe orders, They could. 


haſten the departure of the Committee. At the worſt They might 


have en to their uſual manceuvre, N e | 


an reſcind, | 
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All che prepatatory lieps were Aki for che execution of this 


plan z minutes entered to preſe the departure of the Committee of 
Circuit; meaſures taken to enſare the appointment of an officer 


to the Command at Tanjore, who, of all men in the ſervice of the 


Company, was the moſt unfit for the ſtation ; of all men the moſt 


likely to defeat the healing meaſure of appointing a Reſident at Tan- 


jore. And here a new actor appears upon the ſcene; His firſt 
entry was magnificent, He announces his Self as the ſupreme 


© pany's orders,” Neither of theſe diſcoveries are warranted by the minutes of 
the day. To the laſt objection being contrary to the orders of the Company 
en docs not conceive it to en R vol. l. 

bolio e, + 
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| ;hdge of the reſpeQive importance of the ſeveral poſts under the | 


Preſidency of Fort St. George: He declares; in a tone of the moſt 


deciſive authority, Tanjore, + where the Company had ſo lately 


« acquired influence, to be, on every account, at this crit, the moſt 
« important of any poſt under this Preſidency.” Having thus de- 
cided on the importance of Tanjore, He dwells with peculiar dig- 


nity, though, no doubt, with a decent reluctance, on his own im- 
portance; informs the Board of what was due to his merit, and 


to his rank; and, not to be © wanting to his Self,” He claims the 
moſt important poſt for the moſt important man ; ſteps forth, like 


another Dares, lays his hand upon the prize; and tells the aſton- 


iſhed Council : 


Obe figis fandi? Quo me decet wiqu t neri? 
e &naJube (m). 


| Objeations, no W there were, to an acquieſcence with the 


Golonel's claim. Some aroſe from the manner of making the 


claim; ſome from the nature of the claim it ſelf, and che: circum- | 


60 See Colovel Stuart's 1 "RF WY i; fol, 301-303. And Ms, Ae 
ple's Minute, ib. fol. 327-329, The Spectator, I think, obſerves, that a man never 
reads a book with ſo much pleaſure, as when he is acquainted with the character, 
and perſon, of the author, The reader, perhaps, may not be diſpleaſed at ſeeing 


+ the character of this gentleman, as drawn by the Vakeel of the Rajah, and ſent 
dy Him in a letter to his Maſter. «© The Colonel is a very proud man, When 
He begins to ſpeak, He continues long without intermiſſion. He praiſes his Self 

very much, and requires a great deal of attention.“ A ſhort extract, or two, 
from his conference with the Vakeel, as related in the ſame letter, may tend to 


throw light on the · picture. According to the orders received from Enylund, I 
eam going, in a few days to take the command of Tanjore. “.. It is 
4% proper, when I arrive at Tanjore, that You pay a proper reſpect to my churacter, 
* that You pay a proper attention to what I ſay. . . . The King of England has ap- 
<< pointed me to the command of Tanjore : and let Lord Pigot be re-eſtabliſhed, let 
« Mr. Stratton be continued, or any other come to he government, You may - 
«© he ſure, that my command will be continued,” 

«© Council, I hold the command of the forces, I have the lead in the.Conſultation 6, 


ka 5 8 and I hold the command of * See this letter. India Houſe. 
ö | | | ſtances, 


» 
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ances, under which the Colonel made it. At to the manner, of 
making the claim, there ate, to whom it might appear ratber 
uncommon in an officer, ſpeaking to his ſuperiors, to decide ſo pe- 


remptorily upon the importance of a poſt; ſtill, more uncommon to 


decide; that becauſe a place is of great political importance, it muſt 
therefore be an important military command : yet more uncommon 


to claim for his Self, as the moſt reſponſible man in the ſervice, what | 
He deems the moſt reſponſible poſt. ' As to the claim it ſelf, and 


to the circumſtances, under which the Colonel made it, there are, 
who might object, that the Colonel, at the expreſs recommenda- 


tion of the Commander in Chief, ſince. the arrival. of Lord. Pigot 


at Madraſs, had been appointed to, the command at Velore; that 


the garriſon of Velore was more numerous than that of Tanjore;z 
that great part of the Colonel's own regiment was ſtationed at Ve- 

lore; that Velore was a front ier place; that, on that ſide, if on any. 
muſt an invaſion of the Carnatic be expected, either from Hyder or 
- the Morattoes ; that Velore, would be, therefore, the proper ſta- 


tion for ſo reſponſible a perſon. as Colonel Stuart; particularly if 


« armaments were coming and the Board had intelligence that 
« armaments were coming from France ().“ Theſe men might 


object, too, that, agrecably to the ſpirit of the military ſervice, it 


had been the duty of the Colonel, as ſoon as He was appointed to 


Velore, forth with to proceed to that ſtation; that there only could 
the Board ſuppoſe Colonel Stuart to be found, thence only could the 
Board receive applications from Colonel Stuart, where the Board 
had appointed Colonel Stuart to command. To theſe men it 
might ſeem, that, the-Rajah having particularly requeſted by his 
N r ons that Colonel ae per oy neee in the command 


2 


(x) This intelligence came by a private letter from. Pondicherry, © Where“ 
the letter ſays—* large quantities of military ſtores have been lately landed, It 
<< is alleged that theſe are for Hyder Ally.” See Papers, vol. i. fol. 228, This 
additional proof that Velore would be the poſt of danger, the reſponſible poſt, is 
gravely urged by Sir Nobert as a reaſon, wah it ſhould not be given to his reſpon» 

Gable friend, 1 
＋ 2 2 wn of 


N 


* 7 :, 


8 of Ta anjore rt the Kant (); for the preſent,” at leaft, it would 


Colonel Stu- 
art appointed 
to command 


at Tanjore. 


be improper to recall Him from the command; that, Mr. Ben- 
field having controverted claims upon the Rajah, "were Cclonel 
Harpur to be recalled, it would'be indecent, as well as impolitic, 
to appoint that man to ſucceed Him at Tanjore, WII We of 


his friendſhip with Me. Benkeld. 


That Colonel Stuart preferred the onda of Tanjore to 
the command of Velore, was beyond a doubt. The reaſons were 
obvious, but not to be promulgated. For not one reaſon, for this 
preference, was aſſigned by the Colonel; not one by any of his 


friends ſave only the intelligence of armaments from France (p) 


July 25. Mo- 
tion to preci- 


pitate the de- 


 — which did not exiſt at the time of his appointment to Velore. 
But what then? A ſuppoſed change of circumſtances was ſuffi- 
cient to annul the ſtanding orders of the Company; and ſhall 
not identity of circumſtances be reafon ſufficient for revoking an 


appointment of their own? Colonel Stuart was appointed to com- 


G at Tanjore by a majority of pe to four (2). 


5 | 
Colonel Stuart being t to the e at Tanjore, the | 
next ſtep was to precipitate the A of the Committee of Cir- 


(% The Preſident then lays 1 the Board the following Extraft of a Lets 
ter from the Rajah of Tanjore to his Vakeel.“ 
elt is talked here that Colonel Stuart will be ſent to command in this place, 
« You will therefore tell his Lordſhip, that Colonel Harpur, who commands 
« at preſent, is acquainted with 'the nature of affairs here, in ſome degree. 


„ Wherefore I think it will be better to continue Him in the Command for the 


"« preſent, than to appoint any new man, or a ſtranger to this country.” How 


| came the Colonel's appointment to be known before hand ?—Were the orders © ar- 


rived from England ? 
(% And this we have ſeen, was an additional reaſon for the appointment of, ſo 


reſponſible a man, as Colonel Stuart to Velore, 


| () For the Queſtion, | | - Againſt it. 
Meſſrs. Mackay, Palmer *, y Meſſrs. Stone, © Dalrymple, 
Juourdan , Floyer ®, Ruſſell, Preſident. 
Brooke, Fletcher, | 
Stratton, 


® Theſe three ſexmed to bluſh at their own inconfiſtegey- 15 
; cuit. 


; 
#1 
x 
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cuit. This would prevent Mr. Ruſſell from going to Tanjore. By — 
the former motion, the moſt unfit man in the ſervice of the Com- of Cirenit. 


pany was inveſted with the military command at Tanjore: by the 


latter, the moſt fit man in the ſervice. of the Company would be 
kept from diſcharging the function of Reſident at Tanjore. This 


motion was entruſted to Mr. Jourdan: Who gave, what He calls, 


and what was, indeed, a particular” minute on this ſubject. 


The ſubſtance of it is; that the Company had ordered the Com- 


| mittee of Circuit to proceed, as ſoon as the buſineſs of Tanjore 


ſhould be finally ſettled ; that the Company had expeted—ſo Mr. 


Jourdan had diſcovered, though the Company had not ſaid a 


ſingle ſyllable about it—Reſiſtance' on the part of the Nabob: 
that neither Had the Nabob reſiſted, nor was the buſineſs of 


Tanjore nally adjuſted; for, on the one hand, the Rajah was dot 
yet reſtored to the full, and entice, poſſeſſion of his country, as He 


held it in 1762, for He was not yet reſtored to Hanamantagoody (i), 


and Arnee; nor, on the other, was it yet aſcertained what part i 


the Rajah had received of the Circar ſhare of the crop, which had 
been adjudged to, and mortgaged by, the Nabob ; nor as yet were 
the terms of payment adjuſted ; that this, however, though, to a 
common underſtanding, eſſential to the final ſettlement of the 


affairs of Tanjore—to the underſtanding of Mr. Jourdan Tore 


to be not © of much importance; becauſe there could be 
* doubt” of the Nabob's conſenting to the oeſſion of that part & 


the country, to which the Rajah was not yet reſtored; and of this kate] 


Mr. Jourdan was ſo confident, becauſe, 1 ſuppoſe, i in a letter re- 
ceived but three days before, the Nabob perliſted in calling the 
diſtricts in queſtion his country; perſiſted in retaining them. To 
ſum up the whole merit of this minute in two words. The grand 
argument is this: The orders of the Court of Directors, that the 


Committee of Circuit ſhould not ey till ter the affairs of + 


(7 The very country to which the . Gonernor-graera oppoſe Him to have 
been reſtored by for, 


Tanjore 


* 
* * 
* - > "= 
4 , * 
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Tiber were finally ſettled, . were very confiſtent and judicious ;" 11 
therefore is very conſiſtent very judicious in the Board, to com- 


mand the Committee to proceed immediately, bzfore the orders 


jay 30. The 
departure of 


n- 


art, and of 


- the Com- 


mittee of 


vt Circu:t,preſt, 


00 the foot things of the hed to Nr the wiſe 05 N e b 


of the Company reſpecting Tanjore are eee and 
whiteſt is ON tame att remain Wenne G0 Ae 
A q ae ©, 0k 
POLE like this hat e fophif could clude!” Such force of argu- 
ment what underſtanding could reſiſt! Mr? Jourdan triumphed; 
his arguments carried conviction; perſuaſion dwelt upon his lips. 
The victory bordered on the miraculous. Fe or here, ſurely,” « the 
weak things of the world were choſen to confound the 1 


& 17 T 


| Oppoſition felt its own ftren * ; EN PAIN to exert it to 
we utmoſt. No time was loſt. Four days after the laſt motion 
was carried, Sir Robert Fletcher laid before the Board what He 


called Inftruttions (%) for Colonel Stuart. The appointment of the 


Colonel was directed to be given out in public orders: He was 
commanded to hold his Self in readineſs to proceed to Tanjore. 


The departure of the Committee of Circuit for the Northern Cir-. 


cars, was preſt with the greateſt vigor. In vain was it to urge, 
that the execution of this buſineſs would be a work of years; that 
the inveſtigation of the Jaghite lands Was, at leaſt, of equal 
importance, and preſt, at leaſt, as much as the inveſtigation of 
the Nortzern Cirears ; 8 both were ordered in one on the ame 


1 


00 See this Uibotate Minute at length, Popes vol, ii. folio 360362. 


| (t) For the Queſtion, Againſt it, | 
Meſſrs. Mackay, | Jourdan, Meſſrs. Stone, Dalrymple, 
Palmer, ei ee ewes; Ruſſell, Preſident. 
Brooke, = Fletcher, 8 A, | 
Stratton, / 


(u) I ſay, what He called inſtructions: for in ſuch "IR was the good General 
to diſpatch the buſineſs of his friend, that He delivered to the Board under the 


title of /n/iruions, a thing that He would gladly have diſowned, and did afterwards 


paragraph 


„ 
1 75 
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paragraph of one and the ſame letter; That the materials, neceſ- 
ſary for the inveſtigation of the Jaghire lands, were already in a 


certain degree of forwardneſs; That this, therefore, would be the 


work only of a few months. In vain was it to urge, that the leaſe 


* 


granted to the Nahob, was now! expired; That He had made no 25 


application for renewing it; That the Jaghire was; therefote, by 
the orders of the Company, virtually under the charge of the 
Committee of Circuit; That, ſhould the Nabob apply for a te- 
ne wal of his leaſe, the Board was reſtricted, by the expreſs orders 
of the Company, to grant only an annual leaſe; That before the 
expiration of the year, therefore, the Committee was bounden to 
explore, and inveſtigate, the ſtate. of the Jaghire. In. vain was it 
to urge, that complaints of the inhabitants of the Jaghite lands 


were voluminous, and called for inſtant examination and redreſs, In 


vain was it to urge, that, the Jaghire, being nearer the Preſideney, 
and the ſervice to be performed there being of ſhorter dutation, 


fewer members would be required, more might remain at the Pre- 


ſidency, or all could eaſily return to it, and aſſiſt the Preſident, if 
any emergency required it, in the reformation of domeſtic abuſes. 
In vain was it to urge, that, theſe abuſes were numerous, and 
demanded immediate reform. In vain was it to urge, that, on all 
theſe accounts, the Jaghire ought to be the firſt object of inveſti- 
gation. Theſe reaſons were not of the ſame caſt with thoſe of Mr. 
Jourdan. Not adapted to the underſtandings, not adapted io the 
Feelings ; and above all, not adapted to the intereſts of the Ma- 
jority. They were heard without attention, and, therefore urged 
without effect. The immediate departure of the Committee of Cir- 
cuit for the Moy Circars 1 was nn by a en of Ween to 


W ; ; ' | _ 155 | — 


Emboldened by lege ſucceſs, ppantden now ling aGde- 
the very ſemblance, of order, of decency, of impartiality. One 
geatleman, hom the Council had but lately appointed to be Re- 
fident at Tanjore (x) ; another, © whoſe. extraordinary: diligence 


(= Mr. Ruſſell, | 
« and 


* 


— R 


* 


Violent pro- | 


ceedings of 
the Majority 


Rex'ons for . 


them, 


* 
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and application' his Lordſhip: bad but ntely declared to be 
d eſſentially neceſſary to Him at Fort St. George (5), were fingled 
out by oppoſition 3 charged indirectly with declining their duty 10 
ide Company; and, in a moſt unprecedented | manner, 2 pe- 
temptory day was given Them to ee e the n Tags * 
the en n 00. | 


To frofrate * eee of Mr. Ruſſel, to prevent | bis go- 


ing as Reſident to Tanjore, was an object, Which the Nabob pur- 


ſued with uncommon ardor. A Reſident, whoſe integrity He 
could not hope to ſeduce, whoſe abilities He could not hope to 
over-reach, would be an inſurmountable. bar to his plans of op- 


preſſing the Rajah, fo long as He remained upon the throne; of 
, forcing Him, if poſſible, to deſcend from it again. To the parti- 

fans, therefore, of the Nabob, it was ſtrictly given in charge to 
oppoſe, by any means, this dreaded appointment. Nor was He, nor 


wete his ſons inattentive; or negligent. Large offers had been made 


to Mr. Dawſon to induce Him to vote againſt the appointment; 
or, if that could not be, to abſtain from the Council when that 


queſtion was to be put. They were indefatigable in their noc+ 
© turnal viſits” to other members of the Board (a), To throw a 


0) Mr. Dalrymple. (. ) See Papers, vol. ii. folio 397, 398. 


(a) The oppoſition called for proofs of theſe viſits. What proof could tl re- 
uire? Sir Robert Fletcher had furniſhed. the proofs, Hear is own words, 
They” —ſpeaking of Members of the Board—** cannot ſhut their doors in the 
* faces of the Nabob and his ſons, when they Happen, which they ſometimes db, to 
« drop in on an evening, to viſit their familias . To this Sir Robert might 


have added; that, in theſe evening viſits, the Nabob and his ſons, frequently came 
in diſguiſe + that theſe evening viſits were frequently protracted till the morning; 


that the converſation turned, as Engliſhmen are apt to turn it, on politics : that, 


© India furniſhing no news- papers, the want of them was ſupplied by reading, for 


the amuſement of their gueſt, the ſecret in/frudtions of the Company and the Mi. 
nutes of the Board} by forming, for the gy ot of their gueſt, Oo. of ** 
ſition to the meaſures of the Preſident. 


+ ben Popes wal i fol, ax. 


at 
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"ut the abe of the Grenyille, without time, without mean 
for defence, to all the virulence of aceuſation, with which the 
general had threatened Him; would be to diſtreſs a man, whom- 
they could not love. Intimately acquainted with the rules and 
orders of the Company, and with the proceedings of the Coun- 
cil, He had too often expoſed the ignorance and the partiality of 
the members of oppoſition; too often had He excited: a bluſh in 
cheeks not accuſtomed to bluſh. To deprive the Preſident of the 
aſſiſtance derived from his abilities, and the ſupport of his voice 
to leave the Preſident at the mercy of a majority, who almoſt. on 
every queſtion, voted together, who ſeldom came to the Board, 
but with minutes ready penned, but with a pre-determined reſo- - 
lution to give the ſanction of public authority “ to meaſures 
% hatched and matured in private Junto's (5), was an advantage 
devoutly to be wiſhed. Immoveably obſtinate in this point, oppo- 
fition would neither conſent to call, from the ſubordinate ſtations, 
the abſent members of the Council, to aid the Preſident with their 
"advice, in a ſituation ſo emergent, where advice was not neceſ- 
ſary, where the judgment of impartial men was fo eſſential to the 
intereſts of the Company (c); where it was fo proper for the Com 
pany to know whether the dual majority of the whole Board did, or 
' did not, concur in opinion with the Preſident: nor would they liſten 

to any reaſon for poſtponing the departure of the obnoxious mem- 
bers of the Committee of Circuit. To Mr. Floyer it had been a 
ſufficient reaſon to grant time, that, when He offered his Self acan- 
didate, He declared He was unqualified for the office. Mr. Jour- 
dan had been totally excuſed, merely becauſe He did not chu/e to 
go: and Mr. Mackay becauſe the good old man, active as He was 
at the Board, felt that the cold wind of the North would benumb 


_ (4) See, Lord Pigot's Minute Papers, vol. ii. fol. 394-396. Mr. Jourdan's 
Minute was never communicated, as is the cuſtom, to the Preſident ; was brought 
in abruptly ; was delivered in writing; and without being read, without any expla- 
natian given of its contents, it was ſeconded by Ry 2 Narrative fol Ge - 

(e) See Papers, vol, ii. fol. 38-4. 2 
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his aQivity,.. But to Mr. Dalrymple it was no excuſe, that He was 


not pet prepared for the inveſtigation of the Northern Circars (d): 


To Mr. Ruſſel it was no excuſe, that, in purſuance of the appoint- 


ment of the Board, his baggage was gone to Tanjore. The day 
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was fixed; prepared or not, it was determined They ſhould pro- 
ceed. Little ſolicitous for their ſucceſs, the ſole object was to te- 
move them from the Board. The Preſident had talked of reforming 


abuſes. As, on a former occaſion, the members of the Board, 


concerned in intrigues at the Durbar, had been adjudged the fitteſt 


perſons to prevent the dangers to be apprehended from thoſe in- 
trigues: ſo the ſame members of the Board, concerned in the 


| abuſes to be reformed, were now eee 0 be the t per- 


ſons to reform them. 


The departure of Colonel Stuart was to go hand in hand with. 
the departure of the Committee of Circuit. Both were urged with 
equal vehemence. The Preſident ſaw the motive and the drift of 
theſe violent proceedings; He ſaw the fatal effects that would re- 
ſult from their ſucceſs: He knew, from the Vakeel of the Rajah, 
with what, induſtry reports had been propapagated at Tanjore,, 
that his Lordſhip's influence in Council was entirely loſt ; that He 
was ſpecdily to return to England: He knew the alarms, which 
theſe reports had ſpread at Tanjore: He knew, how much theſe 
alarms had been heightened by the unhandſome refuſal of conti- 


nuing Colonel Harpur in his command: He knew, that the Rajah 


was driven to a ſtate little ſhort of deſperation, when He heard, 
that the officer appointed to ſucceed Him was known to be inti- 
mately connected with. men, who had uniformly. oppoſed: every 
meaſure adopted by Lord Pigot for the good of Tanjore; was 
known to be intimately connected with men, whom the Rajah ſuſ- 
pected, at leaſt, of having been inſtrumental in. bringing upon 


(a Apprehending that the Committee would begin by inveſtigating' the Jaghire 
lande, to that object He had directed all his attention. For that He was prepared: 
and, therefore, to the Jaghire oppoſition determined He ſhould net be ſent. 


2 
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Him, and upon his people, the accumulstecd miſeries under 


which He and They had groaned for years; Was confidently— | 


though 1 no doubt falſely—reported to have engaged for a pecu- 
niary conſideration, to manage the concerns of theſe very men at 
Tanjore. His Lordſhip, therefore, felt the abſolute neceſſity of quiet- 


ing the alarms of the Rajah, by ſending a perſon to reſide at Tanjore, ee 


in whom the Rajah could confide ; who might convince Him, that 


the intentions of the Company in his favour could not be fruſtrated 


by any cabals of any ſet of men. He knew the man, whom He 
had recommended, . to be, on all accounts, of all men, the fitteſt 
for this important and delicate employ (e). The part which the 
Nabob took in oppoſing it, convinced his Lordſhip, . that things 
were now brought to a criſis; that the matter was put to this ſhors 
iſſue—ſhall the Nabob of Arcot, or the Goyernor appointed by the 
Company, preſide at the Board of Council ?—Had. Lord Pigot 


yielded, the Rajah of Tanjore might again have been dethronedy 


the authority of the Board, the authority of the Company, might 
again have been employed, as They formerly had been employed, 
to be the inſtruments of the ambition, of the revenge, of the Na- 


bob. To reſiſt could not be fo fatal. Succeſsful refiſtance would 


re-eſtabliſh the dignity of Government, would inſure the full com- 
plietion of the ſchemes of the Company, would firmly eſtabliſh the 


Throne of the Rajah. Even an unſucceſsful reſiſtance would have 


its advantages, It would prop, for a while, that part of the ſchemes 
of the Company, which was already executed; if it could not 
firmly eſtabliſh the throne of the Rajah, it would, at leaſt, ſuſ- 
pend its ſubverſion. True, therefore, to the promiſe He had 
. made the Company—* that He would go on as He had begun, 


4 ſtrongly recommending every meaſure, that appeared to Him to 


« be proper ; and reſolutely maintaining, that nothing ſhould be 
4 done, which, in his opinion, might involve the affairs of his 


40 employers in difficulty (/) - He ſteadily and 1 refuſed to 


(e) See Narrative, fol. 6, 7. 
2 See his Lordſhip's Letter, Papers, vol. i. fol. 275. 
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give bis ronſent to the ere of Colonel Stuart as Commandant 
at Tanjore, till Mr. Ruſſell would have received his inſtructions, 


ab ae at Tanjore. | 


The obſtinacy of ant Was pal to 0 firmneſs of Lord 
Pigot. Leſs delicate in the choice of means, not ſtrictly bounden 


by the reſtraints of decorum and order, avowing their Selves free 


from any obedience to the orders of the Company, where thoſe 
orders did not ſuit their times, and their circumſtances, oppoſition 


 —and no wonder—prevailed. Their conqueſt, indeed, was pur- 


chaſed at the expence of decency, of ſubordination, of duty ; but 


_ theſe They had long deſpiſed : it was purchaſed at the hazard of 
every intereſt that was dear to their Maſters; but theſe They had 


long ſubmitted to their own private views. The Temple of Go- 
vernment was rent in twain from the top to the bottom: but They 
were ſatisfied, if with the broken materials, they could form a 
temporary n for Wesen | 
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e Lard Pie is his Diſdutes with the Nabeb and with ch 
. A of the Council: its e wn 


N reviewing the * with the execution of which the 8 . 
cil and all the Servants of the Company at Fort St. George, lt dale. 
were commanded to concur with Lord Pigot; in the carrying of 
which into full effect the governor and Council at Bengal were 
commanded, if required, to co-operate ; we obſetved, that the 
great object, which the Company propoſed, was to return to that 
ſyſtem, for the government of their affairs on the Coaſt of Coro» 
mandel, which Lord Pigot had eſtabliſhed in the year 1762, To 
effectuate this important object, it was neceſſary to withdraw Tan- 
jore from the hands of the Nabob. Lord Pigot, therefore, We 
have ſeen, was directed forthwith to reſtore the Kingdom of Tan- 
jore, with all its dependencies, to its ancient and rightful poſ- | 1 
ſeſſor; ſubjed only to the annual tribute ſtipulated; in the treaty of 8 
1762, to be paid by the Rajah to the Nabob, and to the perform 
ance of certain other terms and conditions, calculated for the mu- 
tual benefit of the Rajah, and of the Eaſt India Company. What 
thoſe terms and conditions were we have ſeen. | After the re- 
ſtoration of Tanjore ſhould be effected; after the affairs of Tan- 
jore ſhould be accommodated, and fnally adjuſted ; then, and 
not before, We have ſeen, Lord Pigot and his Council were 
directed to diſpatch a Committee of Circuit, for the inveſtigation 1 
of the Jaghire lands, and of the Northern Circars. Hitherto our - 2 
examination has been confined to the meaſures adopted by Lord "of 
Pigot, for reſtoring Tanjore to the Rajah, and for ſettling the 
country, in purſuance of theſe orders. Through the whole courſe 
of this examination, We have ſeen Him keep ſteadily in view the 
great end propoſed by the Company. We have ſeen the difficul- 
tics he had to encounter in the execution of theſe orders. He ſet 
| 5 
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| Hut, We have ſcen, by endeavouring to engage the Nabob to con» 


eur in the execution of them; to make the act of the reſtoration ap- 
pear, as it were, his own, Diſappointed in this view, we have 
ſeen Him gradually proceeding in the buſineſs of the Reſtoration. 
We have ſeen, Him accept with demonſtrations of reſpect, and 


_ gratitude, the ſurrender of the Fort of Tanjore to an officer of the 


Company ; but, at the ſame time, anxious to guard againſt any 
future claims on the part of the Nabob, claims which by his in- 
ſtructions He was not to admit, We have ſeen Him refuſe, in firm 
but decent terms, to receive the furrender of the Fort under any 
conditions. We have ſeen Him perſiſt in ſhewing every mark of 
attention to the intereſts of the Nabob, ſo far as was conſiſtent 
with the orders of the Company: We have ſeen Him reject the 
violent meaſures, propoſed by the very men, Who now accuſe his 
Lordſhip of violence. Having ſecured the Fort of Tanjore, having 
delivered the Rajah and his family from their unjuſt confinement, 
We have ſeen Him cheriſh, perhaps too long, the flattering hope, 
that the Nabob might, at length, be perſuaded to concur in the 
execution of that part of his orders, which commanded Him to 
put the Rajah in the full poſſeſſion, and management of his domi- 


nions: We have ſeen Him, therefore, giving time to the Nabob 


to return to a proper ſtate of mind; deferring the execution of this 
part of his orders, till by the Board it was unanimouſly reſolved 
to be proper and neceſſary, that his Lordſhip ſhould immediately ſet 
out for Tanjore to carry them into full effect. Arrived at Tan- 
jore, We have ſeen Him obtain from the Rajah, all that the Com- 
pany had demanded ; more than the Company had demanded; 

conditions unanimouſly approved by the Board at the time; con- 
ditions unanimouſly approved; © with grateful thanks accepted” 
by his Employers fince. We have ſeen Him cautiouſly avoid all 
farther interference in the affairs of the Rajah's Government: On 
this principle, We have ſeen Him refuſe all interpoſition, at Tan- 
jore, on the A of the unvouched claims of Mr, Benfield g): 


(e) An accompt without a voucher is no accompt, 
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DEFENCE OF LORD PIGO . te 
We have ſren Him, afterwards, in Council, Readily oppoſe thoſe e 


demands; not only becauſe they were unvouched; and appeared to- 
be unjuſt ;” but becauſe they were contriry to the orders of 
the Company; becauſe, if admitted, they would defeat the 
good effects propoſed” by the Company from the Reſtoration x 
leave the Rajah a heavy incumbrance on the Company” «give: 
« an opening for new machinations ;” give tiſe to much confu-- | 
« fion and danger.” We have ſeen Him reſolutely aſſerting the 
validity of the ſtanding orders of the Company; ſtrenuouſly'en-- 
deavouring to put a ſtop to all illicit correſpondence between' the 
ſervants of the Company and the Princes of the Eaſt; exerting all 
his power to prevent the ſervants of the Company from'ſupporting* 
the Nabob in meaſures, prejudicial'to the intereſts of the Com- 
pany. We have ſeen Him, at the ſame time, ſo attentive to the 
honour, ſo tender of the feelings, of the Nabob (%, that He would: 
not, forcibly, expel the people of the Nabob from diſtricts, which, 
according to the literal orders of the Company, ought to have been 
immediately reſtored to the Rajah. We have ſeen Him ſtrenuouſly- 
endeavouring to remove every occaſion of giving diſguſt, or excit= 
ing diſcontent to the Nabob, by recommending it to Him to re- 
turn to his own Capital. We have ſeen Him endeavouring to de- 
rive to the Company new commercial advantages, by multiplying 


their inveſtments, and by the eſtabliſhment of new factories. Di- 


rr -*-+-4in this endeavour, undiſguſted by the petulance of oppo- 
fition, unwearied by the ſtuoorneid r faaten, We have ſeen Him 
labour to ſecure, at leaſt, the political advantages held. forth by 
the reſtoration, of the Rajah, We have ſeen Him not more ſoliz 
citous to execute the commands of the Company; than anxious to 
execute them in the order, and in the manner which they thought 
moſt likely to be effectual: We have ſeen Him, therefore, refuſe 
his conſent to the departure: of the Committee of Circuit, till the 

buſineſs of Tanjore was finally adjuſted. We have ſeen Him, at: 


8 9 And that at the very time the Nabob was caballing geln Him, | ; 
EN | | | laſt, 


. 


laſt, riſk his government, his liberty, his life, to give permanence . 
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and ſtability to that ſyſtem which He was ordered to re-eſtabliſh, | 
While that ſyſtem was preſerved ; it had been uniformly recom» 

mended to his predeceſſors, now that ſyſtem was to be reſtored, 
it was ſtrictly enjoined, and warmly recommended to Him, to 


impreſs the Rajah of Tanjore with firm ideas of dependence on the 


friendſhip of the Engliſh, Here then We have ſeen Him make his 
laſt great ſtand; We have ſeen Him urging in vain that an officer, 


known to the Rajah, agreeable to the Rajah, ſhould, at the re- 


queſt of the Rajah, be continued in the command. of the Fortreſs 
which commanded the Capital of the Rajah : We have ſeen Him 
oppoſe the nomination of an officer to this delicate command, 
whoſe character, and whoſe connections, whether juſtly or not, 
had rendered Him ſuſpicious to the Rajah : Unable to conquer the 
obſtinacy of faction, We have ſeen Him endeavour to correct the 


evils which He could not totally prevent; We have ſeen Him al- 


ternately exhorting and intreating the men who were commanded 


to concur with Him, to ratify their own act; and to execute their 


own reſolution ; to ſuffer the Reſident, whom They had appointed, 
to proceed, though but for a few days, to Tanjore ; that He might 
quiet the alarms of the Rajah ; might difipate the fears, which 
the intrigues of the Nabob, his reſidence. in the neighbourhood, 


-and his influence at the Board, of the Council, had excited in the 
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breaſt of the Rajah. Thus far to ſay He is 7 775 ee eee e 
of orders, would be . A- dae 0 nis Lordſhip: thus far his 


Lordſihip has a claim, not to the cold compliment of exculpation, 
but to the warmeſt teflimony of applauſe. * 


| But, w we are told, whatever merit his Lordſhip might claim, from 
his attention to this part of the Company's orders, is more than 
effaced by his demerit with reſpect to the Nabob, and to the mem- 
bers of the Council of Fort St. George. He ſtands accuſed of de- 
gas the moſt arbitrary; meaſures the moſt inſidious ; actions the 


moſt violent. His ** if his accuſers are to be believed, 
cannot 
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cannot be be excuſed of 'palliated ; cannot be imputed to' any mo- N 

tives but thoſe of the moſt ſelfiſh and unworthy Kind. To e 

Nabob, We are told, his conduct was violent, and hoftile ; to u noted © © 
individual cruel and inhuman ; to the Council, inſidious and ar- 

bitrary. 0 


The Nabeb, at leaſt, e to 1 hank a at Sl Appeal of E 
which He pretends to have actually experienced; theſe alarms, He thegovern- 
ſays, werd heightened by the apprehenſion of till greater violences, 5 
with which He pretends to have been threatened by his Lordſhip. . 
Deſpairing of protection from the Commander of his Majeſty's M0 
fleet; deſpairing of protection from the Council of Fort St. George; 

| he made a formal appeal to the Government of Bengal, againſt 
„ theſe violent and hoftile acts of Lord Pigot (i). ” Nor could this ap- 
peal have been lodged in more friendly hands. He looked only, we 
may ſuppoſe, for the cool impartiality of a Judge, but He found 
all the zealous warmth of an Advocate, And that zeal too was di- 8 
rected by the unerring hand of the Logician. Such is the praiſe 
which we owe to Mr. Haſtings. By Him, therefore, we may 
expect to ſee the charges, which the Nabob has brought againſt Lord 
Pigot, placed in the cleareſt and the ſtrongeſt point of view. Nor | 
will our expectations be deceived. For the clearer underſtanding . 
te of the Nabob's complaints,” his Honour © extracted them from 
* the ſeveral letters which He (the Nabob) had written to the 
Board, and formed them into nine diſtin& articles.” : gow 
each of theſe articles He gave a very elaborate opinion (4). 


. 


4 _Oftheſe nine articles four have been already conſidered (/). The arne of 
five, which remain to be confidered, we will give in the very words fon the. 


N + 
FEES 7s 1 


(i) See Paper vol. ii, fol, 179. 
(4) See Papers, vol. ii. fol. 277— 297, and the following page. 
(17) The ſecond, third, ſeventh, eighth, The ſecond is founded on the promils 
faid to be made by Lord Pigot at a private conference with the Nabob, but which 
is directly contradicted by his Lordſhip's public Letters to the Nabob, entered on | 
the Minutes, Private conferences are almoſt as uſeful as manuſcripts in the hands : 
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Nabob, as 
ſKated by the 
Governor» 
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of this pl Preſident. If We examine his Minutes, which | 


were te- echoed in the letter from * Board: it Hall be * * | 


becoming deference. Tk 1 309 (69 


Article It. & That an Engliſh 6 at the head of 3 
* troopers and a party of Seapoys, by Lord Pigot's orders, en- 
* tered the town of Arrialoor, belonging to the Government of 
the Carnatic ; ſurrounded the houſe occupied by Narroo Pundit 


„ Dobbeer a principal /ervant of the Nabob, and by other ſervants 


% of the Nabob ; forced away the Seapoys whom He had ſtationed 


, with them as a guard; ſeized and carried them priſoners, with all 


the Nabob's papers, which were in their charge, Rome and pri- 


vate, to e, to Lord oh, od 


nr he 
Art. IVth. That Lord Pigot caufed a . to be made 
te in the Fort, and through all the diſtridts of Tanjore, that no one 
« ſhould give protection or rice to any of the Nabob's people, but 


es bring them forth; and even that if any perſon gave ſhelter to 


« any of the Nabob's 3 He ſhould be conſidered as cri- 


40 minal.” | 9585 


Art. Vth. That the moſt creditable and ancient ſervants of the 
© Nabob, who were at Tanjore, were treated with great indig- 


| ee nities by the dependents of Lord Pigot, and ſome of them de- 


« tained in priſon by the Rajah, even 10 late as the month of 
« May laſt,” | 


Art. Vith. % That Lord Pigot ſent people at midnight to ſeize 


% and carry away ſome of the Nabob's Reiats from the door of his 
« houſe.” 


of the Nabob. The third was anſwered when we conſidered the claims bf 'Mr, 
Paul Benfield, The ſeyenth and eighth have been particularly noticed in the laſt 


Art. 


N 
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Art. IX th. # That a party of Seapoys forcibly entered the Kella : | 


of Woodiarpollam belonging to the Nabob, with orders from 
Lord Pigot to ſeize Mohammed Hebraz Khan, à principal ſer- 


« yant of the Nabob z but that, miſſing Him, they ſearched all 


« the houſes, and carried away and ill-treated, ee of an in- 
© waa LION 


of the "wy Article the Nabob Men as of an iQ ©. unbe- 


Eſcorting the - 


a + coining even towards an enemy; a degradation of his character Dobbeer 


from Arri- 
alloor, 


c in the eyes of the world; a /o/z/c invaſion of his country; a vio- 
et lation of friendſhip and faith; derogatory from the honour of 
« the Company; contrary to the guaranty, by which the Engh/b 
nation is bound to Him; irreconcileable with his right as an 
« allyto the King of Great Britain; and productive of * in 
* his een and ne in his Government. if * 


And ſo well founded did ese appear to the Gover- 


nor-general and Council of Bengal, that They pronounced it ;; 


«< to be a violation of the independent rights of the Nabob of the 


« Carnatic, in which light (they ſay) Mahommed Ally Kham is Paris 


« acknowledged by the treaty of Paris (n).“ They thidk it 
clearly proved, that, in this inſtance, the conduct of Lord Pigot 
« was contrary to the act of Parliament, which renders it unlaw⸗- 
« ful to the Preſident and Council of Madraſs, to male any orders 


for commencing hoſtilities againſt any Indian Prince or power, 


« without the conſent of the Governor - general and Council firſt 
had and obtained; except in ſuch caſes as would render it dan- 


« gerous to poſtpone ſuch hoſtilities, &c.; and except in ſuch caſes 
« where the ſaid Preſident and Council ſhall have received Mela 


orders from the United Eaſt India Company (2). 


* 


(n) See Papers, vol. i. folio 225. 
(*) See ibid. vol. i. folio 281. 
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treaty, 


3h © DEF.ENCE or LORD: PIGOT. | 
— , The firſt ground, then, upon which | theſe cautious ſtateſmen 
the treaty of condemn this tranſaRion, is, that it is contrary to the treaty of 


| Paris than to 
_—_— Paris. And contrary to the treaty of Paris it muſt be; becauſe it 


is a violation of the independent rights of the Nabob of the Car- 

natic; and i in that light—tbat is in the light of an independent 

Prince, MobSmmed Ally is acknowledged by that treaty. Again 
this treaty of Paris! What will not this prolific treaty produce 
What may it not be adduced to prove! It is like the will in the 
e hands of Lord Peter. It orders fringes, and laces, and ſhoulder- 
” ..-. knots, and broom- ſticks. In the hands of the Nabob and of his 
agent, it worked miracles. It ſaid to whole countries: © reniove 
« ye hence, to yonder place, and they removed.“ Tanjore be- 
came a part of the Carnatic; and was guarantied to the Nabob. 
In the hands of Mr. Haſtings and his Council, its operations are 
not quite ſo miraculous. It does not meddle with your ſolid 
bodies. The country of Tanjore is leſt in its old ſituation. But 


then it works wonders in the Rank and the Condition of thoſe 
whom it names. The Nabob, but a day before was a dependent 
on a dependent of the King of Delhi; and now behold ! 
in virtue of a ſerap of paper ſigned at Paris by men who ſcarcely 


knew his name, or his country, or his connections, He is be- 
come a Sovereign, a Prince with independent "rights. This treaty, 
We have ſeen, acknowledges Mohammed Ally to be lawful Na- 
bob of the Carnatic: it acknowledges another man to be law- 
ful Subah of the Decan. This lawful Nabob, this lawful Su- 
bah—** Ce Nabob, ce Subah /egitimes'—what are They? What 
are They here acknowledged to be? Officers of a certain 
denomination, veſted with certain powers, conveyed to them by 
the laws of a certain country, confirmed by certain formalities, 
required by the laws of that country. Each of theſe officers the - 
_ treaty acknowledges to be appointed to their reſpective offices, in 
the manner preſcribed by the laws of Indoſtan; each of them it ac- 
knowledges to be veſted with that portion of authority, which the 
laws of Indoſtan have reſpeirely attached to each. So far then 
62. from 
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pDEPEN CE OF LORD-PIGOT. 
from acknowledging the independent rights of the Nabob, it ac- 
 knowledges Him to be, what by the laws of Indoſtan He is, a de- 

pendent on a dependent of the King of Delhi. This, in truth, is 


the effect of the recognition, if the words are to be taken in their 


plain and literal ſenſe. But to on an honeſt truth, the makers of 


this treaty, knew little, if any thing, about the Nabob, or about the 


Subah; about the Carnatic or about the Decan : They meant only to 
ſay, that their reſpective courts would not interfere about the rights 
of either. I forgive molt dordially to one Agent of the Nabob his 
miſapplication of this treaty ; I do juſtice to the diſcernment of 


the other, who prides his Self on diſcovering, in this treaty, the 
recognition, the guaranty, of the Nabob's independence (o). To 


theſe men why ſhould: we talk of our rules, of European rules, of 


interpretation? With the ludicrous gravity of the“ Medicin mal- 


gre lui“ They would anſwer, -* Ah! mais, aux Indes, nous 


« ayons change tout cela! But from Europeans, from ſervants of 
the Engliſh Eaſt India Company, we have a right to expect a little 
more correctneſs, a little more conformity to eſtabliſhed rules. 
Were it even true, that this tranſaQtion were equivalent to a decla- 


ration of war, were an act of avowed hoſtility, fill Mr, Haſtings 


muſt have known, that it was no morea violation.of the treaty of 
Paris, than it was a violation of the treaty of Oliva, or of the treaty 
of Peterſburgh, or of the Rs of Belgrade. 


The treaty of Paris 45 remains unviolated. The Governor- 
ate may ſleep ſecure. Be it that armaments are coming from 
France; ſtill the Governor-general may fleep ſecure; they are 


not equipped to vindicate the violated: rights of the independent 


Nabob of the Carnatic. But there is another ground on which; 


as dutiful ſubjects, the Governor- general and Council were 


forced to condemn this tranſaction. They think it clearly proved 


Nor was it 


any violation: | 
of the act of 
Parliament. 


that it is a breach of the act for regulating the affairs of the Eaſt. 


(o) See Mr. Macpherſon's Memorial; Appendix its 1 3002 
— 
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India Company. Perhaps it might) perhaps it was a commence 


ment of hoſtilities—without the conſent” of the Governor-general 
and Council of Fort William—unauthoriſed either by kyminent 


neceſſity, or by the ſpecial orders of the Company. For all theſe 
circumſtances muſt concur, before the proviſions of the act can be 
infringed. Was it an act of hoftility ? Was it an act of hoſtility 
committed by the order of Lord Pigot ? Both theſe queſtions muſt, 


I conceive, be anſwered in the negative,——It was not an at of 


It was not an 
act of hoſti. 


 lity, 


Cy Tt was, not committed by order of Lord Pigot. 


To ſwell this into an act of hoſtility; to make it appear to be an 
act of hoſtility, -committed by the expreſs orders of Lord Pigot ; 
the Nabob, in his complaint, and the worthy Preſident of Bengal 
with his obſequious Council, in their Minutes—without defign, no 
doubt, and imperceptibly—foiſted in many little circumſtances : 


many material circumſtances—without deſign, no doubt, and im- 
perceptibly they omitted, The truth of the cafe was this. Lord 
Pigot detached a party from Tanjore, with orders to proceed to 


Vickarum—a place in the Tarjore country for the purpoſe of 
eſcorting the Dobbeer thence, from Vickarum, to Tanjore. But 
a circumſtance had happened with which Lord Pigot was unac- 


quainted. By the expreſs orders of the Nabob, the Dobbeer had 


deen removed from the Tanjore country to Arrialoor, a place de- 
pendent on the Kellidar of Tritchinopoly (p). The officer who 
commanded the party, conceiving that He was ſent to protect, to 


do honour to, the Dobbeer, marched to Arrialoor ; and with the 


660 The Governor-general calls ita place belonging to the Government of 
© the Carnatic.” ——=The Council in their reſolutions, are more cautious ; They 
call it.“ a place in the Nabob's Dominiogs.” — Now the Nabob—by what 
right we have ſeen in the Introduction is Kellidar of Tritchinopoly, A place, 
therefore, dependent on Tritchinopoly, is a part of the Nabob's dominions ; 
as a place dependent on Hanover, is a part of his Majeſty's dominions. But it no 
more follows, that Arrialoor belongs to the Government of the Carnatic, than 


that Hanover belongs to the Government of England, becauſe the King of Eng- 


land happens to be EleQor of Hanover. 


free 
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free will, at the requeſt, of the Dobbeer, pi Arrialoo me Th 


55 ver Him to N 


1 


— 


Who, 6 was this Dobbeer? Was He, as the Nabob 3 
88 the Governor and Council of Bengal affect to believe Him to have 


been, a ſubject, or a ſetvant, of the Nabob? No. He was a native 
of Tanjore, a ſabje& of Tanjore, a public officer, an officer of the 
revenue, of Tanjore. Many years had He been in the ſervice of the 
Rajah of Tanjore. He had been no longer in the ſervice of the 
Nabob, than from the time that the Nabob had uſurped the coun- 
try of Tanjore. Nor then did He ſo much enter into the ſervice 
of the Nabob, as ſtay in the ſervice of his country. He ſcorned to 
deſert his Maſter in his diſtreſs: He refuſed to act under the Na- 


bob till his Maſter, out of love to ſubjects, whom He was no 


longer to protect, laid his commands upon Him to act (90. H 


was not, therefore, as it is ſtated, a principal ſervan# of the Nubob 


1 


He was the principal financier of the country of Tanjores 


But did the officer, detached by Lord Pigot, /eize and carry the 
Dobbeer a priſoner from Arrialoor to Tanjore? The orders of Lord 
Pigot were delivered in writing to Captain Tonyn, the officer who 
commanded the detachment. By Captain Tonyn. they were pro- 
duced to the ſelf-created Council at Madraſs (r). Not a word is 
ſaid, in theſe orders, about /e/zing the Dobbeer, about bringing the 
Dobbeer a priſoner. Captain Tonyn is fimply commanded to eſcort 
Him to Tanjore. To eſcort, indeed; the ingeniouſneſs of Mr. 


(7) It appears to Mr. Haſtings © a ſtrange. inconſiſtency, that a man ſhould be. 
« compelled to accept the moſt reſponſible. and lucrative truſt in the country,” —. 
Mr, Haſtings beſt knows his on feelings; his own meaſure of duty, Were 
which Heaven forefend la. foreign. Prince to uſurp the throne of theſe kingdoms, . 


nothing hort of compulſion could tempt me to take any. truſt, however reſponſi« 
ble or lucrative, under the uſurper. 


Nor was any 
force em-- 


(») See the printed Minutes of his examination, Sep. 11,1776, Lord: Piget 


was not preſent when this witneſs was examined againſt Him, Nor did this im- 
partial Council think it neceſſary to ſend Him a copy of the examination. 


Haſtings: 


DEFENCE: OF LORD P1GOT. 
Haſtings has diſcovered to be the Niche, as * to arręſt by a ilitory | 


force: © to bring by force (s).” Lord Pigot did not underſtand. 
the word in that ſenſe; in that ſenſe Captain Tonyn did not un- 


derſtand it. Being expreſsly aſked, whether, in caſe the Dob- 


| © beer hadeloped, He ſhould then, by the orders He had received; 
have compelled the Dobbeer to go with Him to Tanjore: As 
© expreſsly He anſwered, ** He ſhould not (t). But did He 'uſe any 


force? He could not: for He declares, that He met with no op- 


5 poſition. Did He force away the Seapoys, whom the Nabob had 
ſlationed as a guard around the houſe of the Dobbeer ? He did not 


ſee a ſingle Seapoy or Centinel : not a man in a military dreſs: 
not a man in arms: and yet, if any there had been, He muſt have 


ſeen them, for He arrived about the middle of the day. Was it 


neceſſary to uſe compulſion to engage the Dobbeer to go with Him? 
So far from it, the Dobbeer expreſt great ſatisfaFtion at receiving 


the letter; before Captain Tonyn could fay a ſyllable on the ſub - 
ject, He propoſed to ſet out immediately. It was at the requeſt of 
Captain Tonyn, it was to give time to refreſh his men and his 


horſes, that the Dobbeer deferred his departure till the morning. 
Did this officer ſeize, or was He commanded to ſeize, the papers 
of the Nabob? Not a word did the orders of his Lordſhip contain, 
not one word did Captain Tonyn ſay to the Dobbeer, about Papers 


or Cadjans, or any'thingelſe. Did Captain Tonyn carry, was He 


ordered to carry, any other ſervant of the Nabob to Tanjore?. No 
other perſon is mentioned in his Lordſhip's order. No other per- 
ſon did Captain Tonyn carry with Him. One other perſon ac- 


(s) Mr. Haſtings does not ſhine ſo much as a ſoldier, as a politician, How the 
officers of the Guards, how General Burgoyne would be ſurpriſed, if they were 
told, that they every day ** arreſted his Majeſty by a military force ;” © brought 


bis Majeſty by force from Kew to St. James's !''—Mr. Haſtings, I hope, will 


muke his military code an humble Appendix to the Code W of the 
Agent of the Nabob, 


(t) The Council did not like his anſwer. They, therefore, aſd the guęſtion 


aud the anſwer from the Minutes, Why ſhould the ingenious interpretation of Mr, 


Haſtings be refuted ? And 40 they dare to ITY of the fallrication of the mi- 
nutes, 


compile | 
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companied the Dobbeer, wham He ſuppoſed to be one of the . 5 i 
ple of the Dobbeer, Where now is the 70 of boſtiliy? 8 . 1 


But had it 1 a® of hoſtility, it was not committed by reg 

order of Lord Pigot. The hoſtility would ariſe, not from tity, it was 
the act itſelf, of ſeizing the Dobbeer, ſuppoſiog He bad been 1 
ſeized—for the Dobbeer was neither a ſervant, nar a ſubject ef . x 
the Nabob but from the ſeizing Him in a place within the domi- 
nions of the Nabob. Now the ordets of Lord Pigot were, to pro- 
ceed not to Arrialoor, within the dominions of the Nabob, but 
| —to Vickarum, a part of the, dominions of the Rajah, The ob- 
| beer had quitted Vickarum. Without any order, inftruRion, or 
meſſage, written or verbal, before or after. his departure from T an- 
jore, did Captain Tonyn proceed from Vickarum to Agrialoor : He 
wrote, indeed, to his Lordſhip from Vickarum; 3 He wrote, not 
to aſk his commands whether He .ſbould | progeed, but, to inform 
Him that He was actually proceeding to Arrialoor. He neither . i 
expected, nor had, nor, could have an anſwer. .* Upon the whole, i 
then,“ what myſt be the candor, . of What materials muſt de . 1 

formed the urderſtanding, of that man, -who can © think it clearly | | 
s proved, that, in this inſtance, the * of 3 Pager. was | 
Ci gontrary to the act of Fatliament . 

Here, I am confident, Lord Pigot aud his friends . Gfely And would 

. Teſt his defence againſt this accuſation. But 1 will venture 0 go 88 
one ſtep farther. I will venture to maintain, that had it been an 28 "7 the 
act of hoſtility, which it was not; had it been committed by the 

expreſs orders of Lord Pigot, which neither was it; ſtill it would 

have been no violation of the act of Parliament. Moſt clearly it 
was within the exceptions of the act: moſt cleatly it was an act, 

-<« which-it would have been dangerous to poſtpone. The Dobþeer, 8 

Wie have obſerved, was the chief Financier of Tanjore. Without 8 
Him it was impoſſible to adjuſt the accompts of Tanjore. Ho was © 


a man of a yery advanced age (a]. By force, and by the pres 


(x) Between ſeventy and eighty. „i nd | 
TCcCc e pal 


_— 
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"orders of the Nabob, He had been carried from Tanjore. The 
Company had recommended it to Lord Pigot and his Council, to 
obtain a ſtatement of the Nabob's receipts and: diſburſements in the 
. Tanjore country. The claims ſet up by the Nabob and his afſignees 


had rendered this ſtatement a matter of preſſing and imminent 


neceſũty z” * which it would be dangerous to poſtpone.” The 


| _only means of obtaining this ſtatement was to bring back to Tan- 
Jjote the man, without whom this ſtatement could not be obtained. 


Nor in bringing back the Dobbeer could his Lordſhip be ſaid to 
* commence, at moſt He could only be faid to repell, hoſtilities : if 
| bokilities there were, hoſtilities were commenced by the Nabob. 
They were commenced then, when He ordered a native of Tan- 


. jore, a ſubject of Tanjore, the Prime Miniſter of Tanjore, to be 


. carried by force, from his own country, to a country dependent on 
the Kellidar of Tritchinopoty. They were continued then when 
the Seapoys « of the Nabob were ſtationed—if, indeed, as the Na- 
bob pretends, He did order Seapoys to be ſtationed—as a guard to 


15 keep this Prime Miniſter of Tanjore a priſoner (x) in Arrialoor, 


defence 5 


this articles 


Let us ſuppoſe the tranſaction to have paſſed in Europe. Had it 
_ pleafed the Emperor of Germany, after the treaty of Hubertſbourg, 


to have forced the Count Fincktenſtein, or the Count Bruhl, into 
the territories of Auſtria, or Bohemia; to keep them. priſoners ; 
to place guards about them for the purpoſe of preventing their 
eſcape: by this act would not the Emperor have commenced hoſtili- 
ties Had the Court of Berlin, had the Court of Dreſden, ſent 
. detachments to reſcue their reſpectire Miniſters, to eſcort them to 
tbeir reſpective homes, would this act, even though accompanied 
by a direct attack on the Guards of the Emperor, have been a com- 
mencement, or only a repulſion, of hoſtilities ? 


Upon this article, therefore, the complaint of the Nabob; the 
= 9 6m of Mr. Haſtings ; the reſolution of his obſequious Council ; 


(x) This guard, though, perhaps, placed under pretence of doing honour to the 
Ration of the Dobbeer, may fairly be conſidered as intended to keep Him a pri- 


- ſoner : ſince it was again? his will that He came to, againſt his will that He ſtaid 
at, Arrialoor, 


appear 
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appear to conſiſt only of falſe concluſions, drawn from affamed 


facts. It is not true, that the officer detached by Lord Pigot, as 


an eſcort to the Dobbeer, was commanded. to procted into e 
country of the Nabob : it is not true, that He was commanded to 


bring, or that He did bring, the Dobbeer, by force, and as a priſoner, 
from Arrialoor to Tanjore ; it is not true, that He was com- 
manded to carry away, that He did carry away, any ſervant what- 
ever of the Nabob : it is not true, that He was commanded to 
ſcize, or that He did ſeize, any papers, public or private, belong 

ing to the Nabob; it is not true, that He was commanded to 
force, or that He did force, the Guards of the Nabob to retire; 


But, had He been commanded to do, had He done, all this, fill, ; 
neither He nor Lord Pigot would thereby have infringed the treaty . 
of Paris: becauſe the treaty of Paris does not recognize the Nabob 


to be an independent Prince; it recognizes Him only for a ſer- 
| vant of the ſervant of the King of Delhi: as a ſervant of the ſer= 
vant of the King of Delhi, he had no right to the poſſeſſion of 


Tanjore ; or to carry away, and to confine the officers of the King 


of Tanjore, Had this officer, in conſequence of expreſs orders 
from Lord Pigot, ſeized, and by force carried to Tanjore the per- 
ſon, and the official papers, of the Dobbeer : had He forced the 
Seapoys ſtationed—if any ſuch were ſtationed—by the Nabob, as a 


Guard upon the Dobbeer, to retire ; till, neither He nor Lord 


Pigot would thereby have infringed the act of Parliament to which 
Mr. Haſtings alludes ; becauſe the conduct of him who gave, and 
of him who executed, the order would have been juſtified . by i im- 
1 minent neceſſity; the preſence of the Dobbeer being, in fact, 
neceſſary to aſcertain the claims of the Rajah to that part of bis 
dominions, which the Nabob diſputed, and therefore neceſſary to 
effect his reſtoration to them: becauſe to give, or to execute, this 
order, would have been no commencement of hoſtilities, on the part 


of the Engliſh, but only a repulſion of * mer com- 


menced, on the part of the Nabob. 


1 1 The 


0 


A DEPBROE OF-LORD PIGOT.- 


Article III, "The text ebafge hich remains to be anſwered, is, „ that 
dor, fordig. © Lord Plgot eüufed a proclamation to be made in the fort, and 
— — 4 Cy through Al the diſtricts, of Tanjore, that no one ſhould give 
pe ople of the «6 protection, or rice; to any of the Nabob's people, but bring 

8 « them forth ; and even that, if any perſon. gave ſhelter to aby of 


Ti "We Nibob's ſervarits, He ſhould be conſidered as criminal.” 


N | b pro- | 
18 clamation In the Ben 41 Confultilicts ho notice is of this article. No. 


e e reſolution i is 2 upon it. T he Governor-general had, I ſup- 

| poſe, his view in multiplying charges. But here, He felt the de- 
ficiency of proof. « The charge, He obſerves, is extracted 

« from a letter from the Nabob to Lord Pigot, dated 29th April, 

« andentered in the Conſultation 13th May.” The complaint is, 

= indeed, extracted from that letter; but with a very material altera-, 
= . The Nabob ſays ſimply—* proclamation was made (y) - Zut 
, lle does not ſay, that the proclamation was made in the Name, or 
by the order, of Lord Pigot : He does not ſay, that Lord Pi- 

got cauſed the proclamation to be made.” By what, authority, 

then, has Mr. Haſtings preſumed to add theſe eſſential words to 

| * the complaint of the Nabob? Lord Pigot iffued no proclamation 

at Tanjore. That ſtyle He has left to Mr. Stratton and his ad- 

herents. He gave out public orders. All theſe orders were, either 

reported to the Board, in his Lordſhip's Diary; or read at the 
Board, during the agitation of ſome or other of the many queſ- 

tions, debated at the Board. No ſuch order was found as that ex- 

tracted from the letter of the Nabob, ſaid to be contained in a pro- 

PD clamation ſaid to be made, but which the Nabob more modeſt, 
os 8 or more timid than Mr. Haſtings did not preſume to ſay, was 
hk made by the order, or in the name, or with the conſent of Lord 
_ Pig et. Judge then of the Candour of Mr. , Haſtings, * It will 
* fel wich the Board” (fays He) to determine, whether They 
8 wilt take up the 1 or eonſider it as not 9 properly before 


00 See Papers, vol, i. fol. 144. 
„ Them, 
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Them, for want of proof ;”” © or. whether the flence of Lord Pi. 
« pot on ſuch an occaſion is to be deemed an acknowledgment of it.” 


there for his ſpeaking ?, The Nabob did not accuſe, Him: the 
Board did not ſuppoſe Him to be guilty. They knew. no ſuch 


an ee man, to be an ee of guilt. rs 


The en A 9 that the 1 creditable and ancient 
« fervants of the Nabob, who were at Tanjore, were treated with 


« them detained in priſon by the Rajab, ſo late as the month of 
60 1 __ | | 


Neither of this Article have the Council at Bengal taken avy 
notice in their Conſultation : -no- reſolution have they formed on it. 
In ſupport of it, however, Mr. Haſtings has given Us extracts 
from ſeveral letters of the Nabob, But, with his uſual candour 
and adroitneſs, ſome phraſes are added, ſome paſſages ſuppreſſed. 
Inſtead of—** your people “ ſingle guards of your people“ 
phraſes, which the Nabob had uſed in writing to Lord Pigot— 
Mr. Haſtings has artfully ſubſtituted—** the dependents of Lord Pi- 
got“ By the guards, by the people of Lord Pigot, were not 
meant the dependents of Lord Pigot; but the guards, the ſervants, 
the dependents of the Company. Poſlible it was, that without the 


order had been iſſued by Lord Pigot. No man, but a Judge of 
the inquiſition, could ſuppoſe the /ilence of an innocent man, of 


« great indignities by the dependents of Lord Pigot ; and ſame of. 


The filence of Lord Pigot on ſuch an occaſion ! What occaſion was. 


Article V. 
m treatment 
of the . | 
cipal ſe 
vants = the 
Nabob. 


— 


| Uncentid ab... 


teration of 
the terms o 
the come 


plaint. 


orders, without the conſent, without the connivance, without the 


knowledge of Lord Pigot, the guards of the Company, the. ſer- 
vants of the Company, might have been guilty of ſome exceſſes x 
might have offered fome indignities to the people of the Nabob. 
Mr. Haſtings, therefore choſe to bring the accuſation home; to 
make it perſonal ; to leave his Lordſhip no way to eſcape it. The 
dependents of Lord Pigot muſt know the temper, the wiſhes of their 
-Patron ; would make them the rule of their conduct. Indignities 


offered. 


allied by them would be conſidered. as TORY authoriſed 
by Him. bf 


Nor more re candid, nor leſs adroit was Mr. Haſtinge in the ſup- 
preſſion of ſuch parts of the Nabob's letter as, if repeated, would 
have ſerved to confute his charge. Lord Pigot had informed the 
Nabob, that Nazeeb Ca wn had received every mark of reſpect 
% when He left Tanjore: that every other officer and ſervant of the 
Nabob had merited, and had received, from his Lordſhip, every 


mark of civility He could poſſibly pay to them. To this aſſer- 
tion what is the Nabob's reply? Does He deny, or confirm it? 
In the ſtrongeſt terms He confirms it. He ſays, © That Nazeeb 


© Cawn, in a letter written tothe Nabob, did expreſs his thanks for 
« the civilities received from his Lordſhip : * «© that others of the 
« Nabob's ſervants, whom his Lordſhip had met upon the road, 


had done the fame /z)”. Here the principal officer is named; 


others ſo deſcribed as to be eafily known ; their acknowledgments 
of Lord Pigot's civilities are recogniſed. Theſe acknowledgments 
are confeſſed to have been made in private, in confidential, letters 
to the Nabob. Theſe acknowledgments Mr. Haſtiogs—let his 
friends, if ey! can, aſſign any worthy e pg 


Who then are the officers whom the Nabob declares to have uf. 
fered diſgrace, diſhonour, ignominy? Are They named ? Not one 
of them. What is their deſcription—* They are the principal 


« officers and ſervants of the Nabob, ſome of whom, from father 


« to ſon, had been for years in the ſervice of his family and all 
« of whom were gentlemen and perſons of diſtinction.— Theſe gen- 
tlemen, theſe perſons of diſtinction, why were They not named? 


They are not, I hope, like Mr. Benfield's black man to the South- 
ward, without a name. Gentlemen, perſons of diſtinction, are 


(2) See Papers, vol. i, fol. 349. | 


Benerally 


DBFENCE OF LORD P1GO 


generally known by ſome name (a). I am not very fond of bor- 


-rowing arguments from the ſelf-created Council of Madraſs': but 


— Fas eſt et ab hoſte doceri—They will therefore permit me to recall 


to their memories. a remark of their own. That the terms, in 


- 
. Ll 
1 
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- which Mr. Haſtings © ſuppoſes” the Nabob ** to inform agaioſt” his ; 


. Lordſhip, “ are totally difimilar to the terms, in which a native of 
e this country (Indoſtan) would convey information (5).”* This 
information, then, is not the information. of a native of Indoſtan. 
A native of Indoſtan might have talked of men of a ſuperior caſt; 
of men of official rank, but He would never have talked of © gen- 


et lemen, of © perſons of diſtinction. I trace the hand which gave 
the information. The ideas, the terms, are familiar to, are. bor- 


rowed from, the Clans of Scotland. In Scotland We are all Gen- 
tlemen, all Perſons of Diſtinction. 5 Rs 


» Theſe ſervants,” ſome of them at leaſt, «© were ill in con- 
« finement, under the authority of the Rajah, and the Company's 
* people, and received. their daily. allowance from them.“ It is 
well, that with the violence of confining,. the Rajah and his Lordſhip 


| Werenot accuſed of the cruelty of ſtarving, the ſervants of the Nabob. 


They did, it is confeſt, receive their daily allowance: Of a charge ſo 


remarkable, ſo eaſy to prove, what proof was given ? — Could the- 


reader believe it Mr. Haſtings acknowledges the proofs tobe want- 


ing. He ſays too, the anſwer is wanting. And this laſt aſſertion He 


proves in his own- way; by. producing the anſwer 4 the only-anſwer, 


which could be given by a man, who was*conſcious of his/own 


innocence, and of the calumny of his accuſer. Fearful, leaſt, in 


reciting that anſwer, He ſhould efface the bad impreſſions He 


meant to ſtamp upon the reader by alleging the charge, He juſt 
inſinuates, that the anſwer . ſeems only implicitly to deny the charge.” 


| (4), The circumſtance of their having been from father to ſon in the ſervice of · 


the family of the Nabob would be a bad proof of their gentility. The Nabob 


ſeems to have forgotten, that his father was the. firſt of his. family, wha bad A, 


right to have gentlemen in his ſervice, 


(b) See Papers, vol, ii. fol. 203, 204. 


Whats 
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What then was that anſwer ? Take it, as recited by Mr. Haſtings : 
as given by Lord Pigot at the Board. The Nabob complaining 
in the foregoing letter, that (ſome of his people are kept in con- 
u ſinement at Tanjore, the Preſident propoſes that a letter be wrote 
* to the Nabob to requeſt He will inform; the Board 1 they are; 
« that We may apply to the Rajah, to procure their releaſement, 
«if unjuſtly kept in that ſituation.” —Is this only an implicit denial 
of the charge? Be it ſo. Yet Mr. Haſtings will, 1 hope, allow it 
to be, at leaſt, a Ares challenge to the Nabob io conſtate the 
charge. The letter was written (c). The challenge was given. 
Did the Nabob name the ſervants who groaned beneath diſgrace, 
diſhonour, ignominy, confinement ? Not one. What ſhall We 
ſay to his filence ? Shall we beg too much, if we beg it may be 
admitted to be, at leaſt an implioit denial of the truth of a charge, 
which bad co Pens * ? 


wet ics cet Hiddhend 18 atriboreth ni That 
„ Lord-Pigot fent people at midnight, to ſeize and a 
"66 ſome of the Nabob's Reiats from the R 


Here again Mr. Haſtings i is deſerted by his 8 Of this 
harge no notice is taken in their Confultation;; upon it mo reſo- 
lution is formed. The proofs are, as uſual, exttacted fram the 

lotters of the Nabob. What better proof can a deſendant expect, 
than the bare aſſertion of the plaintiff! To this charge even Mr. 


Haſtings eould not ſay, that Lord Pigot had given only an implicit 8 


genial, He recites—in part, I mean, He recites his Bordſhipis 


anſwer, That anſwer, partially recited, contains a iirect de- 


ial of the charge. It is contained roar ne minute NT 
vered:by-his Lordſhip. _ 


On the roth May I received the following mower: fromthe 1 
5 bead e 7 ; 


(e) See RD vol. i, fol, 351. ; 
After 
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After the Nabob took the Maravarg, country; the Citeurꝭ pev - 


90 pla plundered every thing belonging to the ſaid Matavars Mana- 
„ gers: Among the reſt one Vellayan Chevacat's houſe was plun 
« dered. His daughter remained in the ſaid country, very poor. 


„One Verapilla, an enemy to her, told the Nabob, that ſhe was 
« worth money; upon which He ordered her to be brought under a 


« guard to Him; and, accordingly, ſhe and two more women, 


4 and about thirteen men, were brought to Chepauk, the Com- 


1 pany's bounds, a few days ago. But upon examining the woman 
« there was no money to be got from her, as was expected. On 


« this, the ſaid: enemy told the Nabob, that if He would fend her 


i back along with him to the ſaid country, he would put her to tor- 
« ture and recover the money. The woman would not go for feat 


ti they ſhould murder her; but they are forcing her to go, and ſhe 


« declares if ſhe is forced ſhe will kill her Self. As ſbe is now it 
&« the Company's bounds, ſhe ſent to acquaint your Lordſhip with 


the above violence, and beg you to fave her life; and as it is 


% my duty to acquaint you with any news or violence, that might 


ebe committed in the bounds, I * fit to * this report” to 


9 your Lordſhip.” 


of. The Preſident was pod a viſit 4 at W ks og re- 


<« ceived this information; and as the Nabob's gardens and thoſe of 
« the Company's houſe: join, he ordered the Hircarrah to wait at 
« the Gardens till his return; and to watch if theſe people paſſed 
« About eleven o'clock the Preſident, ſtopping at the Gardens, in 


« his way to the Fort, was informed, that the woman was not come 
i away, but that ſome of the people had been carried off to» 
*« wards St, Thome ; upon which the Preſident thought proper 
« to dire the officer of the guard to ſend a Havildag and ſome 


« Seapoys, who overtook them at St. Thome; and the Preſident, 


at the ſame time, gave to Saib, one of the Company's waiting 
10 Peons, the written information He had received, and directed 
154 Him 
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8 Him to carry it to a bouſe® of the Nabob, where many of his 
0 s ſervants generally are; and to deſire that the woman might not 
* 2b i be removed till He ſaw. the Nabob in the morning (a). 3 
oder . Mr. Haſtings was fearful of abuſing the patience of his Council; | 
= or perhaps He would have added another circumſtance, which, 
_ Lerd Pigot. though not a direct anſwer to this charge, would have aſſiſted his 
Council in forming a true opinion of the nature and complexion of 
the charge. It ſtands entered on the Conſultations of the Nt 
* 2 
45 The Nabob has not He AO it in 1 letter to Sir Edward 
s Hughes, but the Preſident knows well, He was moſt chagrined 
« at the Preſident's having releaſed ſome children, ſtolen by a Moor- 
J « man, formerly, if not at preſent, in the Nabob's ſervice; and 
„ I} « who was flopt in the Company's bounds, but conveyed away by the 
1 % Nabob's officers into his Highneſs's country; and thereby has 
« eluded the juſtice of the Engliſh laws: of theſe children, nine- 


t teen were taken from the Tanjore country, one m dt. Tome, 6 
| 66 and to from Cuddaltre. 


= I 5 Mark again the candor, with which 5 Hiſtings ſtates his 

=: 12. charge! The charge is, that Lord Pigot forced away the Retats of 
3 the Nabob. Was the daughter of Vellayan Chevacar a Reiat of 
1 1 | the Nabob ? Were the children from the Tanjore country, were 
= | the children from St. Thom, were the children from Cuddalore, 
TTY Reiats of the Nabob ? See too the bleſſed effects of the Nabob's reſi- 

| 4 dence at Madraſs || Not in vain has He brought his family under the 
| ' gannon of Madraſe, if thoſe cannon be pointed againſt every Go- 
_ 6 vernor who checks his violence, fets bounds to his rapines, 
= holds his hand upreared for murther. To the Nabob belong 
the Cannon, the Fort, the Government of Madraſs, if to be found 


In Mr. Haſtings” s copy of this Minute, either by miſtake, or deſign, inſtead. 
of © a houſe,” . hy 170 nen! * if it were the houſe 1 the Nabob. 
n . 


(a] See Papers, 11 i. "i 201, 202, and vol, ji. fol, 283, 1. 
(e) See e vol. i. fol. 263. 


within 


* 29 | a * 


* 3 


* ? 7 — 
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within the bounds of the Company: be to become a Reiat of FI 
Nabob; if, within the bounds: of the Company, to protect the 
helpleſs ſtranger, to releaſe the ſtolen child, to reſtore Him to his 
diſtracted parents, become criminal, becauſe it is to ſeize the 
Reiats of the Nabob. An unhidden bluſh will ſometimes tinge 
the paleſt cheek, Conviction will ſometimes | pierce through the 
thickeſt coat of prejudice. The ſubject meaning this charge 
80 Mr. Na acknowledges © ſcarce merited ſo log a diſcuſſion,” 


13-3333. $14: > 
The laſt eite act with which this nn Mioate chains Lord Article IX. 
Pigot, is, That a party of Seapoys forcibly entered the Kella of 8 
« Woodiarpollam, belonging to the Nabob, with orders from Lord Rab on” 
<«« Pigot to ſeize Mohammed, Hebraz Khan, a principal ſervant of "om 1 
e the Nabob; but that, miſſing Him, they ſearched all the houſes 
« and cane aways and ill treated, many of the inbabjtants.” ee 


" Obfezaious, as is the Council of Mr. Haſtings, fearful as They A 1 

| are of contradicting Him, ready as They are to re- echo his ſenti- 3 
ments to their Maſters, yet here again They fail Him. No no- Pol. 
tice is taken in their Conſultations of this article; no reſolution i is 
formed upon it. The reader, mean while, muſt, by this time be 
well acquainted with the diſpoſition and the temper of Mr. Haſt- „ 
ings. He muſt have obſerved, that the good Governor is rather - _ 
more ambitious of the momentary glate, which plays about the 
temples of the brilliant advocate, than of the calm, but permanent, 
glories of the impartial Judge. Here then, in this laſt article, 'We' 
ſhould expect Him to collect his whole'force : We ſhould expect 
Him to cloſe his Philippic, with a charge, ſtated in the cleareſt 
terms, proved by evidence the moſt inconteſtible, productive of 
effects the moſt fatal. But- what a falling off is here! When; 
upon what occaſion, were theſe orders given? To whom were 
they entruſted ? By whom were they executed? Did the perſons; 
entruſted with the execution of them conform to the letter, to the 
- ſpirit of them? Did no unforeſeen miſconduct of the inhabitants 
give occaſion to treat them in a manner not directed by the original 

T D d 2 order? 


W DEFENCE OF: 'LORD PIGOT.' , 
| order? Theſe are trifling circumſtances, to which the Gasen 
did not think it neceſſary to ad vert. In fact, to a circumſtance of 
rather more importance He ſeems not to have adverted. Were 
| ſuch orders ever given by Lord Pigot? Were ſuch orders given at 
1 all? No doubt of it, ſays Mr. Haſtings. For the complaint was 
2D mentioned in a letter of the Nabob. And that letter, be it known, 
deſerved particular attention; for it was written in the month of 
Jeme- de- ul- aul 3 and it was addreſſed to the Governor- gener 
And is it poſſible, that a letter, written in the month of Jeme-de 
5 ul-awul, addreſſed to the aan 10 ſhould contain a 
l 9 = . 


agen. But that criminality which i 49 no: to be found i in * the ſpecific 
: ſpeculative acts of Lord Pigot?” may be collected from the ſpeculative ** paſ- 
= Land Piet « ſages in his Lordſhip's correſpondence with the Nabob. And 
BY « in; effect“ the Governor of Fort William * thinks” theſe ſpe- 
culative opinions of his Lordſhip © more alarming in their ten- 
« dency to ſubvert the political ſyſtem, which has been forming, 
during the ſpace of thirty years paſt, in the Carnatic, than any 
« ſpecific act which has yer been committed againſt the rights of 
© the Nabob, or the intereſts of the Company.” Moſt heartily do. 
L congratulate the Nabob, moſt heartily do I congratulate the Com- 
pany, on the aſſurances given, by this all-accompliſhed ſtateſman, 
that the rights of the one and the intereſts of the other have ſuf- 
fered ſo little from any, or from all, of theſe fpecific acts of his 
phe” Lordſhip. Te Mr. Haſtings We muſt leave it to explain to Us, 
why the acts, which his Lordſhip did, were detailed with ſuch. 
. pomp, arraigned with ſuch acrimony.z why acts which his Lord- 
ſaip did nor, were ſuppoſed with ſuch boldneſs, and affirmed with. 
ſuch confidence; if, after all, We be to learn, that no. ill effect 
Hath ariſen from all theſe acts, real, or ſuppoſed ; that, from them. 
all, the political ſyſtem of the Carnatic hath ſuſtained no greater 


ock than it hath ſuſtained from mere ſpeculative opinions. 
OOTY 


N «4 ; "It 
1 4 F - 
: 
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Nothiog is ſo. barmleſt as: a ſpeculative. opinion. Then only can 
it become dangerous, when it leads to ſpecific. aQts.., Theſe ſpe- 


culative opinions are ſaid to be.**. declaratory of the principles 


« of his Lordſhip's political conduct. From à review of his po- 
litical conduct, it has not appeared, that his principles, or © his 


« ſpeculative opinions, declaratory. of thoſe principles,” have yet 5 
led Him to any ſpecific act which * to ſubvert the n, 1 8 


1 of the — ae. | K 


— 


But let us face our enemy. Dreadful, indeed; was ht We 
ſion, which the dangerous doctrines of his Lordſhip made on Mr. 
Haſtings, made on his Council: Poſſible it is that having pene- 
trated there, it may fink into our boſoms : ſtill let us boldly face 
the enemy. Terrible as theſe doctrines may be, ſure as may be 
their tendency to ſubvert the political ſyſtem of the Carnatic, the 
bare recital of them will not, I hope, ſubvert the political ſyſtem ot 
Great Britain. The Britiſh reader may peruſe them without dan- 
ger. Hear how the Governor recites them, as He hag—or. pre- 


Theſe opĩi- 
nions 2 
by Mr. Haſb- 


ings. 


tends to have extracted them: b. 100 um s n 5 


with the ORs 


« will never interfere in 9 Ge. bot =O that bus 


«neſs is connected with the intereſt of my Employers. In ſuck 


caſe You may be aſſured I /h always act at appears to be (f} pro- 
*« per: and as Vou are their old friend and ally, I dan Lou 
«. will approve of my ow uſe of rer S a 5 l 11 75 

Shall the gates of Arrialoor, or any ober gates anche Papen 
« Ghaut be ſhut againſt the troops of the Company, » who- have: 


_« fought for You near thirty years; when they aſk admittance; by 


Ws ras. rug This: eee a 


1 if) 


75 This L ſuppoſe i is an error r of the preſs, It hould _ to. proper.” 


4 


N 
* 


"_ * 
. 


bob. G r Lord? Ur / 


00 ro tie nan, Who put Four Highneſs: in poſſeſſion of them, upon 
"your folemn aſſurances, that there was no diſtinction between You 


* and the Company; and that You withed it 880 for the 4 re N 


eit would n with we n 3 Wl 


The firſt pa- 


Tagraph miſ- 
quoted. 


The paſſage 
given unmu- 
8 


4 


* 14 ** 


8 


lach On hae att wide to air, e to climate wand to 
kinds of food, much to original organization, by writers, who 
have eſtimated the virtues and the vices, the powers and the weak- 


neſſes, the propenſities and the averſions of men. Is it to any one, 


or to an union of all theſe cauſes, We muſt” attribute that uncon- 


. 5 querable propenſity in Mr. Haſtings and his Council, to miſquote, 


to change, to ſuppreſs.— I will never interfere in your buſineſs 


„Cc. — What is this &c. to ſupply? Words of no mean import: 
words which, omitted expreſs ſentiments convenient for the argu- 


ments of Mr. Haſtings, ierten give a W e Aeg the en 


of Lord Figot. y 297 4 $3 09 


4 


n Us I ſupply the words which are wanting; let Us give 


the paragraph unmutilated, as it ſtands at length. It is but com- 


mon juſtice to let his Lordſhip expreſs his own ſentiments in his 
own language.—** Be aſſured I will do every thing in my power to 

protect your rights.” Theſe words Mr. Haſtings has totally 
omitted and that I will never interfere in your buſineſs, a 


theſe are the words Mr. Haſtings ſupplies by an &c.—“ as You are 
« pleaſed to expreſs your Self, unleſs that buſineſs is connected with 


4 the intereſts of my Employers; in ſuch caſe You may be aſſured 


0 ſhall always act as appears to Me proper. And as you are their 
« old friend and ally, I dare my You 52 e of my n 
wy e Ns (8).” „ | 


To miſanots cot, 8 throu gh inadvertence, . | 


| be no e fault in ne wa aired their Selves to be ſitting 


| | 0 
: 2 " N In ' 
oY . 


Ee” EW 3-644 4.2 


; | | here, wal. fol, 128. Ss 8 
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«an: judgment on the conduct of. a Governor; . who. conceived 
. their.Selves to be in the actual exerciſe of a controling power veſted 
in them for the moſt important purpoſes; the diſcharge-of Which 
required the niceſt delicacy, the cooleſt, the moſt deliberate atten- 


tion. But for ſuch men, in ſuch a ſituation, to miſquote with a de- 
ſign to miſlead, is a crime, to which I dare not give a name. And 
yet, when I ſee one paſſage omitted, which gave its colour, and 


complexion to the whole paragraph; when I ſee another, which 


fixed the meaning of the moſt queſtionable word, ſupplied by an in- 


ſignificant &c. I am forced to ſummon all my candor, ere I can be- 
lee, that the mifaänc ksta aroſe from negligence, or inadyertence. 


| What i is the a and literal meaning of this paſſage, as it ſtands . 
quoted at length ? What alarms can ariſe from the doctrine which p. 
it delivers, or the principles which it declares ? The Nabob, in a 
long ſeries of letters, had talked of Tanjore- as of his country: had 
talked of the collection of the revenues, of the expenditure of the 


revenues, of the adminiſtration of Government, in Tanjore as ( 


| his rights; had talked of the ordering, and the managing, of theſe 
objects as of his buſineſs. In anſwer to this what does Lord Pigot 
fay to Him ? So far from threatening to infringe the rights of the 


Nabob ; He tells Him “ be affured I will do every thing in my power 
0 70 protect them. This doctrine was not dangerous, this principle 
had no tendency to ſubvert the political ſyſtem of the Carnatie 

It made a part of the paragraph from which Mr. Haſtings copied 


his extract. Why then was it omitted? His Lordſhip goes on: 
He pretends no right to interfere in what is properly the bufineſs 


of the Nabob ; but He talks of a buſineſs which He maintains to 


be not the buſineſs of the Nabob, but buſineſs, in which the in- 


tereſts of his Lordſhip's Employers are connected this the candid” © 
reader will allow to be the obvious ſenſe of the words ſupplied by | 
an Ge. ; of the phraſe ; as You are pteaſed to expreſs'your Self.” 


'In ſuch caſeꝰ - ſays his Lordſhip; in flat buſineſs which i. 


rot, but which You miſcall, your. buſineſs, which is indeed the 


duſineſs of my Employers—** Be aflired I ſhall always act as it 
& ſhalk 


* 


* 
] : al & = 
* 
7 * F 2 . 
** * 
8 1 
75 
— 


Which does 

not convey - 
ſu ch doctrines 
as Mr. Haſt. 


ings ſu - 
a 


— 
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e thall- appear to Me to be proper.” After this manly declarg« 
_ "tion his Lordſhip ſoftens his tone; recalls to the Nabob his 
ancient friendſhip and alliance with the Company; expreſſes his 
full confidence, that in ſuck buſineſs, his Highneſs will even nt 
Him to make uſe of his authority. | 


very ſuſceptible muſt he the * upon which theſe iRoom, 


"theſe principles, could make any violent impreſſion z timid the 
character of that man, whoſe firmneſs they could alarm: feeble 


the political ſyſtem, which They could ſubvert! And is this the 


declaration, which * is equivalent to an aſſumption to his Self of 


all the powers veſted in the lawful Nabob of the Carnatic (4) }” 
Is this a declaration, that © it is allowed to. the. Prefident of Fort 
« St. George to make uſe of the Nabob s own authority, even in the 
% Nabob's own affairs | I ſee a line diſtinctly drawn between the 


buſineſs, the affairs of the Nabob ; and the buſineſs, the affairs of 
the Company ; between that which is, and that which the Nabob 
miſcalls, his buſineſs. Of the former, of the real buſineſs of the * 


Nabob, nothing is ſaid; no right to interfere is pretended ; no 
authority, no power is aſſumed. Of the latter, I hear a Governor 
aſſerting, that there He will act, as to Him it ſhall ſeem proper to 
act: Lhear Him inviting the Nabob to lend his name, his autho- 

rity, to facilitate, to expedite the buſineſs of the Company; to 
promote the intereſts of the Company. Certainly this can be no 
injury to the intereſts of the Company; no injury, ſo far as I can 

diſcover, to the rights of the Nabob. I cannot ſee how this doc- 


trine, or this principle can be applied to juſtify © any ſpecies of 
« violence; any ſpecies of indignity, which can be offered to the 


«4 Nabob:” unleſs by a hoſtile oppoſition to the intereſts of the 
Company, the Nabob ſhould provoke violence, ſhould invite in- 


dignity. . What language would Mr. Haſtings recommend to the 


| 1 Governor, to the repreſentative of the Boglich e 7 


= See Fifth Reſolution of the Bengal — 5 
When 


1 o 6 or Bont TUT 


eee of his Employers are concerted; whon e 


5 ders of his Employers have preſeribed a certain line of ene 
would He have Him fall d 


| ſubmiſlively demand Hoccine meum an non? Am 1 to carry this 
order into execution? Is it the buſineſs of my Employers, or the 


buſineſs of your Highneſs ? May I preſume, have I your Highneſe 
conſent to'ſubmit this queſtion to the deliberation of my Council? 


May We, in Council, preſume, have We your Highneſe's conſent, 


to form any reſolution upon it: to a reſolution, as to 
us may appear proper? Or ſhall We treat this order, as the Seriate 


of Venice'treats the Bulls of the Pope; kiſs it with feſpect, leave 
it unread; unexecuted, unheeded, to be covered with the duſt of 


our Archives Such a conduct may become the meek and hum- 


ble ſpirit of Mr. Stratton and his friends; to the manly character * 
of Lord Pigot ir belonged to aſſert for the Company, to aſſert fot 
| the Governor of the Company, the right of judging for their 


Selves in theit own affairs of * always ating, where their inter 
« are concerned. as to Him and them ſhall appear to be proper. Not 
to the tone of lubmiſſion do We owe; not by the tone of ſubmiios. 


can We ever hope to preſerve, our acquiſitions. in ny aur im 


e in Europe, our dominions in "Jan (J. | - 


_ * 5 - 
| — 11 
* 3 


1. * 


/ But * che conſequences of ths light claiined by Lord 8 to! Second 3 
enter every gate in the Carnatic: with the Company $ forces ate cle — 


% equally dangerous; as the right itſelf, if admitted, would be a 
5 s direct ſubverſion of the Nabob's ſovereignty over the Carpatie(4).” 
7 This is.cold :. It wants the uſual animation of Mr. Haſtings. Bet, 


(5 Had Le xiv. Se believe He did whe the  ſucceltion « * 
the Duke of Anjou to the Spaniſh monarchy, ' as ef bir Lu/ineſt 5 would+ that have 
prevented, or did it prevent, other powers from interfering. * from; 
2 as they thought proper ? | 


(n We have already ſeen that the. Nabob i not Severcign, over he * 


This * would be to ſubvert that which does not * 4 


Ee ww 


ore this mighty Nadob, lid the A ray 
hem of his Highusfte enen, lick the duſt” under the ſoes of + -: 
his Highoeſs's feet; produce the orders of hie Employers;.and* 
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_— a N varsxes or von on. | 
oa Prefideat 3. They "ft Franca Sees 3 pr 
8 40 implies a general denial of the Na bobꝰs right to refuſe admittance | 
—_— of the Company's troops into any of his forts or gartiſons; end 
=.  _They have diſcoyered, too, that it . founds that denial upon 4 
= © ſuppoſed perſonal ingratitude to the Projident, not on a breach of 
che regard and friendſhip, due to the Company z a8 if his High- 
Ze L ne(s's obligation for being put into poſſeſſion of ſuch fort and 


garriſons, was due to the * alone . 95 of the 
ne. + 


r * - * 


. Tbeſe are 3 which would have = honour to > Ms, 

Haſtings. The implications too were obtained in the manner of 

Mr. Haſtings, The Council have copied the example ſet them by 

their illuſtrious leader, They have ſupprefſed—They, and They 

6 only can tell us why, but they bave ſupprefſed—the explanatory 
part of the ſentence; ſtopt ſhort in the middle; and thereby per- 
verted the meaning of the whole. Hear how the worthy Council 
have quoted, what they call, his Lordſhip' 8 declaration 


f 40 Reſolved, that the Prefident' s declaration, te That if the 
—_ u gates of Arrialoor, or any other gates in the Payen Ghaut, ſhould 
2 de ſhut againſt the troops of the Company, when They aſked 
. 4 admiſſion by his authority, it would be an improper return to 
1 NP) OS ' the man, W who had put his Highneſs i in poſſeſſion of them.. 


Hr This che conder is left to ſuppoſe to be the whole of whit kts 
— Lordthip (aid upon this ſubject. What muſt be his feelings 
Mp when, on turning to the original letter, He finds the following 
3 words included in the ſame paragraph ! «* upon your folemn affur- 
i ances, that there was no diſtinction between You and the Com- 
«« pany ; and that You only wiſhed it for the IT: it would ? 


.* have with the country. powers.” 
. ZW 00 Tu 1 e e an error al the pre, nd n ee 
4 # 8 | | 1 Ts | 
1 25 
1 | 


r NE or LORD? r 
» ne . that this paragraph founds the Genial of the Ne- 
 bod's right to refuſe admittance to the troops of the Company, 
when admittance is officially demanded by the repreſentative-of f 
the Company, on a fuppoſed perſonal: ingratitude do Lord Pi- 
got? Does it ſuppoſe" the obligation of the Nabob, for his be- 
ing put into poſſoſſion of his forts and garriſons, ' was due to 
Bord Pigot alone, in excluſion of the Company? Does He not 
found his denial of the Nabob's right to refuſe admittance ts... 
the troops of the Company, when that admittance is 'oficially* 
. demanded by the repreſentatiye of the Company, on a breaeh 


of the regard, the friendſhip, the good faith, which the Na- 


bob owes to the Company? [And is there 4 ſervant of the Com- 


pany, who will deny the right of the Company to demand admit=- 


tance for their troops, in any of the forts or garriſons in the Cat 
natic, whenever their intereſts, their welfare, ſhall" require it & 
Does Lord Pigot ſpeak of his Self in his individual, or in his offi- 


cial capacity: in his perfonal, or in his public character Was it* 


ioo much to recall to the attention of the Nabob, that it was by Him. 
under his authority, as repreſentative of the Company, that the 
Nabob was put in poſſeſſion of his forts and his-garriſons? Was it 
too much to recall to the attention of the Nabob the ſolemn aſſur - 
* ances He gave to Lord Pigot, as the repreſentative-of the Com- 
pany, ** that there ſhould be no diſtinQion between Him and the 
„Company?“ May not ſomething be allowed to a ſtrong ſenſe 


of miſplaced confidence, of ill-requited friendſhip? Something to 


the ſhame of being forced to tell his Employers The man, for 
* the fincerity of whoſe aſſurances I became reſponſible, has de- 
«. ceived me ?“ Under theſe cireumſtances where is the criminality 
of telling the Nabob, that a breach of the regard, the friendſhip, 
the good faith He owed to the Company would he an improper re- 
turn to the man, who, as repreſentative of * Company, had 

done ſo much far the Nabob f. „ 


We have examinediench of the as 3 15 the Nabob, 
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g againſt Lord — Of the Nine Articles into which Mr. Haſt- G be 
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AX RE OW, 2 bu EN cn "Gp LOR 5 21 0 or. e 
** „ inge bad didtibuted/ the ente ue e ban ür have been 
5 * found to be unſupported by proof, deſtitute oſ all foundation? 
1 5 Lord Pigot refuſed to accepr'the Fort of Tanjore under any condi- 
3 tions: it is not therefore true, that He made, or repeated, any 
=  promiſe'to the Nabob, that the aſſignments, given by the Nabob 
1 the country of Tanjore, ſhould be applied to the diſcharge of 
1 ſitzde arxeare, due to the troops of the Nabob. Nor, bad his Lord- 
ſhip been ſurpriſed into ſuch a promiſe, could the Nabob have ex- 
peed Him to perform it. Becauſe the Nabob knew it to be 2 
direct violation of the orders of the Company: of thoſe very orders, 
af Which, at his own | requeſt, He had received an authentic, 
_— copy{m). It is not true, that He cauſed” any proclamation to be 
EE - iflued, through the. diſtricts of Tanjore, forbidding any one to 
give protection, or tice, to the people of the Nabob (a). It is not 
= true, that the ſervants of the Nabob were treated, by his Lordſhip, 
=: i with indignity. The ſervants-of the Nabob declared, in conſiden- 
tial letters to the Nabob; that his Lordſhip. had ſhewn them every 
poſſble mark of attention (o). It is not true that Lord Pigot 
| _. threatened-toplace a guard upon the Nabob (p). It is not true, 
hat, by order of Lord Pigot, an Engliſh: officer, with a com- 
pan of Seapoys, entered the countries of Ramnaut and Shevu 
2 Ganga, and took foreible poſſeſſion of certain diſtricts in them. 
—_. The troops marched after Lord Pigot's departure; upon the ap- 
= plication. of; the Rajah ; in conſequence of 2 general order from 
E 5 the Beard: nor did theſe troops take forcible. poſſeſſion, or take 
aäaap poſſeſſion, of the diſtricte, which— it is not, barely ptetended 
A but proved did of right belong to the Rajah: : were forcibly. de- 
muined by the Nabob ()- And. laſtly, it is not true, that Lord 
6 Pigot gave any orders, to any party, to enter the Kella of Woodiar- 
3 Lori ang ions UE: n en WIG _— 
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ofthe Mabob /) „This fats eleged-in the teen ate * 


remain, are partly true and partly falſe. 80 fer u dhey abe tene Go 5 
they have been fully juſtified. It is not true that ihe Dobbeer!was 
ſcized by force: It is not true, that the Seapoys of the Nabod 


were driven away; it is not true, that any ſetvant, any pape .of 


the Nabob was ſeized. That the Prime Miniſter of Tanjore was 


protected, eſcorted from the country of the Nabob, where He was 


illegally detained, to the Court of his natural Sovereign, to-wbich 
He had a wiſh, and à right to return, is true, and has been ful, 


juſtified (7). It is not true, that Lord Pigot cauſed the aſſigu ments 
of the Nabob to be taken from his creditors; but it is tene that, 


He would not allow the validity of thoſe aſſignments: it was en- 


preſsly commanded by the Company to pay \no-crgard! to demands 


made by the Nabob for any expences in the reduction of Tagjore, 8 


or for the ſervice of Tanjore: it is not true, that He iſſued aa 


orders of his on; but it is true, that He gave out the general; | 5 


orders of the Board, reſpocting the collection of the renendes 
Tanjore. The orders of the Company ; the orders of the Rent 
will ſurely protect Him againſt- the cenſutes of the Complays. _ 
- againſt the cenſutrs of the Board (1). It is nat true, that Lord 
Figot ſcized the Reiats of the Nabob from the door of the Nabobg- _ 
but it is true, that He reclaimed the children of other countries,” 


ſtolen by the ſervants of the Nabob: that He reſtored them . 


their diſconſolate parents; that He protected within the bounde of 


the Company, a ſtranger: oppreſſed by the people of the. Nabov, 
that He liſtened. to the eries of à trembling woman, Who, within | 


the bounds of the Company, begged Him to ſave her from death; 
from worſe than death; from the rack, on which diſappointed : 

avarice and revenge were about to break her quivering limbs. Is 
| there a man who can exped, who can allow, me to allege # fingle- 


argument, to utter one poor ſyllable, as a jufliſication, as a defente,  - 


of his Lordſhip here? With the good opinion of that man, may I, 
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Drees e Bond rroonn 
they no friend of mine, be over branded! In the eyes ef that mary 
way hiv Lordſhip" remain unjuſtified ()! . . To the Nine 
Articles inte which Mr. Haſtings diſtributed the compfrints of 
the Nabob, were added; We have ſeen, Two ſupplementary charges. 
5 * likewiſe We have examined. They ure drawn from, what 
Mr. Haſtings has called, © the ſpeculative paſſages of his Lord- 
ip correſpondence with the Nabob;“ what, at one time, 
He cath, the principles; at another, © doctrines declaratory of 
the principles, of his Lordfhip's political condua.” And here, 
Wick « mixture of ſorprize end indignation, We have ſeen the Go 
vernor and Councit of Fort William through negligence and in- 
attention, We muſt ſuppoſe, for who will dare to accuſe them of 
an artiftee, fo Wiberal, fo ungenereus, ſo iniquitous, as deliber- 
ately to have been—betreyed Into miſquotations, ſapprefiions, 
awetilations, Which blecken the colour; diſtore the ſenſe, envenony 
the efeQs of the doctrines, they attribute to his Lordſhip. The 
paſlages have been quoted at length; and thus fairly given they 
© appear ta convey only the ſcatiments, which it always becomes a 
Erividh Governor to feel which at that particular moment, - and 
| under thoſe particular eireumſianees, it became the Britiſh Gover- 
ndr u enpreſd. In à word, the acts and the declarations: of hie 
Lordthip, have not the moſt diſtant connection with the treaty of 
Paris z are not the ſlighteſt violation of the act for regulating the 
* of the Eaſt India Company 3 ſince; * taken eollectively, or 
A ſeparately,” they are no infringement of the rights of the Nabob, 
- butonly an affertion of the rights. of tho Company have no ten 
dency, direc or indirect, immediate, or intermediate, to diſturb, 
but tended directly and immediately to maintain, the peace of the 
Carnatic 1 and were therefore neither unwarranted, nor unjuſt.” 
From this examination the conclufion is obvious and unavoidable. 
The reſolution of the Council of Bengal © that the Beard would 
«« ſupport the rights « of the ANTICS of the Carnatic _— 
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| 4 all fark attempts. for the Futures a. . | 
4 effeQ; the power veſted in them by the legillature, for ſuperin= 


* tending and controling the government: of the, Prefidency.. of ' 


« Madraſs, for the preſervation of peace in the, Carnatic (u, can 


not by the utmoſt effort of che moſt unſulpe&ing candor, be 


attributed to any cauſe, which does not refle& diſgrace pn the 


| framers, Miſled by the pernicious miſropreſentations of intereſted 


informers, of baſe incendiaries, did They, without proof, without 


enquiry, believe the exiſtence of the dangers, which They paint? 


Theitc eredulity is entitled to our pity. Intoxicated by a childifh - 


 avidity of diſplaying theif own importance, the extent of their own 
ſaperintending and controling: powert, did They ſet up thelp 


down again ? Their puerility deſerves our contempt. Is it poli». 


ble to ſuppoſe, that, afuated by envy, or teſeatinent, ar axatice,. > 
They declared their -reſolution to ſupport rights: which They dad =» 
not believe to be infringed ; agrioſt attempts which- They did an 


imaginary-dangers, theſe mon of ſtraw, on purpoſe ' to beat then 


believe to have been made, or deſigned? To exert- extreprdinary 


powers for the preſervation of a peace which They did not believe 


to be endangered : Were this ſuppoſition poſſible--all-laagnage 


—————— n 


Bat ſhould His Lordſhip ftand acquitted—as FEM: it does 


ſtand acquitted—of all indigaity, all violence, all indecent haugh- 
tineſs to the Nabob, ſtill He is to anſwer to other heavy charges, 


| Charges of tyranny and inhumanity. He is accuſed of infiting an 
arbitrary and inhuman puniſhment on one individual; and that 


individual too, We are taught to believe, * a man of ſome note 


„ und high birth; a circumſtance,” We are wh, b. N * 


$ tended to in India %. 


E See Bengal Confultation, Augul 4, e. Lndis , le, » 
en Caſe, fol. * 
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Wh thei wi this ah bt hoes undies; eee e 
. fl offence had He re "to "ow? — Nr 


e eee 
Kern“ 4; REN reader, Shit this' man ads note and bids this Wie of a 
Manogys, was a money-lender, a'broker: in point of rank, on 
1 aa ſdoting with the reſpectable ſons of Levi, who ſneak about our 
1 Whange 5 whoſe advertiſements fill columns of our daily papers, 
=. Kindly offering to ſupply the wants of young heirs by the purehaſe of 
_=—_ © annuitics, or the anticipation of poſt=obits : in point of wealth; the 
3 man may have hie weight: in point of character, He is the Shy- 
5 ock of Madrafy; a man of that caſt ( upon whoſe beard” eee 
""_ 4/2109 006 hong 66 W e e- AN | 
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3 rez. of -— What Genes pad e to kit Lerdhip? To: his dts 
men. dies none. But He had offended ihe Rajah. The Rajab, We 
. may remember; had no great reaſon to be pleaſed with Him; could 
ot be'verydefirous of ſeeing Him at his Court. For this man of 
w_ birth and np of was Comera Dubaſh; Mr; Benfitld «black man to the 
EE ' _ Southward: the man without a name; who, without Mr. Benfield's 
BY © authority; is ſaid to have drawn on Mr. Benfield' for twelve lacks 
= of rupecs;. whois ſaid to have given this bill, for a valuable con- 
—_. Pepe: 10 _ to the agg and ww is ae We n at 


8 


—A—WS «aj The Author of the Cate e a0 individual with e. moſt ant. n. 
rn bie, in England—* What would-a Manner: ſay on being flogged in 
1 St, James's Park by an officer of the Mogul's, becauſe He attended the King's 
1 : leres to congratucate Him on his reftoration to Hanover, which the Emperor had 
kr „ WTR, « eine bold of.” =—( Caſe fol. 17. . Note. ) I really do not know. Nor do I know 
_— oo whatthe Head, or the Members, of the family of the Manners will ſay to, or think 
3 | bp, this polite gentleman, for the honour done them in degrading them to the rank 
of brokers. I am glad, however, to find this gentleman acknowlege, that the Nz- 
1 bob had no more right to Tanjore than the Emperor has to Hanover. That the 
8 | vuntey of Tanjore was not legally ofa by the OR but—in our Authar's. 
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DEFENCE. OF. LORD. PIGOT, 
the inſtigation of the Nabob,. to have denied his own act, declared 


that He had-giyen no bill (a). The man thus ſuppoſed to have 


been the immediate-inſtrument of his paſt misfortunes,. could not, 


We may imagine, be a very acceptable courtier to the Rajah. 


4 8 A 4 g * , y a 4 


Into the preſence of the Rajah, however, on the very night of We 


Lord Pigot's arrival at Tanjore, He intruded—He intruded at an 

unſeemly hour; after. the Rajah was retired to reſt. His pretext 
was, no doubt, to congratulate the Rajah on bis reſtoration ; his 
aim is ſuſpected to have been very, different; to ſuggeſt ſuch per- 
nicious counſels, as might precipitate the Rajah from the throne 
He had juſt reaſcended. Qualified, to be an Eaſtern Agent, being 
of dom rant, and great cunning. requirip g only general credeti- 
tials (4); furniſhed, by ſome intelligent friend, with all the pro- 
coedings. of the Board; He entered gn his taſk, Lord Pigot, He 
knew, Was to reguire, that the Fort ſhould continue in poſſeſſion 
of an Engliſh garriſon : ſuch were the orders of the Company, 
He was. to recommend it to the Rajah, that .the country "ſhould" be 
protected by the troops of the Company: ſuch was the reſolution 
of the Board. By repeating theſe orders ſo early, He convinced 
the Rajah that He had good intelligence of what paſſed at the 
Board: this gave ap air of plauſibility to his aſſertion, © that He 
was ſupported by ſeven members of the Council: „ That aſſertion 
being eredited might, He hoped, give weight to his advice, which 
was “to be firm in ręfiing theſe propoſitions of his Lordſhip;“ to 
reply, that He would govern his country as his father had done, 


and protect it by his own troops. This advice was yet farther en- 
forced by the offer of ſupplying the Rajah with any ſum ef money Hs 


might want. The Rajah ſaw, or thought He ſaw, through his de- 
ſign. Fe ſuſpected the Broker to be an emiſfary, employed by 
the Nabob, to Wr __ to purſue OR n aut 606.1 A 


(a) See Narrative, fol. 31. WY; the Rajah's Latter to the Court of DireQors, 
dated OR. 21, 776. India, Hquſe,, 55 Benfield acknowledged tt the Vil fave. 


been drawn, and ſent. to, the, Nabob, 
(). See Introduction, fol. 27. FR 5 
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DEFENCE "OF LORD 100 T. 
his deſtruction: Of this intruſion, therefore, into his preſence; 


£ 


of the purport, of this inſidious advice, the Rajah complained. to 


his h 1888 | fn 7 


| That the Rajah complained to Lord Pigot of the intruſion of 
Comers, of the infidious propoſals of Comera, Lord Pigot aſſerts 
in direct terms, He could not be miſtaken. And, with all due 
ſubmiſſion to Comera and his reſpectable friends, Kiſtnajee Punday, 
and Soaberow Amuldar, I would rather rely on his Lordſhip's aſ- 
ſertion, than upon all the anſwers which They gave to the inter- 
rogatories put to them by Mr. Stratton and his adherents, This 
fat, therefore, admitted—that the Rajah complained to his 


Lordſhip of the intruſion and infidious propoſals of Comera—the 


character and former conduct of the man conſidered; weighing 
moreover the danger which might ariſe to the kingdom of Tan- 
jore, in the then unſettled ſtate of its affairs, if ſuch attempts were 
not cruſhed at their firſt appearance, his Lordſhip might perhaps 
have ſtood excuſed had He treated Him, as the commander of an 
army would treat a ſpy, He can require no very elaborate juſtifi- 
cation for having—to borrow Mr. Dalrymple's expreſſion, and E 


borrow it, becauſe I think it proper—* cut his machinations ſhort; 


« by ordering Him to be chabucked on the public parade ().” 


09 This 1 man, this Comera, has "I ſaid, 4 that when Ile ſent-up his. 
« name to the Rajah He ordered Him to be admitted, and. received Him as one 
« long known to Him.” This may be very true, and yet his viſit may have been. 


An ii. In the unſettled ſtate of his affairs, the Rajah might be fearful of 


offending a' man ſupported by ſeven members of the Council; might not think it pru- 
dent to refuſe a viſit, which He neither invited nor wiſhed. Mr. Stratton and his 
adherents," fince Lord Pigot's confinement, but not in his. preſence, not in the 
preſence of any of his friends, examined this Comera, Of the candour of this ex- 
aminition, judge from one queſtion. The complaint was, that Comera had in- 


 truded his Self into the preſence of the Rajah, With their uſual adroitneſs, the 


examiners ſubſtitute one phraſe for another; and Comera and his friends are aſked, 


whether © He forced bit way into the Rajah's houſe? Papers, vol: i. folio 50g: 


(4) See Narrative, fol. 30—33. The Author of the Caſe, ſpeaking- of this 
em, ſayz—=* Which Mr. x Hat gals a conciſe method of ſtopping 
* ine 


Dre or LORD PIGOT. , 


But bad his Lordſhip been miſtaken, had He, as Mr. Stratton 
"and his. adherents have choſen to ſuppoſe, been miſled by the falſe 
or malicious information of his own Dubaſh ;—for ſo They chufe 
to call the Dubaſh of the Company; a man of known integrity; 
conſulted, and truſted by the Board -was the crime, after all, of 
ſo heinous a nature, as to be ſeriouſly urged among the reaſons for 
depriving his Lordſhip of his government and liberty ? What will 
polterity ſay to it? Let us look forward to ſome future period, 
when another Brown ſhall make another ! Eſtimate of the Man- 


e ners and Principles of the Times.” Speaking of the ſpirit of hu= 
manity and of the ſpirit of liberty, Let Him point to the preſent. 
age, as to the zra where they were carried to their higheſt pitch. 
Let Him paſs by the common proofs, which ſtrike upon the vulgar 


| eye: Let Him appeal to this tranſaction. “ At that time — will 
He tell our aſtoniſhed children—** the ſons of Britain, who reſided 


“in India, were ſaid to have deviated from the ruling manners - 


and principles of their age and country. But the accuſation was 
« the offspring of malice; and nurtured by ignorance. For, at 
« that time, a Britiſh Governor was ſent to reſtore an injured 
« Prince to a throne, which a powerful and ambitious neighbour 
„had uſurped. He went; He ſignified the commands of his Em- 
e ployers. To this ſame Governor the Government of the ſame 
5 ſettlement had before been entruſted. And ſuch was the cha- 
« rater He acquired; ſo eſtabliſhed was his reputation for firm- 
« neſs and integrity, that the uſurper dared not reſiſt the orders, 
The King was reſtored, and teſtified his gratitude by the moſt 
liberal conceſſions, by marks of the moſt zealous attachment, 
% to the Employers of the Governor. In accompliſhing. this re- 


© improper negociations,”—Between © improper negociations,” and machinations” 
there appears to be a wide interval. But this gentleman is not very happy at diſ- 
tinguiſhing the different ſhades of ideas, Mr, Mackay, be it remembered, was the 
only member of the Council, who Cilapproved his en g WOES this pu- 
niſhment on the noted Comera, 

© * Mooder Kiſtna, Interpreter to the Board. See Extract from Military Con- 
ſultation, 16 Nov, 1772. India Houſe. Lord Pigot has no Dubaſh of his own. 
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« ce « oration not a life was loſt, not a drop of bloc was ſpilt; fave 


10 * only What was drawn from the back of a money-lender, who 
had before, been employed, and whom now the Governor on good 
« grounds ſuſpe&ed to be employed, by the Uſurper, to miſlead 
« the unfortunate Prince, whoſe reſtoration He wiſhed, but had 
not courage, to oppoſe. In the puniſhment inflicted upon 
«this emiſſary, the Eorariar did not exceed the bounds of mo- 
«« deration ; but in eſtabliſhing the proofs of his crime, He dif- 
46 regarded uſual forms. And at this period, even in India, ſo 
« alive were the ſons of Btitain to the finer feelings of humanſty; 
* ſo zealous in the cauſe of liberty; ſo fearful of ſpilling human 
« blood; that this omiſſion of form was urged among the reaſons 
« for depoſing, for impriſoning a Governor, grown old in the 


4 ſervice of his country, diſtinguiſhed by his Sovereign with well- 


« earned honours z covered with laurels acquired in the fair field 
« of glory.” | | 


Hitherto, I perſuade my Self, the reader has not ſeen any Aid 
to cenſure in the conduct of Lord Pigot: much leſs can He have 
ſeen any thing I will not ſay to juſtify, but even—to excuſe, to 
extenuate the violent meaſures purſued againſt Him. But yet hea- 
vier charges remain. Should it be allowed, that He offered no 
indignity to the Nabob; ſhould it, therefore, be allowed, that 
the demand made by the Nabob to the Governor and Council of 
Bengal—to do what They had no right to do—to remove his 
« Lordſhip from the Government le),“ was an inſolent interference 
in the affairs of the Company, to which He had no right,” and 
ought to have had © no dilpoſition:“ ſhould it be allowed, that the 
puniſhment inflicted on Comera, was no more than was due to 


(e) See Nabob's Letter to the Governor-general and Council of Bengal, Auguſt 
21, 1776. Original Papers, fol. 40. When Mr. Stratton and his adherents, at the 
inſtigation of the Nabob, had effected this removal, then the good old man falls 
back, and declares—“ that He has neither a right nor a diſpoſition to interfere 
* in their, affairs,” See the Nabob's Letter to Mr, 9 Auguſt 29, 1776. 
e n fol. 70. 


his 
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Sith: no-more than a proper application of the wiſe man's 
advice to give ** ſtripes to the back of a fool ,: ſtill how ſhall 


We defend his nm c with erte to che , 7 


The charges againſt his Lordſhip on this point are numerous. 
But, numerous as they are, it will not be difficult to collect them. 
They have been printed at length, repeated over and over again in 
the Papers publiſhed by order of the Court of Directors: they have 
been abridged, reduced to the convenient ſize of hand- bills; bruited 
in our coffce-houfes, retailed in our newſpapers, diſtributed in 


Paine takew 
to circulme- 
them - | 


the India Houſe, flipt into our hands at every corner of the ſtreets: 


and, what is more than all, they have been avowed by his Lord- 


The charges are: that his Lordſhip wiſhed . to keep np uni- 

« formity to the accuſtomed and regular manner of conducting the 
* buſineſs of the Company on this coaſt, which has ever to his 
* knowledge originated with the Preſident :” That from the 
* conſtitution of the ſervice, He was well convinced no perſon 
but him Self could agitate a queſtion: at the Board; that He had 
& ever known that right veſted folely in the Prefident, who muſt 
« always be ſuppoſed to be the beſt judge of what queſtions are, and 
« are not, fit to be propoſed for the benefit of the Company's affairs; 
and who, if a queſtion ſhould be propoſed! which to Him | ſhould. 


appear productive of bad conſequences, has an undoubted right 


to prevent the queſtion being put (g):“ That He refuſed to put a 


77 Eaſtern critiet inform Us, that the term en we tranſlate fool,” ſhould 
be rendered knave.“ 

(g) Papers, vol. i. folio 236. 320, 321. On this occaſion, however, his Lord- 
ſhip waved what He deemed to be his privilege. He took the ſentiments of the 
Board; put it to the vote, whether his motion, or that of Mr. Mackay, ſhould be 
firſt put; ſuffered the opinion of the Majority to prevail. Three motions of Mr. 
Mackay were put before his. Lordſhip's, His Lordſhip, on this occaſion, | moved; 
that Mr. Mackay's firſt queſtion ſhould not be ! but here again He ſubmitted to 

the 
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«queſtion moved by a member of the Board for reſcinding a gelte 
tion, which, after long debates, had regularly paſt but a few 
days before, and had been read and confirmed at a ſucceeding con- 
ſultation (4): that He would not ſuffer a previous. queſtion, 
moved by the ſame member, to be put upon a motion, introduced 
by the Pre/ident, becauſe © He conſidered it as an innovation (i).“ 
That He claimed a right 1 in the Preſident to adjourn the Council, 

even againſt the opinion of the Majority: That He aſſerted, a re- 
ſolution of the Majority of the Board cannot be carried into execu- 
tion without the concurrence of the Preſident (4). That He aſſerted, 

Councils were . appointed only the better to enable the Preſident 
.** to manage the affairs of the Company: That He declared, He 
never would aſſent to Colonel Stuart's proceeding to Tanjore 3 till 
Mr. Ruſſell went thither (/) : That He never would give his ſanc- 
tion to any inſtructions to Colonel Stuart, till orders were given to 
Mr. Ruſſell to en as He had been before Wen Refident 


the Majority, as by the way He 3 did, whenever a queſtion Was, as He con- 
ceived, legally before the Board. And this obſervation will explain what his 

"Lordſhip means when He ſays —*< That all buſineſs originates with the Preſi- 
* dent,” “That the Preſident only can agitate a queſtion.” He clearly means that 
no vote can be taken upon any queſtion unleſs the Preſident put that queſtion, 
One of the abridgers of the charges againſt his Lordſhip has turned the Preſident's 
motion for not putting one of Mackay's queſtions, into a declaration—** That a“ 
that is ) queſtion propoſed by any other member of the Board ſhould not 
2 be put.” The ſame ſcribbler has aſſerted, that giving a caſting vote, was an 
unconditional claim of two votes, His Lordſhip declared, ** the conſtant ufage of 
«+ the ſervice was, that all intercourſe and correſpondence with the country powers 
«« were carried on by the Preſident alone,” This the ſame ſhameleſs ſcribbler re- 
preſents, not as an appeal to uſage, but, az a declaration on the part of his Lord- 
ſhip, „ that none but the Preſident ſhall have any intercourſe with the country 
4 powers.” It is deſcending perhaps very low to notice ſuch reptiles as theſe ; but 
when their poiſon, like the advertiſements of quacks, are diſtributed in hand-bills, 
the unwary may be deceived ; thoſe may be affected, who have not leiſure or 
ſtrength to go through the ſeverer courſe . of a voluminous collection of Papers,” 

(b) See Papers, vol, i, fol. 264. 268. 318, (i) Ibid. vol, ii, fol. 349. 

(#) Ibid. vol. i, fol. 326. Vol. ii, fol. 66, 67. | | 

(Y) Ibid, vol. ii. fol. 396. Vol. i. fol. 356. 

le) Ibid, vol, i. fol. 357, 


to 
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to Tanjore (7): That He refuſed to put the queſtion moved by a | 


member of the Board, for taking into conſideration the inſtruc- 
tions to be given to Colonel Stuart (=) ; That He would not- even 
allow the motion to be agitated at the Board (o): That He de- 
clared * that no orders given by the Board, can be conſidered as 
«.a&s of Government without the name of the Preſident (p):“ 


That He ſuſpended. two. members of the Board (q): That He 


took no notice of a motion. regularly made and ſeconded to adjourn. 
the Board (7): That by his own authority He adjourned the 


Board («): That He ſuſpended four other members of the 


Board (2): That He ordered the Commander i in Chief to be put: 
under arreſt, and broughy to a General Court Martial (a) 


The reader here perhaps may ſtop. Recollecting Sel whih 
a maze of ſophiſtry We have already been compelled to follow the 
opponents of Lord Pigot ; caſting his aching eye up to the num» 
ber of this page; letting it drop again all languid on the laſt para- 
graph: ſeeing yet a body of near twenty new charges riſing up 
againſt us; ſurpriſed at Bis own patience in having read ſo much 
deſpairing of perſeverance to go through the whole ; curioſity will 
inſenſibly dye away, and he will throw afide the book with a mix-- 
ture of anger and diſguſt.— But let us not be too ſoon alarmed. Theſe 
charges may be reduced to four. In reciting them, I gave them in the: 


order in which they occur in the Minutes: They conſiſt partly of de- 


olarations; and partly of acts. The declarations ate That all 
buſineſs. originates. with the Preſident 3 that the Preſident alone can 
agitate any queſtion ; That the Prefident has a riglit to refuſe to 
put any queſtion; That the Preſident has the power of adjourn- 


() See Papers, vol, i, fol; 357. 1 
(e) See Papers, vol. i. fol. 360. By this, however, 11 his Ladd bse 


his Self, He did not mean to prevent en een from entering their Minutes for. 
the information of the "1; e n 


(p) Papers, vol. Id fol, 367. (.?) See Ibid, fol. 3) 3. 


() See Ibid, fol. 374. This change his Lordſhip does not avow, Nor the. 


next z though He claims the power of adjourning the Board. 
(z) See. Ibid, fol. 375. (t) See. Ibid. fol. 382. (50. See Ibid. 


ing; 


duced to 
four | 
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= ing the Board, even againſt the opinion of the Majority; That no 
=» 5 reſolution of the Board can be carried into execution without the 
cConcutrence of the Preſident; That no orders of the Board are an 
an act of Government without the name of the Preſident ;—The 
acts done in conſequence of theſe declarations were—a refuſal to 
put certain queſtions propoſed by members of the Board; a te- 
fuſal to ſign certain orders which—without having been read at the 
Board—had—by inſtin& I ſuppoſe— been approved by a'Majority 
of the Board; and laftly, an actual adjournment of the Board by his 
_ * own authority.” Now all theſe declarations and acts in point of 
F egalicy, will be fairly juſtified; if, indeed, the Preſident (x) of 
3 RN | Fort St. George be ſuch an integral part of the Government, 
3 7 that no act of Government can be done without him; that upon 
—_ every act of Government He has an abſolute negative: For the 
reader will obſerve that He does not claim the power of doing any 
w— poſitive act of government without the advice of his Council, with- 

| out the conſent of the major part of them; He does not pretend 
to form the Government without his Council: He ſays only that 
the Council is not the Government without the Preſident. In 
| | point of prudence theſe declarations and acts will be more than juſ- 
=”  ' tifiedif the one were held forth, and the other exerted, on occa- 
= ſions of urgent neceſſity; for purpoſes conſtitutional; and where 
the diſplay and the exerciſe of ſo delicate a power, could alone 
keep the major part of che Council from materially injuring the 
intereſts of their Employers.— In this queſtion then are included 
by far the greater number of this long ſtring of charges. The 
ſuſpenſion of, Meflrs. Stratton and Brooke, will form a queſtion 
apart; the ſuſpenſion of the four other members of the Board, 
though, perhaps, an unavoidable confequence of the preceding 
- Reps, will form the object of our third queſtion ; that of the 
fourth, and laſt, will be the ordering of the General to be put 
under arreſt, un 45 4p Coum e. 8 


8 By Preſident we would be undetfiood all Aae wen either ar Govern | 
or his locum tenens lawfully appointed. | 8 
This 


15 
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« Thisithen 3 is the firſt charge : his Lorddhip, as Preſiden 3 I 
nod exerciſed a right of putting a negative dn every ac of G0 
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verament, which to Him ſhould appear to be ruinous to dhe in- every A of 


tereſts of the Company. This claim has been oppoſed upon va⸗ 
rious grounds. It has been oppoſed upon general grounds, as” 
being tantamount to an arbitrary and dangerous aſſumption of 
all the powers of government: it has been -oppoſed - upon rea- 
ſons drawn: from analogy ; as aſſerting a- power not given to the 


Government. 5 


| Prefdent of any other political Body under the Britiſh Govern- | 
ment: it has been oppoſed; by reaſons- more directiy in point; 


as being a breach of the original conſtitution of the Government of 


Fort St. George ; an infraction of the ſtanding orders of the Com- 


pany z and a. violation of the ans {rs coſtom of the Band: " 

The PAY which his Lordſhip clained a | event" is 'tants-" 
mount to an aſſumption of all the powers of Government. —If that 
right were veſted in Him, in Him too the power, the whole au- 
« thority, of Government were veſted.” So We are gravely told 3 
and upon the determination of this very queſtion—*® Is the power 
«« of Government veſted in the Preſident ane? —4 man who 


miſcalls his Self a fair ſtater of the Caſe, has made his Lordibip's | 
defence to depend (y). Is it then true, that the power of putting 
a negative upon every act of Government, involves i in it an aſſump- 


tion of the whole power of Government? What a Whimſical Go- 


vernment is ours? The Commons have this power, the Lords have 


this power, the King has this power. To each of them exclufively 
then belong the whole power, the whole authority, of Goxern- 
ment. The King is an integral part of the legiſlative power: He 
can put his negative upon every act of legiſlation: it follows, that 


the whole power of legiſlation is the King's: the Commons, are 


cyphers ; the Lords are cyphers; the King. is the ſole legiſſator. 
Twice, I W did i it pleaſe Nies Millan. to ns * ne- 


4 > « 
. * £ 0 


: 891 


- 


05 See Caſe, folio 6, 7. 
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geative power; to put his negative upon « p6pular bill: from that 
moment —let us hear and tremble - from that moment our confti- 
tution was ſubverted; the whole power of Government, from that 
moment, was veſted in King William and his ſucceffors Rings of 
Great Britain. It was ſome comfort to Us, who are attached to the 
conſtitution of our country, that this ſubverſion of our conſtitution 
was hidden from our eyes. Thanks to a Monteſquieu, a Blackſtone, 

a Delolme, and others,” who have, I know not how, acquired a 
certain reputation in the world; our ruin has been concealed from 
: They have had art enough to perſuade, us, that this very 
power was one of the great bulwarks, of our conſtitution. - But, 
Whatever preferment may do, wiſdom, it ſeems, cometh from 
the Eaſt. The more enlightened Mr. Floyer has diſcovered this 
power to be © ſubverſive of our Conſtitution (3) . For, ſubverſive 
of our Conſtitution, does He roundly aſſert to be “that doftrine,” 
Which vindicates to the Chief Magiſtrates of this country the 
power of putting a negative on every act of government (a). One 

uniform miſtake runs through all the Minutes of oppoſition; 
through all the reaſoning —if indeed it can be called reaſoning —of 
V coadjutor, the ather of the Cale. Tip) have confounded A 


60 See Papers, vol. i. fol. 335. 1 
le) This muſt be Mr. Floyer's meaning, if K mean any . For if the FRG 

| trine were meant to apply anly to the particular Government of Fort St. George, 
at Madraſs, what effect could that have upon the Conſtitution of our country ? In 
fac, 125 was underſtood to be his meaning by his friends: for in a Minute of 
the Seven wiſe men, on the ad of Auguſt, They ſay, that Mr, Dalrymple's “ prin- 
«© ciples' meaning his aſſertion of this negative poweryf the Preſident were 

. „better calculated for the meridian of a deſpotic Government,. than that of the 
C 44 free one of which They are members. To which Mr. Dalrymple, in his 
reply, juſtly obſerves, 4 that no one has ever conſidered the Engliſh Government | 

«© to be deſpotic, although, by the Conſtitution, the King has a . negative, And 

_ © hiſtory, He adds, proves the moſt execrable tyranny to be, when a faction gets 

the power into their own hands.” The ſeven wiſe men altered their Minute on 

_ feeing Mr, Dalrymple's reply; and, as for the latter, it was not inſerted among 


the Papers ſent home, But the reader mY find it at the India Houſe, It is dated 
Iich * 1776. | 


negative, 


|  negatiye,.with a poſitive power. Becauſe. Lord Pigot der, 
that He had a power of preventing the Council from doing acts of 


— 
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Government, which to Him appeared ruinous ; They ſuppoſe Him 
to have declared, that, by his own authority, He had a power to. 
do acts of Government, which appeared, to Him beneficial. Vet 


* 


no one of the declarations, no one of the acts We have cited under 


this head, were either a claim or an exereiſe of any politive power. 
To refuſe to put a queſtion; not to ſuffer à queſtion to be agitated ; 
to refuſe to give a ſanction ta inſtructions à to refuſe to ſign orders: 
are all acts of a negative power. The act of adjournment. is a ne- 
gative act. Its effect is only to cauſe a momentary ceſſation of the 


exerciſe of the powers of Government. It is ſurely one thing. to 


ſtop a machine, when it ſtands on the brink of à precipice; an- 
other, and a very different, n to ral the rainy; and a 
nnen C 


What danger could ariſe from. this 8 power Take dhe Nor is it a 
conſequences in the very words of Mr. Floyer. * By virtue of ys 
<< this negative, no meaſures of the Majority can be deemed acts 
«of government, nor conſequently, be carried into execution, with- 

** gut the conſeat of the Preſident :” Again, I aſk, where is the 
danger? The King enjoys the ſame power in England; in our Co- 
lonies the ſame power is entruſted to the repreſentative of the 
King. Is there a man in the kingdom, who would be mad enough to 
wiſh to ſee the King, or his repreſentatives, deprived of this pawer | 
The very arguments adduced to prove, that his Lordſhip claimed and 


_ exerciſed an improper, a dangerous, power, are the ſtrongeſt proofs / 


that He claimed and exerciſed only that power, which ought to be 
entruſted to the Preſident. *© The ſpitit of all free Governments,” 
We are told, has applied itſelf to place the power, which muſt 
« neceſſarily be lodged ſomewhere, in as many different hands as 
« poſſible (5) Had this retailer of other men's maxims . under- 
ſtood what He retailed, He would haye known, that this is the 


very . * which the friends of Lord Pigot would wid. 


(5) Caſe, fol. 7. 


»A 
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. improper, 
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1 to: defend his claims.” By « that power, Which muſt be lodged | 
E102 108 ſomewhere,” is meant the preme power, the higheſt power which 
_ refides in any given ſociety : by « different hands is meant—not 
as He ſeems to underſtand it, . in the bands of as many individuals 


as poſſible (c),“ 'but—in the hands of diſtinct perſons, or diſtinct 


dodies of men, who may prove a mutual check upon each other. 


Hence the different powers aſſigned to the different branches of our 
legiſlature. England,” He goes on has always endeavoured 


to make the Conſtitution of her Colonies reſe mble that of the | 
mother country, as much--as: circumſtances would admit of.“ 


For that very reaſon, for the very purpoſe of bringing the Govern- 


ment of Fort St. George to any degree of reſemblance with the 


Government of the Mother country, this negative power ought to 
de lodged in the hands of the Governor. From his own princi- 
ples, then, it follows, that the * preſumption of right is in favour” 


_ —Nnot, as He ſuppoſes, of the Majority « 80 oy Nunes ad in 
75 7 0m e 10 mne W f 


* +. 
AST 


But the Governor ay abuſe this Ie 1 ig is poſſible Ele may. 
The King may abuſe his power. The Governors appointed by the 


ould King may abuſe their power; 'Becauſe it is poffible they may 
- abuſe it, muſt they, therefore, be deprived of it ? Upon the King, 


dpon the Governors appointed by the King, there are checks. 


Are there no checks on a Governor appointed by the Company? | 
Has He no character to loſe ? No fortune to injure? Has He no 


Maſters to control Him? Is He under no'bonds? liable to no 


_ penalties? Is it nothing to be recalled ; to be recalled with diſ- 


grace ? Are not theſe, then, checks ſufficient to prevent abuſe ? 


Is there not, to the full, as much danger that a Council may abuſe 
the powers, with which They are inveſted ? We have heard of 


tyrants, Have 19e never ge of j Juntoe, ban factions ? e 


8 


e A. many different 1 as poffible ſays this great polit itical lawyer, No 
5 man, who underſtood the f maxim He 80 could have couched it in terme ſo 


by | the 
* 


44 | « 


DEPEN CE: oF. LORD':PIGOT. 


the tytanny of a angle man; trace the tyranny of factions: 3 1 


feet wade deeper in blood ? Whoſe ſteps: ſpread wider deſolation'? 


The Governor, by refuſing to put a motion, may ſtop a falurary 
meaſure. - And may not a Council preſs a ruinous, à deſtrudtive, 
meaſure? The one might be reſumed ; the greateſt ill that could 


poſſibly ariſe from it, would be the delay, or the loſs, of à ſu- 
perior advantage. The other cannot be recalled; might be 


productive of conſequences impoſſible to remedy. + The Gore  - 


nor, it is contended, ought to put every motion. Suppoſe Mr: 
Haſtings to have been a member of the Council of Fort St. 
George. We know his ſentiments on the order for reſtoring the 


Rajah: He has declared them. Tender as He is of cenſuring 
« the acts of his ſuperiors,” He has ſtept out of his way for: the 


expreſs purpoſe of paſſing a voluntary cenſure on this act of the 
Company. This Prefident of Fort William, in a letter written 
to the Commandet of his Majeſty's ſhips in India, without any ne- 
ceſſity, without any call, through mere wantonneſs, ſteps. out of 


bis way, to tell the Commodore, that He“ condemns. the Whole 


tenor of the Company's orders reſpecting Tanjore (q)“. Sup- 
vaſe, therefore, Mr. Haſtings to have ſate at the Council Board of 
Fort St. George: his ſentiments, We muſt ſuppoſe, would have 


been the ſame; for, no doubt, He had well weighed the ſubject, 


ere He delivered them fo freely, where the oceaſion did not re- 
quire them; ere He ſuffered his friends to publiſh them. As a 


member of the Council of Fort St. George, He would have thought 


bis Self called upon to deliver them: In this ſituation We cannot 
ſuppoſe He would have been leſs bold; He would then probably 


have moved“ That all the orders of the Company, tranſmitted by 


by the Grenville, being manifeftly founded on falſe informa- 
tion (e), were null and void :” * That the Rajah ſhould remain 


in priſon ;” That the Nabob ſhould remain in poſſeſſion oak 


4a See this Letter i in Original e fol, "me 68, The n ke, 1 
publiſhed by his friends. | 

(4) See Ibid, = N Ku 
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| « Tanjore:“ 6c That the Rail, in the name of the Company, 
* ſhould guaranty his poſſeſſion.” Suppoſe theſe queſtions to have 
been moved: Would it have been the duty of the Preſident to put 
them; to take the votes of the Board bpon them; to give his 


* 
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ſanRion to inſtructions, to put his ſignature to orders, for carrying 


them into execution? Or would it have been his duty to refuſe to 


put them; to tefuſe to take the votes on them; to refuſe to give 


Tr his ſanction to ſuch inſtructions, to put his ſignature to ſuch orders? 


other politi- 


© calBodies. 


Had the Majority of the Board been mad enough to perſiſt in urging 


Him to put ſuch queſtions to. the vote, would it have .been his 
duty to continue, or to adjourn, the fittings of the Board? That 


queſtions, like theſe, might be put, is not a gratuitous ſuppoſition. 
Were there not members of the Council at Fort St. George who 


did almoſt az much? Went almoſt as far? Were there not mem- 


| bers who boldly declared the ſtanding orders of the Company to 


be null and void as though they had never been? Were there not 


members who urged the Preſident to put.a queſtion for reſcinding 


a reſolution, paſt in dire obedience to the orders of the Com- 
pany (J)? Is not the exerciſe of his negative power, on this very 
occaſion, among the crimes alleged againſt Lord Pigot? Is not 


this, at once, a vindication of his Lordſhip; and a proof, that the 


power, He claims, is a a power, neceſſary for * ends of 


| mr 
| ve! oY "The en ak from e from 4 3 of the 
of "ooo eo Government of Fort St.. George with other political Bodies, are, 
| ed wh the if poſſible, ſtill more weak and inconcluſive. Arguments drawn 
; rengent o 


from this topic are very apt to deceive us. To apply them with 
ſucceſs requires a finer eye, and a more delicate perception, than 
ſeem to have fallen to the ſhare of the adverſaties of Lord Pigot. 


One man compares the Preſident of Fort St. George to * the 


That againſt viſiting the Nabob and his ſons, 41 the ſtanding orders of the 
Company ſhould be ſacred to the ſervants of the Company, It i is not the name of 
the 1a which ſtamps validity on their orders, 


Speaker 
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ee Spenber of the Houſe of common,“ who, He ſays, ' * ol * 
in his chair before the Houſe can paſs 4 reſolution, make an 
© order, or decide on any queſtion that comes before them (g). 

Hence He infers, that the Speaker is an integral part of 05 


<« Conftitution of the Houſe.” And yet, He ſays, ** He never 


<« heard that the Speaker claims any authority over the Council in 


« which He prefides, by virtue of this mere matter of form.” With: 


the juſtneſs of this Gentleman's inference, with the extent and ac 


cutacy of his information, We have nothing to do. The compa - 
riſon is vicious throughout. There is ſcarce a ſingle point of re. 


ſemblance between the Speaker of the Houſe of Commons and the 


Preſident of Fort St. George. The Speaker is the ſervant, the 


creature, of the Houſe ; elected, removable, by the Houſe: Ex- 
cept to queſtions of order, or in caſes of an equal diviſion, He has 


not the liberty of ſpeaking or voting in the houſe. What reſem- 


blance between Him and the Preſident of a Couucil, who is not 
the ſervant or creature of that Council, not elected, or removable; 
dy it; who may ſpeak to, who muft vote upon, every queſtion } IE 
arguments muſt be drawn from analogy, from a compariſon with 
the Preſidents of other political Bodies, let us ſearch. for Does: 
and Preſidents who bear ſome reſemblance. 


* 
» 5.5 þ <4 


£ 7 
ER, 


So Weg as the Wenn of theſe pingilows leaves to the ba 
| India Company their territorial poſſeſſions; ſo long as it leaves them 
the power of making war and making peace; of enacting laws for 
the good government of the inhabitants and ſubjects of thoſe ter- 
ritories; of appointing Governors and Councils: fo long it dele- 


gates to them certain portions of the ſovereign power; ſo long, o 
certain purpoſes, the Eaſt India Company ſtand in the place of the 
Sovereign: ſo long, the Governors, ap pointed i in conſequence of this. 
delegated power, ſtand too in theplace of Governors appointed by the 
crown. Now to all the Govemors N by the dee, this 


The fame 
wer is en- 
pore to the 
Governors of 
our ſettle - 
ments &« - 
broad. od 


(s) Sen Caſes fal. 9. Aud tie, e 5s all this Gentleman: knew of 1 . 


Contitazion of the Houſe of Commons. 


power: 


, 


Jn many in- 
ſtances to the 
Lord Mayor 


4 
G g - 


x 


Den Qs: or rorD-PriooT:: 


paßte of putting negative upon every” act of Dart Pr 
believe, without exception, entruſted. The mode of exereiſing 
che power is, indeed, different; but the power remains the ſame. 

Tue difference in the mode of exerciſing this negatire power ariſes! - 


from a difference in the number of bodies, among whom all the 
powers of Government are diſtributed. It cannot, ſurely; be the 


exertion of a greater, or a more dangerous, power to reject, to put x 
negative on, the reſolutions of one Council, than to reject, and put 
a negative, on the reſolutions of fo Councils,” whoſe joint reſo- 
lotions are the reſult of ſeparate deliberations. Nor is the free- 
dom of debate more clogged or hindered; nor do the means of 
information become more difficult of acceſs to the conſtituents of a 
Council, becauſe a Governor refuſes to put a queſtion to the vote, 
than they would be if He rejected, or refuſed. his aſſent to, that 
queſtion, when determined-: ſo long, eſpecially,” as in the former 
caſe every member of the Council is at liberty to give, to enter in 
writing, his deliberate opinion on the queſtion propoſed; tp ſup- 
port it in a written Minute entered on record, by every argument 
3385 neon can ſuggeſts or 11 e e 


f 


| 1 
In the Cation of. our eſtabliſhments esd, bs  legi ature 
ſeems to have had its eye on the Corporations eſtabliſhed at home. 


bred Let us look then at the firſt Corporation in the kingdom; at the 
; Corporation of the City of London. Are there no inſtances, in 
which this ſame negative power is entruſted to the Chief Magit- | 


= - 


on. 


trate, to the Preſident, of that Corporation? If an extraordinary 
Court of Common Hall be demanded, The queſtion to be agitated 
ruſt be ſpecified to the Mayor. If He approve it, He ſummons 
the Court; if He diſapprove it, He refuſes to ſummon it. The 
particular. buſineſs for which the Court was ſummoned is tranſ- 
ated : does any member introduce à new queſtion ? It is at the 
option of the Mayor to put, or to refuſe to put it. If He approve 
the queſtion, He puts it: if He diſapprove it, He orders the ſword 


40 be taken up; and by his own: authority adjourns the Court. 


= 
S > 94> + 4 
** Upon 
= 
l g 
1 


- Te 


George. The opinion of Counſel was taken. That opinion re- 
mains upon record. We are of opinion” (ſay the Counſel) ** that 
* by the conſtitution of this body (h), as it flood: before the late aff 

15700 of Parliament,. the Preſident and Governor was an integral and 


ea to 


— 
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ſtanding orders of the Es ; | ad a ee of the 9 


EFF * 


8 41 3 5 * 


Wei is not at Fort St. ehe Ae that Mio find ariſen be- . Proved by the 
nee Governor and Council. Mr. Haſtings, the Preſident If. Te, 
of Fort William, has had diſputes with his Council. Theſe dif- gan. 


| 5 Dunning oa 
putes ſeem to have been carried very far. In the courſe of them # imilar” 


Mr. Haſtings ſeems to have been inclined, at leaſt, to claim at Fort "RY 


William the very powers He ſo ſtrongly reprobates at Fott St. 


4 


« eſſential part of it, without whom no.Council could be legally bolden; © _ 
« and on whoſe departure therefore it was, of courſe, diffolved 3 | 
«© unleſs where He appoints a delegate, agreeable to what is ſtated 
« to have been the uſage: and We are farther of opinion, that, 
* whatever was the Conſtitution, in this reſpeQ, before, it is not 

« altered, but confirmed, by the late act of Parliament,” This opi- 
nion was given by men of no common fame. At the foot of it 
ſtand the names of Thurlow'and Dunning. Men, whoſe abilities 
the voice of envy has not ventured to queſtion; whoſe integtity the. 
breath of calymny has never dared to pollute. * Their walk in po- | 
litical "HA h ſame. Their coincidence, therefore, e 


* 


© (6) The abel Council of Fort William; the Conſtitution of which, 
before the late ad of Parliament, was the ſame as that of Fort bt, George. | 0 


4 
® ? 


„„ paint 
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| „Upon theſe inſtances, however, I lay but little freſs, © | Neweia Nor Pr Re 
Ee required- The ſlendereſt arrow, ſent by the feeble hand of 5 
weak woman, would be more than ſttong enough 10 overturn." all Fort 8 
the arguments drawn from this topic againſt Us... But thete 8 
is another topic, from which arguments ate drawn more ditecthy 1 
in point. The claim i is ſaid. to be a breach of the original conſti- 2 
tution of the Government of Fort St. George; an infraction of the ME 
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point of ootitical a We gives tedoubled FE Fes to their des . 

What then does this opinion declare? 1s it“ tantgnouat, to 
* afſerting, that the whole authority of Government is veſted 
in the Preſident alone?” Neither that, nor any thing. © tanta- 
mount to that, does this opinion expreſs, or imply. But this 


it -implies; that the Preſident has a power of putting a negative 


: due 
opi- 


* 


upon every act of Government. For if the Preſident be an in- 
tegral, an eſſential, part of the Council; if. without Him no 
Council can be legally holden; if by his departure the Council 
be of courſe diſſolved; it follows, I think, that He muſt be in- 
veſted with that negative power for which We contend. If not, 
let the Majority of the Council ſhew a power, given in direct 
terms, to compe/ Him to ſubſcribe to the reſolutions, to give a 
ſanction to the orders. of tho en, to ede Him to e 
,_ at the Board, 


No one, t fogpots,* will deny that ſome IVE was td to 2A 7 
opinion of men who hold ſo diſtinguiſhed a rank in their profeſ- 
fion (#), To the opinion of ſuch men, fo deliberately given, as 


much weight, at leaſt, is due, as to the baſty aſſertions of a Stratton, 


and a Foyer. I have none of that bigotry, which * gives to the 
Gentlemen of the Long Robe the ſame excluſive privilege of 
"ve . in this age, as in former ones was s given to prienes 9 


"0 What muſt be the 3 of that man, who, profeſing 6 not to underſtand 
Ut the terms of this opinion,” ventures, without a bluſh, „to anſwer the. ob- 
*zeRions drawn from it.“ Yet why ſhould He not? Though He have neither 
precedent, nor caſe, nor argument to oppoſe (his friend“ Joe Miller —is at 
hand, He gan furniſh Him with a fiory ; and a ſtory too, that hall make the 
| wits of twenty coffee - rooms hold their ſides, aud laugh at a Duaning and a Pratt; 


a Thurlow and a York, See Caſe, 77 8. 


(i) I do not believe there is a ſingle man in this kingdom, . ſave ny the all- 
knowing author of the Cafe, who would not allow theſe gentlemen to be pretty 
| good judges ©* of the great outlines of a Conſtitution: or who would have deſcribed 
them under the illiberal terms of men, © whoſe heads were and in the 
« quirks and quibbles of the law,” | 

(4) See Caſe, fol. 7. : 


LAs * yet, 


verre or bene pig, , 
| yet, in general, W is due to theit judgement when, Wi — 


they declare what ic the law; yet, in this particular af, thus much, — On 
1 think, every candid man, after peruſing this opiniod, will a, e 2M 
that, had Lord Pigot been miſtaken on the point of legal, ĩ 


He would. at leaſt· have been excuſable. But in truth neither does] 
that opinion ſtand in need of ſupport from the reputation of theſe 
who gave it: nor, had that opinion never been given, would his 
Lordſhip ſtand in need of excuſe. The exerciſe of this negative 
power is no breach of the ancient oon lion of the WOT Pl 
ment of Fort St, 1 „ e ee Ss 


recourſe to ihe ancient commiſſions of Teen Let Us thn. don of Go. 
look back to that period, which, in this reſpect. may bo called tirento G0. 5 
ancient: to that period when the two Companies, by uniting. — bes l 
their ſtock, firſt-formed their commercial union. When this event :708. 2055 
took plece, Thomas Pitt was Governor of Fort St. George. He 
continued in the fame office for ſome time after that event. But it 
appear from the records, that He had s new edmmiffion . 
2 Governor. The firſt Commiſſion of Government iſſued for 
Fort gt. George, after the commercial union of the Two Com- 
pan ies, appears, by the records, to have been granted to Gul. 
- Non Addiſon, It is dated 21ſt January 1708, and runs in 
the name of © the Court of Managers for the united T rade 
* of the Engliſh Company trading to the Eaſt Indies,” A copy 
of this commiſſion lies open before me. Let us then examine the 
tenor of it; the powers which it gives to the Prefident.— We da 
*« make, conſtitute, and ordain the ſaid Gulſton Addiſon to be 
« Preſident of and for all our affairs on the Coaſt of Coromandel, -4 
Kc. and alſo to be our Commander in Chief of our Fort, &c. | 5 1 
« and all and ſingular the Forts, &c. and all the forces, &c, with = 
_ «« the limits of the ſaid Prefidency : to continue in the exerciſe of e 9 
« ſame during « our and their (a) pleaſure, and till the l 3 LG 


(n) The future managers of the united trade of the Company; the then wall 


being only appointed till the union ſhould be completed, 
; + H h 2 5 mt 


* 
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« thereof ſhall be ſignified under the ſeal of the ſaid Engliſh Com- 
«pany. And to the end the faid Gulſton Addiſon may be better 
« enabled to order and manage all our affairs, We do by theſe pre- 
s ſents conſtitute and ordain, &c, &c. &c. to be ſecond of our 
„Council; to be third, &c. &c. &c. of our Council, &c. And 
We do hereby give and grant unto our ſaid Preſident and Go- 
* yernor Gulſton Addiſon, Eſq. and to our Council aforenamed, 
«or the major part of them, whereof our ſaid Preſident to be always 
« one, (the whole Council being duly ſummoned,) full power and au- 
« thority to rule and govern all and every our factors and ſervants, 
es under the ſaid Preſidency, &c. &c. and We, the ſaid Court of 
« Managers. do hereby order and require all our factors, ſervants, | 
_ « officers, and ſoldiers, within the limits of the ſaid Preſidency, 
, and all the people and inhabitants, &c. to conform, ſubmit, and 


yield due obedience unto Him, the ſaid Gulfton on, Ef. our 


* Profident and Governor, and His Council accordingly '—Hete then 
is the original Conftitution of the Government of Fort St. George. 
Is it of this Conſtitution that the claim of a negative power is to be 
called a violation? Surely by this commiſſion the Governor was an 
integral, an efſential, part of the Council. Under this commiſſion 
it will not be contended, that the act of a Majority could be an 
- a& of Council without the concurrence of the Preſident: for to 
give validity to an act of that Majority, the Commiſſion declares 
the Preſident muſt thereof always be one. Under this Commiſſion 
no obedience could be due to any order of Council, till ſanctioned 
by the Preſident. For all the factors, ſervants, officers, ſoldiers, 
and inhabitants, within the limits of the Preſidency, were di- 
rected to ſubmit, and yield due obedience to Him, the Preſident 
and Governor, and His Council. Under this Commiſſion no Ma- 
jority of Council, not the whole Council united, could claim a 
legal right to manage any of the affairs of the Company, without 
the concurrence of the Governor: for the Council are expreſsly 
called His Council; are ae to be appointed for the mow 


_—_ , f * nd 
. * 
* * 
5 , 
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end of better enabling Him, the Preſident, « to order” and hom: i ob 
the affairs 'of the W 2 1 5 


When this Commiſſion was W to Mr. A8 1 the e 
between the two Companies was incomplete. It was only com- 
mercial. It was not till the year 1709, that a complete Union, 
commercial and political, took place. The firſt Commiſſion of 
Government, granted to a Preſident and Governor of Fort St. 
George, after this perfect Union of the two Companies, was to 
Edward Harriſon. It bears date the 22d of December 1710. Tt 
runs in the ſame words (a)]; conveys the fame power to the Preſi- 


1 


277 


And by the 

Commiſſion 
ranted to 
dward Har- 
riſon, 22 

Dec. 1710. 5 | 


dent: in the ſame expreſs terms it makes his conſent neceſſary to By 


give. Apron to any order, effect to any aQ, of the Council. 


Thus far as to the original Conſtitution” m the Government of Nor is its 


Fort St. George. Not only the negative powers, claimed and 
. exerciſed by Lord Pigot, were no breach of that Conſtitution, 
but they were warranted, granted, by it, in plain and direct terms. 
But, perhaps, the epithet © original has flipt in by accident ; 
perhaps it was uſed not to expreſs any particular idea, to mark any 
particular epoch, but merely to round the period: perhaps the 
claim and exerciſe of this negative power is ſuppoſed to be con- 
trary, not to the original conſtitution, as it ſtood at the Union of 


the two Companies, but, to the preſent conſtitution, as it has been 
new modelled by ſucceeding Commiſtions of Government. Let 


Us then examine whether any material alterations have been made; 
whether any of the powers, given by theſe ancient Commiſſions to 
the Preſident, have, in more recent Commiſſions, been withdrawn or 
omitted, If no material alteration has been made ; if no power, 
given by the ancient Commiſſions, has been poſitively withdrawn; 


if no clauſe of the ancient commiſſion conveying ſuch powers has | 


been flently omitted, in more recent Commiſſions: or if ſuch 


(v)] Except oaly that Pay « the Court of Managers, ſubſtitured © © the Court 
m of Directors. b | 


clauſe, 


52 18 
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2 ©. 
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breach of the 
reſent Con- 
I tution. 


Proved by 
the Commiſ- 
ſion to Mr. 
Haſtings 19 
Dec. 1519. 
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clauſe, ſo ſilently omitted, has been ſupplied by general letters; 
then Lord Pigot, acting under a recent Commiſſion ſo ex- 
plained, had the ſame right to claim and to exerciſe this neceſ- 


ſary power, as the Governors who acted under the. ancient Com- 


miſſions. 


One clauſe there is, which, occurring in the ancient, has 
in the modern Commiſſions been omitted. The clauſe 1 mean 
is this: Whereef our ſaid Pręfident to be always one.” It 


was firſt omitted in the Commiſſion given to Francis Haſtings ; 


which bears date the 19th of December, 1719. How it came 


to be omitted does not preciſely appear. Moſt probably the omif- 


ſion muſt be attributed to the negligence of ſome Clerk (o). That 


it paſt unnoticed may be attributed either to the inattention of the 


Court ; or to the perſuaſion that this omiſſion could be of no con- 
ſequence, ſo long as the powers conveyed by this clauſe 'were 
given to the Preſident in ſa many other parts of the Commiſſion, 


Had it been the intention of the Directors to make ſo. material a 


change in the Conſtitution of their Government, a. queſtion of this 
importance mult have been previouſly debated. No Minutes of 
ſuch debate,. ſo far as I can learn, are to be found. To a new 
Governor and Council, who were to act under a. Commiſſion in- 
tended to vary ſo materially from the ancient form of Government, 
rhe Court of Directors would certainly have pointed out this varia- 


tion, would certainly have marked their intentions in terms pre- 


ciſe and ſtrong. - But no ſuch. variation is pointed out; no ſuch 
intention is marked. On the contrary, in their General Letter of 
the ſame date, they plainly and ſtrongly mark their intention, that 
no change whatever ſhould be introduced. They order that Mr, 
& Coltet do ſurrender the Government to his ſaid ſucceſſor, Mr. 
« Haſtings, immediately upon his arrival; that the Preſident, Mr. 
« Haſtings, with the reſt of the Fort St. George. Council, do take 


upon Him the management of the Company's affairs, according 


(e) Theſe words are Rill retained in the Comaihön of Bombay. 5 
«to 


* 
Y 
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« to the uſual cuſtom and our ſtanding rules.” —Not the Rrongeſt 
| prejudice of the moſt rancorous faction can believe, that if the 
Company meant a uſual cuſtom, and a ſtanding rule of ſo much 
importance, to be ſet aſide, they would not only not direct the 
attention of their Government to this ſingular change, but would 
purpoſely divert their attention from it, by ordering, that their 
affairs ſhould be managed according to the uſual cuſtom, the ſtand- 
ing rules. This would be, indeed, to draw their ſervants into 


diſobedience—to uſe the polite phraſe of Mr. Sirocton and his ad- 
herents—** by « a Frick: . | 


And though i it Nh true, that thats words were ae in the 
Commiſſion granted to Mr. Haſtings, and in thoſe granted to his 
ſucceſſors, yet equally true it is, that in his Commiſſion, in all ſub- 
ſequent Commiſſions, in that of Lord Pigot among others, the 
ſame negative power is granted to the Preſident in many other parts 
of the Commiſſion. In all theſe Commiſſions the Preſident is- 
made, conſtituted,  and-ordained, Governor and Preſident of and 
for all our (the Company's) affairs on the Coaſt of Coromandel, 
« &c. () To execute all and every the powers and authorities. 
„ thereunto belonging. To continue in the fame during our 
tand their pleaſure, and until the contrary: theteof. ſhall be figni- 
« fied under the ſeal of the ſaid United Company, &c. wender the 
4 hands of thirteen or more of the Court of Directors, &c.”—In all 


By the terms- 


theſe Commiſſions the members of the Council are named; in all 


they are declared to be © conflituted and ordained, tothe end that the ſaid: 
% Prefident may be the better enabled to order and manage all the affairs. 
« of Us the ſaid Company.” In all theſe Commiſſions * full power 

and authority to rule and govern, &c. is given and granted to our 
<« {ajd Preſident and Governor, and to our Council aforenamed, or 
«« the major part of them ;; the whole Council, except ſuch who are 
© abſent, as Chiefs of ſubordinate Faerie, being TP ſum 


(?) In Lond 4 Pigot's Commiſſion the words EY ſettlements, id coun- 
© tries” are added, which do not occur in the old Commiſſions, 


moned,” * - 
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« moned. In all theſe Commiſſions © all our factors, 8 


d officers,: ſoldiers, people, and inhabitants, within the limits of 


5 the Chor- 


ters of ſuſtice 
from George 
I. and 
George II. 


00. 1726 * 


1753. 


* our ſaid Preſidency, are ordered and required to conform, ſub- 
** mit, and yield due obedience, unto Him the faid Preſident and 


Governor, and His Council.” —It would be to abuſe the pa- 


tience, or miſtruſt the underſtanding, of our readers, ſhould: we 


attempt to prove, that theſe words reſerve to the Preſident and 
Governor, in the: plaineſt and moſt n terms, that negative 
power for ey We contend, e | - N 


Twice, at leaſt ſince this deviation from the original form in 
the Commiſſions, has the better ordering and managing of the 
Company's ſettlements: in general been the object of royal atten- 
tion. Two general Charters of - Juſtice have been granted. The 
one by his late Majeſty, George I. in the year 1726 ; and the other 
by bis ſon George II. in the year 1753. Theſe Charters were 


granted in conſequence of petitions from the Company. They 


make frequent mention of -the Governor and Council; grant to 
them ſundry powers; veſt in them ſundry truſts; direct them to 
do ſundry acta. Here then We may expect to find an authentic 


declaration of what, at thoſe times, was the opinion, what the 


wiſh and intention of the Company, reſpecling the negative power 
of their Governor and Preſident. Had the Company conceived 
it dangerous to entruſt this power in the hands of their Governor 


and Preſident; had they conceived it to be a breach of the conſti- 
tution of Fort St. George; bad they not wiſhed and intended that 


He ſhould exerciſe this power; they would ſurely have beſought 


their Majeſties by no means to give it, If it be given, that alone 


will be an unanſwerable argument, that, neither to their Majeſties 
nor to the Company, it appeared dangerous to entruſt this nega- 
tive power to the Governor and Preſident: that the Company did 
not conceive it to be a breach of the Conſtitution of Fort St. George: 


that it was their wiſh and intention that their Governor ſhould 
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have and exerciſe this power. By theſe Charters the Mayor' s Court 


is conſtituted; the firſt Mayor and the firſt Aldermen are named: 
the firſt Sheriff is named; the election of future Mayors, of future 


Aldermen and Sheriffs is regulated. All theſe officers are directed to 
take the bath of allegiance ; and certain oaths of office. Theſe oaths 
are to be adminiſtered by the Governor or Prefident ; or, in his ab- 
ſence, by the two Seniors of the Council. The election of a Mayor 
is directed to be annual: two perſons are to be elected by the Alder - 
men, and, within three days after their election, preſented to the 
Council ; of the two elected, one is to be choſen by the Governor 
or Preſident, and Council, or the major part of them; whereof 
the Governor or Preſident ; or, in his abſence, the Senior of the 
Council refiding at Fort St. George, 7s to be one (9). Powers are 


given, in caſe of miſbehaviour, to remove any of the faid Alder- 


men; in caſe of death, removal, or diſqualification, to elect other 


fit perſons in their room; in caſe of a refuſal to ſerve, to approve 


and conſent to the fine and forfeiture impoſed by the Mayor's Court ; 
powers are given to elect Sheriffs annually, or occaſionally in caſe 
of death, abſence, or removal ; to hear and determine appeals from 
the Mayor's Court; to hold Quarter Seffions of the Peace, Courts 
of Oyer and Terminer, and of Gaol Delivery ; and finally, to make 
bye-laws, rules, and ordinances, and to impoſe reafonable fines 
and penalties. All theſe powers of filling up vaeancies in the 
Court of Aldermen ; of diſplacing delinquents ; of ratifying the 
fines impoſed on recuſants; of electing Sheriffs (7); of heating and 

determining * ; of holding C Ern of Quarter Seſfions, of 


- (9) This power was given by the Charter of 1753s | 
(7) See the printed Charters of the Company, fol. 268—299, and folio * 


456. As to the election of Sheriffs in the firſt Charter of 1726, the wordy | iq 


. 6c whereof the Governor, &c. to be one” are omitted; in that of 1757 they 
are inſerted, in the clauſe which provides for the annual election, and again 
| omitted in caſe of occaſional elections. It may not be amiſs to add, that the ſame 


idea runs through the Conſtitution of the Mayor's Court, In all . proceedings of 


conſequence, iſſuing ſummons, trying and determining ſui;s, awarding. warrants 
of execution, & the Mayor, or in his abſence, the fenior Alderman, is to be 
one of the ating Magiſtrates, 


Tl1i | Oyer 
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Oyer and Terminer, and of Gaol Delivery ; of making bye-laws- 
and enforcing. them by proper ſanctions all theſe. powers, I ſay, 
are granted to the Governor or Preſident and Council, or the 
major part of them; with this expreſs proyifion—<* whereof the 
«© Governor or Prefident, or, in his abſence, the Senior of the Coun- 
« cil, then reſiding at Fort St. George, t be one.” Moreover, to 
the Governor and Preſident alone is entruſted the power of admi- 
niſtering oaths to the members of the Council in their capakity of 


_ Juſtices of the Peace, and Commiſſioners of Oyer and Terminer. 


To Him alone is entruſted the power of approving and ſigning the 
table of fees to be taken in the Mayor's Court; nor can the table 
ſo approved and ſigned be altered, but by the act of the Court, 
with the approbation of the Governor or Preſident, and a Ma- 


jority of the Council; or by the Court of DireQors. To Him 


alone, or, in his abſence, to two of the Council, is entruſted the 
power of adminiſtering oaths to the Mayor and Aldermen, as 
Judges of the Court for granting probates of wills, and letters of 
adminiſtration. Finally, in all cauſes of appeal, to the Governor 
or Preſident is given the caſting vote (s). Reviewing the powers 
granted by theſe Charters to the Governor and Preſident; conſi- 
dering that the Charters were given at different periods; both of 2 

them after the alteration in the Commiſſion of Government (:); Ge 


could Lord Pigot doubt whether the Company had always con- 


ſidered, and till continued to conſider, the Governor and Prefident 
as an integral and eſſential part of the Council? Could he doubt, 
whether, by the Conſtitution of the Government, He had a right 


to exerciſe that negative power for which We have contended? 


The Commiſſion of Lord Pigot, We have we in various 
paragraphs, conveyed to Him this negative power. The Council 
are called his Council: they are appointed . to zhe-end that He 


© Yet the author of the Caſe caſe can boldly appeal to the Charters 1 ſince | 
the Revolution, as militating againſt the negative power for which We contend. 


This it is to quote what one has never read. See Caſe, fol. 8. Note. 


(t) The Charters were granted _ years 1726 and 1753. The alteration 


took place in the year 1719. 
may 
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© may be better enabled to order and manage all the affairs of the 


« Company.” The power and authority to rule and govern all 


the factors, &c. are granted to Him and hir Council aforenamed, 


or the major part of them: all being duly ſummoned, except 
the Chiefs of ſubordinate factories. To Him and to his Council 
« aforenamed, or the major part of them, all the factors, &c. are 


231 


* commanded. toconform, ſubmit, and yield due obedience. It 
could ſcarcely enter, one would think, into the head of any man 


who underſtands common grammar, or common ſenſe, to ſuppoſe 
Him and fit Council” to mean *© Him, or a Council without Him: 


« to put any other conſtruction on © Him and his Council aforenamed, 


&« or the major part of them :” than * Him and his Council, or Him 
tand the major part of his Council.” Becauſe to conſtrue the words 


otherwiſe, would be to. ſuppoſe his concurrence neceſſary to give 


validity to an act of the whole Council; and unneceſſary to give that 


validity to an act of a part only of the Council. 


But had his Lordſhip been diſpoſed ſo arangely to bene 
words fo plain and deciſive, the difference in the puniſhments in- 


flicted on the Governors Bourchier and Wynch, and on their re- 
ſpective Councils, would of neceſſity have brought Him back to a 


right conſtruction of the words; to a right conception of his own 
reſponſibility ; and to a conſequent conviction, that the negative 


power, for which We contend, was lodged i in the Governor and 


Preſident. Governor Bourchier and his Council adopted a ſyſtem 
repugnant to the views of the Company, by ſupporting the Nabob 


in the Myſorean war. This conduct excited the warmeſt reſent- 


ment of the Company: How was that reſentment expreſt ? They 
&« not only ordered Mr. Bourchier to quit the Government, but 
_ «6 ſeverely reprimanded the members of his Council for the part 

They had taken in the tranſaction (u).“ « Diſregarding the 

40 orders and inſtructions of the Company; . unreſtrained by the 
«« example of former offenders.;” Governor Wynch and his Coun- 
cil went on t to tread in their ſteps.” The ſame reſentment was 


(u) See Papers, vol. i, folio 10, 11, | 
1112 excited: 
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excited: in the very fame manner was that reſentment expreſt. 
Governor Wynch was commanded “ forthwith to re/gn the Go- 


« yernment: the Council was ſeverely reprananded(x).” I will 


appeal to the underſtanding of any unprejudiced man, for the con- 
ſtruction which Lord Pigot muſt, of neceſſity; have put upon this 
conduct of his Employers. In both inſtances He ſaw a difference, 


a very ſtriking and material difference, in the degree of the puniſh- 


ments inflicted on the Preſidents, and on their reſpective Councils: 


By the Ge- 
nera! Letter 
ſent out with 
Lord Pigot ; 
to the Coun- 
cil, and to 
the Nabob. 


He muſt therefore have inferred, that his Employers ſaw a pro- 
portionate difference in the degrees of criminality to be imputed to 
theſe Preſidents and to their reſpective Councils. He could not—1 
will boldly affert it, becaute 1 am fare every man muſt feel the 
truth of it—without imputing to his Employers a total departure. 
from every principle of common honeſty and common juſtice, He 
could not ſuppoſe They would inflit a fo much heavier puniſh- 
ment, where They did not ſee a proportionably greater degree of 
eriminality. From what circumſtance could this difference in the 
degrees of criminality, ariſe? It could only ariſe from this; that 
the Prefident poſſeſſed alone, what no one member of the Council, 


what nothing ſhort of the Majority of the Council, poſſeſſed ; the 


power of checking theſe criminal tranſactions, of ſtopping the form- 


ation of this deſtructive ſyſtem. And this is the very power, for 


which We contend. H a a Preſident have not this. power; if He 
have no more than his ſingle voice, He cannot be more reſponſible 
He cannot be more criminal; He therefore cannot deſerve a ſeveres 
puniſhment than any other individual member of the Council. 


In this conftruQtion of his own Commiſſion and of the condu&t 
of the Company, his Lordſhip muſt ſtill farther have been con- 
firmed by the orders tranſmitted with Him in the General Letter 
to Madraſs. Theſe orders are emanations from the ſame power, 
impreſt with the ſame authority, as the Commiſſion of Govern- 
ment. By theſe orders, therefore, it was his duty to interpret 
any thing which might be obſcure in the Commiſſion. Through» 


(* See ibid. 
e out 
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out the whole of theſe orders He ſaw a plain Giftinion made be- 
tween his own reſponſibility, and the reſponſibility of any indivi- 
dual member of the Council. Upon the ſeaſonable exertion of 
« his abilities, the Company declared They relied in no ſmall de- 
« grer for ſucceſs %: He it was; or in caſe of his death or ab- 
ſence, the eldeſt Counſellor acting as Preſident, who was to 
« execute the orders of the Company; and “ their inſtructions 
« relative to Tanjore (z):“ with Him the Council was vor 20 fail to 
* concur in carrying theſe orders and inſtructions immediately into 
« execution (a).“ The ſame idea runs through the letter tranſ- 
mitted, at the ſame time, to the Nabob. © From Lord Pigot's 
% known affection to the perſon and family of the Nabob; from 
„ his approved fidelity to the Company; from his acknowlkdged: 
« abilities, the Company confidently expected the moſt faithful 
« ſervices: and truſted thoſe ſervices would. be attended with the 
i moſt happy conſequences ().“ „He it was, who was ſo per- 
« fectly acquainted with the ſentiments of the Company, reſpe&- 
« ing the proceedings of their Servants: He, it was, who was 
« inſtructed by the Company to reſtore good Government; to introduce 
% regular ſyſtem (c). ” Interpret his Lordſhip' s Commiſſion—and 
ſurely it is but fair to interpret it—by theſe letters, and is it poſſible 
to conceive that the Company conſidered the Preſident merely as an 
individual member of the Council? Yet take away the negative 
power for which We contend, and what is He more yo any other 


individual member of the Council? 


Nor, after all their reſearches, were the See vaiadeling Nor i is it aw 
able to produce any ftanding order of the Company, of which the art uf 


Ig 


the ſtandi 
claim and exercife of this e 5 con trued to be orders of the 
an infraction. * | 
The orders which were thought to condemn this power were Theſe order 


produced. Let us then examine them. The firſt was dated on 
the third of January, 1678. It runs in theſe words: : 


ö 


(2) Papers, vol. i, fol. 10. (. x) Ib. fol. 18. 
(4) Ib. fol. 29, (5), Ib. fol. 31. 
(4) Ib, fol. 3a, | « What- 
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3d Jan. 1678, | 


12703, 
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« Whatever ſhall be agreed on by the Majority, ſhall be eftevin- 
<< ed the order by which each one is te act: And accordingly 
% every individual perſon, even the Diſſenters themſelves, are to 


perform their parts in the proſecution thereof; and, in ſo doing, 
M 9 do their gre and muſt not be blamed for the event.. 


The next was ra on the gth of March, 1702. And it ſays, 


„We do ſtrictly enjoin, that all our affairs be tranſacted in Coun- 


eil, and ordered and managed as the Majority of the Council 


More clans 
han orders 
rejected by 
The faction as 
©bſolete, 


% ſhall determine, and not otherwiſe, upon any pretence. what- 


10 ſoever, &c.” 


Let the Reader attend to the dates of theſe pax Fa Let him 
recollect that oppoſition had ridiculed the idea of being bounden 
by an order of ſo ancient a date as the year 1714: had declared an 
order given then, and confirmed by ſome of their Selves, within a 
few years of the preſent time, to be obſolete, null, and void, as 
though it had never been; becauſe, forſooth, times and circum- 


| Rances were changed: Let Him then ſee this ſame oppoſition re- 


citing and relying upen an order, paſt near forty years earlier than 
that which they had before declared to be obſolete : And when 
fimes and circumſtances were ſo very different, that the preſent 
united Company did not exiſt, was not even in embryo: Let Him 
ſee this ſame oppoſition reciting, and relying upon, another order, 


of twelve years earlier date than that which, on account of its anti- 
- quity, they had boldly ventured to reprobate; and paſt when times 


and circumſtances were different; whilſt the union between the 


two Companies was incomplete; whilſt the preſent united Com- 
pany was unformed, was at beſt in embryo. From this com- 


pariſon of their conduct, on theſe two occafions,. let the Reader 


form his judgment on the fairneſs of their arguments; on the 
candour of their proceedings; on the reſpect they pay to the orders 
of the Company; on the attention we owe to their citation of | 


cheſe orders, 
I ͤdo 
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355 
— 


22 


hs they have loſt their binding force. I mean only to point out rig 


the inconſiſtency of the faction. But neither of theſe orders are ap- 
plicable. What is the firſt order? An anſwer to certain doubts 
which had ariſen in the breaſt of ſome of the ſeryants of the Com- 


pany. Whether the perſons who in Council diſſented from an order 
paſt by a Majority, were bounden to do, or juſtified in doing, ad in. 


conformity to that order, from which they had fo diſſented. ' To 


theſe doubts the order recited is a plain and direct anſwer. An 
order regularly paſt by a Majority of our Council is to be to all, 


even to the Diſſenters from that order, a rule of. conduct, „the 
* order by which each one is to act. But what is this to the pre» 


ſent queſtion? The preſent queſtion. is, what is an order of. Council? 


Is it an a& of the Council, or of a Majority of the Council alone? Or 


is it the joint act of the Preſident and his Council, or of the Preſident 
and a Majority of his Council? On this point no doubt had atiſen 
when the order recited was given. To this, therefore, it gave, it 
intended to give, no anſwer. He who ſees in this order a definition 


of what was neceſfary to conſtitute an order of Council, a determi- 
nation that a Majority of the Council can make an order of Council, 
without the Preſident, ſees what OE 18, nor was intended to be, 


expredied, or eee at in it. 


In reciting: the ſecond 0 the 3 at Fort St. George 
made uſe of the legerdemain of Mr. Haſtings. They omitted the 
firſt part, which declared the occaſion of the order; and the laſt 
patt they ſupplied by a convenient &c. The whole of the Order 


runs thus: * 


a This goes by the Taviſtock, and * now upon 4 new Foil: 
tion and Eſtabliſhment, it will be expected that We give particular 
« direions for the management of our new Afairs : Wherefore, 
« jin the firſt place, having heard of ſome irregularities in ſome of 
« the factories of either Company, We do ſtrictly enjoin, that a/} 
ce gur affairs be tranſacted in Council, and ordered and managed as 


« the Majority of Council ſhall determine, and not therwiſe, upon 
| «-any, 
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* any pretetce whatſbever; and though We hope You'll all! be 


4 unanimous in the purſuit of our common interef yet if on 'any 


This order 


not applica. 
ble. app 


* occaſion it happens that your votes are equally divided, the ſame 
* muſt be determined by Lot as We e our e are Fr 


«in ſuch caſes to do,” LEY 


This order is 2 0 as inapplicable as rhe DE In the 876 
ok it was the act of a temporary government, which, at its 
foundation, was made to expite at a certain gnd no diſtant period. 
The order, we ſee, was calculated, was expreſsly declared to be 
calculated, for that tem porary foundation and eftabliſhment.- It is 
not pretended, that the mode of decifion preſcribed in caſo of an 
equal diviſion, was adopted as a ſtanding rule. It cannot therefore 
be applied as expreffive of the preſent rule of government. Nor is 
the general direction any thing more than 1 direction, not to tranſact 
the affairs of the Company out of Council, nor without the conſent of 
a Majority of the Council. That is, it reſerves its negative power 


to a Majority of the Couneil, But it does not take away his nega- 


tive power from the Prefident. Had Lord Pigot followed the ex- 
ample of Mr. Floyer,—that Mr. Floyer I mean who was Governor 


at Fort St. David's, in the year 1749— Had he, with the advice 


of a ſingle member of the Council, in concert with an Officer of 
the Crown, without acquainting the Board, determined on an ex- 
pedition ; ordered troops to march; made a treaty: with an Indian 


' Prince; this order might have been brought to condemn him: for 
then he would have tranſacted the affairs of the Company out of 


Council: but ſurely it can never be brought to condemn him for 
aſſerting, that he is an integral part of the Council: that any act 
done without his concurrence, is likewiſe done out of Council (4). 


(4) Mr. Floyer and Mr. Prince, in concert with Mr. Boſcawen, determined 
on the firſt expedition againſt Devi-Cotah ; and ordered troops to march, without 


conſulting the Board, Without conſulting the Board, They concluded the treaty 


with Pertaub Sing, which put an end to the ſecond expedition againſt him, See 
Conſultation, Fort St. David, 10th April, 1749, and zoth June, 1749. India Houſe. 


we 


4 


LAY 
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. have teen with What zeal the Coreratchniecigh Council” 


of Bengal, the Nabob and his agents, have preſt Into their ſervice 
the Treaty of Paris, and the Ack for regulating the affairs of the 


Company. I ſhould not have been much ſurpriſed had both, on this 


occaſion, been preſt into the ſervice of oppoſition. - Only one of 
| them, however, was preſt into it. The Treaty was left in quiet 
_ repoſe,” Not ſo the act. From that Mr. Stratton deſired to record, 


as He calls it, ſome extracts. He begins by the preamble, Here it 


is ſtated that the ſeveral powers and authorities granted by Charters 


Nor theaQ of 


* to the united Company, &c. have been found by experience not to 


have ſufficient force and efficacy to prevent various abuſer, Ce. 
*t as well at Home as in India, &c. that it is therefore become high- 


ly expedient, that certain farther. regulations, better adapted to 


their preſent circumſtances and condition, ſhould be provided 


and eſtabliſhed.” —And did Mr. Stratton and his adherents then 
conceive, that the Legiſlature of Great Britain had entruſted it to 
their wiſdom to fix the powers and authorities, which ſhould be 
ſufficient and efficacious, to , prevent abuſes ?' Did they, in the 
drunkenneſs of new power, then dream, that to ei diſcerti-- 
ment the Legiſlature had left it to deviſe the farther regulations, 

which were become ſo highly expedient ; which were to be better 
adapted to the preſent circumſtances and condition of che Com- | 
pany? Not all the inveQives that maddening Faction ever vo- 


mited sgainſt any Parliament, would be half ſo injurious to the 


honour of Parliament as this ſuppoſition, Let us then conclude 
they did not make it: Let Us, out of charity, believe that this 
extract was recorded merely to ſnew that Mr. Stratton could read, 
and write, and record. —But He recorded too an enacting clauſe.” 
What is its purport ? That“ if any difference of opinion ſbould 
« ariſe upon any queſtion propoſed in any conſultation, the Governor 
« general and Council ſhall be bound and concluded by the opi« 
nion and decifion of the Major Part of thoſe preſent?” That in 
caſe of an equal diviſion, the Govettior- general, &c. (half have a 
+ caſting voice, and his opinion be decifive and conclufive.” Of 
"_ Governor, of what Council is this Act ſpeaking ? | Speaks it 


TO of 


Parliament: 


Ws. 


© © orders nor the 
act come up 
to the eaſe 


is point, 
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of the Governor and Council of Fort St. George at Madrafs ? No. 
It ſpeaks of the Governor and Council of Fort William in Bengal: 


n regalates the proceedings of a government which itſelf had 5 ' 


created and modelled; which has, which was intended to have, 
ſcarce any reſemblance with the governments then exiſting in 


' - India, As well might this wiſe Counſellor have recorded an Act 


for the better government of Guernſey, or of Jerſey, o or of Virgi- 
nia, or of Maryland. | | 


Aber thing which "ROK to | have INT? 5 attention of our 
Recorder, may perhaps deſerve to be noticed. Neither the orders, 
nor the act, come up to the caſe in point. All of them ſuppoſe 
that which had not happened in the caſes where Lord Pigot exer- 
ciſed this negative power. They all ſuppoſe a queſtion to be put. 
a queſtion to be propoſed: In that caſe, and in that only, the Coun- 
cil is to be bound by a majority : : the Governor is to be concluded 
by. the opinion of the major part. This was the very line which 
Lord Pigot purſued. - Whenever a queſtion had been regularly put, 
had been legally propoſed He ſuffered his Self to be bounden and 
concluded by the opinion and deciſion of the majority g/. Lord 


Pigot never pretended that He was not concluded by the opinion of a 


the Board, when that opinion was fairly given, upon a. queſtion re- 
gularly put, legally propoſed. He pretended only, and I think We 
have ſhewn He had a right to pretend, that no queſtion could be re- 
gularly put, or legally propoſed, but by the Preſident. He pre- 


' tended, and I think We have proved He had a right to pretend. 


that He was the ſole 9 e a . ſhould be N or 


| Pr: 


(a) In compliance. with the opinion of the FIBA his Lordſhip conſented o 


reconſider the claims of Paul Benfield. He conſented that motions of Mr. Mackay 


ſhould be put before his own, He conſented that his own previous queſtion on 
one of the good old man's motions, ſhould be thrown out, He ſigned the letter 


| to the Nabob and to the Rajah, written in conformity to the reſolution of the 


Majority, and ſo throughout. Whenever a queſtion was regularly put, legally 
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8 indeed, We are told, that the power of diſſolviog or of 

adjourning the Council without the conſent of the majority, is t 
from the Preſident: that the departure of the Governor from the d 
Board, leaving a majority of the whole Board fitting, ſhall not 
amount to a diſſolution or adjournment of the Council: that the 
orders given by ſuch a majority, ſo left fitting, ſhall be obeyed, a 


1 


i 350. 1 
ik 


ble. 


* 


P 


if they had been authoriſed and ſigned by all the members of the- 


Council. And to ſupport this opinion We are referred to extracts 
from the Company's General Letter, dated the 31ſt of January 
1776. I do not mean to call in queſtion the power of the Com- 
pany to fix what hall be the conſtitution; of their Governments at 


any future period: but neither their orders, nor all the powers of 


human nature, nor Omnipotence itſelf, can make that to have been: 
the conſtitution at any given period, which is now paſt," that was. 
not then the conſtitution. . Though Mr. Haſtings and his Council. 
conceived: the recital of theſe orders. *© would take away any. poſſi - 
_ & bility of doubt, which Lord Pigot might entertain, that the whole 


© powers of Government exiſt in a majority of the members of the 


„Council ():“ yet from my mind, I own, they would not remove 
the ſhadow of à doubt, had I entertained any doubts upon the ſub- 
ject. Clearly as they diſcover the ſentiments of the Company, in 
the words of theſe orders, yet to my underſtanding, they appear to 
be no more applicable to the caſe of Lord Pigot, or to the proceed- 
| ings of his Council, than they are to the caſe of the N or to 
| the proceedings of a Conclave of Cardinals. PTTL 


— 


Theſe orders contain a rule for the future candy of the perſons. 
to whom they are addreſſed. They are dated the laſt day of Janu-. 
ary 1776. They were received at Bengal in the month of Sep- 
tember. They did not reach Madraſs till the beginning of Octo- 
ber. Lord Pigot was arreſted in the month of Auguſt (1). Was 


| (3) See their letter to his Laing dated oth of September 1776, India 
Houſe, 
(i) In one of the band-bills, We have bad „ to mention, theſe orders 
are recited in a note. The note refers to a tranſaction in 177. The orders are 
given without a date, either of time, or place, The reader, therefore, is left to 
| +Kk2 „ conclude, 


EO AL 
* 


Becaoſe they 


are directed 


„ 
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| view Y this order, then, unpublifhed, unknown at Madraſs, till the month 
of Otober to be à tule of conduct to Lord Pigot in the month o 


July and Auguſt? Whatever be his Lordſhip's abilities, whatever | 
his acquirements, whatever the expectations bis employers had 


formed, yet he never pretended, not did his. employers expect 
Him, to poſſeſs the choice gift of ſecond Gght. The ſpirit of pro- 


phecy is not an cllential PRs for a 3 of Fort St. 
W | | | 


Nor, had He been . + Pe the les Life of ſroond TY 
had Ho been poſſeſſed of the ſpirit of prophecy ; had He kenned 


theſe orders from afar, as they ſailed upon the ocean; was He 
bounden to obey them. They did not regard Him; they were 


not addreſſed to Him; they are not general Orders for all the Pre- 
ſidents and Councils of al the Preſidencies.; their operation is ſpe= 


cially confined to the Governor-general and Council of Bengal (4). 


It was not ſurely for Lord Pigot, it was not for the Council 
of Fort $4, George to extend to theic Prefidency, orders which 


\ 


conclude, that theſe orders, iſſued in January, tranſmitted to Madraſs in Oltober 
1996, reſpedting- Bengal alone, were known and in force at Madrafs, in the year 
1771. What muſt be chat cauſe which forces its defenders to artifices ſo mean and 
illiberal ! WS 

(4) The firſt part of theſs orders ſays—< no meeting of our Council, &c. ſhalt 
« be diſſolved or adjourned by the authority of our Governor-general, or of any, 
« Preſident for the time being without the conſent of a Majority, &c.“ The words. 
« of any Preſident for the time being“ do not mean. the Preſident of any other ſet> 


tliment, but any perſon who by the death, abſence, or removal of the Governor- 
general, may be the temporary Preſident of the Council at Bengal. This is clearly: 


confirmed by the laſt part of the orders, where the ſervants of the Company in. 
Bengal alone are commanded to obey the orders iſſued by a Majority, after the Pre- 
ſident ſhall have withdrawn from Council and left a Majority of the whole Board 
ſitting, It has been obſerved of our Furies, that the man who can faſt the longeſt 
may al ways dictate the verdict, On the ſame iſſue the Company ſeem to have | 
put the power of their Governot at Bengal, Then only can a Majority of the 
Council fit and act without the Preſident, when the Preſident ſhall have withdrawn- 
his Self from Council, leaving. a Majority of the whole Board fitting, But fup= 
poſe Him to fy at the Board z, and refuſe to put a que POE + What is to be done 
then ? 

were 
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were directed and conſiged to another. Indeed, it 1 only. a” 7 A 
moment's refleRion on the diffetence of the reſpeQive conſtitutions bw 
of the two Governments, to diſcover the grounds upon which the 
Company proceeded; to diſcover why this order was given to the | 
Council of Fort William, and why i it was not given. to the Council | 
of Fort St. George. The conſtitution of the government of Fort 
William had been lately new modelled by Parliament. Among other 
material changes the number of Counſellors had been reduced 
to four. This diminution of the number of the Council was a pro- 
portionate addition to the Governor's ſhare of weight and autho- 
rity. In a Council of four, there was leſs danger of cabals and 
factions, than in a Council of twenty. There would perhaps be 
ſo much the leſs occaſion for placing,in;the hands of the Governor, » 
that power, which was intended to check the pernicious effects of . 
eabals and factions, The Preſident of a Council of four had only „ _ 
to gain a ſingle member to his fide, and He would make a reſpec-. / "a 
table figure in the oppoſition to the other three. He might, there= 
fore, be tempted to a light and wanton abuſe of this negative 
power: the Preſident of a Council of twenty would be more fear-. 
ful of uſing this pawer; would never venture to uſe it, but when | 
He felt the ground upen which He ſtood to be fully defenſible. - 
The order therefore which might (J] be wiſe and politic, when, 3 1 
confined to Bengal, would have been * and: W if ex-- - | 4 
tended to i | | | = 


Vet once more and wa have done. — | the wordy- of > Nor was the” 
Commiſſion of Government be apparently for Us; though no order. 8 


of the Company can be found againſt. us; uſage, uninterrupted. N 
euſtom, no bad interpreters of law, are clearly. againſt Us. So at TI 


(i) 1 do not mean this a any n e nnn | 
Bengal, It was made, as laws: are ſometimes made by mors reſpectuble bodiegs . — 
et upon the ſpur of the occaſion” -in the event, perliapsy it will: appear, thaty in | 3 
excluding one inconvenience, a door has been opened to thouſmnds, What has - 
happened- at Madrafs: will ſtand in the place of à hundred arguments to prove the 
7 pernicious effects, which mult reſult by an extenſion of this order to- Govern 


leaſt 


ment, compoſed of ſo numerous a Council as that of Fort St, George. 


Sine 6⸗ Lend n 


1 leaſt We are told. And with ſoch an air of Fronfidence ate wi we by 
it, that we looked, with a trembling anxiety for a whole chain 0 115 
precedents : accuſtomed as We have been to the bold tone of un= $2 
ſupported aſſertion, ſtill We could ſcarce havs thought i it poffible, 
that no one precedent ſhould have been produced. In individuals, 
habits are produced by repeated acts. Of repeated acts too, uſage, | 
cuſtom, are the reſult in ſocieties, Let not a ſingle inſtance could 
- oppoſition produce, where this power had been denied by the 
| Board to any Preſident; had, by any Preſident, been renounced * 
no one inſtance, where the Board had denied, that the Preſident 
was an integral, an eſſential, part of the Council: where the Board 
bad ever pretended to do an act of Government without the Pre- 
ſident. Mr, Floyer, indeed; " fully explained” —as He tells Us— 
7 « a circumſtance to the Board, which was thought” —by his Self, 
no doubt.“ pertinent to the matter in debate (m). » And to what 
does this circumſtance, fo fully explained, ſo pertinent to the mat- 
ter in debate, then amount? It proves, that in certain debates 
about the reſpective powers of the Select Committee, and the 
Council not of Fort St. George at Madraſs, but—of Fort William 
at Bengal, Mr. Cartier, the then Governor and Preſident, and two 
other members were throughout i in the Minority, and difſented to 
the meaſures taken by the Majority: that the Majority iſſued their 
orders, Which were duly obeyed as acts of government: that the 
Preſident refuſed to fign the General Letter, which accompanied 
their proceedings : that the Company approved the proceedings 
of the Majority, and deprived Mr. Cartier of bis Government (2). 
This tranſaction, We have ſeen, did not paſs at Fort St. George ; 
no minds hab it hp 2 55 their proceedings.” F< them 12 121055 


bs See Papers, vol. i. folio 335. . 
() This is the third inſtaneę where the Company have made this remarkable 
diſtinction between the puni t inflicted on a Governor, and the cenſures paſt. 
don members of the Council, To prove the ſuperior | reſponſibility of a Go= 
vernor, this. cixcumſtance is pertinent. For this purpoſe Mr. Floyer did not ad- 
duce it. To prove that a Council can do an act of Government without the 
Governor, It is not 3 For this purpoſe, . Mr. Floyer did ad- 
0m: it. een 
fors 
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(OY it an be a rule of conduct. In their public 3 

they could not know any precedent of which They had not public 
notice. Ho was is notified to them now? By no authentic” 
nute of the proceedings at Bengal: by no extract from the Archives | 
of the Company. What proof had They, that auy ſuch tranſaction 
paſt? The afſertion of Mr. Floyer : what authority, that the rela- 
tion of it was, in all its circumſtances accurate, and complete ? 
The infallible memory of Mr. Floyer. Waving, for the ſake of ar- 
gument, theſe inſurmountable objections; what does this tranſac- 
tion prove ? It proves, that, for once, a Governor with a Minority 
of his Council, of which Minority Mr. Floyer was one (o), miſtook 
the line which He ought to have purſued ; and which a Majority 
of the Council did ſee and purſue: this cannot be thought perti- 
nent; that a Majority of one Council is right at one Board, in 


one year, on one occaſion, can be no proof that a Majority of an- 


other Council, maſt be right at another Board, in another year, on- 
another occaſion. It proves that the Compaby diſplaced a Gover-" 
nor, with whoſe conduct They were offended: neither can this be 
thought pertinent; for here was no queſtion about the power. of 
the Company to approve, or difapprove; to continue, or diſplace a 

Governor: To the deciſion of the Company Lord Pigot entreated 
that his claims might be left. It proves, that upon a queſtion re- 
gularly propoſed, a Governor diſſenting from the meaſure, was: 
bounden and concluded by the deciſion of the Majority: nor can 
this be thought pertinent; Lord Pigot, We have ſeen, allowed his: 
Self to be concluded in the ſame manner, upon alt queſtions regu- 
larly put and legally propoſed. Tt proves, that the:queſtion having 
been thus regularly put and legally propoſed, and, therefore, being 
finally determined by the deciſion of a Majority, orders conform- 
able to this deciſion, were iſſued and obeyed: this fiirely is not 
pertinent ; or if it be pertinent, it is to the juſtification of Lord! 
Pigot : for mind :. a Majority had decided, that Colonel Stuart: 


(/) There are in India, we ſee, as well as in other places, men who have: the 
happy talent of being always in the wrong, ſide with which party They will. 


ſhould: 
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'  _ Gould $9.46 commandant. to. Tanjore : 4 Majority hu kkewiſe 


decided, and previouſly decided, that Mr. Ruffel ſhovid 0 as Rees | 
ſideut to Tanjore: if, therefore, orders muſt be iſſned conformable. | 
to every deciſion of a Majority, orders ſhould have been Sen f or 
the departure of both theſe Gentlemen, each to his r * 
ſlation: and this was the very thing for which Lord Pigot of 
"contended, It proves, that a Governor refuſing to ſign-a General 7 ; 
Letter, the Majority did, what Lord Pigot, on another occaſion, of * a 
found it neceſſary to do, tranſmitted that Letter in their own e 1 
names, for the information of their | Maſters. To the bh + | 
even of Mr. Floyer this will not appear pertinent. But does 
prove, that a queſtion can be regularly put, legally propoſed, b 
any other perſon, than the Preſident? Does it prove, that 171 a 
Majority of Gouncil, without, againſt the direction of the Prefi- 
dent, an order of Council, for carrying into execution a reſolution 
of their own upon a queſtion not regularly put, not legally propoſed, 
can be iſſued, or ought to be obeyed, as an act of Government? 
Does it prove that orders, under theſe circumſtances, were iſſued and 
duly obeyed? Does it prove, that the I uing of orders, under theſe 
circumſtances, and enforeing obedience thereto, was the meaſure 
_ of the Majority, which the Company approved and confirmed? 
This might have been pertinent to the matter in debate. But this 
it does not prove. Pertinent, at leaſt, it would have been, had 
the tranſaction, as We before oblerved, been duly notified, 
vouched by a better authority than the memory of Mr. Floyer ; had 
it paſt in the Council of Fort St. George; had the tranſaction, and 
the Company's approbation, ſtood recorded in the Minutes of the 
Council of Fort St. George. This poor, feeble, ſingle, inappli- 
cable circumſtance, joined ta an opinion for ſooth of Mr. Van ſittart, 
is all that oppoſitian could produce to prove a conflant uſage, an 
eſtabliſhed cuſtom, Not a ſingle caſe, not even 4 ſingle opinion, 
could They produce to prove a Majority of Council to be the Board, 
without the Governor : not a fingle inſtance of any reſolution of 


the Majority being carried into en, without the concurrence 
of the Preſident, | | 


To. 
* 
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2 George; to.bx the powers of the Governor; to: prooiy of o-" 
. alcertain, whether his Locdſhip-was right in aflerting 3 power to —.— * 
pn a 0qgative on gvery aft of Government; We have een f 


pont ont whag, would be the effects of this power. We have * 


1 . Proved, that it is not, as it has been wrongfully declared to be, 

3 . 
2 tantamount to an aſſumption of all the powers of Government ; + 
þ Bop that it is not a dangerous power; not a power, which a W 


would be apt to abuſe; nor a greater power than that which is 
it entruſted to the Preſidents of other political bodies. We have ſeen 
ahbe opinion of two Gentlemen of the moſt diſtinguiſhed rank in 
the law aſſerting the Governor to be an integra, an eſſential, part 
of the Council; We have examined Commiſſione of 
Government, ancient and modern: oY We have ſeen this 
power expteſsly conyeyed to the Governor; We have examined ' 
the royal Charters of Juſtice; there too, with. the ſame. power 
We have ſeen the Governor inveſted : We have examined the 
| Commiſſion of Lord Pigat ; the General Letter ſent ont with 
Him from the Company ; their Letter, tranſmitted at the 
| ſame time, to the Nabob: in the Commiſſion we have ſeen - = 
this negative power expreſcly conyeyed ; in the Letters We harre 
ſeen Him mentioned in terms, which wayld be perfeRly. Ins © 5. 
plicable, unleſs He were ſuppoſed by the Company to ſtand in that -. - / 7 2 
degree of reſponſibility, which, of neceſſity, involves the power _ 
| 1 which We contend: We have noticed the ſeverer degree of 
| puniſhment inflicted by the Company on Governors, than on mem- 
bers of the Council, who have diſregarded their, inſtructions: and 
from all We have inferred the actual exiſtence of this power in the 
Governor, and the conſequent legality of Lord Pigot's exertion of 
it. We have examined the ſtanding orders of the Company; We 
have examined the uſage of the Board, as recited by oppoſition: 
and ſo far from finding the power to be a violation of either, We 
have ſeen oppolition reduced to the ridiculous dilemma, either of 
allowing the legality of the power, or of oppoſing it by the appli- 
| WE. cation 


I 


Conſe- 
cn ot 
| egality 
of ofthis power. 


1 which this 
- power was 
Ke ͤ᷑xrxerted. 
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cage; cation. of acts and orders to the Government of. Madraſt, which | 
pere expreſsly confined to the Goyernment of Bengal thereby 
_  tacitly avowing, that their own records, for a hundred years, could 

not furniſh a ſingle inſtance, where a Majority of ROT with- 
out the W was ever configered as the hen 7 


* 
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2 ins dwelt the logs on eſtabliſhing the Keality of this nega- 
tive power, becauſe, upon this point, will turn the defence of the 
vigorous meaſures his Lordſhip was compelled to adopt, firſt againſt 


Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke: and afterwards againſt the other 


members of the faction. Having thus clearly, as We conceive, 
eſtabliſhed, that his Lordſhip' s Claim was legal and conſtitutional : 

Having clearly, as We conceive, proved, that an attempt of the 
Majority to act as a Board, without the Preſident; to do any act of 
Government without his concurrence, is a manifeſt violation of 
the Conſtitution of. the Government, unſupported by any order of 
the Company, contrary to the eſtabliſhed cuſtom of the Board: 


the defence of his Lordſhip's ſubſequent proceedings will be com- 
| priſed | in i very few words. . 


Occaſions on 


In point of prudence We have ſaid the declarations, by which 
this power was aſſerted, the acts in which it was exerciſed, would 


| be more than juſtified, if the declarations were made, and the aQs 


done, on occaſions,of urgent neceſſity; for purpoſes conſtitutional z 
at a moment where the diſplay, and the exerciſe, of ſo delicate a 


power, could alone be ſufficient to keep the major part of the Coun- 


eil from materially injuring the intereſts of his Employers. On 


this point little, or rather nothing, is left for Me to ſay. During 
the courſe of this defence, the occaſions, the purpoſes, the times, 


on, and for, which his Lordſhip diſplayed, or exerciſed, this power, 
have been attentively examined : more, I perſuade myſelf has been 
ſaid, than was neceſſary to juſtify the prudence with which it was 
exerted. His Lordſhip's own words would, perhaps, 11 rene 
dered all other juſtification unneceſſary, ben 


. * On 
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« TX 181 Having aſſerted a 1 5 to An the Council, Se- 


* condly, Having, in the civil department, refuſed to put à pre- 
vious queſtion, although defired by many of the Board, who 


had not time to conſider of the propoſition laid before them. 
_ & Thirdly, Having refuſed: to put a. queſtion regularly moved for 


e reſcinding a former reſolution of Council. And fourthly, Having 


* 0 * 
o 


1 


2 "4 5 » 


ms. 
a 


« aſſerted that a reſolution of the Majority. of the Board cannot be 


% ** 


5 carried: into execution without his concurrence.” 


1 « Your Prefident thinks it proper on this 3 to obſerve, 
e that He thinks the preſervation of order and propriety in Go- 
« yernment, makes it neceſſary for, the power of adjournment. tq 
ce be in the Preſident; without which, a faction with ſtrong con- 


« ſtitutions, by relieving each other, might force the Preſident, 


who is obliged: to remain in the chair, into Whatever meaſyres 


« They pleaſed, Were your. Preſident to adjourn, to evade any 
« charge, either againſt him Self or his friends, there might. be 


« ground of complaint: nat for the adjournment, but the motive of 
« jt; But in tranſacting the important. public concerns of your 


Government, if the members of the Council, inſtead of aſſiſting 
« your Prefident with their advice, are to aſſume the reins, and 


« determine what is fit in their private meetings, and come to 


* Council only to dictate to your Preſident, it is impoſſible for your 
CL affaire to eſcape ruin. Your Government muſt be e 


66 Your Preſident thinks He ling a right to * of every mem- N 


« ber of the Council, an opinion upon ſuch matters as He may 


« lay before them; and, therefore, that it is improper to admit of 


« a previous queſtion, which may deprive Him of that opinion.“ 


The forms and rules of popular aſſemblies are not at all appli- 
« cable to a Council-Board ; and, if they were introduced, inſtead 
1L12 : of 
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« of promoting buſineſs, would impede i it, and throw every VOY 
into confuſion. In the inſtance referred to; your. Preſident did 
n not require a haſty decifion ; He declared his reafineſs to fit as 
ce long as They pleaſed; but was convinced the members of the | 
Majority merely urged delay, becauſe it was ſuppoſed Mr. Daw- 
«ſon would not attend another Councit ; and that, by poſtponing 
« the buſineſs, your Preſident would be deprived of that Gen- 
4 tlemati's ſupport, in a meaſure, which appears of infinite conſe- 
« quence to your affairs; namely, ſending Mr. Ruffell to Tan- 
« jore. Mr. Dawſon, ſeeing the dilemma to which your Preſi- 
« dent was reduced, in a very becoming manner declared, He 
« would not turn his back on your ſervice, but would readily at- 
tend on a future day. And your Prefident muſt -do Mr. Dawſon 
i the juſtice to ſay, that He ever received his ready TORT in "ip 
42 adminiſtration of your affairs. 


„ zaly. Your Preſident cannot avoid remarking, that, when 
« He refuſed to put Sic Robert Fletcher's motion for reſcinding. 
« the reſolution-of Council of 17th June, againſt members of the 
«Council viſiting the Nabob, He took notice, that it was aloft the 
& ny queſtion which He would not put; but that the reſolution. 
« Was entirely conformable to your orders, to ancient uſage, and; 

3 for good government ; that reſcinding the reſolution would be a 

breach of your orders, and tend to involve your affairs in diffi- 

« culties. for no reaſon; and that intercourſe with the country Go= 

© yernment was a privilege which Jou had been pleaſed to veſt in 

10 your Pręſdent ſolely; and, therefore, was what the Council. 

« could not agitate with prepriery. However, in the Minute above 

« referred to, the Majority declare, The reſolution of 17th June- 

« is legally, though not in the 1 form, e which 1 
« Prefident cannot admit,” 


0 Your Preſident, eee FRF WO POR of the Com- 
 <*:mifion of Government, * appointed. the better 
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« to enable Him to nanoge your affairs ; He thinks He can do nothing 
« without a Majority of bis Council; and He thinks fo great a 
« deference is due to that Majority, as to require the Preſident to 

* concur with them on ordinaty occafions ; but not in diſobedience to, 
* your commands. On the contrary, He thinks his duty to the 


«© Company obliges Him nor to concur with a ſettled Mygority, Who 


«« uniformly purſue meafures ruinous to your intergis, and contrary 
« to your orders.” In theſe arguments, and in this conclufion, 
we believe every candid reader will « concur with his Lordſhip. | 


The a of our Narrative has been > edi interrupted 
by the conſideration of the objections made to his Lordſhip' s con- 


duct by the Nabob, by Comera, and by the Council. Before we 


proceeded to a particular detail of the event, which we only hinted: 
at the cloſe of the laſt ſection, it was neceſſary to conſider and to 
anſwer theſe objections. Till they were anſwered, the Reader 
will eaſily perceive, it would have been impoſſible to form an. im-- 


Narrative re- 


partial judgment on the ſubſequent proceedings at the Board. 


We will now return to our Narrative. We muſt only recal to the 
memory of our Reader, that on the 28th of June the Preſident pro- 
poſed the eſtabliſhment of a Chief and Council at Tanjore, ſubor- 
dinate to the Preſidency of Fort St. George : that this motion was 

debated and rejected on the 8th of July: that on the ſame day 
Mr. Ruſſell was appointed as Reſident at Tanjore, without a Coun- 
eil: that on this day too, Mr. Dawſon took his leave of the Board: 
that on the gth of July a letter, which Colonel Stuart had ad- 
dreſſed to the Board on the 25th of June, and which was then or- 


dered to lie upon the table, was taken into conſideration: that, 


without any reaſon aſſigned, it was reſolved to reſcind the late ap- 


pointment of this Gentleman to Velore; and, in direct oppoſition 
to the requeſt of the Rajah, to recall -Colonel Harpur from Tan- 
jore, and appoint Colonel Stuart to ſucceed Him: that, oppoſition 
being determined to prevent Mr. Ruſſell proceeding to Tanjore, to 


Joly 26. 


which. place we have ſeen he had been appointed Reſident, on the 


26th 


74 1 I, 5 
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26th of July, a minute to precipitate the departure of the Committee 
of Circuit was abruptly introduced. by Mr. Jourdan, and, without a 
having been read, ſeconded by Mr. Mackay: that by a majority of 
Seven to Four it was reſolved, that the Committee ſhould proceed 
immediately to the Northern Circars : that, this motion being car- 
| ried, the Preſident recommended Mr. Jourdan, One of the Faction of | 
Seven, to ſupply the vacancy in the Committee, occaſioned by the 
departure of Mr. Dawſon: that Mr, Jourdan was excuſed from 
' ©  - going upon this ſervice, becauſe He did not chu/e to go ( p): that on 
Joly 9. the 29th of July, Mr. Mackay, another of the Faction of Seven, 
who, as well as Mr. Ruſſell, had been expreſsly appointed by the 
Company, was likewiſe excuſed, becauſe the good old man ſhivered 
at the dangers, and trembled at the fatigue He muſt undergo in a 
July 30 journey to the North: that on the 3oth of July Sir Robert Fletcher 
| ſent to the Board a paper, which He called, Inſtructions for Co- 
lonel Stuart: that it was reſolved to give out in public orders the 
appointment of Colonel Stuart: that the Colonel was directed to 
Auguſtt1. hold his Self in readineſs to proceed: that 'on the firſt of Auguſt 
| | the propoſal of the Preſident, that the Committee ſhould com- 
mence their operations by the inveſtigation of the Jaghire Lands, 
was, without any reaſon, againſt every reaſon rejected: that, with 
an indecency unparalleled in the annals of the Company, a pe- 
remptory, and an early, Day was fixed for the departure of the 
Augats, Committee (g) : that on the fifth of Auguſt the Preſident made a 
motion, the moſt fair and candid that a man, conſcious of his own 
Integrity, could make; a motion, that two members of the Board, 
| uninfluenced by party, unconcerned i in any of the diſputes which 


6) Mr, Jourdan voted on this queſtion, I do not object to this as irregular ; 
but only to ſhew, that neither was it Ine"? in Mr, Ruſſell to vote in his own 
appointment to Tanjore, 

(4) The day was altered on the th of this month, from the. 1 1 to the 3 
of Auguſt, though Mr, Ruſſell gave ſufficient reaſon Why He could not be ready 
"ill the ne of October, 


8 


had 


*% 


- 
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had lately diſtracted the Couneile of the Board, ſhould be called 


o X ” 
. 4 


up from the ſubordinate Prefidencies' to aſſiſt with their advice, i in 


a moment ſo critical; on an occaſion ſo emergent : that this mo- 
tion was rejected: that on the ninth of Auguſt, the Preſident” re- 


queſted that Mr, Ruſſell, in conſequence of his former appoint- 


ment, might proceed to Tanjore, if it were but a few days, to preſerve. 
the appearance of conſiſtency in the proceedings of the Council, 


and to quiet the alarms of the Rajah: that this requeſt was | 
likewiſe rejected: that, the appointment of a Reſident remaining - 


ſtill unreſcinded, it was reſolved Mr. Ruſſe! ſhould not go to Tan- 
jore.— With theſe Facts and theſe Dates before Him, the Reader 
will be competent to judge of the ſubſequent proceedings of the 


Preſident and Council, during the few Days his Lordſhip continued 
to Preſide at the Board. | 


Near three weeks had elapſed ſince Sir Robert Fletcher had mod 


mitted to the Board his firſt inſtructions for Colonel Stuart. 80 
far as it appears, they had lain unheeded on the table. Nor indeed 
would it have been eaſy to have made them the ſubject of debate. 
To a Pruffian Serjeant going, at the head of a recruiting party, 
into the territories of Hamburgh or of Dantzig they might have been- 
ft and ample enough. But Colonel Stuart was an officer of rank. 

He was about to take charge of a Fort, which commanded the 


capital of an ally; this ally was but newly reſtored to his domi- 


nions; much had he yet to fear from the ſecret intrigues of his 
enemies; He had therefore put his fort, and his capital, and his: 


kingdom, under the protection of the maſters of the Colonel; To- 


the ſituation of ſuch an ally much delicacy was due; much atten- 


Auguſt : 

New! ab ak 
tions for Co 
lonel Stuart. 


tion to the cuſtoms, manners, religious prejudices of his people. 


Theſe ſhould have been among the objects of Colonel Stuart's in- 


ſtructions. Sir Robert indeed ſeems to have been aſhamed of his 
firſt / paper of inſtructions; and therefore ſent a ſecond * paper 
of inſtructions“ which he preferred to the other (7). The reaſom 


(7) Papers, vol. I. folio 355, 


* 
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-refufes to 


leſs Mr. Ruſ- 
fell was per · 
mitted to go 


to Tanjore. 
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el this. preference He beſt can tell. In erde, I believe, They 
are rather more kerle; of une, Ae dene „ 


No ſooner, had the letter which contained this inkpid Paper of i in- 


3 "Gpn them un- 15 been mentioned, than the Prefident renewed, in the ſtrong- 


eſt terms, His earneſt wic, that Mr. Ruſſell might proceed to Tan- 
Jore, ik it were only for a ſew days; appealed to the diſtreſſes of 
the Rajah, painted in a letter read this very day at the Board, as 
an unanſwerable argument for the propriety of the meaſute; urged 
_ the neceſſity . of a compliance with His requeſt; and. repeated with a 
manly. firmneſs, his determined reſolution, never to conſent to 
Colonel Stuart's departure for Tanjore till Mr. Ruſſell who had 
been appointed before Him, was likewiſe ordered to proceed (t). 
To an acquieſcence with this requeſt of the Preſident, nothing could 
induce the faction. The appointment of a Reſident was not re- 
ſcinded but, that appointment remaining unreſcinded, it was again | 
determined that Mr. Ruſſell ſhould not proceed (#), The Prefi- 
ſident again repeated that till it was agreed Mr. Ruſſell ſhould 
proceed, He would. never give His : ſanction to any inſtructions to 
Colonel Stuart. Theſe inſtructions had not yet been read at the 
Board, nor entered on their Minutes. Mer. Floyer moved, that 
They ſhould be taken into conſideration. | Firm in His reſolution 
the Preſident declared, that far the reaſons already recited, He 
would not, at that time, put the queſtion. This refuſal and the 
right of the Preſident to put any queſtion, appearing to Mr. Stratton 


% They mid nothing of the attention to be paid to the religious prejudices of 
the Tanjorines 3 nothing of avoiding all money tranſaZions with the people of the 


country: Nothing in.ſhort that could pollbly fatigue, or ene or in any way 


giner the worthy Colonel. 
(e) See Papers, vol. I. folio 356, 
() Mr. Stratton, the Reader will remember, had halt Sat for Mr. Ruſ- 


© fell's appointment; Yet doth on the gth of Auguſt; and on this day, without 


any reaſon afligned, he voted n his pending to Tanjore · in conſequence of 
that appointment. 
of 


meant only that the queſtion: ſhould not be put to the vote. 


1 


19 red * oh 175 * . 
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2oth 
ts. in the | 
refolu | 


wa 1640 and. * G0 Some other Went bullets 9 
And then the queſtion about taking the Draught of Iaſttuckions to 
Colonel Stuart into confideration was again rebived. The queſtion 
vas moved by the good old vereran, and ſeconded by Mr. Jourdan. 
Lord Pigot continued firm and unſhaken: He declared He would 
not ſuffer the queſtion to be no agitated at the Board (2). Finding 
the Preſident immoveuble, ſeeing Him reſt with equal. frwneſe, 
4 the motion of Mr. Mackay, and the requeſt (9) of Mr. Stratton, one 
Du. of the members in oppoſition (4) ſeemed inclined to collect the ſenti- 
ments of the Board (e): The ſentiments of the faction were entered 
on the Minutes. A eben the arp eee hows ey at you * 7 


4 
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00 in wis letter the r crop e 4 
rent year, was announced. A copy of the act of Parliament 13 Geo. III. & 63 CID | 
with a reference to the patagraph relating to legal intereſt, by which the Rajab . 
might ſee what Parliament conſidered as juff claims, was: likewiſe announced, When 
it pleaſed Mr. Stratton and his adherents to diſpatch this letter, they kept back, 2 I 
We have ſeen, the act. Why they did ſo, wy nr Us; ORE. | q 
mn BE 5} ; 4 8 N 

(a) The meaning of this term being miſunderſtood, His:Lori&hip. ca @: ſug- 
geſtion of Mr, Dalrymple, explained it. He did not object, He -ſaid, to the 
members entering their Afinutes on record for the information of the Company. He 


3 N C : a 
* * 3 8 


(e) Mr. Stratton reguefed the Prefident to pur the queſtion, beceuſe..< ir” 4 | 5 
put it) ( appeared to, Him conſiſtent with the Conſtitution and the rale ef the © 3 
4 Service.“ Who doubted it? But was it neceſſary by the rules of the Service to. N 1 
erin! wanne ey CIO” e e 
00 N Floyer, ; „ 
(te) He aſked: Mr. Stone” for bis fontimerits 1 but as- FOES was ics 
| before the Board, neither He, nor any. of thoſe who maintained the authority of 
the legal Government by a Prefident and Council thought it wy to give their of 
opinions, | 
114670 | * M m 8 but 
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dui ths fler did act want to read chem: whatever they were. 
it was predetermined to approve them "accordingly, withopt or- 
dering them to be read at the Board, the faction * gave their hearty 


—* 4ſt to them“ „ thought them very proper :” «approved them.” 


Having thus predetermined on their propriety, They went one ſtep: 


farther. © Without directly moving, They reſolved, that a letter ta 


- Colonel Harpur,'to deliver ouer to Colonel Stuart the command o 
the Garriſon. of Tanjore, would be-wrifter of courſe. Fhe Inſtruc- 


tions were copied. A'draught of ſuck a letter prepared, Here 


again the Preſident ſtopt them: again He declared He would nov. 


put His name either to the Inſtructions or to the Letter, unleſs vpon- 


the terms He had fo often propoſed: from. a principle of duty; 


from attachment to good order and government; from ſentiments- 


of friendſhip to the different members of the Board; He warned: 


em not to proceed any fatther; He retmindedithem, that, without 


His concurrence, neither the Iaſtructions, nor the Letter, could be 


acts of Government z He ſuggeſted the difficulties, to which thoſe 
men woulde expoſe their Sclves who ſhould attem pt to act under ſuch: 
orders. Vet a while the faftion.papſed,. They were ſenſible of 
meit danger,s, ſcarcely; prepared, ta meet it. Another conference, 
with the-fick-General;, another. nofturnal. cordial: from: the Nabob,: 


were, it ſhould ſeem, neceſſary to work their madneſs to its proper 


poiteh. The. Council was, again atljourned : 2 and the next day but: 


Difference in 
the powers 


- claimed by 


two conftity- 
ent parties 
of the Go; 
verament. 


| 008, As appointedao ſhoot. the gulgh(4). | 


Here too let Us pauſe a moment. Let vs attentively conſider- 
the fituation, of the two. conſtituent parts of the Government of. 


Fort, St. George, On che ons hand, We ſee the Prefident; one af. 
the conſtituent parts, claiming. and exerting a power, which We 
have proved to be legal, of putting a negative on the proceedings“ 
of A MA". of the e the other conſtituent r. of the 


| Wy © Ee: vol. l folio 390397 
| ; Board; 


f 


Bond, this power, legal, a3. jt was He exerted anly,conditienatlys,, 
on this oecafion He was ready-to wave it, if the others would con- 
ſent to wave the etereiſe of the ſame. power on a ſimilar motion: 


On the other hand, We ſee a Vlsjority of the Council exerting the 


this only do they differ. The Preſident was 


ſame legal power of putting a negative on a motion recommended 

by che Freſident, and ſupported by a Minority of the Board 1 o 
far, in point of legality, they ſtaad upon the ſame, fopting. Both 
are within the line, which deſerlbes their teſpectiye powers, In 


ready to make 40 
vances, which the other ſullenly refuſe ;, geady to, conſent; to a 


meaſure, which. He diſapproveds on condition, that They would 


conſent @ another meaſute which might prevent the ill effects He, 
feared from the former. But, moreover, We ſee one of, the conſti- 
tuent parts, a Majority of the. Council, taking a moſt alarmin 


— ſtride; ſtepping beyond the lie which deſcribes its power x: annihis . 


lating the: power of the other conſtituent part ) alſumiog to. itfelf, 


" ence: will, in no ſmall degree, depend the judgment He will form, 
of the events of the twa lucceeding days. „ 
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all 2he pkus of Government; claiming a right to do ads of Govern>. 
ments. without 'theiconcerrenco. of the/Prefident;. To this material, 
diſteronoe the Reader, will be careful to attend. Upon this differ 


27 n , Fi fs e 
Rive parties had in view, differ as tn the tl. 


widely as the powers they teſpectiyely claimed; The object which: per aa 


the Council! purſued could not be 2/entralto the ſerviee of theirem-" 
pleyers; was not of. immediate importance nb poſſible danger 
could ariie fromipoſtponing it.) Fhat 'am ableꝭ that ani unexceptiob- 
able Officer actually commanded at Tanjore, was allowed on all 
hands ; on all hands was it allowed, that no other o/en/ible reaſon 


occurred! for the immediate recalt of that Officer, ſave only the im- | 


mediate gratification of the” withes; (halk:We6 call it, of the vanity, 


of Colonic] Stuart: Be the talehts of the Colohel, be the metits of 
the Colonel, what they may; be they great as his warmeſt friends 


ſuppoſe them; be they infinitely greater iff," great as his Self con- 
d 2lontiw | FT M m 2 | ceives 
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ceives them ; no dangers had ariſen; no circumſtatice taken place 5 


which called for the immediate exertion of theſe ſuperior talent; 
which demanded this immediate deference to theſe tranſcendent - 


merits. The object which the Preſident had in view, if it was of 
any im portance, was of immediate importance. And ſurely it was 


ol great and immediate importance to quiet the fears of the Rajah ; | 


In the pro- 
bable mo- 
tives of their 
conduct. 


to excite in Him firm ideas of dependence on the friendſhip of 
Me the Company ;” to convince Him, that the man expreſily de- 
puted to reſtore Him had not loſt the influence neceſſary to main- 
tain Him on the throne: To this difference in the objects purſued 
by the contending parties the Reader will likewiſe attend. On 
this difference the . mr is to form will wise, ny ene 
degree, depend. id a e 


But why 1 was this Majority ſo obſtinite in . their aſſent | 
to the meaſure propoſed by the Prefident, when, by giving their 
aſſent, They enſured ſucceſs to their own favourite object? All 
that his Lordſhip aſked, was to carry into execution a prior reſolu- 


tion of a Majority of the Board. I would not wiſh to ſuggeſt any 


motive. A good, a worthy, motive the utmoſt ſtretch of my ima- 
gination cannot ſuggeſt. To ſuggeſt a bad, an unworthy motive, 
is repugnant to my feelings. But there lies before Me a Copy of a 


Leiter from Mr. Stratton to the Chairman (e): In this letter Mr. 


Stratton takes upon Him to ſuggeſt the moſt unworthy motives. 
for the conduct of Lord Pigot: © To give You a clue, ſays He, to 
« this part of his Lordſhip's conduct, I muſt refer You to a former 
« Letter of mine, explaining the reaſons'why He found him Self 
« neceſſitated to that arbitrary uſurpation of Government, which 
« occaſioned his ſuſpenſion from it. I mean the fear of the di iſcovery 

« of thoſe facts alleged againſt Him during his.j Journey to Tanjore; 
«« which, if diſcovered, muſt involve Him in ruin.” —What are 
_theſe facts? No e eh Who 1 them ? Nobody. 1 _ 


(e) Dated December 185 1776. boar Houſe, 
witneſſes 


EP wes; FO van b 21 Go. 
witneſſes ate they proved? by what circumſtances ſupported? None. 


But Mr. Stratton's imagination can caſily ſopply facts, and Wit 
| Heffles, and proofs, But Lord Pigot did not ſucceed-:/ He ia of: 
pended, impriſoned: his enemies triumphü: They «have fue 
the reins. of government 77 The facts then ars come gut. 


Proofs have been found. No: the lion is dangerous' even in his 


, cage. . He has preſerved at Tanjore the fear of his: power G ä 


By what art, hät magie, did He preſerve the fear of his power, 


when He had loſt the enjoyment of his liberty ?. He treated the 


« ſuſpenſion as a daring act of rebellion” — And truly, bis Lot d. 5 


ſhip did not greatly miſconceive the matter which would be 
« ſpeedily puniſhed by the ſuperior powers at Bengal (. —Tboſe 
powers—if ſo they mult be called, ſuperior. or not—gave a deci- 
fion in favour of the faction. Now then theſe: atrocious facts 


are dragged to light :=Now his Lordſhip's credit muſt be loſt; 


Not  yet—hig' credit is ſtill retained: ſtill his power is feared. 
Not a ſingle fact is diſcovered. But facts there muſt be; for othet 
wiſe his Lordſhip's . conduct will appear to Mr. Stratton unae- 
« countable (i). The man who thus wantonly ſuppoſes unworthy 


motives, ſuppoſes illegal facts, would have no right to complain, 
if, taught by his example, We too were to ſuppoſe fats, ſuppoſe 


motives. But, in truth, in this conteſt, We feel our inferiority ; 
To this:taſk We own ourſelves unequal. We. will, content our 


Sehves with ſtating facts, that are already diſcovered, already ace 


knowleged : and from thoſe facts We will leave it | to the reader 
to decide upon the motives. In the firſt place then, no fact, ſave 
only thoſe We have conſidered and juſtified, ; had been alleged 
againſt Lord PFigot, during his journey to Tanjote, his reſidence 
there, or his return to Madraſs. There is then no ground for ſop- 
_ poſing; that He feared the diſcovery of any fact; or that bis refuſal 
to ſigu the orders and inſtructions for Colonel Stuart was ſuggeſted 
_ that er. In the next Pune, bis Lordſhip did not ablolutely 


OO See ibid, br | ot Ses II. 


as, ( See ibiC oc - (3) See be. 
nato, OM " refuſe 


ons 
24 If 

14 hive 
LE 20 Iv; «714 


DberENCE Or LKR. or. 


+ refuſs. to gn theſe inſttuctions and ordere g He offered to dg hem 


conditionally. Colonel Stuart then might have gane to Taxjore. 
Nor would the condition of bis going bave affected Him ; have 
bridged hig liberty of enquiring into facts ; of ſearching far proofs 3. 
of collecting witveſſes. Let us ſee how. the facts ſtand on the 
other ſide. A fact, and a very important fat, a fact of no leſs 


| moment than the giviog of perhigious counſel to the Rajah had 
been pyblickly, alleged, had been proved, againſt an emifſary, a | 


fervant of a man known to be' intimately connected with the, fac, 
tiong the map had received a public puniſhment for it. The Maſs 
ter of this man Was again going under the ſanction, under the 
avowed pratection of the faction: the emiſlary; the ſervant of. this 
man was to hear Him oompany. Here then is oe material dif- 


ſiotence. The faction abſolutely,” unconditionally, refuſed to lex 


Avgutt 22, 
Minute de- 
livered by 


| In queſtion for taking | the inſtructions of Colonel Stuart into conſidera · 
tion is declated to be . ineonſiſtent with the rules of the ſervice, 


ſecond charge alleged againſt his Lordſhip; er 0h my ee 
6f Meffts. Stratton "hd Brooke. | | 


Mr. Ruſſel :proceed. —This is another material difference... Let 
the reader now determine, whether ofithe s ane ht 
e nn +. 7 E 4411 sis. * 24 2 13 80 TH. 
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A 2 conſtantly i in view this difference in ide ris dane 


and in the objects propoſed, by the two conſtituent patts of the 


Council; keeping conſtantly in view too the probable motives, by 


which theit reſpective conduct was influenced; let Us examine the 
tranſactions of the 22d Auguſt. And this will bring Us to the 


. . 


| No tobte dw! the Council affembled, thu "he PIT ** Bos 
ven delivered 2 Minute, in Which his Lordſhip s refuſal to put the 


(and tehdlng to ſubvert the Copftitotion :“ in- which -his:fubſe. 
quent Declarations and Minutes are4etlired to call for exprefMons 
of their aſtoniſhment; in which They poſitively deny the con- 


« currence of the. Preſident to be neceſſary ig conititute an. act of 
Dahn, | „ Govern. 


— 


5 vivawce” or 10 FEOrY 


* Governient: declare the. Preſident ts be as moch boo nden by 
| * the orders of the Majority; as much obli ped to ſubfetibe thioſe 
orders; as much obliged: to affiſt in carrying them into execu- 
* tion z as any other member of the Council;“ affirm the inſtruce- 
tions * to. become, by the apptoval of the major part of the mein- 
« bers, a complete act of Government. They then go on to attti- 
bute the late adjourtments of the Board to «ſpirit of forbearance; ' 
to theic. n unwillingneſs to haſte, to their willingneſs to- 

give time.” They would, perhaps, have been nearer the truth 
had They aſoribed them to their own fears; to the waveringe of a 
| ſpirit prone indeed torevolt, but trembling at the danger of revolt- 
ing. Having, at laſt, ſummoned boldneſs to do, what They had 
long wiſhed to do, They open their plan of operations They hey 
down a new ſcheme of Government; 5 and declare * thad in caſe of 
« the Preſident's refuſal to put a queſtion propoſed (4) by any 
6. member. it ſhall be They do not ſuy it, but that it b be 

— the duty of the Secretary to put that queſtio; “ and rhe 4 
4 refuſal to anſwer ſhall be deemed a breach of the Company: 


9  Randing, orders. Meaning, F ſv ppoſe, that the Company /Bowld," 
at ſome. future period, not only paſs ſuch orders ;. but, ut the eme 


time, declare they dad been paſt, and were Na.. orders belore 


the. Company, had thought of them G. 
'Of E Minute; which-the 18 Na e was de to 
produce: couldl alone ſave from ridicule ; of an impertinent citation 


of Mr. Vanſittart's > by whiels wes ver was e ppene 3 


0 There is a fallacy, in thi phraſe. % queſtion Sagas Af db; is - 
Lconceive a different thing from what is meant, in a language either of Parliament: 

or of the Company, by queſtion propoſed in a Conſultation,” The latter, I con- 
ceive to mean, . a queſtion regularly propoſed that is “ 2 queſtion propoſed” 
_ 4 by;, the. Rrefdent ; a, queſtion legally before the Board :* he" fetmier 
means any thing, which a Mackay, or a Floyer, or a Stratton, may mo is) __ 
legally propoſed ; legally before the Board. 

(4); See Papers, vol. i. fol. 368, 369. 


Lord 
0 


4 


Lord Pi; 
Th wy 


mat- - 
ter reſt till 


the pleaſure 
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of the Com Lord pigot did not condeſcend to take any notice. He briefly. re: 


pany COU. 
known, 
rejected. 


capitulated what He had already ſaid upon the ſubje& i. expreſſed, 
his ſatis faction at ſeeing, as He thought, that no Gentleman would,, 
«« at preſent, urge the proſecution of the buſineſs 3% „ his hopes, 
«© that He might be ſo fortunate as to meet the Genilemen inclined : 


« to let the matter reſt till the pleaſure of their honourable Maſters. 
«44 could be known: and this conduct He recommended pt . them | 


to purſue () — But things were now come to a crifis., „All lenient, 


e 


meaſutes were rejected. The ear of the adder was deaf. The ſtill. 


voice of reaſon could not be. heard. Vet, on the one hand, We 


| have ſeen, the depatture of Colonel Stuart was not of immediate 
importance to the Company, the ſervice could not | ſuffer by. c delay 3; 


but! the ſervice muſt ſuffer, the deareſt intereſts of the Company; f 
muſt be endangered, by the continuance of theſe unſeemly 4 
putes in the Council: it was allowed, on the other hand, that the 


propoſal of his Lordſhip.* would be the means of effecting ſo 41 
able an event, a8 a reconciliation of the unhappy. differences i in 


a opinion, which had but too long already prevailed among the 
* members of Government (n).” To what then attribute the un- 
handſome, the obſtinate rejection of this candid propoſal ? | For ; 
They did reject it. 8 The ice. of Ly Company was not then the | 


(m) Ses ibid, fol. 370. The Author of the Caſe accuſes Lord Pigot of having 


totally “ diſregarded the ſuperintending juriſdiction of the Council of India.” Both 
on this occaſion and on the ſubſequent ones of ſuſpenſion, He would have had all 


referred to the deciſion of © the Supreme Council of India.” Let Him turn to the 


| & of Parliament which created the Council of Bengal. He will not. find there 


any mention of“ tb Council of India the Supreme Council of Indi e the 
t Supreme Council.” It is a creature of the man's own imagination. The act 


. created a Council of one ſingle Preſidency : to this Council it gave no kind of au- | 


thority + over. the other Preſidencies, except in the ſole caſe of making treaties, war 
or peace, under certain circumſtances, with the Indian Princes, © Lord Pigot mult ' 
have been mad to refer diſputes to them which they were not competent to decide; 
and which, it will appear at f proper time, Lord Pigot had yur” menen 
poſe one, at leaſt, of that Council had fomented. * 
(e) Mr. Floyer's Minute, fol, 371. : 1 
Iu | obje 


«#7 » Is 


* j : ab. 4 45% +: Il 
* * > 2 2 2 — 
1 als x ©. 
J „ . 
* 7 » A Py 
* - 4 


* "#4 - 


DEreNCE or. "Baba 210 0% 


object of the fadion: 70 Mr. Stratton; and his adherents; then; no- Py (2M i I 
event could e leſs deũrable fn a Rr * N 3 
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| | ALE © be Oar x | 
” Fax from Dt to this overture Hy A 0 liſtening to the Meſſrs, Strat- 
language of reconciliation, the Majority delivered a Minute, which, Brooke fign 
ſo. far as it is intelligible, amounts to an open renunciation of eyery 3 


palliative, every meaſure that could tend to a' reconciliation.; rectiog omg 
o ſign t 


which contains a clear declaration that they had a right to com- inſtructions 
mand the Prefident ; and, in caſe of his daring to diſobey their Se 
high beheſts, they declare their Selves authoriſed virtually to ſuſ- | . 
pend Him (p),——* We call on the | Prefident—theſe, are theit — k 
_ words—** to direct that the Secretary ſhould ſign. the Letters to 2 
Colonel Stuart, and Lieutenant · Colonel Harpur; and, on his: 
0 refuſal to give ſuch directions, Me, the Majority, do look upon 
© our Selves as authoriſed fo order { him to do ſo (g). Here then the 
queſtion was brought. to an iſſue, not by Lord Pigot, but by the 
Fattion: The exerciſe of a negative power could never have 
brought it to an iſſue: Nothing leſs could bring it to an iſſue than 
the exerciſe of a poſitive power. If, therefore, by the deciſion. of 
this queſtion, © the conſtitution was overturned! as in truth it WE 
was —* the very exiſtence of the ſettlement riſked”—as-in truth 3 
too it was — not to Lord Pigot, but to the Faction of Seven, let due 
thanks be returned. To have obeyed this call of Mr. Stratton and 
his adherents: to have yielded that to the tone of uſurped autho- 


m_ which He had refuſed to 4 more _ n of requeſt „ 


() See al vol, I, fol, eee | | 
(o) In a former Minute We have ſeen them aflign to the Secretary the power: 


peculiar to the Preſident, of putting queſtions In this Minute they attribute to 
their Selves the power, likewiſe peculiar to the Preſident, of giving 'orders to the 


Secretary officiating at the Board, 
(2) It is from the are proceedings the a will loin to a the. 


« þhj;,” and the © Him“ refer : To whom the order of Us the Majority“ is to 
de addreſſed ; and what the perſon ſo ordered was to do. The OTH 40 unex- 


plained by what follows, would be unintelligible. | | - 
. Nn would 
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would here been at once to betray his duty; to give up that power 
which was intruſtad to Him: and, out of mere wantonneſs, to 
cover his Self with all the accumulated ſhame, which could reſult 
from what He muſt then have allowed to have been—a raſb and 
unwarranted claim; an obſtinate and childiſh perſeverance; and 
a weak and womanly conceſſion, Little did thoſe men know of 
the character, of the feelings, of Lord Pigot, who could ſuſpect 
Him to be capable of any thing ſo low, ſo abject. To this inſo- 
lent Call“ of the Faction, his Lordſhip calmly replied, that He 
« evould: not give the orders to the Secretary.” On his Lordſhip's re- 
fuſal the Faction had declared their Selves to be authoriſed to give 
them. What they declared their Selves authoriſed to do they 
did (r). A letter was written to the Secretary, directing Him to 
fign the Inſtructions and Letter, by order of Council (e): and fend 
them to Colonel Stuart. This Letter to the Secretary was _ 
by Meflrs. Stratton and Brooke * | 


Jo ſtop here will be allowed, even by the Faction, to have been 
impoſſible. Had both the officers, to whom the orders were addreſſed, 

been in the garriſon of Fort St. George: had it been lere that the 
orders and inſtructions given to them were to operate; perhaps his 
Lordſhip might have ſuffered all the Faction of Seven to have ſigned 
the letter. He might then have warned the officers not to obey an 
order, which, upon the face of it, was not a legal order; not an or- 
der of the Prefident and Council. Had the officers diſregarded this 
warning, He might have put them under arreſt; and left it to his con- 
ſtituents to puniſh—as, no doubt, they would have puniſhed, as, 


(r) They ſpake; and, to confirm their words, outflew 

Numbers of blackeſt pens, drawn from the Herns 

Of wiſeſt ſcribes, &c. 
(s) It is boldly aſſerted (Original Papers, folio 58) that this paper was directed 
| tobe ſigned by © order of the Preſident and Council.” — What faith can We have 
in relations that ſo-groſsly miſ-ſtate circumſtances, which the writer had the means. 
of authenticating z which were not to be vouched only by reports of ſecret con- 
ferences ; of manuſcripts in poſſeſſion of the Nabob.. 

(t) See Papers, vol. I. folio 370373. 


NO 
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no doubt, they will yet puniſh—this daring breach of their conſti= 
tution. But this was not the caſe : one of the officers was at Tan- 
Jore; at Tanjore it was theſe orders and inſtructions were to ope- 
rate. His Lordſhip, therefore, ſaw his Self reduced to the neceſ- 
ſity of ſtopping the buſineſs in that ſtage. As ſoon therefore as the 
letter to the Secretary had been ſigned by Mefirs. Stratton and 
Brooke, his Lordſhip took it; “ and taking notice to the Council 
« of the frequent times he had entreated them not to carry this 
matter farther, but to wait th determination of the Court of Di- _- 
* rectors, declared he would ſtop it where it now was.” He re- | 
moved the letter from the quire; folded it up; put it in his 
pocket; and, being prepared for all probable events (a), produced 
a written charge againſt Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke for being 
« puilty of an act ſubverſive of the authority of government, and 
« tending to introduce anarchy, in the ſigning orders to the Secre- | 
« tary, to give inſtructions to Colonel Stuart, which had not been 
_ © approved and paſſed by the Preſident and Council.” The Gentle» 
men againſt whom this charge was produced, not admitting it 
to be a charge; and, therefore, refuſing to give any anſwer to it, 
were ſuſpended (x). | 


Oreat indeed has been the clamor which this fafpenfion has ex- This ry 
cited. Men who have but an imperfect idea of the point on which itself 
it turned ; who have not gradually purſued the ſteps which led to 
it; who have not ſeen the neceſſity which enforced it; may well 
have been alarmed. The great objection We have already removed. 
Already have We proved, that the Preſident is one, and the Coun- 
cil the other, conſtituent parts of the Government of Fort St. 
George; that each has a negative upon the proceedings of the 
other; that neither is competent to do a poſitive act of Govern- 
ment without the concurrence of the other. Already have We 


(a) And the Reader will recollect, that Minutes delivered by the Faction tro : 
days before rendered this event probable, T | | 
(#) See Papers, vol. I. folio 373 —375. Ibid, folio 587. Narrative folio 7» 8. 


1 Nun 2 ſeen, 
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ſeen, on the one hand, the conciliatory plans holden out by Lord 2 
Pigot; the condition on which, in this inſtance, He would have 
waved the exerciſe of His negative power; His repeated requeſt to 
refer the deciſion of his claim of a negative power to the only com- 
petent judge; to the Court of Directors; He promiſed mean while 
not to exert this power, unleſs on eccaſions of ſtrict neceſſity, till 
that deciſion could be known. On the other hand, We have ſeen 
the ſullenneſs with which every overture to a reconciliation was re- 
jected by the major part of the Council; the headſtrong obſtinacy, . 

th 75 with which they determined to bring the matter to an immediate 

1 iſſue, on a point where no ill conſequences could poſſibly ariſe from 

delay. From theſe premiſes, theſe ſeem to be the general conclu- 
ſions: that whatever confuſion may have ariſen from this preci- 
pitate and raſh aſſumption of all the powers of Government to a 
part of the Council, is to be ſolely attributed to the faction of Seven: 
hat this aſſumption of all the powers of Government was a breach 
of the conſtitution : from whence it muſt likewiſefollow, that Meſſrs. 
Stratton and Brooke were—as the'charge ſtates them to have been— 
e guilty of an a#”_ ſubverſive of the authority of Government; 
and tending © to introduce anarchy.“ The faction of Seven had 
declared it as their opinion, that the Council, or a Majority of 
the Council, might by their ſole authority, and without the con- 
curtrrence of the Preſident, do poſitive acts of Government, to 
Which, by their ſole authority, and without the concurrence of 5 
the Preſident, they were not competent: this opinion was repug- 
nant to the Conſtitution, tended to ſubvert the authority of Go- 
vernment ; but ſo long as it remained matter of opinion, couched 
only on the Minutes of the Council, not divulged among the in- 
ferior ſervants of the Company, they were exempted, by the neceſ- 
ſary. freedom of debate, from all puniſhment, The faction of 
Seven had declared, that the Council, or a Majority of Council, by 
their fole authority, without the ſanction of the Preſident, had a 
right to iſſue orders to officers, which, without the ſanction of the 
Preſident, thoſe officers could not legally obey. 


This opinion 
tended 


berkNes or LOAD reo. 


bende introduce anarchy: but: ill, fo long as it remained niat- 


ter of opinion, couched only on the Minutes of the Council, not 


divulged among the inferior ſervants of the Company, they were, 


by the neceſſary freedom of debate, exempted from puniſhment. 


But Meſſieurs Stratton and Brooke went farther. By actually ſgu- 
ing the letter to the Secretary, they divulged theſe opinions among 
the inferior ſervants of the Company; they carried theſe opinions 
into practice: they did ads ſubverſive of the authority of Govern- 
ment; tending to introduce anarchy, Theſe acts were done deli- 
berately; with a manifeſt and avowed deſign of ſubverting, what 


We have, I think, proved to be, the Conſtitution; of: depriving one 


of the conſtituent parts of the Government of, what We have, I 


think, proved to be, his legal power. Theſe premiſes admitted— 


and I do not aſk the Reader to admit, but from a conviction that I 


have proved them —it will follow, that ſuſpenſion, during the plea - 


ſure of the Company, was a puniſhment neither exceſſive nor 


illegal. 
If the puniſhment be illegal, the illegality muſt ariſe from cir- 
cumſtances; either the fact charged was not proved; or a proper 
time was not given to anſwer; or the uſual courſe of proceedings 
was violated or neglected: . 


That the fact with which they were charged, the ſigning of the 
letter to the Secretary, was fully proved, will not be denied, 
even by the culprits. Before it was carried into execution their 


deſign was announced. It was carried into execution publicly, at 
the Board, in the preſence of all but two of the members, who 
were then at the Preſidency. Even now the cunprity' avow it; boaſt . 


of it; glory in it. 


'That to a charge, thus clearly proved, any time ſhould be given 
to anſwer, was not required, either by the orders of the Company, 2 
or by the practice of the Board. This I aſſert boldly, without re- 


ſerve 


Nor was it 


rendered ille- - 
gal by cir- 
. 8 


The charge 
Was fully* 


proved. . 


No time was + 
required to 
wer it. 


* 
* | Yet. 
. 
= * 
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| ſerve or qualification. The authority of Meſſrs. Stratton and 


Brooke and, on this occafion, better authority cannot be aſked— 
ſhall ſupport my aſſertion. Let the Reader caſt his eye on the Ap- 
pendix (5). There He will ſee that a Mr. John Macpherſon, a ſervant 
of the Company, was brought before the Board to anſwer to a charge 
of having carried on intrigues at the Durbar; of having acted upon 
principles, and concurred in tranſactions, de ſtructive to the welfare 
of the Company; at a time when He either was employed, or was 
applying to be employed, in the ſervice of the Company (2). This 
charge was ſupported by a ** ſhort memorial of ſervices rendered to 
his Highneſs-: they conſiſted in viſits made, conferrences holden, 


: propoſals tendered, preſents offered, to the then Britiſh Miniſtry ; 


of letters written in the public Papers; prints of the Nabob, and 
copies of a hiſtory, in red characters, printed and diſperſed at a great 
expence; perilous voyages; difficult negociations. This memo- 
rial, as the Reader may ſee, Mr. Macpherſon neither avowed di- 
realy, nor directly or indirectly diſavowed. His refuſal to give a 
direct negative to the charge the Board conſidered, and, I think, 
very properly, as an implied avowal. They took him pro confitente 

Reo and pronounced the ſentence of diſmiſſion, not of a temporary 
ſuſpenſion but of an abſolute diſmiſſion, from the ſervice of the Com- 
pany. This very objetion—that time ſhould be given to Mr, 
Macpherſon to anſwer this charge—was taken, and, as the Reader 
may ſee, over-ruled. Becauſe © they were ſatisfied that Mr. Mac- 
« pherſon was the author of the Paper delivered at the Board.“ 


They thought the peculiar circumſtances of the Caſe and the cri- 


« tical ſituation of affairs, not only rendered ſuch an example ne- 


40 « ceſſary, but juſtified the manner of doing it.“ Such, the Reader 


65 Letter I. folio 48—50. 
(xz) If I am not miſinformed, the Gentleman=—=was then a Purſer, that is a 


ſervant of great truſt and confidence, His anſwer therefore, that he was not then 


in the ſervice of the 3 meant 0 that he was not chen in their ſervice as 
E Writer. 5 | e 


will 
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will ſee, was the opinion delivered by Medlrs, Stratton, Brooke, 


Jourdan and Mackay. Mr. Stratton, the Reader will obſerve, wenn 


farther ; He was not only of opinion, that time to make his defence 


| ſhould be allowed to the party accuſed in thoſe cauſes alane, where. 


a charge is wanted to be proved'”—ſo He expreſſes ii. but even 


that right He will not allow to depend upon the paragraph of the 


printed regulations to Bengal 3 becauſe, ſays He, I do not look 
on them as any ways binding on Us (a).“ It is not therefore upon 


this ground, that the faction could proteſt againſt the ſuſpenſion. 
They were judged by a precedent their Selves had confirmed; by 


a law their Selves had recognized and applied (5). 


The ſuſpenſion was a regular, legal act of the whole Board: that 


is, of all the members preſent at the Board, having a right to vote. 
The queſtion was put by the Preſident; that was regular and legal: 

the votes of all the members preſent, who had a right to vote, were 
taken; that was regular and legal: upon caſting up the votes it 
appeared that They were equal, four to four; beſides His vote, 


() See as above. Vet, whenever they can be turned again/t Lord Pizet, Mr. 
Stratton and his adherents conceive, that orders confined to Bengal are binding at: 
Madraſs; that proceedings of the Board at Bengal, reported on memory, are pre- 
cedents at Madrafs; nay that the opinion of a Fa at Bengal is à rule of 
conduct to the Prefident at Madraſs. 

() Add, that they refuſed: to conſider the 8 as a s refuſed to to» 
anſwer to it. And this, by the way, anſwers another objection. In the Minutes 


taken from recollection it is ſtated, that a motion for adjournment. was regularly 4 


made and ſeconded, From the confufion which prevailed on the production of this 
unexpected charge, from the agitation of the different members, it was not per- 
haps eaſy to know whether ſuch a motion was regularly made and ſeconded, It is. 
certain it was not put to the queſtion, It is certain that Mackay, Jourdan, &c. 
voted on the queſtion which the Preſident did put, When it was propoſed: 
to Mr, Stratton to adjourn, in order to give Him and Mr. Brooke time to anſwer: 
the charge, He (aid * He did not conſider it as a charge ; and that © it did not 
deſerve any anſwer,” It is obvious, that the putting the queſtion for an adjourn= 
ment would have made no alteration in the events of the day, The Majority 
of what was then the Board would have carried both queſtions as eaſily as one: 
Till the charge was either anſwered of withdrawn, Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke 
were not members of the Board; were as incompetent to vote on an adjournment, as 
on any other queſtion. (See Mr, Dalrymple's Account, folio 23, 240. 


The fuſpen- | 
fion a repu- 
lar act of the 


Whole Board 
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© "then; the Preſident gave—and defired that it might be nt that 
He gave—his caſting vote; that too was regular and legal. The 

members preſent in the Room were, the Preſident, Meſſrs. Stratton, 
Brooke, Ruſſell, Dalrymple, Floyer, Stone, Palmer, Jourdan and 

Mackay: in all they were ten: two of the ten were parties ac- 

1 cuſed: by the ſtanding orders of the Company they could not vote (e). 

: | From them, therefore, the Secretary was ordered to take no vote. 
The Board then was reduced to eight. Of theſe, four voted againſt 
the ſuſpenſion (4); four others for it (e). The caſting voice of 
the Preſident decided in favour of the ſuſpenſion. All this I con- 
ceive was legal and regular. That Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke were 
deprived of votes, to which they had a legal right, cannot be con- 
tended, without declaring the ſtanding orders of the Company to 

be null and void, as though they had never been.“ —It was an. 
act then of tie whole Board. For the Board conſiſted only of the 
ejght remaiping members. All voted who had a right to vote: 
none voted but thoſe who had that right. The Preſident had ſurely a 
right to vote, It has indeed been diſputed; but upon what 
grounds ? Becauſe the charge was made by Him. But it was not 
in his individual, it was in his official capacity. The charge was 
not of per/onal injuries, but of public miſdemeanors : not of private, 
but of public wrong. To what political ſociety, will theſe men 
2 have recourſe for a precedent to deprive the Governor of his vote 
| on ſuch a charge as this? Were the members, who brought 
the charges againſt Mr. Wilkes in] the Houſe of Lords, or in the 
Houſe of Commons, precluded from voting on the queſtion ? Mr, 


(e) Standing Orders, folio 19. « If a charge be againſt any of the Council at the 
Fort, in all ſuch Caſes, during the examination, the party concerned are not to 
« ſit in Council, But if any charge be againſt the Agent” (fo the Preſident or Go- 
vernor was then ſtiled) 6 that it be exhibited alſo to the Council, and examinedand 
« a copy thereof ſent Us with the whole proceedings thereupon ; that Ve may give 
% You neceſſary orders therein,” See Narrative, folio 36, 
(a) Meſſrs, Floyer, Palmer, Jourdan, and Mackay, 
) Lord Pigot, Meſſrs. Ruſſell, Dalrymple, and Stone. 


Wilkes 
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Wilkes has repeatedly moved the houſe to refcind the reſolutions 
againſt him: Has he not conſtantly voted on his own motions? 
The reaſon is obvious. The charges, the motions, were of a pub- 
lic, not of a private, nature. In the intereſt of the public 88 in- 
tereſt of the e N was abſorbed. | 1 DIFO 


It has beek urged as a formidable 1 hjctis, that two perſons 
were included in one and the ſame charge. But can this vitiate 
the proceedings ? Look to the practice of the criminal courts in 
England. In no courts is ſo much tenderneſs ſhewn to culprits, 
If two or more perſons are accuſed of the ſame act of treaſon, are 
they not included in one indictment? If two or more perſons are 
accuſed as principals in the commiſſion of the fame murder; of 
writing and publiſhing the ſame libel; are they not included in 
one and the ſame inditment? In the caſe before us both were 
guilty of the ſame identical offence; thete was not the minuteſt 


variation of ' circumſtance. - To include them in one and the ſame. 


charge apprars then to be very regular, Whether it was ſo perfect- 
Iy regular to put one queſtion upon both, I will not take upon me 
to determine. I know of no precedent in the records of Fort St. 


George. But neither do I know of any precedent of any two per- 


ſons landing exactly in the ſame predicament as Meflre, Stratton 
and Brooke. And this I will take upon me to obſerve, that whe- 
ther the queſtion had been put upon each fingly, or upon both 
together, was a circumſtance which neither did, nor could, make 
the minuteſt alteration in the event of the queſtions. It was not 


here, as in our courts of criminal juſtice. Here was'no jury to 


challenge. That advantage then they could not loſe. In the fact 
committed there was not the minuteſt variation of circumſtances, 
Both were equally culpable, or equally innocent. Here were no 
witneſſes to examine in favour of one or of the other. Here then 
no advantage was loſt. Had the queſtion been put on Mr. Stratton 
ſingly, Mr. Brooke could not have voted upon it: He ſtood ac- 
cuſed of the ſame miſdemeanor ;. was included in the ſame charge. 
+ O o | | To 
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To have voted on the queſtion in favour, of Me. Stratton, would 
have been to vote in exculpation of his Self. Change their places; 


1 


Mr. Brocke in the place of Mr. Stratton, and to Mr. Stratton 
ſame arguments apply. This would have been children's play. 
No man has yet pointed out another method by which this faction 
could be broken; by which men, who illegally deprived one con- 
ſtituent part of the government of his conſtitutional rights; who 
illegally aſſumed all the entire powers of government to their 
Selves.; could have been reduced to order; replaced in that ſitua» 
tion in which, by the Conſtitution, they ought to ſtand. If to a 
meaſure which tended to effect an event ſo deſirable and impor- 
tant, no greater objection can be made, than the non-obſervance 
of a doubtful point of order, the candid reader will, I am per- 
ſuaded, allow that meaſure to have been very defenſible, 


The ſame moderation which his Lordſhip had maintained in the 
beginning of theſe diſputes, after this neceſſary act of vigour he re- 
ſumed. Beſide thoſe who had been preſent at the vote of ſuſpenſion, 
there were two other members of the Board at Madraſs. Sir Robert 
Fletcher and Mr. Lathom, the latter of whom, in conſequence of 
a reſolution of the Board, was lately 'arrived from Cuddalore. 
What their ſentiments would have been on the meaſure which led 
to the vote of ſuſpenſion, was not, at that time, known. Mr, 
Lathom, we may now ſafely affirm, would not have voted for fo 
illegal a meaſure, Sir Robert Fletcher muſt be ſuſpected of ſome- 
thing near akin to want of courage, if thinking a majority of 
Council had, and ought to exert, a right to make an order of 
Council without the concurrence of the Preſident ; if knowing 
that on this memorable day they meant to exert that right ; He did 
not come and give them his perſonal ſupport. Ill as he was, he aſſiſt- 
ed at the cabals of the Faction: He might then have been brought 
to the Council: that he was not brought there was, at the time, a 
preſumption that he did not think the meaſure legal. After the 
vote of ſuſpenſion, the Council adjourned to the next day. Sum- 


mon 
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mons were ſent to all the 2 ing members at the Fort; five oaks * 


N 
* * 


attended (7). The others, inſtead of attending, thought fit to ſend 


a paper, purporting to be a proteſt. It was ſigned. by the five ab- 


ſent members who had been ſummoned (g); and likewiſe by the 
ſuſpended members, Stratton and Brooke. It was addreſſed to 


Lord Pigot, Preſident, &c. Claud Ruſſell, Alexander Dalrymple, 
and John Maxwell Stone, Eſquires, of Council at Fort St. George. 
Mr. Lathom's name, though inſerted in the ſummons, was omitted 


in their addreſs (4), After cenſuring in an illiberal, ungentle- 


manly ſtile, the proceedings upon record at the two laſt meetings, 
they declare: We the Majority of the Board do confider ourſelves 
* as the only legal repreſentatives of the honourable Company, under 


* this Preſidency, and as ſuch we have no doubt but all the en 4 | 


« the e will regard ut (i). 


This now is the ſecond ſolemn act by which the Faction of "MK 
did that, of which they have falſely accuſed Lord Pigot, but which 


The Preſident, Meſſrs. Ruſſell, Dalrymple, Stone, and. Lathom. 

(e) Fletcher, Floyer, Palmer, Jourdan, Mackay. 

(5) This omiſſion, we may ſafely pronounce, was not xccidental.” It was clearly 
intended to convey an inſinuation that, even without the two ſuſpended members, 
the faction had ſtill a majority, Had his name been inſerted, the majority was as 
clearly on the other fide; ſuppoſing this ſuſpenſion to be, what I think we have 
proved it to be, legal, The numbers on the vote of ſuſpenſion we have ſeen 
ſtood thus : | | e 


For the Queſtion. _ Againſt it. ' Abſent members. 
Lord Pigot, , Meſſrs, Floyer, Sir Robert Fletcher, 
Meſlrs, Ruſſell, | Palmer, Mr. Lathom. 
Dalrymple, | Jourdan, gel 
Stone, Mackay, 


If Sir Robert Fletcher, who was not preſent that day in conſultation, was a part of the 
Government ; ſo was Mr. Lathom; and then the caſting vote of the Preſident 
turned the ſcale, and gave a decifive 'majority againſt the members of. the faction 
who remained of the Board, 

(i) See Papers, vol, I, folio 377, 218, and folio 588. Narrative, folio 9g. There 


is a variation in the three copies of this proteſt. The word only ſtands in the 


Narrative, and in the ſecond, but not in the firſt, copy referred to in the Papers. 
+Oo 2 | his 
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bis Lordſhip never did : it is the ſeconid ſolemn act, by which they 


uſurped to their Selves all the powers of government. By this de- 
claration they virtually ſuſpended Lord Pigot, and four other mem- 


bers of the Board: one of whom had aſſiſted at no act of govern- 


ment; had given no official opinion ſince his arrival. —Had Lord 


Pigot been that man of violence, which it has pleaſed his enemies 
to repreſent him,' what would have been his conduct at receiving, 


by the hands of a Notary Public, in his official capacity, a paper de- 


claring the legal government to be diſſolved; avowing the powers of 


government to be ſeized into the hands of uſurpers? If the Com- 


pany have any reproach to make his Lordſhip, it is, perhaps, that, 
on this occaſion, he did not-exert a little more of that, which the 


faction would call violence, which others would deem neceſ- 


ſary vigour. But, unwilling to proceed to extremity; inclined 


to give the unſuſpended members of the faction time to reflect, 


neither did his Lordihip propoſe, nor did the Board Torn, any re- 
+. ſolution on this extraordinary paper (4). | | 


Aug. 23, at 
ſour o'clock 
in the aſter- 
noon. 
Suſpenſion of 
four other 
members ; 
and arreſt of 
Sir Robert 
Fletcher, 


At four o'clock (/) in the afternoon, at the deſire of the Preſi- 
dent, the Council aſſembled again. The members of the faction 
had now thrown off the maſk. The ſtandard of revolt was pub- 
licly ſet up. Not contented with ſending this indecent proteſt to the 
Preſident, the ſame public Notary had been directed to diſtribute 
copies of it to the Commanders of his Majeſty's ſhips ; to the Cap- 
tain of the London in the ſervice of the Company; to the Secre- 
taries of the Board: to the Town Major; to the Officers of the Main 


Guard. To attempt to prove this to be an aſſumption of all the 


powers of government, civil and military; to be an act which tend- 


ed to excite mutiny and ſedition ; would be a waſte of time, and a 


miſapplication of argument. It ſpeaks for it Self, No language can 
enforce it. What act can come within this deſcription, if it be 


(4) See Narrative, folio 9, 10. 


(“) The reader will hereafter ſee why we are fo n in marking the hour of 
this ms; It is of conſequence, 


not 
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not that act, which, in dicect and poſitive terms, commands the 
ſervants, and officers, and ſoldiers, of the Company no longer to 
obey the orders of the legal Government, the Preſident, and Coun- 

cil; , whom and whom only, by their Commiſſions, They were 
bounden to obey ? Which commands Them to obey the orders 
of Uſurpers; of a part of the Council; in whom, detached from 
the Prefident, neither the general Commiſſion of Government, 
nor the particular Commiſſions of the officers, ſuppoſe any power 
to give orders. To have left this act bnnoticed or unpuniſhed, 
would have been effectually to refign the Government into the 
hands of the Uſurpers. It was therefore reſolved to ſuſpend Meſſcs. 
Floyer, Palmer, Jourdan, and Mackay, from the ſervice of the 
Company, till the pleaſure of the Company ſhould be known. It 
was farther reſolved, that Sir Robert Fletcher, being a military 


officer, ſhould be immediately ordered into arreſt. And the com 


mand of the troops was given to Colonel Stuart (m). 


We muſt again recall to the reader's attention what We have 
before remarked. The legality of theſe vigorous meaſures will de- 
pend upon theſe plain and ſimple queſtions: “By the Conſtitution 
« of Government, 1s the Preſident, or is He not, inveſted, with 
« the power of putting a negative upon every act of Government?“ 


Legality and' 


neceſſity o 


this meaſure... 


Has the Council, or has it not, the power of doing an act of 


« Government without the concurrence of the Preſident ?” To 


both theſe queſtions We have already given plain and direct an- 
ſwers. We have, I think, proved the negative. power of the Pre- 
ſident: We have, I think, proved that, without the concurrence. 
of the Preſident, the Council has no power to do acts of Go- 
vernment. This proved, it follows, that attempts to deprive the 


(in) See Papers, vol. i. fol. 3779——385, and 588—598. On this occaſion the 
two Secretaries entered a Minute, in which, after reciting the very order of the 
Company of gth March, 1702, which the faction had cited for a contrary purpoſe; 
and a part of the Commiſſion of Lord Pigot, they declare it © to be their duty to 

act under the orders of the Council aſſembled by the Preſident,” | 


Preſident: 
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preſident of his negative power; to aſſume all the powers of Go» 
vernment to a part only of the Council, independently and exclu- 
ſively of the Prefident : that attempts to withdraw the officers and 
ſoldiers from their obedience to the Governor and Council; are 
acts ſubverſive of Government; tend to introduce anarchy and 
confuſion; to excite mutiny and ſedition. Theſe vigorous meaſures 
were therefore legal. But though legal they were violent. Violent! 
Was it violent to ſuſpend the civil ſervants of the Company, who - 
ſubverted the conſtitution of the Company's Government? Was it 
violent to order an officer, who excited mutiny and ſedition, to 
appear before the tribunal appointed by law for the cognizance of 
offences committed by officers ? It was an act of vigour, but ſurely 
not of violence. But ſuppoſe, for the ſake of argument, it were 
an act of Viola to whom muſt the blame be imputed? Who 
brought the conteſt to an iſſue? We have ſeen: it was the faction. 
Lord Pigot did nothing: He refuſed only to act. The faction 
acted. The faction ſigned the letter. That brought on the ſuſ- 
penſion of Stratton and Brooke. The faction ſigned the proteſt, 
diſperſed the proteſt. That brought on the ſuſpenſion of the 
others and the arreſt of Fletcher. It is ſtrange, that the blame 
« of theſe proceedings ſhould be thrown on the man who was 
« only afferting his legal right;“ —and that only to a negative 
power, —* which He could not give up without a breach of truſt to 
« his Employers (n).“ In a word the remedy was ſtrong; was, if 
you will, violent. But it was legal: but it was neceſſary, No 


medium was left. No man, not the ſevereſt cenſurer of Lord Pigot, + 


has been able to point out any other poſſible mode of breaking the 
tyranny of the faction. It was legal, it was neceſſary, to ſuſ- 
pend from the Government, * thoſe who had overturned all law, 
* and all Government (x) :” to ſend to the tribunal of a martial 


() See Caſe, fol, 12. This is the only time I have been able to quote the Caſe 
without cenſuring. I ſhould apologize to the reader for having quoted it ſo often. 
I did it for the ſame reaſon I mentioned the hand-bills: like them the thing was 
made to circulate : it was ſhort ; the price ſmall; the miſrepreſentations artful ; the 
— aſſertions bold: and yet, like the wrappers of other poiſons, its title was fair, and 
it affected candour, | 


Court 


* 
* 
= 


= 
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Court an officer who had vitlated martial law. But again, I: ter 0 
peat it boldly, this was was an occaſion where forms, and regular 
order, might have been diſregarded. Moments there are in all 


Governments when a good and a virtuous adminiſtration muſt diſ- 


regard them. It has been excellently ſaid of a Miniſter, and may 
with equal truth be applied to a Governor: * He ſhould be a bold 


« man ; à man who would have been a fuccefe Tful . had not his vir 
t tues made him a Patriot %).“ tha | 


The events We are to relate in the next Section may perhaps 
make us regret, that to the vigour and firmneſs, which characteriſe 
the great mind, his Lordſhip did not add a little of that cold, cau- 
tious ſuſpicion, which enter into the compoſition of minds more 
vulgar. They rarely meet in one breaſt. Yet happy would it have 
been for his Lordſhip, happy for his SOPs had * met 
in Him. 


(.) See a Letter to Mr, Burke, ſecond edit. p. 43. 
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EIS Section e very ſhort. It will conſiſt of little 

elſe than a plain and brief ſtate of facts. I ſhall ſcarcely 
allow my Self to argue upon them. To argue here would be to 
accuſe. And neither my talents, nor my inclination, have fitted 
Me for the taſk of an accuſer. * In cauſis, judiciiſque publicis ita 
ec vellem verſari, ut defenderem multos, læderem neminem; nun- 
1 quam, niſi invits voluntate, ad accuſandum deſcenderem (a). 


I would not touch upon the ſubje&, could the Defence of Lord 
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gal. 
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Before Lord Pigot had met the firſt Council, after the ſuſ- 
penſion of Meſſrs. Stratton and Brooke, the faction of Seven 
were aſſembled in what They choſe to call, A Conſulta- 
tion. Here it was They agreed upon the form of the Proteſt, 
reſolved to ſend it by a Notary Public, in his official capacity, 
to Lord Pigot, Sc. (5) and digeſted a letter to be ſent to Bengal. 
In this letter They vaunt their own unmerited moderation ; tremble 


at the public danger impending over the ſettlement from the con- 


« duct of Lord Pigot: announce their reſolution not to act with 
Him, and, what They call, the Minority of the Board; but “ to 
* claim Meir rights“ — that is, the excluſive right of Government 
of the ſervants of the Company:“ „call on the Council of 
« Bengal for their aſſiſtance and ſupport ;” and finiſh by “ /uppo/ing 
« his Lordſhip to be actuated by private views; and not rom any 


e public motives (c).“ 


(a) Cicero in Q. Cæcilium. Divinatio, 
; (b) So it ſtands upon the Minutes. Who were meant to be included under this 
convenient Sc.? The officers of the main- guard among others, 
(c) See Papers, vol, i. fol, 385— 389. 
> The 
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The plot advanced with haſty ſtrides to its completiod.: Early ck, "= 


in the afternoon the faction aſſembled again. What They weis che afer- 


before, They beſt can tell. Now, ſenſible of the public danger, pre” 3 


They ** form their Selves into 6 Corncil:” determine, * that the the fort, . 


* fortreſs and garriſon of Fott St. George thall be in tlleir hands, [ie rig 
and under heir commands: declare it“ to be their duty to arreſt 
« the perſon of Lord Pigot: ** confer the command of the army 
and of the garriſon (d) on Colonel Stuart ;” order, © inſtruct, and 
« impower, Him to take ſuch meaſures as to Him ſhall appear 
4 proper, to place the Fort, Garriſon, and Fort-houſe under their 
„command: * farther order and dineũ Him, if He ſees it neceſſary, 
or in caſe of reſiſtance to their orders, to arreſt the perſon of Lord 
« Pigot, or of any other perſon who ſhall obſtrut Him (Colonel 
« Stuart) in the execution of theſe their orders: „ order all the 
Company's ſervants, civil and military, and all perſons who 
< live under the protection of th Government, to give the ſaid 
Colonel James Stuart, every affiſtance and ſupport: for which 
They declared © this reſolution to be his and their warrant” In 
the ſtile of a warrant this-reſalution-is-« given under their hands, 
« Madraſs, the 23d Auguſt, 1776, ar 3 d cloct P. M. (e).“ This 
preciſion in the date of the order is important. For thoſe who 
have attempted to defend this a@ of rebellion, have aſked with a 
grave and pitiful face What could the poor men do? Lord Pigot 
had actually ſuſpended all the members of the Majority: Lord Pi- 
got had actually ordered one of them into confinement : ordered Him 
to be tried for a capital offence. Nay, one man goes farther He 
ſays Lord Pigot had ordered 8ir Robert Fletcher to be murthered; 
to be aſſaſſinated : His Self an officer,” ſpeaks of murther and'a 
trial by a Court Martial, as of 8 terms: n in 


= 


(Hifleppaling them to have been #4 legal government, their firſt act was a' vie- 
lation of the Company's inſtructions. The army and garriſon ſhould be in ſepa- 


rate hands, Upon Stratton, * He been the "oo Preſident, the e of 
tho garriſon devolved, | | 


(c) See Papers, vol. i, fol, 290, 397. 3 EY 
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cer” conſiders a trial by & 
105 Court Martial t as an affaffination, clothed in the robes of juſ- 
©. tice (/)“. Vet after all it comes out, that the legal order for the 
©» ſuſpenſionof F loyer, &c. the legal order for thearreſt of Sir Robert 
Fletcher, wat not given when the faction ſigned their illegal war- 
rant for the ſeizure of the Fort: for the arreſt of the Governor. 
The warrant of the faction was ſigned at three. The Council of 
Lord Pigot did not meet till ur. Was not this warrant, then, 
even upon their own ſhe wing, more than an act tending to excite mu- 
tiny and ſedition? Was it not itſelf an ac of the ol AY mu- 
tin 7 of the _ An n oh 


- 


— 
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| The eaten Tin vieh theſe hou die We "I dſerved the a 0 bad 


hurried into 


this meaſure given little proof of that bold and manly ſpirit, which, as it is di- 


- by the No- | rected, forms the great citizen, or the ſucceſsful villain, They 


ſared them of had no ſcruples againſt revolting : if rebellion lay in their way, 
they were ready enough to pick it up. The mouth watered ; and 
the eye gliſtened at the fight of the golden prize; but they wind 
pith and nerve to encounter the dragon, who guarded the power of 
Government. Some foreign impulſe then, ſome extraneous power, 
' muſt-have hurried them all at once ſo much beyond their character. 
This impulſe I will boldly aſſert was given by the Nader was in- 
pen by his aſſurances of 1 Pam from — 


Proofs of u That the Nabob had long carried on intrigues at Bengal We may 
prove from the mouth of faction itſelf. From them We may learn 
the character of the Nabob: the character and diſpoſitions of the 
principal perſons in His family. The Nabob has two ſons; the 

eldeſt is repreſented as a man of parts ; but trained in the ſchool 
of adverſity, moderate and affable. With no other ambition than 

to preſerve his poſſeſſions and heritage, he ſecs and values the ad- 
vantages of the connection between the Carnatic and the Company. 


(F) See Caſe, folio 26, 27. 
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The ſcond ſon it a man of intrigue, enterpriſe, ods * 154 
defatigable in his purſuits; profuſe in the accompliſhment of then 
He has the troops of his father at his devotion. He formed them 
To Him almoſt every officer owes his promotion. Perfectly ac 
quainted with the foiblcs of his father, he guides Him as He will; 
raiſes at one time his ſuſpicions ; at another excites his ambition 
tempts him one while, by open and daring ſtrides, to ſeize ; at au- 
nother, by ſecret intrigues to acquire; ſuch a degree of power a 
may render him independent of the Company; may tender the 


Company dependent upon him. Attentive to every motion of the 
Company, active to throw obſtructions in their way; He foments 


diviſions in their reſpective Councils; excites diſſenſions between 
their diffetent Governments. - For his intrigues are not confined; to 
Madraſs. They extend to Bengal. Mr. Macpherſon aſſures us They 
have extended to England. In May, 1774, Colonel Macleane 
came from Bengal. He had frequent interviews with the Nabob. 
From the Preſident (Mr. Wynch) He kept the ſubjeets of his con- 
ferences a ſecret. It was however diſcovercd, that the ſcheme then in 
view was to give Tanjore to his ſecond ſon. To induce the mem- 
bers of the Council to co-operate in this plan, at one time he made 


indecent and abuſſve manner. To facilitate His plan, ſoon after the 
arrival of Mr. Haſtings and his Council at Bengal, He diſpatched a 
Mr. James Johnſon, as his Vakeel to the Governor and Council of 
Bengal. Newly arrived, They had not perhaps felt their ground. 


His Ambaſſador did not appear to meet with much encouragement. 
Indefatigable in His purſuits, the Nabob turned his thoughts towards 


England (g). But applying to England (4), 'He did- not give'over 


his intrigues in India. In Bengal thoſe intrigues ſeem to have 
operated. All at once he Mot his mon carried his views, in 


() See extract ts letter from Fort St. Cs: dated 4th July, nf 
(among others) by Meſſrs. Brooke, Palmer, Jourdan, and Mackay, % 
(35) Macleane and Johnſon came to England in July, 1775. 


+Pp 2 1 favour | 


them offers from his Durbar : at another, He treated them in the moſt 


- 


Renter of the Subahſhip of Bengal (i). That he ſtill continued to 


| 3 20. 

Leiter of the 

Nabob to 
Dengal. 
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| fardur of bie ſecond doo, din farther. He propoſed to'name hin | 


bis re in the Carnatic; and to provide ſor his elder ſon, as @ 


eatry on his intrigues at Madraſs fo late as the year 1776: that 
theſe intrigues tended to the detriment of the Company's ſervice : 
that they impeded the execution of the orders for the reſtoration: - 
of the Rajah, we aſſert, on authority equally . incontrovertible (4), 


'With what focceſs theſe perſevering intrigues were attonded at 
- Madrafs; let the facts we have related ſhew. That they had not 


been unſucceſs ful at . the Eg A cpp wth Fortes} 
uri a doubt. | 


On the vey of ne: Lord Pigot laid before the Board the 


ein of a Letter to the Court of Directors, which he propoſed 


to de ſent by the Grenville. It was ordered to lie upon the 


* (1). In this letter the conduct of the Council and the views of 


the Nabob were detailed with an accuracy which alarmed them 
both. From this moment the ruin of Lord Pigot ſeems to have 
been determined. Now: it was that the Nabob and his ſon diſ- 
played their laſt great motive to the faction; urged them to depoſe 


his'Lordſkip, and aſfured them of- what in the event they have 


found—apprabation and ſupport from Bengal. For on the very 
next day, the Nabob wrote, and no doubt communicated to the 


faction, a very remarkable letter to the Governor-general and 


Council (n). In this letter, beſides the complaints we have already 


anſwered, the Nabob produces a new one. He gives an account 


(5) See extract from nal Louie Fan te George, ated 


Nov. 25, 1775. | 
| (4) See the minutes of Stratton, Brooke, Jourdan, and Mackay, in Appendix, 
folio 56, 57. * I 
(1) See Papers, vol. I. folio 355. m—=And the Letter itſelf, vol. II. folio 43—68. | 


(in) See this Letter at length, Papers, vol, I. folio 549— 533 · And ſee alſo his. 
Lordſhip's Anſwer to it in his Letter to the Court of Directors, dated OR, 15, 


1776. The Nabod's Letter gives the true explanation of the minute of Mr, 


Haſtings, | 
of 
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of one Keyrodeen Cawn, whom he: repreſents to be an .* idle, 


« foolith, profligate boy, ſo ſhameleſs, ſo. treacherous, ſo llander-, 
© ous, ſuch a liar, ſo ungrateful, that no words can. deſcribe him. 


To this man, however, thus idle, fooliſh, profligate, thus ſhame- = 
leſs, thus treacherous, thus ſlanderous, thus a liar, thus ungrateful, 


| the Nabob had given his Favourite daughter., The young man, 
deeply involved in debt, was in danger of being ſeized by his, 


_ creditors. - To prevent this dreadful diſgrace, the Nabob humanely 
kept him in his own gardens; So he tells his ſtory. But Lord. 
Pigot (he ſays) inveigled him away ; treated him with politeneſs ;. 
provided him à houſe; furniſhed him with money; appointed 


him a guard; took him in his chaiſe ; and ſhewed him as much 
honour as he could ſhew to the Nabob or his ſons. It is ſtrange 
tbat the Nabob ſhould convert into crimes, the honours beſtowed. 
on his own ſon-in-law. (a). What advantages could accrue to his 


Lordſhip from inveigling, from protecting, from giving houſes and. 
money (o), to a man fo involved in debt? The truth of the caſe 
was this. This Keyrodeen Cawn was indeed involved in debt; but 
that debt was not contracted for his own ſervice. He had lent lis 
name to the Nabob. His creditors grew preſſing, and threatened to 
throw him into goal. That would have led to a diſcovery of the 
fact. To prevent this diſcovery, the Nabob confined him in his gar= 
den at Madraſs; and meant to ſend him a priſoner to Arcot. 
There he would be out of the reach of his creditors ; and the 


Nabob would enjoy the fruits of the fraud. The young man ſuſ- 


pected the defign ; and not being very deſirous of being made a 


ſacrifice-to the avarice of his father-in-law, during the abſence of 
Lord Pigot at Tanjore, he made his caſe known to Mr. Stratton, 


and ſignified his wiſh of eſcaping from the Nabob. This account 


Mr. Stratton tranſmitted to Mr. Dalrymple, deſiring him to com- 


municate it to Lord Pigot, for his Lordſhip's advice. This inveig- 
Er of the Nabob's family gave his advice; He deſired that Mr. 


() Which however he has errand, His Lordſhip ſhewed: bim civilities,, and; 


that was all. 
(e) Which bis Lordſhip never gave. 
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Stratton might by all means diſſuade Keyrodeen Cawh from lewvicg 
the Nabob. In anſwer to this Mr. Stratton, in a letter to Mr. 
Dalrymple, dated 20 April, 1776, ſays : % Yours of the 1 5th r 

i have juſt now received, and You may reft afſured I ſhall do what 
« lies in my power to prevent Keyrodcen Cawn from leaving the 


„ Nabob: I am certain, that He does not want to quarrel with 


« Him, but the matter reſts here.—The Nabob has empowered 
«Him to borrow money of individuals on his account; which He 
« has done to a large amount, Keyrodeen Cawn's creditors are 


: « prefling Him to pay their demands: and threaten. Him with a 


« warrant of execution, arreſt, &. The Nabob is not Ignorant! 
« of this, and to avoid affiſting Him, He puts the man in priſon; 


4 ſeizes on his effects, and declares He will ſend Him a priſoner to 


„ Arcot ; by which He effectually prevents thecreditors from tak- 

© ing lawful means of getting their money: for if They threw 
Him into priſon, the Nabob. to ſave his honour, would pay 
« their demands. This is a true flate of the caſe, as far as I can 
i learn 3" and was not Keyrodeen Cawn's wife (the Nabob's daugh-" 
os ter) dangerouſly ill, I really believe the Nabob would immediately 
put his threats into execution.“ Whether this application to 


Mr. Stratton had been betrayed to the Nabob, or from what 
other motive does not appear: But the young man and his bro- 
thers grew more and more alarmed: they ſuſpected a deſign, de- 
clared their fears, of aſſaſſination. To avoid the impending 
danger, in the month of Auguſt, They fled from the Na- 


bob; and applied to Lord Pigot. His Lordſhip, remembering 


the intelligence He had received from Mr. Stratton, did not 
think it neceſſary to force the young man to return to the Nabob. 


He took, what I conceive the reader will deem, a more honourable. 
line of conduct. He immediately acquainted the Nabob of the 
young man's eſcape; and expreſſed his wiſh to ſee a reconciliation 
between them. This tranſaction the Nabob ſeized at this critical 


moment; dreſt the tale in his own way; tacked it to a repetition of 


his former complaints; repreſented it as a new contrivance to ſhew. 
Lord ge. 8 Ty z a breach of a public agreement; a ſtep 
| that 
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that tended to breed inſolence in others; and to diftreſe Hin ms mar: 5 


terially; tuĩnous to his domeſtic peace, and to his authority. over. 


| his own family. He then aſks them, * whether, without removing. 
Lord Pigot from the Government it is poſſible for. them. to preſerve 


©« the peace and ſecurity of the Carnatic ?” Says, : He. Lord Pigot 


is deſerving of the ſevereſt puniſhment ," ** muſt be duly puniſhed 3 


& has not a doubt that They will remove this perſon from his ee; 


fat They will be ſenfible there is an immediate neceſſity for removing 
t Him from the Government of Madraſt: for this He has the ſame 


<< peliance. on their Juſtice, as He ſhould have in a dark night. on. the 


&© ſun's riſing the neut morning. | Here then the N abob throws off 


the maſk: openly avows the removal of Lord Pigot as the firſt 
great object of his wiſhes; expreſſes that confidence, which could 
only be grounded on what He, at leaſt, conceived to be aſſurances, 


that the Governor and Council of Bengal would co- operate with 


the faction in accompliſhing this object. Let the reader mark the 
ſtile of the letter: let Him recollect the particular moment at 
which it was written: juſt one day after the letter, to be- ſent by 
the Grenville, had been ſubmitted to the Board; juſt two days Se- 
ore the faction brought matters to a crifis, by forcing the Preſident 
either totally to abandon, or, by ſome act of vigour, to aſſert his 
conſtitutional rights; juſt three days before the faction publiſhed 


the proteſt; juſt four days before They put the Governor under 


arreſt. And then let him draw his on concluſions. 


T as it ſhould ſcem then, inſtigated by the Nabob, Ra. 
confirmed by aſſurance of ſupport ® from Bengal, no wonder They 1e 
took courage: no wonder that They ceaſed to ſtart at danger; that 
They reſolved even on the daring meaſure of arreſting the Gover= 
nor within the limits of his command. They were fortunate in 
-another circumſtance. The man who was to execute their orders, 


® See in Original Papers, folio 34,.4 letter from Bengal, dated Auguſt 3, in 
. which are theſe remarkable words: What remains will much depend on the 

« firmneſs and union of the majority of the Council at Madraſs. If they ſhould fer- 
« ſake themſelves, it is moſt like! y we ſhould not commit ala any __ in their 
de cauſe, I ſee ME are intimidated by hard words,” 


fcemy. 


Situation of 
Colonel Stu- 
art, who ſups 
with Lord 
Pigot on the 
evening of 
the 23d of 


Auguſt. 


pF EN CEO Len PICO: 
ſeems to have been peculiarly fitted ſor the taſk, Courage his 
enemies allow Him; that was a neceſſary qualiſication: coolneſs 


He ſcems to have poſſeſſed : and He was, happily for ſuch a pur- 


poſe, diſencumbered of certain feelings, which might have 
checked a common man. Thus much we may gather from his 
own relation. I will not offend Him by giving Him the zraits 
which the coarſe pencil of his Employers have beſtowed on Him: 
though They might think them not only warranted by the occa- 
« ſion; but abſolutely neceſſary to the ſucceſs of the undertaking ;” 
yet too highly do I revere the honour of a ſoldier's character, to 
attribute to Him what They call“ maſterly manner: . ſin- 
1% gular addreſs—converſation exceedingly eva/ive (p). Let us, 
however, follow Him, ſtep by ſtep, POO the whole of this 


extraordinary en (7). 


His ftuation was uncommon. Tn the afternoon of the 23d of 

Auguſt he had been appointed to the command of the army, as 
well by the faction, as by Lord Pigot and his Council: by the 
former during the illneſs, by the latter during the arreſt, of Sir 
Robert Fletcher. The faction had ſuperadded the command of 
the garriſon. From Lord Pigot and his Council, ſo far as a plain 


man could have judged from apprarances, he accepted the com- 


(D) See Letter from Mr. Stratton, &c. Narrative, fol. 99, * What Ws fo 
« neceſſary to the ſucceſs of this undertaking cannot,” ſay Mr. Stratton and his 


-adherents, but refle& honour on the conduct of a ſoldier,” Do theſe. Gentle- 


men conſider how very delicate a thing is the honour of a ſoldier. It was not 
meant to be touched by rough and vulgar hands, As zealous for the honour 


of the army at large, as for that of their own hero, They call a trial by a Court 


Martial “ an illegal and compulſory trial.” I own I ftarte@ back: wim horror; 
the book dropt from my hands; I bled, for Colonel Stuart, when J ſaw theſe men, 
ſpeaking of a man of honour and an officer of rank, adopt the ſtile which a 


* Peachum or a Lockit might have uſed for one of their witneſſes,” His & con» 


ei yerſation exceedingly evaſive !”” Shame on them ! 
(e) See Colonel Stuart's report of this tranſaction. Papers, vol. ii, #ol, 239 


243. And Lord Pigot and Mr, Dalrymple's - account of 4 Narraive, fol. 10 


m—16, And Papers, vol. * fol, 9 10. 
| mand. 


4 DEPEN ©Þ/OF) Bo „leo, a.” U 
mit Prom the fickion, ſo far a8 they could judge, he accepted | 
the command. A man, unacquainted with the decided. charaQer | 
of Colonel Stuart, might have been tempted to attribute this; ſeems | 
ing acquieſcence with both! parties to a deſire of acting as a media - 
tor between them; of preventing farther extremities. But the 
Colonel was a ſoldier, not a mediator. Already, as he tells us, had 
he taken his party; already determined to obey the faction; al - 

ready formed the plan of putting the fortreſs into their hands 4, 
already taken meaſures to ſecure the perſon of Lord Pigot, even in 
the Fort, had it been neceſſary; when, on the evening of ' the ot 
twenty-third of Auguſt, he was ſummoned by Lord: Pigot to 
meet him at the Fort- houſe. In conſequence of this meſſage to/ 1 
the Fort- houſe he went. With Lord Pigot he had ſome private 
can ven ſation. The ſubſtance of it was, on the part of his Lordſhip, 

«« that he conſidered the, Colonel's having received the general 
* orders. (7) without objection, as an acknowledgment of the au- 

« thority by which they were publiſhed.” This was rather a home 
thruſt, It required ſome art to parry it. How he patried it he 
does. not tell us: he ſays only—** that on his part he did not con- 

s tradit the poſition of his Lordſhip.” Lord Pigot, accuſtomed, 
throughout life, to perform beyond what he has promiſed; and' 

| Judging of other men's ſincerity by his own almoſt antiquated: 
ſtandard, thought this ſecond act of acquieſcence to be equivalent 
to a poſitive aſſent. The Colonel ae en Sea Ling his : 
LOGOS as a e, | 


. p * * 24 7 
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- Early the next morning the friendly Colonel ſent his nephew to Breakfaſts 
know whether his Lordſhip meant to breakfaſt in the Fort, or in the Losdhip. 
Garden-houſe, that he might wait on bim for his commands, Lord Avgalt 24 
Pigot, whether fortunately or unfortunately for his Self, left the 


choice to Colonel Stuart. The Colonel, out of friendſhi p no doubr, 


(r) The orders which announced the arreſt, of Sir Robert hers and the 23 
Colonel's conſequent ernie to the command. 


f e +Qq e ch ag” 


Delivers a 


letter to his 
Lordſhip, 


2 1 
* 8 — : : 3 
= 8 2 
- bx — * — : 
4 
3 * 4 9 » 
g ; "a. 
2 380 80 
* * k 


DEFENCE: of LORD! P16 o r. 


as well as prudence, appointed the Garden-houſe. For We he had 1 
taken meaſures to arreſ Lord Pigot at the Fort, if neceſſaty: yet 
the meek Colonel tells us, He. thought it a fortunate circumſtance 
not to be driven to that neceſſity.” To'breakfaſt with his Lordſhip then 

the Colonel, ſe/f-invited, came: It was juſt after an interview with. 
Colonel Edington that He came to partake of this ſecond friendly 
meal: He came with the directions for che n of his hoſt yet 


quivering on his Tips. 9h e 


After breakfaſt he delivered a letter to his Lordſhip. The 
Reader will find it in the Appendix (). It is a compoſition 
which ought, to be preſerved. It will make perhaps the 
beſt inſcription that truth can engrave upon his tomb. At leaſt 
it will be the moſt faithful picture of the man. The cautious 
in any man but a ſoldier. I ſhould have called it the inſidious— 
mention of ** the practice of the ſervice; of a ſeat in council; 
of „ acts to be executed by public authority: but above all the 
dark, oracular, reference to the honour conferred on him yeſter- 
day ;“ proclaim Him to be the greateſt maſter of that ſpecies of 
double entendre, which Milton, thinking it too great, too noble, 1 
ſuppoſe, for mortal man to acquire, gave to the worthy warriors of 
his Pandemonium. Enough no doubt there was in this letter to- 
have excited ſuſpicion, even in Lord Pigot: more than enough to 
have alarmed a cold, cautious, man. Without the imputation of fear, 
his Lordſhip might have apprehended danger. But being, by na- 


ture, generous, brave, open, undeſigning ; being undiſciplined in- 


the ſchool of evaſion; his eye did not catch theſe dark unfoldings 


of the Colonel's mind. His Lordſhip conſidered He was treat- 


ing with a gallant officer: ſo far from catching them his Self, 
He rejected the ſuſpicions which his friends ſuggeſted. The 
Colonel, he ſaid, had a character to loſe. To equivocate, to 


violate the rights of e were actions which his Lordſhip 


— 


(i) See Appendix, folio 66. Letter M. 
That day, as the Reader will recollect, the Colonel had been appointed to 


the command by the faction, as well as by his Lordſhip and Council, | 
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could not reconcile to his minen idea of, » foldier (0. He re- 


membeted perhaps that the Colonel had formerly quitted his 


firſt connections all at once, toit ſiout any information : now He 


thought He was grown more delicate: wiſhed © to act upon in- 


formation,“ where ſatisfactory information was to be had ſo 


"readily; and ſo to quit his ne attachments rather more. handſomely 
than he had quitted his old (2). Lord Pigot read the letter“ with 
_ © ſeeming attention,” as the Colonel informs us, did not deny 
« the reaſonableneſs of the requeſt ; but objected to the manner, as 
it looked like making a bargain, before He (the Colonel) conſented te 


ba 40 his duty.” Lord Pigot, then, the Colonel acknowleges, repre- 
ſented obedience, to Him the Preſident, and His Council, to be the _ 
duty of 'the Colonel. This too was a poſition which—the Co- 


lonel might have told us“ he did not contradict. He might 
have added too—and in an official report it was too material to be 
omitted—that, ſo far from contradicting, He confirmed the poſi- 
tion: declaring in expreſs terms It reſted entirely with Lord 
in Pigot to ſatisfy Him or not; it was his duty to obey (*). 


55 After breakfaſt the Colonel retired ; but returned again to take 
a friendly dinner with his Lordſhip *, And, after dinner, was in- 
vited by his Lordſhip to ſupper. And ſill farther, to make every 
thing agreeable to the Colonel, his Lordſhip invited him to the 
Conſultation- room at ſix, deſiring Him to bring a copy of the orders 
to Bombay; as it was directed by the Company, that Sir Robert 


Fletcher's ſucceſſor ſhould have a ſeat and voice in Council and 


(1) Mr. Pope ſeems to have been as unfortunnted in catching leading e as 

HO Pigot, According to his unnatural deſcription : 
Tom ſtruts a ſoldier, open, bold, and brave; 
| Will ſneaks a ſcrivener, an exceeding knave, 

Wa: See Narrative, folio 34, 35. | 

(x) Narrative, folio 12. In another paper the Colonel acknowleges this: only with 
this change—inſtead o.“ it was his duty to obey, he ſays that his words were 
« I know my duty and will do it.“ — Let him take his choice, of the two phraſes. 

* He brought with him a preſent of ſome cherry brandy, Knowing the ſcene in 
which his Lordſhip was to bear ſo 1 a part, he thought it wh ha to _ * 
a cordial. 
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The Colonel 
dines with 


his Lordſhip. 


r : 
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Committees, when military operations were under debate; in the- 
ſame manner as at Bombay. The interval between theſe hoſpitable 
meals, and friendly meetings the-Colonel-employed in completing” 
. his plan: And he had entirely completed it; had intruſted the- 
execution of it to Colonel Eddington; to Captain Lyſaught (an 
officer who was not doing duty, but on leave of | abſence:in the gar- 


 riſon} and to Major Horne: His orders were given; his n 
va. n beten ne Stuart went co the Council. 


Aug, 24. This i is a eee part 5 the Colonel's Commentaries: 


Sea but, with the modeſty of another Cæſar, he mentions too flightly 
in conſults.» bis own. deſerts.” What therefore he has omitted muſt be ſupplied: 


tion, accepts 


ber from the Narrative of Lord Pigot. For the Colonel allows . that 
Pigot. much converſation: paſt:“ Thi, - he confeſſes, lie induftriouſly. 

Spun out to gain time till it wat dart: A. great deal- of vague 

% converſation, he ſays paſt: To relate the whole of it he does 

not undertake: But the particulars, he tells us, very poſſibly Mr. 
Secretary Sullivan may recollect. To the memory of Mr. Secretary 

Sullivan therefore I ſhall boldly appeal for the particulars of this vague- 
a canvegſatian, which the Colonel, in his report, has omitted, and which 


lte . 1 mean to ſupply. "P he Board was not regularly. aſſembled: the 


conſultation was not in form: becauſe, till the copy of the orders 
to Bombay could be procured, the Colonel's right to a ſeat in 
Council was debated. Of theſe orders Colonel Stuart had no 
copy: But be had, and produced a letter, declaring H he had 
« received aſſurances he was intended to have a conſtant feat in Council,. 

e in the ſame manner as Sir Robert Fletcher.“ Of this pretenſion 
little notice was taken. The commiſſion of Government was 
ſhewn him, to prove to him not only that the Council had no 
power to diſmiſs, or ſuſpend, a Governor; but that all the officers 
were directed to obey the orders of the, Preſident and Council; and 
not the orders of the Council, or of any part of the Council, alone. 
But deſirous to act, it ſeems, as an ſoneſt man and as a free agent; 
conceiving his Self, as ſuch, to be entitled to know on what grounds 
orders were given; He preſt to ſee all the proceedings. This Je- 


neſt 
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gf nun, thit Fre genf either-alreadyiknew alli the piobontiigey 
or, without knowing them, 'hidicakewhivpaerty; concertedibiemea> 
"ſures, completed his plan. He did not want information; but 
He wanted t̃o protraq the time. Such a doctrine from a military 
officer to the ſupreme eivil power was thought extraordinary; the 
propriety of it was diſputed. This was what he expected, and "8 
wwithed:' He bugged his Self -no doubt on this proof of hie ſinnk 
gular addreſs : The Colonel, We have heard, loves to talk at any „ 
time; at this particular time He had an intereſt in ſpinniag out a 1 
converſation. To the objection farted:He replied that He had  ' 
been miſunderſtood; that He did not mean to diſpute the authl s. 
A rity ; but only wanted information for his private ſatisfaction.— 
This anſwer was, I ſuppoſe, a part of the vague converſation which 
Mr. Seeretary Sullivan may poſſibly remember. The utmoſt 
efforts of Lord Pigot and the gentlemen wete uſed to obtain an 
e αοο ·Ümd acknowlegement: WF their authority by ſome public act on 
<the part of the Colonel: the Colonel fought off the be way: : 
He could.” This is his o.n account: Lord Pigot will inform WT 
us, what theſe efforts were, and what is the Colonel's way of fight-- 
ing off. Mr. Ruſſell aſked the Colonel, if He had accepted the 
* command agrecably'to 0 orders of the Preſident and Council, 
« the preceding evening.” This queſtion was pointed; it Was not: 
eaſy to fight it off. What was the Colonel's anſwer? He replied; 
'« Certainly ; for He had received the ſalutes, and done all other 
te things belonging to the office.“ He added; He was reaqh to do 
„hat They (Lord Pigot and his Council) thought proper to direct; 
and aſked Lord Pigot what He vas to de? ls this fighting off? 
Is this vague converſation ꝰ - An avowed acknowlegement of their _ 
authority being, as They thought, thus. obtained by this public ant 
voluntary declaration Lord Pigot and the Gentlemen — for fo it. 
pleaſes the Colonel. to ſtile the Preſident and Ceungie e 
to exact an avowed acknowlegement of the ſame authority by ſome 
public 4. In anſwer to the Colonel's queſtion to Lord Pigot, what 
he was to do? His Lordſhip: very properly replied—< Direct the 
cen Adjutant General to iſſue to all the out-garriſons the general or- 
| «ders; 


. 
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«« ders of Sir Robert Fletcher's arreſt, and your own appointment to 
< the command.” This too was pointed; this it would be difficult to 
fight: off. The Colonel pleaded very earneſtly .** to delay it lll 
morning. The neceſſity of doing it directly was urged; the 
officers had received the cireulat letters ſtom the Notary Public: 
to quiet their minds as ſoon as poſſi hle was a matter of ĩndiſpenſible 
neceſſity 3 this could only be done by immediately iſſuing theſe 
orders. Thus driven, how could the Colonel fight off? No vague 
converſation would ſerve Him here. — Vet, from his Self We learn, 
He did fight off; only vague converſation paſt. Mark, then, Reader, 
what it is to fight off; what is vague converſation in the idea of a mili- 
tary officer at Madraſs. The Colonel . declared upon his honour, that i, 
< the Tappies were detained, he would iſſue the orders that night.” The 
Colonel appeals to the memory of Mr. Secretary Sullivan; to Him 
too, Lappeal. Will Mr. Secretary Sullivan deny that Colonel Stuart 
promiſed upon his honour to iſſue to the out- garriſons the order of 
Sir Robert Fletcher's arreſt if the Tappies were detained? In con- 
| ſequence of this promiſe, was not Mr. Secretary Sullivan command- 
ed todetain the Tappies ? To expedite the iſſuing of theſe orders, 
did not Mr. Secretary Sullivan promiſe to ſend aſſiſtants to the Ad- 
jutant General ?—How unworthily have Mr. Stratton and his ad- 
herents repreſented the conduct of the Colonel, i in alleging that his 
anſwers were, /o exceedingly evaſve.— He fought off, He maintained 
a vague converſation ;''but I appeal to any man's en 8 | 
— nee BEE theſe can be 1 teen Pr: - 


balf pa * When Lord Pigot invited Colonel Stuart to twp with Him, the 


ſereno'clock, Colonel accepted the invitation. But this was not all. The good 


IN Colonel—having no conveyance of his own, requeſted of Lord Pigot to 


HR 81 tale him in his chaiſe. This requeſt was readily granted. Here I 
rs chaiſe to am ſenſible that many will blame his Lordſhip, will accuſe Him of 

p with Him. 
want of caution. From this charge I cannot perhaps altogether 
'exculpate Him: yet neither would I altogether condemn Him. 
Nations have their characters. Individuals theirs. ' One man has a 
HR eg | | | e | ; heart ; 


— 


— 


— 
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heart ; another has only a head. 1a point of ruſe, in point of arti- 


fice, the conteſt between theſe men will always be unequal, There | | 
are, deſigns, beſides, which are en more than treacherous ; 


which even treachery itſelf would 


require no-great concealment. Their blackneſs. veils them from 


the eye of ſuſpicion. To this very circumſtance perhaps the ſue - 7 


ceſs of the preſent ſcheme was in ſome degree owing; to this very 
circumſtance, joined © to his own knowlege of the nan as the Co- 
lonel expreſſes his Self He ſeems to have truſted, —The phlegm of 
a Dutchman. might have pauſed; might have felt the ground; 
might have ſaved Him from the ſnare, . The keen eye of certain. 
Italians might. have pierced the veil. 


Government,. which declared He could not be removed. but by the. 
Court of Directors; had not the ſmalleſt apprehenſions of any de- 
fign againſt hls perſon. Relying, on a ſoldier's plighted honour, 
relying on the rights of hoſpitality, ſuch were his feelings, that 
He would have rejected with abhorrence every idea that the man, 
who had accepted an appointment under him ; who had received 
his commands; who had pledged his honour to obey them; Who 
had invited his Self to his table; who had invited his Self to a ſeat: 
in his, chaiſe z; had put on this maſk. of obedience and friendſhip,, 
that he might more ſucceſsfully form, concert, complete, and exe- 
cute, the plan of depriving Him of his Government, arreſting; 
his perſon, throwing him into priſon and endangering, his life. 


tee ſuſpect. Deſigns like theſe, . t 


But an honeſt, ' worthy Spa- 
niard would have fallen headlong into. the ſnare. Not a ſuſpicious: 
Greek in any of the iſlands of the Archipelago ; not a Jew in the 
kingdom of Poland ; not one of the reſpectable inhabitants of. ' 
Duke's-place; would perhaps. have been caught in ſuch a ſnare... 
But many a country Gentleman; many a member of the Houſe of 
Commons; all, perhaps, but two or three of our Houſe of Lords; 
many a military, many a- naval officer, might have fallen into it. 
Certain it is, that Lord Pigot, entrenched, as He thought, in the 
Conſtitution; guarded, as- He conceived, by the commiſſion of 
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The man who could form ſuch'a defign' un have exiles at ity 
approaching ſucceſs. Such as the poet has deſcribed” the felge 
of certain beings, when, the regions of Chaos being paſt, they 


firſt landed on the new- created world; ſuch; I preſume, muſt have | 


been the feelings of Colonel Stuart when, his Lordſhip's ſword 
being delivered to his ſervant ; the reins in his hand; the Colonel 
vaulted into the chaiſe, felt his Self faſt ſeated by the fide of his 
unſuſpecting victim. The place of ſacrifice. was at hand: the 
chaiſe moved forward; on the iſland, between the two bridges, 
Lieutenant Colonel Edington (the Adjutant-general) came runs» - 


ining aſlant the road, from the ſouthern fide, towards the chaiſe. 


His Lordſhip ſaw Him. Unſuſpicious now, as at the firſt, He 
reined his horſes : ſuffered Edington to come near; ſuppoſing He 
had ſome report to make; or ſome order to receive. Judge then 
of the triumph of Colonel Stuart, jadge of the feelings of Lord 


Pigot; when, ſtanding at the head of the horſes, waving his naked 5 


ſword, the adjutant called his Seapoys: when the Seapoys, obe- 
dient to the ſignal, ruſhed from their ambuſcade, ſurtounded the 
chaiſe; and afforded to the inhabitants of India the triumphant 
ſpectacle of an Engliſh officer (), his piſtol in his hand, ſeizing the 
perſon of his Governor; of an Engliſh Governor, arreſted within 
the limits of his own command by Indian ſoldiers, headed by Eng- 
liſh officers. The triumph was too great. Even the coolneſs of 
Colonel Stuart could not ſupport it. The calmneſs of bis ſoul” Was 


ruffled by this ſwell of ſucceſs. Whilſt He meditated, planned, 


concerted, completed, the ſcheme; He was cool, temperate, * 
his guard: but ſucceſs unhinged Him; He forgot his Self: his 
coolneſs forſook Him; He was agitated: He ſeized the arm of the 
Governor; and in a ſtile and tone, for once, well adapted to the 
deed, ſaid “ Go out, Sir. Not the minuteſt circumſtance attend 
ing this tranſaction, but is 'charaQeriſtic, The chaiſe of Mr. 
Benfield was choſen to carry his Lordſhip, a priſoner to the Mount: 
wat? pe 0) Captain Lyſaught. 

8 The 
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The chaiſe. of Lord Pigot was the car which conduted Flt 
Swwert ig wien, to the Fort . 0 | h 


; Whild Captain s bis piſtol i in | bis hand, was 3 227 ut 2H 
the Governor, in Mr. Benfield's chaiſe, to the Moynt, Colonel take poſſel- 
Stuart ſeat, his faithful Adjutant to the faction of Seven: who, 2 
.afſembled in conclave, were waiting, in fearful expectation, the 
event. They received, with all due exultation, the welcome tid- 
ings; that the Governor was in arreſt ; that the army was diſpoſed 
to ſubmit to their uſurped authority ; and hat for the moment 
ſeems to have pleaſed Them more than all that . every thing was 


40 e, for their edge in the F tan ERA Den £ 


70 hs Fort-ſquars then they flew :-and, * being FS. l glg Ive a Pro- 
«c aſſembled (a)“, They called all the military officers of the garti- n 
ſan; before them, to whom They read the proelamation, which the 
reader will find in the Appendix (5); and which, we are told, met 
With their unanimous concurrence (c). By what right a ſet of private 
individuals, having no commiſſion from the King, dare to iſſue 
a proglaniation, in . een of the King, mays pope, in due 
(20 Many of the 3 S in e preceding account of this Oy 
action are given, as the reader will obſerve, in the words of Colonel Stuart: the 
others are taken from Lord Pigot's Narrative, Both equally authentic, There 
is another account given by Colonel Capper, But this totally diſagrees with Colo» 
nel Stuart's: In particular a long ſpeech is put into Colonel Stuart's mouth, 
- which, though a great ſpeaker, He certainly would not have made then, or there. 
What account General Clavering had ſeen of this affair, I know not; probably 
+ ſome other hiſtorian's. For He diſcovers « Spirit and Ny in the conduct 
&« of fo difficult and dangerous a buſineſs.” 
(a) The change of place made, no doubt, a very material change in the legality 
of the meeting, Could the diſputing Society of Robinhood but get into the Houſe 
of Commons, ſeat their Preſident in the Speaker's chair, change the hammer of the 
one for the mace of the other, who can doubt whether, thus ſeated, They would 
not be the legal repreſentatives of ne people of * bes > N | 
(3) Folio 69 —72. 4-5 | 4 
(e) Papers, vol. i. folio 393, 394. | | 


N time, 
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time, be enquired by a proper authority. Who deputed Them to · 
repreſent the Engliſh nation; to ſpeak in the name of the nation; 
whence They acquired their enacting power; They alone can tell 
us. For the reſt of the proclamation We ſhall leave it to the re- 
marks of the reader. The whole of it; its demonſtrations; Its fup- | 

' poſitions ; its arguments ; are too ridiculous to be ſubmitted to the- 
teſt of ſober criticiſm (4). Their ſtatement of facts is, in ſome 
places, partial; in others, falſe: but to theſe no anſwer is now 


required: : they have been fully anſwered already. Two things, 


However, are too remarkable to be unnoticed. Uniting the regal 


ſtile of proclamation with the parliamentary language of enacting, 


They * enact and proclaim, that George Stratton, Eſq. is, ac- 
« cording to the orders of the Company, Preſident of the Council and: 
Governor of Fort St. George,” - Theſe orders of the Company 
'were, I ſuppoſe, conveyed to Them by the fame unknown meſ- 
fenger which brought the authority under which They act from. 


the King and the nation. To ſuch aceumulated powers all things 


are poſſible. At one and the ſame time Colonel Stuart might com- 
mand the garriſon; and Mr. Stratton be Governor of the Fort. 
They farther enacſ and proclaim, that the powers of Lord Pigot 
« and Meſſrs. Ruſſell, Dalrymple, and Stone, ſtand annulled.” And: 


? They further proclaim, but They do not enaR, * that all ſervants, . 
„ civil and military, ſhall be indemnified.“ _ Indemnified ! For 


what |, For their obedience to what They call the legal Govern- 
ment! If their Government were legal, no indemnification could 


be wanting. The idea of indemnification ſuppoſes ſomething 


illegal; for legal acts the law indemnifies. This They felt; yet 
for obedience to their orders, for. ſubmiſi jon to their uſurpation, 


(4) Take one en « An 3 of the ſuſpenſion of Stratton 


and Brooke“ which, if by law or cuſtom it could have any effect, it muſt vir- 


« tually have ſuſpended his own authority, his being but a part of the Government 
« which He attempted thus to  ſupercede,” If any. man can underſtand this I 
envy him his capacity, - I envy him his patience if he can gravely fit down to 
anſwer it. 


They, | 
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They meant, but dared not lay They meant, to indemnify. This 


indemnification then is to be, in their own, words . againſt any 


815 


V oppreſſions or diſadvantages theſe ſervants have, or may ſuffer 
« by the uſurped authority of Lord Pigot or his aſſociates.” Ac- 


. 


cording to their, own. ſtatement this u/urped. authority commenc- 


ed only on Thurſday the 22d Auguſt at noon; and ended by his | 


impriſonment on the 24th in the evening. During that time no 
oppreſſion, no diſadvantage, according to their own ſhewing, vad 
ariſen to any, except ſuſpenſions rendered ineffectual; an order 
for an arreſt which had not been obeyed. What was thank here to 


indemnify? More then is meant than meets the ear. They meant 


to indemnify for obedience to their orders; for ſubmiſſion to their 


uſurpation. Perhaps they may hereafter, in their individual capa- 


| Ys be taught what is the legal conſtruQion of theſe words, i 


The grand complaint, We laid ſeen, which the faction 


urged againſt Lord Pigot was what They call, an arbitrary and 


Suſpend 
Meſſrs. Ruſ- 
ſel, Dal- i 


illegal ſuſpenſion of members of the Council. The firſt a& of Nele, and 


their Government, after, by the ſeizure of the Fort-houſe, They 


became, as They conceived, a legal Council, was to annul, by a 
reſolution, the powers—meaning their legal powers as members of 
the Board—of Meſſre. Ruſſell, Dalrymple, and Stone (e). Their 
next, I ſuppoſe, though it do not ſtand upon record, to re-create 
what They had annulled; in order to make way for their third a@, 
which was to /u 184 end Them, during the pleaſure = the Wan 


On 2 next day the conſtitution of the Alpl Government 


was given out in public orders /. The proclamation was diſ- 
patched with orders to be publiſhed in the reſpective ſetilements, 


and by all the officers commanding garriſons and detachments on 


the coaſt, including Tanjore (g). Thus far We learn from the 


(e) See Papers, vol. i, folio 399—401. 
(f) See Appendix, O. No. 1. folio 68. 
(z) Papers, vol. i, folio 405, 406. | 3 
1 5 f Rr 2 Minutes 


Stone. 


Auguſt 25. 

Promiſe of 

gratification 
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on the man- 
ner and in- 
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employed.. 
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minutes tranſmitted by the faction. Bot there is another part of 
che general orders of that day, which does not ſtand in their de- 


count of the proceedings. Ie is ſhort, but material. The Preſi- 
*« dent and Council being upon the report of Colonel Stuart, 
thoroughly ſatisfied with the conduct of the officers and men. 
« compoſing the garriſon, have empowered Him to aſſure chem 
9 ſhall. meet with a proper gratification.” | 


| The queſtions of right or wrong, of legality or illegality, in the con- 
ductof the faction is now diſmiſt. On that point, ere this, the Reader 
muſt have formed his judgment. But let him refſect one moment on 
the manner in which the Government of Fort St. George was over- 
thrown ; on the inſtruments which were employed to overthrow it. 
To conduct this buſineſs; to depoſe a Governor; the civil ſervants 
of the Company employ the army; thank the army; reward 


the army; giye to the ſoldiers of that army proper gratifications ;- 
to the Commander of that army had been a poſt which always 
matruſted to the civil Governor, And what part of the army did 


They employ? Not Europeans; not troops enured to diſcipline ; 
not troops who had no intereſt in frequent revolutions : but Sea- 
poys ; but troops of the country; but troops who muſt wiſh for 
frequent revolutions ; but troops whoſe obedience was ſecured 
only by the awful reſpect, with which they were accuſtomed to 
conſider the great officers, of the Company. That charm: is now 
diſſolved. The Prætorian Band in the Roman empire; the Strelitz 
of Ruſſia; the Janiſaries of the Porte; may {teach Us how dan- 
gerous it is to inſtruct an army in this ſpecies of political arithmetic. 
Thanked, rewarded, for depoſing one Governor; they will ſoon 
learn to merit rewards, and thanks by depoſing another. The 
Princes of the country will catch inſtruction; They too will learn 
to thank and to reward an army, that may unite in expelling Go- 
vernors, and Councils, and Factors, and all. They have taught a 
leſſon which may, which repeated, in the natural courſe of events, 


muſt, end in the extirpation of the Engliſh. name from the whole 
country 
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country of Indoſtan. It is not thus ** the due ſubordination of the 
military to the civil power is to be eſtabliſhed.” Nor will the 
| good Colonel's declaration of his ſentiments upon the nature of 
* a free Government; nor will His inſtructive convetſations in 
6 * large” or in any . at any © criſis,” in uy 0 day,” 
or in any ſquate: nor will his *« public conſtitutional toalt,”” _ 


given on any occafion;” though, as at the carouſals of the Dane, 
the ſound of drum and trumpet, and the mouth of the yet louder 
eannon, bruited back the toaſt; will He thus teach the Pp * 
wait for Juſtice, in ſubordination tothe civil power (4). © 


Here our taſk might end. Whatever be the cabſequent ies 
of the faction, Lord Pigot is fully defended; they are cleatly con- 
demned. No ſubſequent event can change the nature of the paſt, 

For aſſerting the legal rights of the Preſident, for maintaining the 
laws of the Conſtitution, Lord Pigot was illegally depoſed; in the 
moſt unbecoming manner, by the moſt dangerous inſtraments, 


But, compelled to appeal to the public, to that public We owe a 


thort account of the ſucceeding conduct of the uſurpers: We owe 
it to the public to ſtate their inveterate hatred to Lord'Pigot'; their 
inſolent treatment of a faithful, their mean ſubmiſſion to a dan- 
gerous, ally, They went on to dire& that the friends of Lord. 
Pigot ſhould convey no papers to be ſigned by Him: to apply to 
the Nabob for a party of his horſe to be put under the command of 
the officer who guarded Lord Pigot, and to be employed for ſuch 
-purpoſes as. that officer ſhould think neceſſary. © Incaſe of any at- 
« tempt to reſcue Lord Pigot”—though no ſuch attempt had been. 
s made; nor were there grounds to ſuſpect it—they ordered that 
« his life ſhould anſwer for it (i). They ſuſpended Mr. Lathom'; 


* 


Subſequent 
conduct of 
the faction, 
with ref 

to LordPigot,, 
Auguſt 25. 


without hearing Him, on the examination of Mr. Sullivan, taken in 


his abſence'(k). They refuſed, his Lordſhip's delice to remain at the 
large houſe at the Mount in company with his family under the 
guard of an officer to be conſtantly with Him (0). TREE ſu panged 


(5) See the truly laughable concluſion of Colonel Stuart's e | 
() Papers, vol, i. folio 407, (I) See ib, folio 408=-4t1,. - (1) See ib, folio 41 5. 


* 
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Mr, Mordaunt (% 1 « without a moment's heitation” for declaring bis 
opinion, that, unleſs Lord Pigot's commiſſion were cancelled by the 
authority from which He derived it, He felt his Self in duty bound 
to acknowlege Him, and Him only, as Governor and Prefident of 
Fort St. George. On information received of Colonel Stuart , 
ſupported by no proof, that there was tampering with the troops at 
the Mount, by perſons in the intereſt of Lord Pigot ; under a pre- 
tended fear of evils, which might ariſe from the violent diſpoſitions of 
the friends of Lord Pigot, « manifeſted,” as they ſay, but of which 
they could not produce a fingle proof; they reſolved that Lord 


Pigot ſhould be removed to Chingleput, and they gave to Colonel 
Stuart an indefinite power e take any further meaſures he might 
judge neceſſary for the ſecurity,” —as they pretended — * of his 


% Lordſhip's perſon In). And from a delicate deſire of not alarming 


the ladies of Lord Pigot”s family, They order this forcible removal 
to be made in the dead of night (: They rejected the re- 


{m) Agent for the Seapoy Half Mounting See ibid. folio 425. | 

It is curious to obſerve the manceuvres of the Colonel and the faction. Co - 
Jong! Stuart ſays, ** the Board received information” ( Papers, vol, ii. folio 242) 
The faction ſays, ““ the Preſident received the information from Colonel Stuart.” 
(vol. i, 426 ) On the a6th, Stuart orders Major Cooke to Chingleput; on the 27th, 


| he gives his information to Stratton, (Papers, vol. ii, 242). 


() Ibid, folio 426, 4275.——During the courſe of this very Conſultation the 
apprehen/ions of Colonel Stuart are changed into ** certain intercepted letters,” See 
ibid. folio 432. But no ſuch letters were produced. They were aſhamed, I ſup- 
poſe, of telling Major Horne, that They meant to remove Lord Pigot to quiet 
the apprehenſions of Colonel Stuart, Neither in their inſtructions to Colonel Stuart, 
Major Cook, or Mejor Horne, do they ſay Lord Pigot is to be conveyed to Chin- 
wgleput, but only mention “ a place of more ſafety;“ the place of his de- 
« ſtination. | 

(e) See Colonel 8 Report: and . vol. I. folio 432. Colonel E- 


7 dington, charged with theſe orders, refuſed to ſhew them, or make known to his 


Lordſhip whither he was to conduct him. He ſays in his depoſition he was not 
permitted to ſhew the orders, or tell his place of deſtination, His. Lordſhip's 
firmneſs defeated their purpoſe, Mr. Benfield's paſt· chaiſe, in which was an orderly 
Serjeant with a loaded piſtol, was in waiting to carry off his Lordſhip.; and par- 
ties of the Nabob's troops were e at proper diſtances to gſcort him, in Mr. 
W- ined s ſenſe of the word, 

quiſition 


4 
219 


oh name VE 74 Majeſty, to give "his. 13 fate-condut to 
his ſhip: And, as if they meant to add mockery . to inſult, 
they pretended, at the ſame time, to make his Lordſhip an 

offer to remove him to any other ſettlement on the coaſt; or 

to allow him to embark on any of the Company's ſhips for Eu- | 
rope (p). They allowed only one of his Lordſhip's friends to Augaſt. 296 
aſſiſt him in preparing his diſpatches; and thoſe diſpatches were 
to be written by his Self (q). They took the earlieſt opportunity 
of giving proper recompence to the army, by reſtoring. the half Batta, 
which had been taken off in the beginning of the year (7). With 
the ſame munificence the allowance to the non · commiſſioned officers 
and private for one day's march was doubled (s). The reaſons of 
this increaſe of the military expences need not be pointed out. 
Anxious to deprive his Lordſhip of every legal reſource, they con- sept. 1 
ſidered how they might defeat his application to the Mayor's 
Court, for a writ of Habeas Corpus : Happily for them, perhaps, 
the opinion of Mr. Juſtice Le Maitre, declaring that Court to be 
incompetent to iſſue ſuch, a writ, ſaved them from another violation 
of the law (7). They refuſed Mr. Dalrymple acceſs to any of the 


(o) Papers, vol. I. folio 436—438. On this day, though. it does not ſtand on 
their Minutes, Mr. Stratton returned a viſit he had received from the Nabob. He 
was attended on this occaſion by two companies of er and a oor} of the 
Nabob's cavalry, 

(72) Papers, vel. I. folio 441, 80 a in caſe of any indiſpoſtion he. was to 
fend no diſpatches. | 
(.) See Ibid, fol, 444, 445. This was recommended by Sir Robert Fletcher « an 
Colonel Stuart's repreſentation, on the 19th of An that is, juſt five * be- 
fore Lord Pigot was arreſted. 

(s) Ibid. folio 445. That is twelve miles inſtead of twenty-five was now to be 
conſidered as a day's march. This day a paper was delivered to Mr. Stratton and: 
his adherents, in which they are not ſtiled Preſident and Council, proteſting againſt 
the depoſition of Lord Pigot, declaring it was not effected with the concurrence of 
the civil ſervants, It was ſigned by thirty-ſeven Gentlemen, beſides one other, 
who afterwards withdrew his name. Folio 448, 449, Yet in a ſubſequent letter 
to Bengal, they boaſt of every impartial perſon in the ſettlement, 

(t) Papers, vol, I. folio 513, 514.— They had given Major Horne an dens. 
fication for acting in obedience to their. orders, Folio 522. 


Com 


Sept. 13. 


DEFE NCE OF LORD PIGOT. 


Coripany's records (0. They kept back from Lord Pigot the let- 
ters and reſolutions of the Governor and Council of Bengal, though 


they materially affected bis Lordſhip. The pretext was the fear of 


giving him uneaſi neſs, a delicacy of which the reader will not now 
ſuſpect them, The real reaſon was obvious. They did not wiſh 
he ſhould haye time or leiſure to remark on them (x). They pro- 
poſed to the Commander of his Majeſty's ſhips the moſt ridiculous 
terms, as the conditions on which they might perhaps conſent, to 
ſuffer his Lordſhip to enjoy, what he had claimed, the protection of 
his Majeſty's flag (). Mr. Munro, the ftore-keeper ar Chingleput, 
having addreſſed a letter, containing a return of ſtores—* to Mr: 
George Stratton, who ſtiles his Self Preſident of the'Council, and Go- 
«* yernorof Fort St. George, vas ſuſpended from the ſervice of the 
Company (z). So notorious was the hatred which they bore to Lord 
Pigot, that Mr. Benfield did not heſitate to addreſs to their Board, 
a letter requiring their ſupport and aſſiſtance in obtaining evidence 
reſiding within. the bounds of Tanjore, or in places belonging to 
the Nabob of the Carnatic, to prove Lord Pigot guilty of a breach 
of an Act of Parliament, and unfaithfol to his truſt to the Com- 
pany. In anſwer to this, they had indeed the grace, writing pub- 
licly as a Board, to preſcribe bounds indefinite enough. to * 


(A) Ibid. 524. 60 Ibid. $27» 
(y) wid. 530533. Among others, whether Sir Edward Hughes would be 
cc 'refponſible, that no individual, either European, or native, ſhould ſuffer in his 
4 life, perſon, or property, from his Lordſhip being permitted to go on board his 
« ſhip,” 80 that if his Lordſhip, being at liberty, had commenced an action, and 
recovered damages for falſe impriſonment, Sir Edward, I ſuppole, was to pay the 
amount of thoſe damages, Upon Sir Edward's refyfing- to anſwer theſe ridicu- 
lous propoſals, they refuſed their conſent to his ec 00 removal, on bir Edward's 
fecond requiſition, 5 
(z) Papers, vol. I. folio 575, 576. Mr. 3 was detebly right | in his addreſs, 
Stratton certainly only filed himſelf Governor of Fort St. George; he was not 
actually Governor; for he had not the command of the garrifon, Here again they 
made uſe of the ſame argument for not giving time to anſwer, as jn the caſe of 
Mr. Macpherſon, Why did they not ſuſpend the thirty-ſeven ſervants ? 


| 


aſſiſt- 


* * 2 f . ey 


Bret or Lond n 


Altan t they 00 10 give; They could only rectmmentdit to ths = 


Princes | in alliance with the Company to permit ſuch of their fob 
jects to come to Madraſs, as "might be neceſſary to give evidenee: 
But they have their mental reſervations * though as 'Boarll they 
could do no more yet the fit Preſident of that Board could er. 
plain ta the Vakeel of a prince in alliance, the whole ertent of that 

recommendation. In the way © of a Vakeel © many temptations | 


ze thrown :** What it is intended witneſſes /hould prove, may bet 


lated as a fact the good Preſident his heard, and, from his e 


ment to the Maſter of the Vakeel, has heard, with grief and indig· 
nation: — * Ob, Sir, the Prince your maſter muſt be much im 


10 Poverihed by the money ne gave to Lord Pipot: atid how un- 


= 


ce worthy in. his Lordſhip to rob the good Prince of rhoſe 1wo fine 


42 diamonds, of ſo immenſe a value: You know What I mean; the 
4% one flat and fquare, the other thick and oval: And then again 


10 bow ſhameful i in Lord Pigot to force bis old friend to give his 
00 obliga tions for money z and to aſſign thoſe four hundred thous 


| 20 ſand EAR. of grain that came here from Tanjore. Theſe are 


40 vile things, Sir; on all theſe points no doubt your zeal for your 
6 maſter will induce you to make proper enquiries : : you will no 
& doubt endeavour to bring his Lordſhip in guilty.” Should the. 
Vakeel, more honeſt than miniſters ſometimes are, repreſent “ that 
« his Lordſhip had refuſed even the honorary dteſs; that ſo 
« far from money or fel. to beſtow on others, when he was re- 
« ſtored the Prince had not a carpet to fit upon his Self — “ that 
the Nabob had robbed him of his jewels'—* that no other grain 
„ had been ſent thaw/what had been bought for the uſe of the 
Company.” To a miniſter ſo impertinently honeſt, a Prefident, 
whoſe zeal got the better af his politeneſs, would anſwer—" You 
« Jie.” —Again he might ſoften bis tone; again throw many tempta- 
tions in the way of the Vakeel : Come, come, make me maſter 
« of this buſineſs, acquaint me fully with it, and I will be very much 
1483 N WS uf 


Sept. 27. 


"mapa ce;: or LORD,PIGOT, | 


aa (a). — This converſation i is not the child of i imagina- 6 
tion. It is the very account given by che Vakeel of the Rajah, of 
a converſation between him and Vir. Stratton. | Even in priſon his 
Lordſhip ts. terrible. They accuſe him of peculation:; Were be | 


removed, they could have proofs : but his preſence, even in 
priſon, intimidates: : they boaſt of the attachment of the civil 
oa military ſervants. of the Company f yet they are hourly 
alarmed leſt. thoſe ſervants ſhould aſſiſt in replacing Lord Pigot 


in the chair. 80 carly as. the 25th of September, with great 
privacy, and with the utmoſt confiden ce, Mr. Stratton: informs Mr. 


Roberts that it was, in a manner, ae to ſend . his Lordſhip 
to be judged by his conſtituents. This was then a.ſecret : Mr. 


Stratton . had not mentioned it to the Council: but he knew the 
opinion of the Council: he knew the opinion of the Nabob : they 
were clearly for it: He waited only the opinion of the Governor- 
general and Council of Bengal: from that quarter there had hi- 
therto been a: happy concurrence, of opinion : : then this ſecret 
would come out; and Lord pigot would be ſent to England (3). 


| The opinion however of the Governor. general and Council Was 


not ſo deciſive as they expected. It 1 is, ſay they, improper to 
« offer our opinion, for we have no legal authority to decide (e): * 
To decline giving our opinion may tend to weaken the public opi- 
«-njon of your authority. —* In this dilemma we chuſe to Juſhend 
4 rather than decline a ditect anſwer.—. — After ſo alarmin g an ex poli- 


4) See Papers, val. II. folio 23 and 36, and folio 257, 158. The diamond 
Mr. Stratton mentioned in à confidential letter to Mr. Roberts; which confiden- 
tial letter Mr. Roberts prints. The diamonds are deſcribed, in the letter, but not. 
in the converſation with the Vakeel, 

(4) Papers, vol. II. folio 98. Stratton fays be 12 yet communicated this. 
private matter to the Council; yet he tells Mr. Roberts the opinion of the Council, 
« the opinion of the Nabob; and ſays they only waited for the opinion of the 


| «© Governor and Council) of Bengal.” How do the fadion conduct buſineſs ? Do 


they write their public letters out of what they call Council ? 
(e) They had not legal authority to order the ſubordinate Preſidencies to acknow= 


| ledge Stratton and his adherents ; yet they did order them, 


e tion 
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« the concluſion appears ſelf-evident!” Vu have nothing) to copki- 


0 ſider but the conſiſteney and vigour of your Couneils: . We te- 


ve peat the aſſurances We have already given You of our 6 reſolu- 


. tion to afford You every ſupport within out power (e).“ Thin as 
was the veil which They threw acroſt them; though it revealed, . 


Whilſt it ſeemed to bide, the rancor of their hearts ; it, was not what 


Mr. Stratton expected, The Nabob, whom We have heatd from 


Sttatton, as in duty bound, the faction had, with all due ſubmiſſion, 
conſulted on the occaſion, changed his mind; hung back, diſap- 
err it 04 ** The ſettle ment remonſtrated in bold and manly 
erms againſt ſoun precedented and illegal an act of violencelg). This 


ſeeming deteliction on one part, this oppoſition on another, added 
to the firmneſs of Lord Pigot, threw ſuch a damp on their ſpicits, 


that not all Colonel Stuart could ſay, notwitliſtanding the teſtimony 
of his cohſcience, when He lay, as He thought, upon his. death- 
bed“ that all was right within :” though He urged that a war 
with France might be the conſequence of keeping . this powerful 
Pretender at the gates of the fortreſs (): They felt bold only by 


halves. They attempted, indeed, to intimidate his Lordſhip : in 


their private juntos They reſolved that He ſhould be ſent home a 
priſoner in the Lioneſs. But even in their Council They dared 
not ſupport it. The good old veteran, and the honeſt Colonel 
were deſerted. Stratton dared not ſupport Them (i). A reſolu- 
tion adopted raſhly, announced d haſtily, was at laſt ae abandoned. 


7. 


But enough of their treatment of Lond Pigot 3 of that unte- 


To the 


mitting hatred ; of that implacable rancor, which can be excited Nabob; 
only by the relenjment, which r never Dh apart ans reſentment of Him a 


(d) Which the faction knew, and the Ger aha ith, &c, believed, to be falſe. 
(e) Sce a Letter from Bengal to Fort St. George, dated Now, l ty 1776. India Houſe, 


(f) See a Letter from Fort St. George, Jan. 22, 1777. 
(g) This. Remonſtrance was ſigned by forty- three Sinton! Tndia Houſe, 
(h) See a.moſt pompous minute of Colonel Stuart, Jan. 7, 1777. India Houſe. 


(i) See Minutes of Conſultation, Jan. 7. India 9 | | 
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a might be expected ; ſubmiſſive, mean. The very morning after 


Lord Pigot's arreſt, the Nabob was received with unuſual pomp at 


the Fort. He gave public teſtimonies of his rejoicing (4).. It does 
not ſtand upon their Minutes, but they know, that Mr. Stratton. 


four days after, returned this viſit; attended by two Companies 


of Seapoys; and eſcorted by the cavalry of the Nalob. They know 
theſe indecent" ceremonies were repeated (/), They know that 
midnight Councils have been holden at the Durbar (m), They 
ayow that They communicated to the Nabob the imprudent diſ- 
patches from Bengal; diſpatches in which the thoughtleſs ſtateſ⸗ 
men teach the ambitious Nabob—too ready to overlook his former 
ſupporters, changed from the object of our pity to that of our fear 
that He is entitled to all the rights of an independent Prince, over 
whom the Company has no kind of control (n). They acknow- 
lege that They have treated Him as if He had a right of control 
over the Company: They acknowlege that They aſked his opinion 


whether their Governor ſhould be releaſed ; or . in.confine- 


r or mann home (0), ne 


ro the Rajah their conduct has bom. as | infolene as to the Na- 
bob it has been ſubmiſſive and mean.. Mr. Stratton politely tells 


Him, He knows Him to be * timorous, fickle, weak (y); The 


Rezjah intreats that Comera Dubaſh may not be permitted to come 


till the month of January (4). Without regard to his entreaties 


Comera is permitted to go. Mr. Benfield too is permitted to go. 


He is EO RES regs from Mr. Stratton. He is armed. too 


00 See "EH oh 1. 5.13. | 

() Yet the modeſt Mr. Stratton, in his Letter to Mr, Roberts ada « the 

« pomps and vanities of this wicked world.“ | 

(m) One in particular on the gth of September. 

(n) Papers, vol, i, fol, 580. Vol. ii. folio 34r. 

(e) See Stratton's Letter to Mr. Roberts, 0 | 

(D) Papers, vol. ii, fol, 15. - Thoſe words appear in the Rajaty s letter to his 
Vakeel ; ; Mr. Stratton, in his copy, prudently ſuppreſſed them, 5 

(9) Idid. vol. i, fol 561, 


with 


DEFENCGE,OF LORD PlIGOT. 3 
with orders from the Nabob on the. people of the country (6). How IE | 
Mr. Stratton treated the. Vakeel of the Rajah We have already 
ſeen.” How theſe men treated the Rajah, from the Rajah We may 
learn. They dictated letters to Him; threatened Him with the 
diſpleaſure of the faction, with impriſonment—* with being i in the 
«ſame fituation as his Lordſbip' '—if He refuſed to write letters of 
accuſation againſt Lord Pigot 00. The Rajah married: it is uſual. E 
in a Governor to write letters of congratulation : his mother died; 
it is uſual in a Governor to write letters of condolance: But Mr, 
Stratton is not a man of etiquette. To a Prince in diſtreſs attention 
is not due. He ſent a dreſs: it was the richeſt his finances could 
afford 3 Mr. Stratton threw it away, He wrote letters ; 3. Mr. 
Stratton did not like them ; defired Him to recall them ; to write 
letters more agreeable : He ſent money for the Company : Mr. Strat- 
ton does not condeſcend to give cither anſwer or. receipt. He ſends 
corn; Mr. Stratton neither fixes the price, nor ſettles the payment. | 
But other accounts Mr. Stratton is ready to ſettle. He demands 
the Dobbeer may be ſent, that He may ſettle the Nabob's ac- 

counts (7). But I muſt have done. To ſtate all the complaints 
would. fill another volume. | 5h: ing 


* 


of the waits. of | the Company's treaſury, of other inſtances of General idea 
their miſconduct, it is not, and I am. happy that it is not, mine to of their c- 


ſpeak. I meant only to give a general idea of the criminality of 
their conduct, ſo far as regards Lord Pigot; and the meaſures Lord 
pigot had adopted. From their own account that criminality was 
ſhortly, oh ſtrongly expoſed by a. near relation. of the noble 


(5 See Lord Pigot's Diary. India Houſe. 

(s) See Papers, vol. ii. fol. 21, 22. They added“ Four — * be 
4 fationed here.. This accounts fot what Stratton ſo unfairly relates of the Ra- 
jah's not deſiring a Council'at Tanjore. No doubt He was terrified at the idea of 
ſeeing four of their creatures Flationed, as Comera very properly.calls it, there. 

(t) All theſe complaints are in one letter from the Rajah to bis Vakeel, dated 16, 
received 19 Feb, 1777. India Houſe. 


— 


Lord: 


+5 SAP 


EIn b ei korb res E. 


| Lon (a). Lord igotby commiſſion to Him and the Coundil wi 
<onftitgted | Governor till removed by the order "of the Company 3 
they have removed Him by their own authority, and appointed Mr. 
Stratton in his place.— Lord Pigot had a / parate commiſſion, as 
Commander i in Chief of Fort St. George and the forces in it during 
the pleaſure of the Company ; they have conferred that command on 
another. They avow that They cannot ſtate any. ſpecific offence, 
which can legally warrant the impriſonment of Lord Pigot; cannot 
teduce their charges to any number of heads; yet They have im- 
priſoned Him, and ſtill continue Him in confinement under the 
common plea of tyrants ; of flate-crimes, Patenteeſſity, and reaſons 
of flate.—Had Lord Pigot been lawfully impriſoned for high trea- 
ſon itſelf He would not have been puniſhable in 2% degree, for the 
attempt of others to reſcue Him: yet they gave a written order to 
take away his life in caſe of any fuch attempt —They repreſent the 
| revolution to have been effected with the al/moſf univerſal approba- 
tion both of the civil and military departments: and they ſend over 
a proteſt againſt it Ggned by chirty-ſeven of the civil ſervants: of the 
Company ; and They avow their apprehenſions of a rilipg in the 
army; they allege the Government cannot be ſafe, if Lord Pigot 
be at liberty, —They boaſt of their attention to Lord Pigot's per- 
nal ſecurity ; yet they attetnpted to remove Him from the cuſtody 
of Major Horne, with four hundred men under his command, 
where therefore He was perfectly fafe'; yet this'removal was to be 
at the dead of night ; yet the officer appointed to execute this dark 
commiſſion, was not permitted to tell his Lordſhip the place of his 
deſtination : not permitted to produce his orders : yet this officer 
was at the head only of a ſmall party : yet a regiment of the Na- 
bob's cayalry, was aſſembled in the neighbourhood, —They boaſt 
of the concurrence of every impartial perſon in the Settlement: 
and they ſend over a remonſtrance ſigned by forty-three ſervants of 
the Company,” which kept them from committing another act of 


() See Admiral Pigot's letter to the Proprietors, May 6, 1777. 


violence. 
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violence. They aſſert the neceſiity of removing Lotd Pigat to Ching- 


leput z yet they allow, that the poſitive orders They gave for this 
purpoſe were diſappointed of execution by the firm reffionce of 
Lord Pigot, and the Mectłionate enjibility-of the gfficers and ſoldiers 
who guarded Him; yet They have not dared to repeat an cxperi- 


ment ſo offenſive.— They affect to be willing to give Lord Pigot 


the choice of going, either on board one of the Company's ſhips, or 


to any ſubordinate ſettlement; yet they peremptorily refuſed to 


ſurrender his perſon to his Majeſty's naval Commander, who ſent 
them two ineffettual requiſitions in the name of his Majefty.—They 
complain of arbitrary ſuſpenfions from the Council; yet They have. 


: excluded four un ſellars, merely becauſe They voted with Lord. 100 


Pigot; They expel individual ſervants for refuſing them thoſe titles: 


which a whole ſettlement, which almoſt all their Factors at their 


own ſetilement have ꝑublickly refuſed them. They extol, Colonel 
Stuart in the moſt extravagant terms, for enabling them to uſutp 
the -Governmeats: vet They, expteſsly ſay, that He deceiued Lord 


Pigot and his friends by the. met evaſive anſwers ;. yet the Colonel, 


in his on report, | admits, that He: pretended to deliberate about 
acting undet an appointment from one party, When He was plan- 


ning the execution of orders from the other : yet they were com- 


pelled to bribe the army by entailing a perpetual expence on their 
maſters.— It is their duty to excite in the Rajah ideas of firm de- 
pendence on the friendſhip of the Engliſh; yet They with- hold from 
Him, in a moment of diſtreſi/ the money due to Him for corn: 
treat Him with diſreſpect; inſalihis Vakeel ; ſuffer their depend 
ents to inſalt his perſon: recall from his capital an officer, in 
whom He confided; appoint another whom He diſlikes.—It was 
their duty, for They were expreſsly commanded, to check the 
Nabob in his views to independence: yet They betray to Him the 
ſecrets of the Company: tranſmit to Him letters which cheriſh his 
ideas of independence; which invite Him to claim, as a right, the 
interference of the King, of the Parliament, of foreign nations, in 
ſupport of that independence; yet They meanly conſult Him by 

| 155 | | letter, 


— 
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| SO about the propriety of continuing their own Governor in 
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confinement: yet They act as if, cealing to be ſervants of the Com- 


pany, They were become inſtruments of the Nabob; as if their 


employers, from the reſpectable rank of prorectort of his rights, and 


his Government, were degraded to the low and pee ſtate of * 


e en * * and d 
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"Bos Ab! is dub to Gehabe tor this work”: PE 3 


for the ſlile; ſome for the length of it. There are who may 
think appeals to the public on queſtions like theſe, ſhould be 
avoided. Perhaps they ſhould.” But to Us no choice was left. 
The friends of Lord Pigot were net the firſt to mnake the appeal. 
The agents of the Nabob, verſed in theſe  litefary conteſts (x), 
the friends of the faction, "firſt ſounded the alarm; they got 
poſſeſſion of the daily prints. Then the preſs teemed with their 
Letters, their Original Papers, their accounts of Server nens 


ere the friends A be [0 ieee 26 $55 


7 1 177 ' ET. 
— 21 i n 1 Ft; | a I 


There are, who may obje& to the alle 1 a8 Pinitines too warm; 


as ſometimes too contemptuous. To the parties concerned I owe 


no apology. I have not diſtutbed the aſhes of the dead to give 


weight to imputed. crimes to the Ming (z). I come with proofs in 
my hand; I ſuppoſe nothing; I impute nothing; I refer to no 
ſecret conferrences; to no manuſetipts in poſſeſſion of an Indian 
. In à man ſupported by nme! dv refulivg 


() See Mr, Macpherſon's Memorial in the Appendix. | 

C For the effect theſe writings had upon * Nau the Reader may conſul 
the Monthly Review for Auguſt, 

(=) The Reader perhaps may recolle& ſome of the very indecent refleaion 


| thrown upon the family of _ Pigot, - 


the 


DEFENCE ; 0 F ppi G Or. 
1 the moſt groundleſs, charges, ;couched in the moſt illiberal terms, 


ſomething may be allowed to the warmth of friendſhip. - Some 


thing to a character, too, Oven 00 8 00 to the flimſy n 
ee falſe eee 10 0 | 


1 love to pour out all eat as plain 
'As downright Shippen, or as old Montaigne. 


I would not lips ſo toilſomie a talk upon the Reader: but, were 
He to peruſe the publications on the other ſide, his Candour would 
allow that I can better claim than they the oY of e deceney 
check the career of truth. l 


To the length a more eee ebjeRion may be mand Due 
to that too I was compelled. A look, à ſhrug, will convey an 
imputation, which the converſation of an hour can ſcarce remove. 
A child may wound, in a moment, what the art of © fargeon 


muſt be employed whole months to cure. The caſual ſtroke of a 


flippant *prentice may throw a ſtain upon a picture, which the re- 
peated touches of the peneil can alone remove.” Beſides, this is 
not a work of amuſement: it is not deſtined for fine ladies, or 


finer gentlemen : not intended to beguile the tedious pers a 


which are paſſed under the diſcipline of the curling irons : it is ad- 
dreſſed to men who can have patience to inveſtigate facts. It is not 
meant for general uſe ; it is written for a particular claſs of readers. 
Their intereſt. in the events Which it relates, may give them 
ſtrength to bear the bulk of a large quarto. 


Much, indeed, would this work have teu Kites had 1 
ſaid all I could have truly ſaid againſt the conduct of the faction. 
Much, had I anſwered all the charges brought againſt Lord Pigot. 
They have talked of preſents received by his Lordſhip from the 
Nabob. The trifles He did receive He avowed to the Company. 


For the 
leogth, 


left to an · 
other tri. 1 


And ſuch very trifles were they, that when, to have accepted them 
was urged as a crime, the accuſers bluſhed; the accuſation faul- 


tered on the tongue. They have talked of penſions from the Na- 
+ T t | bob; 
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Others too 
contemptible 
to be an- 
ſwered. | 


Lord Pigot's 
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DEPEN CE” LORD PIGOT. 


bob; of preſents from the Rajah; of bonds and orders; of dia- 
monds flat and ſquare, thick and oval. Not to the tribunal of the 
public, to the courts of law ſhould theſe charges 'be 'exhibited. 
There too ſhould They be anſwered. We dare Them to the trial. 


What pains They. have taken to get at legal evidence They have 


told Us; that They have not yet obtained that evidence, They have 


told Us; when They ſhall have obtained it They will, I ſuppoſe, 
tell us. Meanwhile, let Them allow Us to laugh at efforts, as fruit- 
leſs as they are malicious, leaving it to the iſſue of their threatened 
proſecutions to prove the malevolence of their charges. 


Other charges there are: not ſpecific charges indeed; for, ſpe- 
cific charges They allow They have none: but They talk of en- 
mity to the Nabob —of eraſures of records done without the 
knowlege of any one, by his Lordſhip's own hand (40 —of declara- 
tions that He would ſuppreſs or deſtroy any papers addreſſed to the 
Board—of his vilifying the inſtructions of the Company (6), and 
the acts of the legiſlature—of intereſted views of private motives 


D of diſreſpect to the Council —of improper attempts to obtain 


letters from the Nabob of improbable converſations - and even of 
miſconduct during his former adminiſtration... To, theſe, what 
anſwer could We give? Who can gainſay the evidence of ſecret 
conferences and manuſcript records! Who can ſet bounds to the 
creative fancy of a Macleane, or a Stratton! 


To anſwer charges like theſe was no part of our tal. It is 
enough that We have juſtified the public conduct of Lord Pigot as 
it affected the Rajah the Nabob the Council. To render that 


(a) It is, 1 believe, the ficſt time that any man's hand has been diſcovered by his 
eraſure, - 

| (5) Suppoſe the fa to be true, which would be more culpable, Lord Pi igot, 
who, in a converſation, ventured to diſapprove, or Mr. Haſtings, who, in a letter, 
deliberately written to the Commanders of his Majeſty's ſhips, condemns the in- 
ſtructions of the Company ? The fact is no more than this: Lord Pigot ſaid He 


- bad oppoſed the act in the houſe ; and that He would endeavour to get the military 


regulations repealed; though, ſo long as they were in oye, He thought his Self 
bound to obey them, 


juſtification 
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juſtification complete, We were compelled. to take a iy field. : 


than at firſt We intended, It was neceſſary to vindicate the policy 
of the Reſtoration ; and to recapitulate the hiſtory of the Carnatic 
from the acceſſion of the families of the preſent Rajab, and the 
preſent Nabob, to the concluſion of the treaty in 1762 (c). It 
was neceſſary to mark the changes in our Councils and our 
ſyſtems from that period to the time of Lord Pigot's arrival at 
Madraſs (4). It was neceſſary to ſtate with preciſion the orders of 
the Company (e). It was neceſſary to take a view of the then ſtate 
of the ſettlement, of Madraſs : and this view afforded but a ſlender 
hope of a hearty co-operation in the deſigns of the Company VJ. 

Nor was that hope augmented by the fruitleſs negociations to engage 
the concurrence of the Nabob in the reſtoration of the Rajah (g). 

His Lordſhip's miſſion to Tanjore was the conſequence of the fail- 
ure of theſe negotiations. His condu there is more than juſtified by: 
the approbation of the Board, confirmed by the approbation of the 
Company (. The harmony of the Board was ſoon interrupted. 

The oſtenſible cauſe was the claims of Benfield. Thoſe claims 


we have examined; and ſhewn that his Lordſbip's oppoſition to 


them was grounded on the orders of the Company; on the reſo-- 
lutions of the Board: on principles of juſtice : on principles of po- 
licy (i). The intrigues of the Nabob increaſed the animoſity at 
the Board, and threatened new troubles to Tanjore: His Lord- 
ſhip's duty called on him to put a ſtop to thoſe intrigues., What 
he did, what he attempted, in the diſcharge of this neceſſary duty, 
ſo far as the Nabob. was concerned, has been related and juſti- 
fied (4). In endeavouring to ſtifle the intrigues at the Durbar, he 
gave riſe to farther. diſputes at the Board: His Lordſhip was ac- 
cuſed of ſetting- up claims incomptatible with the rights of the- 


Council: Theſe claims have been diſcuſſed and vindicated {/): So- 


far his conduct with reſpect to the Council has been legal. That it: 


(e) Introduction, fol. 1—46. | (d) Ib. fol. 46—68.. 

(e) Defence, fol. 69—82. 5 | (J Ib. fol. 83—86, 

(Z) Ib. fol. 66-91. (þ) Ib. fol. 97—110. (i) Ib. fol, 110-140. 
(4) Ib, fol. 140223. (1). Ib. fol. 228-269, 


was: 
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was not te ofageit + that the exerciſe of his legal negative power 
could never have brought on the convulſion which followed: that 


it was the exerciſe of an illegal poſitive power, on the part of the 


Faction, which compelled the Preſident reluctantly, in a legal, regu- 
lar way, to ſuſpend two members of the Board, has been clearly 


proved (n). That what followed was the unavoidable conſequence 


of the ſedition and mutiny of the faction; was legal, was neceſſary; 
required but little proof (n). The conduct of the faction; the mo- 
tives; the manner; the inſtrument of effecting what, as Mr. 

Stratton has well ſaid, ought not to be called a Revolution, has 


been the ſubject of the preſent ſection. 


| "Serd perhaps the reader may tecollect the fate of Lally. | He 
may remember, that with all his faults, Lally was a gallznt officer; 
that he owed his ruin leſs to his own imprudence than to a ſpirit of 


| party, than to the infamous peculations of a ſet of uſurers. He 


may temember that the intrigues of theſe uſurers, the impediments 
they threwin the way of the public ſervice, were ſcarce leſs fatal to 


the French than the bravery of the Britiſh troops, and the conduct 


of the Britiſh' governor. He may rejoice that Lord Pigot, oppreſt 
by men of the ſame caſt, is the ſubje& of a country, where the ear 
of the public is open to information ; where the courſe of juſtice 
can neither be polluted nor ſtopt—Here are no midnight execu- 


tions; here no culprit is gagged. To that public, forced by his 


antagoniſts, Lord Pigot has now appealed. Ere long He will com- 
pel thoſe antagoniſts to appear befare another tribunal. The ver- 
dict of both he expects with a modeſt, but a manly, firmneſs ; 
with that confidence which conſcious innocence > alone can 1158 


(m) Ib. fol. 269—290. | (#) Ib. fol. 290295, 


END OF THE DEFENCE. 
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"HE reader will bete Wed, this thee % %% Rn G Foe afrane- 
advanced in the Introduction to this Lene in 1 0 the oye ma- Introdudion, 


terially differs een the enn neus 65 59 Ries oe] 67% 2 
5 4 ed by the op- 


- They have aſſerted, . n Taujere in che ents of 
hands of ſeparate Princes, in now firſt ſet on foot hy Lord Pigot to ſerve his 6? rok i 


own private'views: he on the contrary” aflerts, chat it was long ſince adopt. cy of Tee 


ed and has aways been pope OE rh e eee, ere 


the Compal 11 F — 


1 is | ſeparate 
They have aſſerted, that the Rajah: and his fitter how been and chat On the ae. 
the preſent Nabob and his father have been ſteady; allies to the Engliſh : that the tchmene 


Nabob was diſpoſed to protect the Rajah, whom they repreſent as his vaſ- Nich by the 


ſal :—-He on the contrary aſſerts, that the Rajah and his father have ſteadi- his father, 
ly. adhered to the intereſts of the Engliſh and to thoſe of the Nabob, ſo far and by the 


Rajah, tothe 


as the Nabob's intereſts were conſiſtent with thoſe of the Engliſh ; chat nei- Engliſh : and 


ther the Nabob, nor his father, have ever been firmly attached to the Eng- th 8 5 
e 


liſh ; that the Nabob's father was ſecretly attached to the French: that the to the Rajah, 


attachment of the preſent Nabob proceeded only from neceſſity ; from a 
conviction, that the Engliſh alone could reſtore him to his poſſeſſions: that 

as ſoon as he was reſtored; he immediately formed, and has ſince ſteadilß 
purſued the ſcheme of rendering his Self independent of the control of the 
Engliſh ; of putting his Self in ſuch a ſituation as would enable him to 
control the Company: that as a previous ſtep to his deſign, he has been 
conſtantly endeavouring to debaſe the dignity, and en the e of . 
his l, the Rajah of Tanjore. N | 


z 


They have aſſerted, that the treaty of 1 762 did injuſtice to the Nabob, On the ex- 


by leſſening as well the arrears . to him, as 12 annual payment which ge 5 * 
A 1755 | £ 1762. 


1 


* 


APPENDIX. 


the Rajah was accuſtomed to pay ; that this treaty was never 1 at 
extending beyond the life of Pertaub Sing, the father of the preſent Rajah. 
He, on the contrary, aſſerts, that the diminution both in the arrears, and 
in the current tribute was founded on equity; that the treaty was intended, 
and underſtood by the Rajah, by the — and by the Nabob, to ex- 
tend to fertaab Sing and to his * 


| Diſdrones I in Not more material is the difference i in the facts advanced by the writer of 
| COOK few this Defence, and by the opponents of Lord Pigot, than in the nature of 
2 of the the proofs which they have given in ſupport of the facts they have reſpec- 


Qs reſpec- tively alleged. The Opponents of Lord Pigot are conſtantly referting to 


: N * papers, fabricated for the preſent purpoſe; to ſecret conferences; to manu- 
ſcripts in poſſeſſion of the Nabob : He on the other hand refers to the Hiſ- 
tory of Mr. ny to the enen e by order of the Court of 
Directors. E 

Farther To leave no doubt in the mind of * ee to convince the publie,. 


| coo ing that what is advanced on theſe important points is founded on the moſt in- 
aQad- controvertible authority: it was thought neceſſary to print, as an Appen- 
rf * dix, the following Extracts from the Proceedings and Correſpondence of the 
Eaſt India Company, its ſervants, the Rajah, and the Nabob (a). Toge- 
gether they form ſuch a body of evidence as perhaps has never been laid be- 
fore the public on any ſubject that has at any time been ſubmitted to its de- 
ciſion. The original Letters are all in the India Houſe. To them then, the 
_ recourſe is open ws eaſy. 


A. 


Prod that it bas ain been the policy of the Eaſt India Company to keep Ar- 
c cot and e in the bands of ſeparate Princes. 


That ſuch was the policy of Governor Saunders, we have already proved 
Thatit bas in the Introduction. To Him Lord Pigot ſucceeded z and that but a few 
br che icy of years after the firſt treaty made with any Rajah of Tanjore: : that He adopt- 
— Company ed the ſame policy; that He endeavoured to eſtabliſh it by the treaty of 
cot . 1762, will ſcarcely be denied: it remains only to prove then, that the Com- 


jore 1 Pan has ſince adhered to the ſame policy. 
| af), Bs will fo he uli honour ths candor ad impart of Mr | 


No. 


No. 1. 


Extras from a ſeparate General Letter, from the Court of Directors to the Go- 
vernor and Council of Fort St. George, dated the 26th April, 1765. . 


4 We are ſorry to find the Nabob ſo unreaſonably oppoſing the repairs, 


1 * 3 . 
No. . 


Apeil 16, 5 
1765. , 


neral Letter. 


e which the King of Tanjore is defirous of making to the banks of the Ca- 


* veri. If the Nabob ſaw his intereſt in the ſame light we do, He ſhould 


© be deſirous above all things of maintaining peace and friendſhip with the 


King of Tanjore.” ,. . . It is neceſſary, that reſpectful decency ſhould 
be obſerved in all your negociations with Him (the Nabob); but at the 
_ © ſame time it is juſt, and proper, that, in ſuch à caſe as this, You ſhauld 
© ſhew a firmneſs becoming the power You repreſent. You have guaran · 
tied the treaty You made in 1762 between Him and the King, and have 


therefore a right to interfere in the ſubjects of contention that may ariſe _ 


| © between them, though not immediately expreſt in the treaty, Ia the pre- 
<< ſent diſpute it ſeems very reaſonable, that the King ſhould have the li- 


** berty of repairing the banks of the Caveri, ſo far as He has in former 


times been allowed to do, and even more, if new encroachments of the 
river ſhould require it; provided the Nabob ſuſtains no injury thereby: 
and ſo far You will be right to inſiſt on. This juſtice requires; and 
* conſidering the two powers in a'political light, we think it for our intereſt, 
© that each ſhould be maintained in bis proper rights,” 


No. II . « 


Extraft from a ſeparate General Letter from the Court of Diremors to the Co- 
vernor and Council of Fort St. George, dated the 24th December, 176 5. 


© We are well pleaſed to learn, that You have at laſ made the Na · 
* bob ſenſible, how much it is his intereſt to maintain a friendſhip and har- 
« mony with the King of Tanjore ; whether He is ſincere or not in theſe pro- 
“ feſſions, it is well that He ſeems ſo; and it muſt be your care to keep 
„Him in that temper, and prevent his attempting any thing unjuſt to the Ra- 
e jah's prejudice. The great reluctance He has ſhewed to ſuffer the banks 


No. II. 


December 
24, 1765. 
— Ge- 
neral Letter, 


of the Caveri, and Aunacut, to be repaired, is no favourable proof of 


* the diſpoſition He bears towards the Rajah's Government, The im- 
* provement and extenſion of our commerce on the coaſt (an object We 


have greatly at heart) depends ſo much on the peace of the Carnatic, that 


© it is become a neceſſary part of our ſyſtem, to watch over and preſerve 


« its tranquility, This being eſtabliſhed as a fundamental principle, You 


* muſt endeavour to form Your conduct thereon, and prevent, as much 


das You prudently can, one power from encroaching on another.” 
Wo A 2 i No. III. 


r 4 rn. 
vom: | N | No. III. 


March 4, Extras FIT a ſeparate General Letter, from the Court of Dire#ers to the 
1767. Governor and Council of Fort St, George, dated the 4th of March, 1767, 


Separate Ge 

Le Latter: © 66 We are well pleaſed, that the King of Tanjore has fulfilled his en- 
| es gagements, and that there ſubſiſts a friendly intercourſe and correſpon- 
4 dence between You and Him: You muſt loſe no opportunity of raifing in 
Him, the idea of a firm dependence on our friendſbip : You will not want 4 
« portunities, we apprehend, of giving proofs of your impartiality; fo 
« we diſcover, in many inſtances, a want of cordiality between Him, 
and the Nabob...... We fear the Nabob will be ever ſeeking protences 
4 to provoke Him in order to draw You into the quarrel, in hope of annexing 
. ſome part of the Tanjore country o bis own ; and the river Caveri will af- 
ford numberleſs ſubjects. It would therefore be well worth your en- 
4 deavours to obtain as preciſe an account as can be got, of the ancient 
4 uſages. and tights which were acknowledged by the Kings of Tritchino- 
« poly and Tanjore reſpectively, touching the waters iſſuing from that ri- 
ver, and thereby You may be enabled on good grounds to mediate in 
« ſuch diſputes without injuring the Nabob, or without Wee the 

* rights of the King to anne his r N 


No. IV. | No. IV. 


 I7bs. Articles propoſed by the 88 and Council of Fort St. EY to be ſettled 


deen e between the Rajah of Tanjore and the Repreſentatives of the French nation, 


Rajah and o. ſuch as they thought the Rajab ought to infiſt upon. 


the French. : 
The French ſhall acknowledge the King of Tanjore to be the only true 
e and rightful Prince of that country *.” . . . . . © But that he may be the 
< better aſſured of their good faith and intentions, and the ſtrict obſervance 
« of all their engagements, the King requires, that bis allies, the Eng- 
„ie, may become guarantees to him for the true and juſt performance of 
«all emen which may be entered into.“ 


No. V. | . | No. V. 
* Jon 31-1776 Exira8 of a ſeliłt Latter from Fort St. George, dated the 31ſt of Fan. 1770. 


letter 


from Fort St. © If the Nabob of the Carnatic poſſeſſed the whole power of the Carnatic, 
as it would be good policy in Him, and conſiſtent with the principles of the 
lndoſtan government, to reduce Tanjore to the ſame forms of obedience 

. * and control, that other Rajahs are reduced to; and if the Company poſ- 


2 Yer the Agent of the Nabob can that the Treaty of Paris, made two years be- 
fore, guarantied Tanjote to the N _ l 
« feed 


APPEND RAX ffs 


tt ſiſſad the whol power of the Carnatic, it would be equally good policy in 
«© the Company to do ſo; but it is a great queſtion, with us, -wberber it Ke * 
e wmauld be -good'polity in the'Company' 10 ſuffer tbe Nabe of the Carnatic fo 
e reduce Tanjore; if be were powerful enongb of Himſelf fo to d and it is Thy al | 
another queſtion. with us, upon the preſent divided ſyſtem of power in. reg 
* the Carnatic, if it would be good policy in the Company, to reduee 
« Tanjore, and place it under the management and control of the Na- a * "i 5 
„bob. We incline to the opinion, that it would not ; hut that Whilſt the e 
+ preſent; ſyſtem, or want of ſyſtem remains between the Company a¹Hõů © 
©, the Carnatic; if the reduction of Tanjote ſhouſd be reſolved” on, iet 
% would be more adviſeable for the Company to retain it in their on poſ- 
4 ſeſſion, or (reſerving; the ſavereignty) place in the management of it, 
«6 either (he preſent. Rajab or any other of the family, ſubje& to ſuch mi- 


* tations and conditions as might make Him uſeful, but n it muy: of Es 
power to be 22 75 


* - my - . 
. & \ : * 
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_ on 
+ of the Raj 
Proafs of the 1 10 the 1 Rib. Br of his Father, to BETS, 
the * INE a dds of Naveb. 5 | 
No. I. ** | Ne. I. 
Extrati 7 a Letter 4 Governor Floyer to the King of Tanjort, dated the 1750-1 1 
a January, 175. | ane 
nor Floyer ta 
Tas a great fatisfaQtion to me to obſerve by the Phirmaund, You 5» Bagels: 


Tanjore, 


„ ſent. Me, for Devi. Cotah, the opinion You. have of our friend ſhip. Pertaub Sing. 
& I now ſend you our contract of alliance, by wine} You will be con- 
_ + vinced haw ſincere our regard is for Lou” 


No. II. a 4 No. II. 


Extra of a Letter from Se Floyer to the King of Tanjore, dated the 115," F Joly N 
_ the ſame. 


% I have received your letter, and am obliged to You for your advice 

« of the French party marching through your country to Tritchinopoly. 
have wrote to my officers in camp of the friendſhip and alliance that 
« ſubfiſt between You, - Mohammed Ally. and Myſelf; and ordered 
Them, if your affairs ſhould require it, to give You aſſiſtance.“ 
| : i >» ons 


* 


| ws „ oo TY * b. E N. D IK, þ 


va. | No. 1. | 
1754+ Janu- Run of 6 1 2 Nahob 6 TROY Khan . abe Ove; 55 
. ary 17. * eee eee the „ 175 * 


father - 10 At the 8 of the king of n Sydoo Mahatoo Melly Khan | 
0-4 00th t has/acquaiated-me by a letter, that Moratoo applied to the ſaid King 

Governor of by his Vakeel, demanding three lacks. of Rupees, half of which was to 
Fort St. 6 be paid bim in ſix days, and the other half on his departure to Balagat, 
_— in which caſe he promiſed to return to his country from the Myſd- 
4. rears. But I returned an anſwer to the ſaid Sydoo Mahatoo Melly Khan, 

% and told Him, that the King was too ſenſible of my low circumſtances 


* and that He, the ſaid King, Au een e ee 


« end diſpatch it (0). | 8 

u. . . = , 
Far de OR. 9. Extra? of Letter from the Governor of Fort St. George to the King of Tanjore, 
Ro 7 dated the gth of —_— 1754+ 
Fort st. CE Rs | | 
Leude, 11 waz extremely glad to receive your letter, wherein You adviſe Me 
King of © what the French Governor wrote to Tou and your anſwer, which was a 
Tanjore. os very proper one (c). * 

No, V. ; | Ws | No V. | 
1254. Nor Extra3 of a Letter from the Governor of Fort St. George to the King of 
the ſame to | Tanjore, dated the 26th f November, 1754. 


the ſame. : 
1 . © As the time of hoſtilities now draws nigh, it is proper, that we ſhould 
** conſult together, in what manner to begin our operations, in order to 
% ſecure all the different countries belonging to You, and the Nabob.“ 
..... © I have thought it neceſſary to ſend for a part of our army to 
join with the King's troops, now at Fort St. David's... © I hope 
« by your aſſiſtance the fort of Tritchinopoly will be plentifully ſtored 
with proviſions before the ſuſpenſion expires, which will make the ene- 
my deſpair. of accompliſhing their deſigns.” ... .. ** You may be aſ- 
| ** ſured that I will never forget your firm friendbip z and that I will con- 
« tantly be mindful of your affairs.” 


(5) Which he accordingly did, by paying the money out of his own Treaſury. 
(e) Pertaub Sing's corre onidence with the French is among the crimes alleged againſt 


bim. The candid Agent E to tell us, that he communicated that correſpondence to the 
Extract 


Engliſh, 


6 . "= x HT , 6 2 : * , 7 
2 n „ RH 0 


C Ie 
Extra of 6 ater from tbe Cormier of Fort St. Goorge Ws 15 75 * 
jere, dated the 16th of Nanu, 156 f. ms 19 tha 


* have received your letters, and congratulate You' on the ſheceſs e. 
% Gauderow and Monacjee have bad over the enemy.” This was the laſt effort 
the enemy had to make; and as it has been attended with ſhame, by the 
« bleſſing of God, You will be happy.” + + + » + « © The moſt material 
<« thing to be done is putting a quantity of proviftom into Tricchinopoly, 
7.7 know * bave W pr nn, * ER ſome r 


| No. VII. WT ; 
Ne. vn. 4 
Extract of a Laute from Nabob Aue dean Kban, to the Governor 5 Fort 8 
St. George, dated the 20th, and received the 26th March 1735 E = 
o 


I muſt obſerve to you that the King of Tanjore, and Tondimon are Aware 

0 neighbours to the fort of Tritchinopoly; who þotb Med with provijions. ä 
„in the time of war and troubles, which ſupported: the people in the Fort. of hon St. 
&« If we act the part of an enemy againſt them, it will be attended with a dif- N 

* ficulty to defend the Fort, as we ſhall not be able then to get even a 

« grain of proviſion,” * + + + + . *© If the Marrawar joins the French 5 

© the Myſoreans tis no matter, for we can receive the Circar's money of 


him at another time, or the King ef Tanjore will anſwer for it." 


No. VIII. 


Extraft of a Letter from the Governor of Fort Se. George to the King of Tan- No. vm- 
Jore, dated the 16th: Odlober 1735. e | 
« 1 write this to acquaint You, that on the Nabob's coming to: Madraſs, 3 W 5 
had the pleaſure of paying Him a viſit, and then He was pleaſed to give of Fort St. 
*. me an account of your alliance and Mfſtance to Him, which gave me great joy, George to 


« As You are a ſincere friend to the Nabob, in the ſame manner as I am to — Tus. 


Him, I am certain, that all affairs will meet. with. ſucceſs, according jore. | 8 
to our deſire,” | 


_ 


: No. IX. : 
Extraii of a Letter from tbe Governor of Fort St. George to the King of T rn | | 
dated the 23d December 1786. . 
4 J have received your friendly letter, mentioning, that your troops are 2006 ones 


* now in readineſs to all jointly with thoſe-of the Company, wherever * occaſion the Cone. 


©« may require.” ] am ſenſible of your firm alliance, Which is of a. long nor of Fore: . 


| St G %% 
« ſtanding, and well known to the world.” e Sing 
1 5 No. X. 3 8 05 


wo SANDED 


a4 * No. X. 

120 . kues of lau, from the Governor of Fort St.  Geargt to: the Ni of Tan- 
3 . Jure, dated the 281 February 17559. 
nn, , The bet, which You ſent, with 2 eee £ Enll- 

* Kull e one Xs. e e g ; 

Nox 9 75 n _ 11 
1759. May4. Eaten of 4 Lotte fr the King ef Tanjore to 1 Governor of bnd. dr., 
taub 3 wo 0 B17 3 1 received the 4th. May 1759s: £23} N 1 4 $5 1 | 
5 1144. a You are a Ty IRR of good reputation, ne, and e 


Governor of ©* with future conſideration and courage. The enemy were very ſtrong at 
Fort St. chat juncture, and ou was the only perſon, that could overcome and 
Gone... drive Them away.” . . . **. You-was pleaſed to ſay alſo, that the 

e 600 horſe, which I ſent es with the Commandant and, Major Cail- 

02 arg 5 4 laud, are {ill with them.” © + » . . 0 0 I muſt defire You will regard all 
arte ed y troops as your own (d) ; and in proportion as You uſe Them well, Lou 
N % may expect good ſervices from Them. Let my troops remain here or in 
pour parts, They. are your own, and this country is likewiſe yours, and 1 
3 cc hope You have conſulted its welfare, as are | is no manner of diſtinction 
e ee. Ap between Ver i”) 


| & # * 


N . ee e e en 


 Exiredt of a Letter from the King of Tanjore to the Governor if Fort St. George, 


received the 3d December 1759. 


w_ * 
8 5 * 


* The « enemy have now ſent a large force on this ſide, in order to take 
p73 16 Ranjan Gady, (alias Walconda.) Monſ. Lally is alſo coming: their 
intention is to exact money from Wariore, &c. and the Polygars, and 

t * then to take poſſeſſion of Seringham ; and to that end they arrived on the 
banks of Coleroon and began hoſtilities. You'll therefore detach the 
whole of your army from Conjeveram, conſiſting of Europeans, Seapoys, 
es and Horſe, with artillery and ſtores, with all: poſſible» ſpeed. You'll 


CI 


e alſo write to Ujoff Khan, that he may come. Likewiſe the Nabob's 


« troops along with mine. Marrawar, Tondiman, Nalcootey, Arryalore, 
%% and Wariore, will be gathered together in one place; and then We can, 
« by our united endeavours, give a fatal blow to the enemy, as They will not 


* be able to find means to eſcape; and we ſhall- ſurround Them on all 


e ſides. I defire You will not _ heſitate in this affair, but detach a large 


92 Lord Pigot was now Governor of Fort St. r: | 

. his was the language uſed by the preſent Rajah ſince his reſtoration, and which, be- 

a; .. _ exuſe (I ſuppoſe) it was uſed by is father, under different circumſtances, the diſcernment 
N a ms nen has diſcovered, could not be voluntary ; muſt be dictated. | 


N * 

a % «c 

4 a 
FF * * 

- * 

LIED 

# ** n y . b 
* * ad 
% 


«ls with all amb ſpeed. If we dry th FEI it wil we de. | Sn, ä 
1 their power to att againſt Madraſs.” As the enemy invaded... VVV 
my country the laſt year, juſt in the time of the crop, the count, W e A 
* deprived of the cultivation: but this year having borrowed ſums of | +- 7 
* money, and advanced to the inhabitant, en have 8 the e 1 
8 carried on. e b 24 3 e ue Xi, "+75 908 


No. x11. 26,94 493 | x 15 e ger. 


Eura ns « Litter r from the Chennai of Fort d. 8 to the „ 7 2 Ta" nor of Fore 


St. Geor £ 
en duui ihe d u ⸗ e114. 


- King Tas 
405 I had the n to be ene by. Mr. Bourchier of the favourable jore. 5 


4 unlike He met with at your court, and the agreement concluded Win * 
your Majeſty, regarding the diftrits of Karical. I am willing to eſteem _ * 
* the ſame as an inſtance of your friendſhip with Nabob Mohammed. This - 
is a proper time for Us to manifeſt our friendſhip to each other: on ur 
3 0m We will protect Iu pe to fe . _ the French,” 


ig XlV. 
| 2856. From 
Extras o 4 Letter . the King of 7 mjare t the Governor s Fort St. LY 
|  « George, received the 26th Sept. 1766. 2 WN 


1 You wentioned concerning my ſending troops. I ſent before a -baty SON? 

4 of 300 horſe from hence, to whom 1 continually ſend pay; and another 

* body of 200 horſe I ſent to Mr. Richard Smith, of whom I have al/o 

6 ſupplied tbe expence (e). This Gentleman went with an army into the 

Myſore country and wrote for 200 more of my horſe, and I am provid-' 

ing at preſent for the expence of ſending them: it is my deſire, that the 

« enemy and all their helpers may meet with ruin; And I am upon the A 

ti ſame endeavours, the particulars of which I wrote to Mr. mn and N 1 1 

M * Sambozey OW "Y Vakeel, to whom: I refer. you. M49 1 Ha 70 POE. 1 1 
12 0, . | > 


XV. * "UL v8 ' 1763. March 
Exrraã 11 p ; Letter from the King of To anjore to the Gromrms if Fort St. Nas PRI 

| | George, received the gib March, 1762. e Js "uns 
% At the death of Nazir Jing, the Nabob returned to Tcitchigopaly r $ 

« on this, Chunda Saheb marched from Pondicherry with the French ar- 

« my againſt Tritchinopoly, with a deſign to take it z but the Nabob ſent 

; [08 for Nanzeraz and Morarirow to his aſſiſtance which was to no Pepe. 


0 When the Nato ſet ways, he was cn dan de Eci ould fend py * „ 
Ty 15 + | TM | Tot . 


10 
1 ag 
; No. XV. 


o 4 


. APPENDA L, 
65" T font 10 afiftinice ſeveral times, with proper Surdars,. cut off 1 


«Khan and Chundaſaheb, and ſaved the fort of Tritchinapoly. After- 
% Wards Nanzerdz demanded Tritchinopoly of the Nabob, beſieged the 
« Tai plact, and pur a ſtop to che proviſions. Then finding no ſupport 
in any reſpect, e Nabob, and General Lawrence, came to my fort. 
The ſituation of my fort at that time, is well known to the whole world; 
if You will be ſo good as to aſk the General, He will inform You. The 
Nabob gave Me a Saned for the Timaevelly and Madura countries, but 
returned it again to Him, thinking it improper to receive any thing from 
fin at that junure(f); and hoping that when he ſhould be firmly ſet- 
t ** tled, he would promote the welfare of my country. And accordingly, 


* 


t having borrowed ſums of money, I detached an army to his aſſiſtance, 
© under the command of a Sardar, ſupplied the fort with proviſions, and 


„ cauſed the French and Nanzeraz's camp to be plundered, which diſtreſſed 
«« them ſo as to oblige them to raiſe the ſiege and to retire to Seringham. 
06 This enemy thought, that the reaſon of their bad ſucceſs and diſappoint- 
* ment, in taking the fort (which was at that time greatly diſtreſſed) was 
 * owing to my aſſiſtance; wherefore they reſolved to plunder the Tanjore . 


country, and accordingly Morarirow came and plundered the ſame. It 


«* the troubles againſt Tritchinopoly could not be at an end; for which 


, 4 reaſons, by the conſent of the Nabob and the General, I borrowed four 
lacks of rupees of Bukenzy Soucar; paid the ſame to Morarirow, and 
e * ſent him away ta his country, which weakened Nanzeraz.”...... 
Jaun Bayun (meaning Mr. Dupleix) and Nanzeraz made me large 


„offers, and promiſed to give certain countries. Chundaſaheb, on his 


part, ſent alſo, and made me offers through the means of Sulam 
« Cawn;z but as I had contracted a friendſhip for the Engliſh, and 


© paſſed my word to them, I did not think fit to fail; wherefore I rejected 


« all the above offers, and always acted the enemy's part againſt the F rench, I 


e which enraged Monſ. Lally ſo as to make him plunder and ruin my 
© country, and come and beſiege my fort: but I held it out bravely, and 


beat him off in a proper manner; ſo he was unable to do any thing here, 
„ but fled with confuſion, leaving his guns behind him. Afterwards he 


| k We « -marched againſt Madraſs with a deſign to take it: at that time I ſent my 


troops along with Mohammed Uſoff Khan. You are a Gentleman endow- 
« ed with goodneſs, boneſt intentioni, and truth, and You never change your 


« | words, though opportunity ſhould offer, which is the reaſon, that dur- 
ing the ſiege, the ſalt water in the fort turned freſh and the enemy were 


bo routed _ _y an which you intended to take Pondicherry ; and I 


7 The 3 King aid not kno | his man, if be ſuppoſed that his delicacy was the way to 
LF he other generous, Que ne lui ai je demendꝭ plus l ſaid the old cloaths-man in Gil Blas. 


J | «© then 


was then thought, that if Nanzeraz and Morarirow remained in union, 


A r E N D X. oa 


* then ſent my erooje to join you... During the ſiege: of Pondi- 
i. cherry I ſent continual ſupplies viſions from my country ... 

„ The French, Chundaſaheb, and Morarirow, plundered and ruined my 75 

- country | for the ſpace of four years, whereby I was deprived of my re- | 
* venues.” ... . 1 have only acquired the treaſure of the friendſhip wa ts 7 io a 
ic the Nabob and the Engliſh, but no treaſure in money. During the War, „ 04 
&« about 2000 horſe were killed, and I have as yet paid only part of their - 9 8 gs 
„ coft; the other part ſtill remains due to the horſemen; beſides, Iam ob- 


| ce 2 to ee nenn to mo families of 15010 who were killed in battle.” 104 
7 Guei Naß „n * A 7,2 rr 
. XVI. | e 8 
Extras of Latter from the King of Tawjare 10 the Governor ef Fort St, arr. . 
5 f eee wr Nov, 17164. 2 
jornſa the 


c Priſeah for Dev Governor of 


„ Cotah, I eſteem the Company's friend(hip to be belt : and in order that Sener 
cOrge« - 


< the amity and union between Them, and my Government may, in a per- 
4 fect manner, be eſtabliſhed-on a firm and laſting footing, I have, agree 
able to your defies, conſented ras phe: al Nek n Gr”. 


| . we 8 No. XVI. ebe e No, xy. 
urge of a Letter Aint the Genin of Fort St. George to the King of 7 - 5 2 Feb. 
| jore, dated wed "Ss. 1965 4. 0m | 
of Fort St. 
Georgs.to 


I have only to add, that Fon may make yourſelf eaſy and free from Toljavjes 
all manner of apprehenſiona. The Eagliſb Forces ſhall always be ready 1% King e. 


Tj ſupport You, and your juſt nights'and pretenſions, againſt any power, who barer 
* ſhall have the profurapeion to invade them, On this 92 W 5 90): 8 e 


30 The - Peifcaſh was a redevance nd; bien the Begüd were 
Kiag ſor Devi Cotah. The temiſſion of this payment was one of the fir s of 1 . 
the preſent King. How well we have rewarded bim let bis paſt LY and ſtate of 


vacillation, teſtify for us! 
e Well have the Company fulfilled this en agement of their Governor! The COM 
oy th on a breken reed, And let not the reader 


King 4d reh on them: did lias on them; be 

forget, what we proved from the rinted letters of — Company, that at tbe me the ſer- 
vonts of the. Company were — the Rejah, they cenſeſſed, that he us * * 
attached to them, Wl 0 n n of 1perti e. 


B 2 Proaſa 


7 


g hamwed Ally 1 


4 


1 8 2 {v4.1 

. Na "Pro 1 the Dal e * An ks Khan, Father f the rer 

| * eee et"; Nabe, to the W 
0 1 2 17 5 1 V 1. 


£ Khan, dated Feb. 34 1743. 
_ „ My. pop intercepted a letter directed to Rangapilla, Mr. Dupleis's 


: Decan, ſpeaking in very diſreſpectful terms, both of his Excellency the 
e Nabob, and myſelf, and all our proceedings; and giving an account of 
tw: © oll that paſſed in this place, and at the camp; with many falſities that never 


4 did happen. The author of this 1 apprehended, who confeſſed the fact; 
« on which 1 ſent him to the Nabob, to the camp, expecting he would 
% hang him, according to the law of all nations ; but next day my people 
„ met with him again — the conſequence of which will be, that all the world 

Will think th © Nabob is more in the French intereſt than the Engliſh. 

« What will the Commodore think when he hears, and ſees, a thy, detet- 
« ed of treaſon againſt his thei 11 bis malders ne. in favour of 


: N te enemy? 
ne n. n | x No. n. oy 1 

ee Fa rauen the eee of Fort St; David to Mabenmed Au Khan, 
wo... ob «prof 1747. el 


the ſame. 
+ 4 « We wee . your adds! in every thing that lay in our power; re- 
e queſting your father, yourſelf, and brother, to defend our lawful rights, 
th and recover Madraſs for Us; which place has been entirely plundered and 
78 deſtroyed by the French, who, you know very well, have rebelled and deſ- 
. ©. troyed ſeyeral fine towns and villages belonging to the Circar, and have 
committed the greateſt inſult againſt the perſon of your brother: and you 
your ſelf muſt be ſenſible, they deſerve the ſevereſt treatment, and. to be 
+ made an example of for the future. But inſtead: of that, you bave con- 
. ſented to @ peace with them, to the admiration of the whole char and 

15 * and ft us to W ourſelves.” 


5 4 & 


No. III. 
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CY + Bind hes e Made * N 4 | 
* the treacherous treatment the Engliſh had met with from the French 3 8 1 


which letters, together with the repeated complaints of the inhabitants leck. 
© of this province, of all nations and profeſſions, induced your Excellency, 
cout of your great wiſdom, and juſtice, to ſend orders to n m. 1 7 
*. Kbun to reſtore Madtaſs' to us, and to ſettle the province in peace; ines 1 3 
x of which, He, for the ſake of a little money, has joined with the French *  _ 7 
© againſt us; and by that means has encouraged Them to uſe the Eng- * 5 4 

<« lifh, and all other merchants, in the vileſt manner, und *witheut” tibee 

< "leaſt Juſtice from bim, who by the law of nations, a3 welb as your orders, | 
<" ought''to have prote&ted Us, Inſtead of returning Madraſs;- hey . = 
« have tore it all to pieces; plundeted all the inhabitants, as well 9 
* the Mogul's ſubjects as the Engliſh.” .... . © But theſe facts, and 1 | 
many other villainous proceediigs of the French, by the connivance of , * Pap 
“ Award dean Khan and his two Miniſters, are ſo well. known and felt ß by 
e ſo many thouſands of * ſufferers; thut it Would de taking up you * RY wt Sues 


SF: « 


12 = s time: io no Ie ow "_ OY” ix 5511 m3 10 0 
; | It! 01 al 300 Als! f a> 7 0.909 af. Heh | 
| No. Iv. Be wo * 44 F 8 1 hop Ne. V. 
Euras 575 a Letter r from Commoder Griff to Nizat-ul- Mulack, 4 the 6 27005 15 
Mar March 6. 
6 1747. . From Com- n 
modore Gtif- ; 


“I ſhall not enter into a 1 detail of the toi cruelties, fin b Niszm- 
«. and depredations, committed, on ſbore, upon. the King my maſter's ſub- an. 
« jets, by that inſolent and perfidious nation the French; connived at and | 
abettad by thoſe under your Excellency (the:Nabob of Atcor) whoſe duty © 
<< it was to have preſerved the peace of your! country,:.inſtead; of ſallng te 2 
« intereſt of a nation, with whom you have had: the ſtricteſt friendſhip tim 7 
« out of mind.” .... And now, excellent Sir, We have laid this before | 
Lou for your information and: conſideration, and muſt entreat You-in the 
name of the King of, Great Britain, my royal maſter, to call tha Ngbob - | 
to an account for his paſt tranſactions, and interpoſe your power to re- 
© ſtore as near as en in its en ſtate, what has wg 5 unjuſtly 
talen from us.. Q *Þ !: & 508-4 nk $0 et oy "I's 12 Bid of Kat” 4 
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; 8. B V Bun che den Ki, 8 dated the pit March 70 65 


"42 V3 bo 1 


6 Madrafs has hho oe and taken * the Trench, ho have been 
Kea * I grund and cm, ay" ** eee, Lab, Nabob ede in 
Ba. val * a. . 


7 , ® 


(ELLE 52x 11 ehr 0. c 12 10 ava 2 is 0 29 
No. VI. 2 . n 8 why = vi. q Led ab. | Me... 
N aeg Har fow — Mil Khax 1 Amos, da tn 10th 
From Mo- GIS 5 8 March, 3747. 
hammed Al. 32 433 4 


owe RR” _Y I bave ot vr oi ur Jetter, and am e Ach 8 — RY 
4 Tou have deſired me to ſend You go horſemen to ſerve the Company at 
%% Rupees; 25 each. This cannot be obtained by. writing, * you. muſt Rnd 
60 e een ee Ame, Rene er ts 5 
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No. VII. Wo e <7 No. . en : 


* Emes $0 Late from e re ra te 0 March 1 1744 
; From Hod- Wia. Glos ien 
. « 1 take the liberty to 3 your Worſhip, 3 as * Nabob i is rw 


* of Fort 3 renter, He does not much regard the diſtreſs of the people of this pro- 
Dien. ** vince 3 but in all ſhapes has reſpect to his own ene and benefit; there- 


Rats cer PN 0 4 
a . | Bp 1 N No. vun. 2 55 
a Extra ia * 4 Hue from We All Ke, received the 15 March 17 43 
rom Mo- 
hammed Al- 


ly Khan to « You well. know I waited A long time for the a, of your Gips, 
the Governor ** their not arriving in time obliged me to make up matters with the French.“ 
On te, e After that I decamped to Arcot; but the French have not ſtood 
* 10 their agreement (i) 3. have tranſgreſſed my orders; and have proceeded 
8 at Fort St. David, where They have been defeated by their own 

<<. perfidy, for e will We . e * nl ſend a __ to 
691 "oo he * hq" %; a 


| LY + $14 l 1. 100 Cad 14 e, „ — 1 
% 0 +44 £3 . 
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; ; | | No. IX. 


AP PEN al op, 


No. IX. 


guns a Latte Py pn Kban to Charles Alger, . gert 149 = 5 


of f Fort St. 1 avid, received tha, 2b J. 1 1749 © 


About ten days ago I ſent up a Perwantiah, by the Camel Buca, i 
« deſiring You to rekaſe- the #wo- French gentlemen; whoihave been at Chila 
&« lumbrum from Carrical, and were ſeized by ſome of:your:peaple; in the 


« Great Mogul's country, near Truvidy, when they werte gaing over land 


from Chillumbrum to Pondicherry, and carried to Tevenepatam ; but I 
te find that You have not as yet releaſed the ſaid Frenchmen, nor diſpatched 


nor — der 


St. David's. 


ce the Camel- man with your anſwer to me. I is not proper for Tun to de- 


« Jay-this buſineſs ; and You muſt therefore, as ſoon as the receipt of this 


& letter, releaſe the * people, and let me know. you ads for £ 


6 them. * 
Vo. 1 
Extract of a Letter from Charles Plger, Eſq. Governor of Fort St. David to 
* An ware dean Khan, dated the 27th June 347+! 2 5 


«« As ſoon as the French would deliver Me the eight Engliſhmen, a 
They had ſeized. in the Great Mogul's dominions, and ftill got them 
* priſoners in Pondicherry, and Mr. Hopkins, whom they ſeized at St. 
© Thomas's Mount, and confined in Madraſs, 4560 be ready 1 N 0 
6c the Two French ee unto Them a = 


* I * 


z 
| * 1 ' ** 


Tranſlation 70 contralis made with Nabob Nazir Jing, Son 10 5 ul l. 
luck, Saubadab f the Decan, 


© You muſt ſend your-Perwans, or Orders, to the Nabob, Ae 
* Khan, Kellidars, Pollygars, &c. to prevent, and ſtop, all manner of 
5 proviſions going to Pondicherry, from the Circar's country, and deliver 
7e all the goods, money, and effects, people, and every thing the F rench 
” concealed with them, o or "kept in el cuſtody, up tothe Engliſh prov 


s- +» 4 £5.40 10 1001 2 


(4 Let the impartial reader mark this. On the rath of March the ies Nabob; ſon and 
General to the then Nabob, promiſes to aſſiſt the Engliſh, and to & againſt the French, becauſe 
they bad tricked the Nabob. On the 24th of June the Nabob perem rily demands the re- 


to 
leaſe of teu Frenchmen taken in his maſler*s territ but s no to rel bl 
"Engliſh taken likewiſe in his maſter e's \Tominions, Ree A SI TD 4 * 


* mo ; * . 4 14 * 


11 e 


Ei 


„ 1 


contract with | 
n. 


FP -%* 


* Ine 1 


No. XII. 
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„ ve a'p/plinin; 009" *. 


Noll . No. K. | 
peice Tronbutionaf the Be of. = Ln deliverid to Nazis: Jing ze writtin 15 


Nazir Jlag to . Nabob 4 ee dean Khan, Soubab of Arcot. 


the | 
e 10 The violetice, and hoſtilities, committed againſt the Engliſh 3 


4 . by the French, in taking Madrafs, and all the goods and money belong - 
4 ing to Them, and likewiſe the merchants, were repreſented to Nizam- 
„ ul-Muluck, and likewiſe to Me, in a particular manner, concerning 
3 which Nixam · ul · Muluck had ſent you a Perwan. Now I do ſend a 

party of my troops, along with Mootal, to puniſh the French, recover 


E Madraſs, and alſo take Pondicherry for the Engliſh; and have alſo 


© ſent my poſitive orders to all the Kellidars and Pollygars, of 0 Me 
76 man mn. 10. join ae A l 


No. te | | No. 12700 


9 E. Bras of a Letter from Au w aro'dean Len dated the gth January N 


4 moe. 


to Teras. e As we live hes ander the Geke Mogul's protefiion, and the SS 


5 ee belonging to the Circar has ſuffered ſo much already, by the loſs of 


4% Madraſs, I had reaſon to ſuppoſe your Excellency had put a ſtop to their 
e further deſigns, and not to let the French rob us farther in your territories. 
We have; hitherto obſerved your commands laid upon Us, not to mole/t 
* the enemy by land, but your Excellericy will now permit Us to take ſatis- 
faction, and to do ourſelves juſtice, as We find the enemy do not regard 
« your word and orders.” «..... * Fifteen days after your troops left Us, the 
4% enemy attacked Us vith all their force, but were ſoon obliged to retire 

" home. oz | 


} 2 „ 


Th tas! ol Fd ak ' 


rs. Je Jas —_ 4 8 Bundal Mootal to Charles Floyer, Eh. cee 0 


Bundal Moo-. es . Fort St, Davis, ae the 1815 Tena 174. 


tal +. op 


nor Floyer) ;\ © CA ET wes You | in my laſt, to ſend ſorne money 83 if 


eo him, Go 4 you would have Me bring ſome troops from Nabob An w-aro dean Khan 


oh . e Tier. 44 for our affiſtance, I hope You will not defer ſending Me an anſwer.”..... . 


% True it is, that Nizam and Nazir ell 75 ſent a Firmaund to An'- 
« yaro'dean Khan to aſſt Us, but He e ee 80d Je an or 


00 0 This b the NOIR * een of Delhi to the Nabob of Arc L 
the independent Prince ; 7b ally of the King of Great Britain. | 


$4 +> 4» # 4 a < 
# 4 * . 
* 
* 


ITT E „ 


& de if We would agree with and pay Him for it. Your Worſhip may be Dn _ 
* aſſured, that I will provide 4 aba merchant to bargain with A- l 


y H uk 
N fg. e v1 4124 RIO d APY 


hike 8 99 . * 
i be 
04 ſo much for that ofeftichant ally e Khan, who died in ws nv ads. 


3 no } | 4 
batt] 448 Nou co a the. preſent Nabob; . 2. 2 
— — L in 9 Ae 75 0 ne 1 agli, 25 en in his go dada mY 8 1 


wendest. L 28 1050 al 44 9 2 2417 . N my of 75% 1 5 * det 12 * 
' * 


9193 Haß my LLEDFPESY ERNEST $55 * il e-$9,11675 $9.04 ion 60 1 oy 
£ Var tif ou added e Han ie . Li en « bas eee 
ha bat yp . b Alen "ks 09 Kal to SORT 4 4 1 * 
D t rar 21. 


Pp of thi 4 fe#ion' of Mobimined Altly Khun, tbe er Nabob,” 
* the. "gh, ed dh butred to the Rejab foe aha : 


=o 
1 a 


11 Ne TSS Ties | 60 5 1 5 aj 50 No. I. 
Win tal Later 3 the Nobel, to. the Honourable Rowe Path," Ely: 1163. Dee. 
Prefident and Governor of Fort St. | Georges G. dated the 17th, and . of CY . 
ceived the 26th Dec. 1763. 1 we 
f .. of Fort coll 
e Yeſterday morning Pertaub Sing, Rajah, of Tiinjors ded Taddenty; SO es, 
© not without ſuſpicion that his ſon and Monacjee were the-petpettators o. gy 
his death; as they have been for ſome time paſt at. vatiancę: the parti- et I 262-08 
4 cbilars, as they come fo my knowledge, mall he tranfmiteed to bu. In the 
* mean time I thought it requiſite to adviſe” you. immediately of this _ 
range and cruel murder (n), which is properly incumbent on me to en- 13 2 
* quire into. I requeſt you to fayour me with your advice and opinion _ N 
<< on this occaſion as ſoon as you can; for from the incapacity of the young | 
4% Rajah, and the ambition and impetuoſity of Monacjee, who will be ab- ak 7 
“ ſolute in the name of, the young Rajah.” ... . .. Be aſſured and that 1 
ee from Monacjee's frequent and public diſcourſe, * he would fight-againſt + 
e the Engliſh, as ſoon as for them: ab e dictates that we be before _ 
band with bim if poſſible 0055 


»_ - 


* 


1 
43 4 x St : 


(#) Mark the. candor of the than, At Gr it was 2 partleclam urs 16. cone e 
1 


knowledge. Ia a line or two it is no] 2 no particulars wire cu to k 
and yet it is clearly murther, —He hors, pot oubt to enquire into it. 
() The reader will remember, that to this Monacjee it was, that the Nabob was „ 


debted for the defeat and death of Chondaſabeb. He mould know likewiſe that among te 85 
_ | brought again en Wr ur r he 'had 11777 this es | 
vice, 


— 


1 a $8 Vo. U. 


* 


4 NIX. 


ni. "Gt * e al 0 100 L. 31 10 We. ta h 5s & 29728. Blut G 37 77 X IF 
No. II. 1 5 e 03. ter 1 N 5 l. * 215 7g tw I 261 wall * | 
1763. Dee. Extraf 11 4 Letter from 9 Palk j bi 1 be va & 4“ the + «4 | 
22d. 
8 * Bre 6, ee et $390, 162 77 * Py e kl - 200 48; raft 


e, "©" 1 would cherefote Kroriient tht mot ciitiod ab DOOR 
_ © 118 qo he to'T#njore ian if uch unfair 0 us ſhall 825 after ap⸗ 5 
i "pear to have been uſed to procure the late King's death, as you Ades ; 
3 e it is not to be doubted, ſome ſecret practices will be formed againſt the 
| | T uſurpers, and a flame will probably break out, when we ſhall have a 
* t more favourable opportunity to brig the offenders to juſtice, and then 
| | e the matter of fa will be more certainly diſcovered. © For my part I ſhall 
«aye: «de __ ding conduct on this vocaliony and; ſuppoſing. che: 
400 King's death n Ihave wrote a letter of condolance to his ſon, and 
« expreſt my 2 * by purſuing the ſame meaſures and fulfilling 
be engagements of his deceaſed father, he will preſerve the friendſhip, 
which has long ſubſiſted * the Government of . the 120015 


I 45 8 Wm. ? Wet deren 


Ns 3 
G Had. 8171 WY. n 15 


vm. ; "he Wm. 
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Ges — Thang i a Latter from Ms, Ruſſe to the Henqurable Robert Palk, Eg. Pre- 
_ to ON; Sauer of. Fart Ne Core, received 13/6 Feb, 1766 0 5 


to the Gover- 


_ — Fort * 1 am 8 % informed, That, the Nabob bas a party now” burnin xe and 
t. George. © deſtroying all the huts in the bounds of Pondicherry, which will un- 
40 doubtedly be a ſubje& of new complaint, and I fear I ſhall find it a hard | 

44 matter td perſuade Ms Lan, that it is net, FAR orders from e bh 


67 10 Bie I W278 


r No IV. 
770 ae. Runa of > a "as * 1 na: 7 Gy of 2 St, "Gorge i in their 
whe Goverver DRE uary en, ed the 295 eptember 1279s 
> — 5 4 « Whilſt we e have cacifors' in the Nabob's eountries, there muſt be con- 
ihe-Court of % tape occaſion for officers, ſoldiers, and others, to paſs and xepaſs ; and 


Direors, een if theſe gartiſons were withdrawn, ſuch occaſions would frequently 
| coccur in the intercourſe between the Preſidency and the Circars in the 
„ North, and Cuddalote in the South. It has therefore been uſual to give 
10 paſi agreeable to the printed form in the packer to perſons going with 

* leave, or on duty from one place to another; meerly as a mark, or to- 
ken, chat they belong to the Company. The Nabod has thought pro- 
S | EN © per 


APPENDY SL 


* per to one to ſuch paſſes 2 detogatery le big ow harity,; and. 20,68, 
< that all perſons paſſing. through; his| country, Mall- be: furniſhed with bis 
* paſs;' or duſtuek.” . . Wie endeavobred to obviate this unreaſon - 
© able objection by aſſuring the Nabob, that it was not intended as an or- 
der for his officers; and as/ a proof of it, that We would willingly. alter 


” 


* 


the paſi to this form! Theſe are to require all perſons, under the Com- 
% pany's juriſdiction, and . rig, all other friends, of the Briciſh. nation, 
to permit, &c.“ or any other form He ſhould, like botter. We put Him 


© in mind that the Couernor of Pondicherry gove paſſes: in a ſimilar. form, 
« (a copy of one comes in the packet) and that uc objeltion was made to 
« them. Twas in vain : He perſiſted in his claim, and informed che 
<<. Preſident, chat unleſs it were complied with, He could not be anſwer» 
<< able for the apprehending of our deſerters- We know not, whether We 
©+ ought to impute to this declaration the loſs of four, men: very lately they - 
deſerted from Ponamalee, and taking the road to Pondicherry, were diſ- 
covered in the night, overcome with fatigue in a village near Alumpawa 
<< by the Tapal Peons, or Poſt Peons, who alarmed the village. The 
< men were ſeiaed and delivered over to the charge of the Nabe Amuls 
dar, . who ſuffered them to eſcape. in the night; and though they were then 
ve. fart wiles diſtant from Pondicherry, they reached it in ſafety; Several 
te other deſerters alſo from this garriſon have got ſafe to Pondicherry 
© which We think could not poſſibly happen if proper orders were given 
ve in the ſeveral villages. As it has never been” uſual, during all our in- 

<< tercourſe with the Nabob to uſe his paſſes for paſſengets 3 a8 the Com · 
«+ pany's Repreſentatives at Bengah while They were even under control of 
the Mogul Governmete, were allowed the prisilege of giving paſſes, ot 
* duſtucks for goods, which, however; We do noticlaim/heres We think 
« We ought not to give up this pen which is allowed io the French, 
* without * e 1 | | 


+ - $ n 2 4 6 — 
ee A V * W 50 DD 


8 o. V. 5 
Kuran 2 Fort Sr. Gorge open Cots, e 5 1 2 f. 


6a We "ue not, *till lately had op ſuſpicions, N the Nabob ever af 
« poſed to raiſe himſelf to a ſtale of independence; through the means of the 
© French. If ſuch ideas exiſt in Him, We believe: They are yet but in their 
* infancy, and ve cannot trace them further back, than a few months.“ 
» 4+ + + © We believe it may be boldly affirmed, that at, and from the cunclu- 
*« fon of the treaty of Paris, ill lately, the 11th" article of it was not meant or 
* underſtood, either in England, France, or India, to mean more than an ac- 
* knowledgment of tht Nabob's title, in order to pre vent the riſe ef Freſb troubles 
* enen the 8 and French; L by ſetting up ſome, and — other 
© Ca % claimants, 


LY 


» 
- L * 4 
No. V. 
ED. "6 


1 27 Jian. 
ald. 
—* at Fort 


St. Georze. 


40 Aren 4 


| 5 I . efaimants, under real, or pretended" ſunuds few deer Dilocen BAN f 
E * bow We underſtand; chat 7b acknowhgement: by | the | ſaid 110% article, is 
._  ,, conſttued to be a guarantee ; whereby the Nabob becomes an Ally: of the 
* Crown of Great Britain, The article is in every reſpect as ſtrong and con- 
 _*- yes the ſame preciſe ' ſpirit, with teſpect to the Grown! of France as the 
* Cton of England. If therefore the Nabob, by virtue of that article, 
84 1g become an Ally of the Crown of England, He is thereby, to all in- 
5 u tents and purpoſes, as much an Aly of the Crown of France. And is it 
. * probable,” that the Court of France will decline, or omit, to avail itſelf 
- * of the ſame arguments, which, but for another purpoſe, are uſed by 
the Court of England, to eſtabliſti an intereſt: and connexion, that may 
reſtore Them to a ſtate of equal importance in the Carnatic, with the 
art " Engliſh.” And is it probable, that the Nabob, ambitions, and defiring in- 
11 % dependence, ſhould neglect ſo fair an occaſion of counterbalancing a power, 
ſueb as the Engliſo, of which He has pretended to be |/o jealous, and of 
which (whether from jealouſy: or ambition) it is moſt certain He wiſhes 
to become independent; But other circumſtances concur: to favour the opi- 
Aplon that the Nubob proje3s a comexion with-the French. All theſe cir- 
= urfiſtances and the general tenor 'of © the. Nabob's late conduct, concur: to 
1 „ eſtabliſn in our minds, _ N 50 We have herein en =. ſoggelted, 
be; en in brief is this,” Ing ATT il ten ls wont 
ns EBT: 1£ Ho 


o Thar the Nabob! e bm INOS? 8 n and countenance 
465 ;:ofithe crowa to make him Self totally independent of the Company; and 
*, then, iy mians of the French, te counterbalance the. power. f the crown, ſo 
©, as fo be independent ef bath, and to throw his weight zanbeitten al e 
NJ Rags in dierent ene beſt ſuit his intereſts.” NN 


2 


No. vl. e r e 
1771. April Extra# of a Letter from the Court of Directors to the Self 8 at Er. 
* eee p St. George, dated the 10th April 1 771. 


ö . 2 Tbat You ſhould on no account withdraw Our troops from the for- 
Committee ** treſſes which they garriſon in the Carnatic.” ,..... * And to iſſue our 
2 st. e poſitive inſtructions that you do not at am future time, give the Nabob 

2 2 the leaſt reaſon to expect, chat ſuch a meaſure can poſſibly take place.” 
; No ſooner was the Nabob put in poſſeſſion of the ſaid forts, and 

the Company's tropps removed, than his own rebellious ſubjects were 
hardy enough to attempt fe-taking ſome of them, and their ſucceſs 

0 ſhews; that They had little more to do, than to appear before them in 

4 order to obtain poſſeſſion ; on which account, the Nabob him Self de- 

<< 'clared He was tired out with the frequent accoumts received of the depre- 

* n Oe plunderers, and that A. was W convinced, his troops 

4 « were 
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CP ND 


Feen % We cannot EY Feet 
* conceive, that He has even r ge r . n N 
81 of the ee . 
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\ Extra#t from, Fart $t, George Military cla. 24 June 1 © = 11 225 F lune 


Military 


« The original object of the war with Hyder Ally, was, to duct bjs Conſultations 
porter, which was grown dangerous to the Carnatic Papen Gat, for George, 
the government of which He had obtained a Sunnud from the 'Soubah. ; 
„Upon this ground the Nabob, or in other words, the Carnatic,” 8 1 7 
the principal, and the Company, who in their own e cls | 
07 0 fear from! Hyder Ally, were only. ante i . 
© The Nabol was him Self i in a great t the ag 17 thr en X 
** concluſion of the mar. All the conqueſts from Baramaul to Combettore, _ 
« were put into his Hands, except Euroad : the Seapoys He placed in te 
* forts for their defence, were neither paid, nor were the. forts. provided . 
«© with any proviſion or means of reſiftance : ſo that when Hyder Alx 
** marched down ſuddenly into thoſe countries in Dꝭcember 1769, everx 
place ſurrendered upon his appearance before it, without firing, a gun. 
Had any one fort reſiſted but ꝗ days, Major Fitzgerald, with his de- 
« tachment in purſuit of Hyder Ally, would have reached him, and pro- 
« 8 would have Ae all the W which W N 
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; No. vu. . 5 8 ; Fo. os 1 | 4 No. VIII. * 
Euras LU the we Caritas, dated Fort St; Gorge, 2805 e, 2e 
| » 444% 1772. 2 . 144 * E 
| at Fort St. 


4e At is wel known, that che ſtile and addreſs, a in tan ting in Ladis, George. 
are regulated according to the rank and ſtation both of the addreſſor 
« and the perſon addreſſed. This being the known and eſtabliſhed uſage 
e in the Eaſt, We may without difficulty aſſign the Nabob's motives for 
_ © the requeſt He now makes. He has long wiſhed to. render him Self inde- 
<* pendent of the Company, and to figure in the eyes of the country powers, 
“and nothing can more effectually tend to produce that effect, than to 
„ raiſe his own conſequence and to debaſe that of the Company: and the 
more elevated and diſtinguiſhed the ſtile and honours are, by which We 
„ addreſs Him, ſo much the more will Fs nin be Ws and 1 
„the eee $ W of 
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No. IX. Tut 1 HIS 5 $5: 8 2 323-13; ©.4 1 * * IX. 1545-254 THe | | | 
182 Milicary Extrat? of * a of Fort St. Gene, dated 16th Worm, | 
. * Conſultations , AI. 
at Fort St. ; 
N tc The Rajah of Tanjore, 5 an his late humiliation, certainly never con- 


e ſidered him Self at 4 dependant onthe Nabob: he held him Self equal to Him 

ag leaft : he paid, tis true, an acknowlegement yearly to the empire, but 

* conſidered the Nahob as no more than the Deputy, or the Officer of that Em- 

C pire, authoriſed to receive that acknowlegement, while He, the Rajab, 

4 held his kingdom by inberitance, and exerciſed every act of independent 

40 ſovereignty in it. Tis no. wonder, then, that He ſhould not have uſed 
the Arzdaſht, it might rather have been expected, that He would have 

© aſſumed a character of fuperior dignity to that 0 the Notes, whoſe office 

* 8 ee N at pleaſure.” 
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als e N No. x. 2 b f 
8 Ma Euras [6 a Letter $2 the Nabob of Arcot bo the Governor of Fort St, cue 
IIA Er and received the 3 May 1773. 
0 e vernor 


of Fort s. , I am the beſt judge of my own affairs, and I can beſt ola out 
1 © the beſt meaſures for thoſe expences, that my country is able to ſuſtain,” 

. » ++ + And I now therefore write You, that I cannot defray this extra- 

* ordinary charge, nor will I put in your option to place any charge to 

my account, without my firſt having given my conſent. And if You 

«© ſend Me an ny book 'of accounts, with any ſuch charged I ſhall ſend it 

„ back again . but if at times, when it may be neceſſary to 

s "ſettle ſome plan for the good of my affairs, and alſo with regard to the 


oo n number of troops I ſhall think ſufficient for the protection of my country, 


& and the mode of paying the expences . ... + +... ** reſpecting theſe 
5 DAY They villexcuſe Me, if I take the liberty of determining for * 
ee ae 


> No. XI. e | | No. XI. | : | 
oy . Euer frm For ve, George Military Conſultations, ated the 2 10 ere, 

Military Con- i 1773. ug 

ſultations at © gy 

Fort S+ 


George. 8 The Preſident Au the Board, that He has ceived a n ee 
« from General Smith, reprefenting in the ſtrongeſt terms, his apprehen- 

ſions for the ſecurity of Tanjore, if not garriſoned with the Company's 

5 troops and adviſing that the troops ſhould not march towards Nagore, 

«* until 


A F FEN DI X. 


« until the ſaſety of Tanjort i is provided for, by putting on Drain D. 
66, ſen in the place. Tbe Preſident then acquaints the Boand, that previous: 5 
to the receipt of the General's letter, He had repreſented to the \Nabob the 
% expediency of having an European garriſon in Tanjore.? ...... _ | 
That the Nabob had always evaded giving @ poſitive anſwer to the Pre- 
t ſident on this ſubje&.” ... . .'. The Board taking the ſubje& into N 
* conlideration, ate convinced, af the propriety: and geceſſity of our taking 
every meaſure in our power to Provide for the ſecurity of the new con. 
* queſt; and it og not appears chat . can be anſwered aun oy 
_ © "other 11280 ſo effectually. N 2 un 


* 
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Band 7 from Fort *.. George Military Conſents, du uin Speer _ ne” 


F e «09 ag. lily 
; -- Conſultations - 
The Preſident reports, chat He waited on the Nabob yeſterday eren at Fort St. . 


© ing, and communicated to Him the ſentiments of General Smith on the Georges. 

«© neceſſity of having an European garriſon in Tanjore ; and that He, the 

“ Preſident, had uſed.every argument h could deviſe to prevail upon the Nabob - -/ 7 

* to acquieſce i in the meaſure; that the Nabab had called again upon Him 

* this morning, and after muck. converſation on the ſubject, his: ultimate - 

determination was to the following purport=—That He was not in the 

| & leaſt convinced of the expediency of having an European garriſon in Tan- a ff 
“ Jjore, as He conſidered the place perfectly ſecure in: the" poſſeſſion of bis. 

©. own trop. That for the preſent He has no occaſſon for 

te the aſſiſtance of Europeans in Tanjore, when He has, He will then apply 

for them.“ . „ The Prefidene further added; that the Nabob 

« expreſt much 0 and appeared to be alarmed at our preſſing this 

< meaſure ſo ſtrenuouſly. D.... * His troops are ill paid and conſe- 

„ quently diſaffected to his ſervice without good diſcipline, or a proper re- 

. gard to military ſubordination ...... And ſince the Nabob is deter- 

« mined againſt the meaſure” .... . . or in conſequence of his refuſing , 

« to admit an European garriſon, | as General Smith recommends” 

«+.» + . * it was through neceſſity determined to deliver over the fort of 

+ Tanjore, as ſoon as ſubdued, to the Nabob it is optional with Him, 

„ whether to admit an European garriſon, or not” , “.. . ** but when 

« there is every reaſon to apprehend. it would have quite a contrary. 

« effect, and moſt certainly would produce vialent diſcuſt i in the Na» 

& bob, We could not think our Selves juſtified in adopting a mea- 

15 ſure, which might be attended with very diſagreeable conſequences... 

« Tt is evident' to the whole Board, from the diſpoſition of the Nahob,. 

« that the more this meaſure is urged, the more frenuouſly will be oppoſe - 

* fe + +. + » + © the Board are unanimous in their opinion to ad- 


E here : 
V \ | 


5 | 


** 


| Governor I ſhall never deem the place fafe with, ſuch « garriſon, and the bey 
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1 Council, dated the 28th Sept. 1776, ; 4 
Smith to the 


TIA % of Mullewakeel in the Myſore country confirms my opinion. 
e „ [hope the Honoutable Board will forgive. Me-if I have ſaid too much 
A on a ſubject I confeſs myſelf anxious about, which is the preſervation of 


he 162 2 a place, that bas coſt. us. ſome lives, and is WF more e than ad 
n n . 1 F 
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* St. "Gore ls Confultations, 29th Ne whe 


179 Fept. Earl of o Latter from the Governor and Council to Brigadier General Smith. 


ke above, 


FO 4h No arguments have been ume. hich We thought would: have 5 
« weight with the Nabob to induce Him to acquieſce in a mieaſure, ſo e/+ 
« ſentialſy neceſſary. If We thought that a refuſal to comply with his re- 
% quiſition, unleſs He conſented to what We propoſe, would be juſtifiable, 
or would be attended with any good conſequences, We ſhould not be a- 
<<. verſe to making the trial; but We fear the Mae would oy Glas 


p * On" ho HIT We wiſh.” 


| And uch fas this Faces . "ol preſent Nabob. The reader 

i makehis own comments on the conduct of the ſervants of the Company, 
who at the very time they are declaring this affectionate Ally to be ambirious—= 
to be defirous of rendering his Self independent of the Company—to be diſ- 
poſed, and ready, to join the French —ean think it their duty to feed his am- 
bition 1 to facilitate the means of rendering him independent of the Com- 
paty ; and to make him a tore defirable Ally to the French, by deſtroying the 
only check we had upon him by tripping of his kingdom the' only Ally 
epon whom we could depend, for the ſole Purpoſe of giving it to the only 
mi whom we e had to 3 51 
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Proofs that th Agon of " Demands mil 25 the Nateb on Ls 
. Rajah, was ſetthd in the, moſt equitable Manner by the Treaty of ' 
1762; and that this Treaty 8 always” underſtood by the Rajab, 
* Company; and the Nabob, ta be perpetual, to extend not only to 
* e a Fals 6. Sings tne 66 Nl * * an | 
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_ Extraft of 4 Letter from 1575 hon to "Gino eee an 1761. 
Account of the Tribute pretended io be dus to bim from. the. ſeveral Kings, 2 
N W fene wer and other en in * Frein yy ans Lord Pigote 


« When Nunjunda Raur and Morarirow. had been with Me i in T 

<© chinopoly, to aſſiſt me againſt Chundaſaheb's s ſiege, the King of Tan- 

« jore had alſo ſent a party to my aſſiſtance, but never failed to lay hold * 
of that opportunity of deſiring Me to exetupt ſomething im the arrears of _- -. 
« tribute, which were due to Me as abovementioned, and make ſome : : 
« abatement in the tribute alſo. As the Tanjore horſe were — 

4 pretty diſtant from the city of Tritchinopoly;- and would not approach 
to my aſſiſtance, unleſs I ſigned a treaty for the an wiener | 
ed, [ was Ge nt ang + the 4 0 al} $605 


"3 


vo n. i 2 288 of No, IT. | 

kuren of a Letter fron hems Pigot to Mw" Nas of tron, date the 1762. Jan. 
a2 Jaw, 2702; {11 11s 8 3s From 

rd Pigot to 


_ « I the mean time I think it will be proper to is Hh ein . ne 1 


« with the King of Tanjore, by way of treaty ; more eſpecially as. the ex- 
« * of men, and ſtores, and money, ſhould force be uſed, vill be un. 


Wii treaties, which the Nabob tows not. think Auggen He * afl to. 6gn 

Ant that which be is compelled to fign, js air valiv. The Letter, from which this extra 
is made, contains a ſtatement of demands on the Rajah alone of ane Catool, twenty lacks, 
and fifty thouſand rupees, beſides intereſt : and a ſtatement of demands on the — lang- 
holders, amounting to the annual ſum of more than a million of rupees, with arrears for four- 
teen years, and a demand on the King of Myſore, which alone is equal to all the laſt men- 
tioned ſame, For the recovery of all which ſums, He gravely aſks. for the affiftaqce of the 
Company's troops. If the ſame plea. — allowed to the Rajah, what becomes of the Treaty 
1771? He was ates to fign that treaty, not by the in force of affiftance. witbeld 
bat bythe poi mag ws his capital, 

a 6 ghd 
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« ayoidably greater than We can well bear. I fend herewith for your pe- 
4 ruſal, a copy of ſuch a letter as I think will be proper for Me to write 


| Him, which ſhould: be accompanied by one from your Excellency, ſet- 


No. Ul. 


Nabob 


Lord Pigot. | 


4 


ting forth the grounds of. your elaim, and the fum You demand. 1 
Oy Ano it is the cuſtom in this country to aft a 1 much larger ſum than is ex- 


* pefted to be paid, and indeed than is jah due: in this your own diſeretion 
« muſt be your guide; for You beſt know what engagements You entered 


into with the Rujah, in the time of your diftreſs, and how fur thoſe en- 


„ gagemente {if any there were) ure in juſtice, binding on You now, I. can 
« only therefore recommend moderation in your demands, as moſt conſiſt- 
ent with the part I undertake to act in this negociation; I mean that of 


«4. a mediator, This ſtands fully explained in my intended letter to the 
'® Rajah; and in that character I muſt be conſidered as a friend both to You, 
and to Him, engaged to do juſtice between you. I hope this plan will 


be attended with ſucceſs ; but ſhould He obſtinately refuſe to accept of 
« my 5 and mediation, I muſt then compel Him to ſubmit by 


Qs 9 91 = 


No. in. 


4 do Jon. Extra? if a Lune "_ be Nabob of Arcot to Governor Pot, und the 


| x96 Jan. 1762. 


1 havs — rn e d a i en 0e 
* and proper. Let Me inform You, that the affairs of the Peiſtaſn are not 


under the ſame rule and regulation, for it always depended on the ſtrengtb 


„ arms; and according as We make uſe of force, ſo They meet with ſucceſs. 


© The former Governors received of the Tanjore King large ſums of money 
by force, which is er ſet forth in the paper I delivered You before. 

By the Meſſing of God, and through your favour, 1 have more force, ond 
« powwer, than any body elſe; for the former Governors never had the 
« Engliſh troops with them. The. ſaid nation are faithful and ſincere 
« friends to Me. The memorandum I gave you of the Peiſcaſh, due to 
« Me from the King of Tanjore, is juſt and reaſonable (p). If the Engliſh 
« army is left entirely under my diſpoſal, regarding its march, encamp- 
«© ment, and in all other proceedings for receiving, or executing, at my 
&« diſcretion, affairs will immediately, and agreeably to the preſent times, 
de diſpatched in a better mamer; ſhould We endeavour to e 1 ne- 
hs: eee it will take up long time.” | | 
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ingof Tan · 


L colts the liberty. to infor You, — Dont Ft "ns : 
„ Alli Khan and Sadatulla Khan governed the Arcot country, They | 
© managed all the affairs to the northward themſelves [meaning the affairs 
& at the Pecan, Governor's, Morattoes, &c. Courts) and took care to keep 
© my Government free from all manner of moleſtation. At that time We 
paid ſome ſettled tribute, kept a ſmall army, ſettled its pay in modera- 
. tion, 3 to eee apd 
GW, "OOO m_ | n 
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— Geoerwr Piget t6 the Nadob of drevt, dated the e31/ 1764: May 
May 1763. . E 


- © I therefore think it is the beſt way to ſend a Gentleman to the Court © 
«* of Tanjore, with full power from You and from Nie to ſettle the affairs, 
e [have pitched upon Mr. Dupre for this ſervice, and have given Him 
& ſuch inſtructions as I think the circumſtances of affairs require. He will 
& wait upon You firſt to communicate to You my ſentiments, in every te- 
* ſpe, which I hope, and doubt not, will be agreeable to You; and in 
&© ſych caſe He will receive your inſtructions alſo, and then proceed to the 
« Court of Tanjore. The ſettling all affairs in this part of the country has 
152 2 left entirely to Tou; and I have not interfered otherwiſe than with 
© my advice. The preſent caſe is different: I confider the King of Tanjore 
5 4 ſovereign Prince, with whom jt is neither your Bube nor mine to 
« enter into a war if it can with 9 be avoided,” | 


LM 


| No, VI, ; No. 6. 
| Extratt of @ Letter from Mr. Dupri to the Nabob of A. 156, Pen 


| | +. Napre 
The Rajah inſiſts, that the bond for ſeven lacks of rupees, giyen to 5 Nabod, 


«© An'waro'dean Khan Bahadar, your late father, has been 4i/cherged, and 
He is ready to prove it by the Circars who paid it,” 


* He prodnces Your 8 5 releaſing Him from the po of ten 
cc rann. 1 


*Da ad G1 pas = He 


tec oped 


"Wo 


rr EN Dx. 


„ - grant under zun hand, and Gal, b. Cllddy, 4e 
Kun „ He inf, that the juſt;/ and laeful Peiſcaſh, according to the Mo- 
14% en is no more than s lacks. per an. and that it was paid at 
Hts. . that rate, from the time of eee 
_— eee eee ne rr 
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2762. _ Ju Ear of 6 Lat from th Ned of Arcot to Coverner Pf at ated the I b 
5 by 9 51 and received the 27th July 1762. Pi - 7 


Tube reaſon of My writing ſo fully to You is to let You WE 5 
« when the Tanjoreans tranſacted their affairs with the former Governors of 
« the provinces, They never aſked or admitted any mediators; but now 
* They deſire You to be a mediator z\ in which _ the OP, cannot be 
we a a or e fer ihe fa 


FLY 155 No. vill. 
1768. — Sept. Rat of Lit frm ts Crore end Clin! Ft a Gorge to Jas De 


' Governor pri, Eſq, dated the 20th Sept. 1762. 
und Conncil 


of Fort S t. Haring well weighed and conſidered all circumſtances, mines to the 
«, negociation with the King of Tanjore, the nature of the Nabob's de- 
e mands, the objections made by the King, and the propoſals offered by 
« Him, the conſequence of a rupture, and the advantages of an accommo- 
% dation; upon the whole We have come to a final reſolution, and have 
% obtained the Nabod's conſent to certain articles, which We hope the King 
«© may be prevailed upon to ſubſcribe to. Theſe articles are digeſted in form 

of a treaty, two parts whereof are delivered to You herewith ; the one 

4 ſigned by the Nabob, the other to be ſigned by the King, if He approve 

A ofi i and both ſublcrived by Us as Guarantees. 1118 


mart. „ j No. IX. 


1763. Dee. Extras of a ſeparate General Litter from the Court of Direflors to Governor 
$0. re = . Pigot, he the Nabob and the 9 C: T wen, dated the goth De- 


on Your wk peace between the Nabob, and the King of. Tanjore, 
« was an event, ſo much to be defired, that we cannot but be highly pleaſed 


(9) To all this the Nabob replied in general, that the Releaſes he gave were forced from 


din tat the tribute ſuould always be regulated by the force of the receiver and the weak- 
neſa of the tributary. | 


* with 


* 


APPEND A. 


© with itz eſpecially as the terms are 


. time too, when the ſtate of our military force was not in a condition for 
486 undertaking a new war, ; beſides involving Us in an ane, 
10 * the certain conſequences of milicary operations,” +: 


« Your proceedings on the whole. of this. 8 W ade 


agreeable and 3 1 

2 ties z but as in all probability a rupture with that Prince would have en- 

A i hrs la as an ally to the former: and whemanew the 
was lighted up, there is no. knowing bow it might ſpread; ata 


. 
23 * 


a : +» 05 CEE - 66 The twenty-ſix lacks of- rupees, which have been. recovered by 5 
| ** the ſaid treaty, and in full of all arrears, due to the Naboh from the 


** King of Tanjore, is in fact an happy acquiſition to the Company, as it 


* is to nn ps th of the 8 debt. 


— 2 
S . oY . 1 A \ Yb? | v. 
* * 0 


e of a Letter from Robert Pall Efq. — Fort St. Gorge to the 


v bk. 1 
© - "& L © wh Fe 94 «4 
11 ay . - #® 2 * ” T1 * 
1 - - = 7 * 
” ” 

No. 1 ; > P 0 ; 4 
©. 9 b . 5 , 8 

- 


1755 De 


| young King of Tanjore, dated the 23d December 1263. FE, 
We, 


be By a letter this, inſtant received from the Commandant of Tiitchings 2! 
'« poly, I have learnt che melancholy news of your father's death : 
&« always had a particular regard for Him, as well as a ſtrong attachment 
© to the government of Tanjore, I take this early opportunity to offer Tou 
% my compliments of | condolance on the deceaſe of my. good friend, 


4% your late father; and at the ſame time to congratulate You on your face 


« ceſſion to ſo high a dignity: wiſhing You ſucceſs in the management of that. 
government, which God Almighty has been pleaſed ta place in your bands.” 
« + + + + » ** alſo draw this happy preſage, that Tou will punctually fulfil 
* the engagements of your father, and carefully . cultivate the friendſhip of 
«© thoſe who were his friends. I need not obſerve, that the Engliſh have 
% always diſtinguiſhed them Selves by their conſtant, ſupport of, and 
« attachment to, the Tanjore government: and I fatter Myſelf your Ma- 
« jeſty will purſue ſuch meaſures, and obſerve ſo. prudent a conduct, that 
« the bands of friendſhip between Us will be ſtrengthened, rather. than 
« weakened. I will venture to recommend the ſame between the Nabob 
% and You, . whoſe intereſt is ſo ſtrongly united with us, that there can bee 


and as J Taxjore. 


. 


* 


4 no difference.” .....+» ©* You may At all times depend. on the firm. | 


« friendſhip of the * your ancient, and faihful SIN, 


ec 


1 


1 # 
— . f 59 = : } 
. 
5 p No. XI; 
l , = 
Ld + as wo * 


Palk to the. 


w 4 . * © 5 2 
* 0 O7 * — K * ** 1 1 ? 1. : ** 
5 go . 2 7 "» PE N D — Wa 
— 


1 1 a Wo. . ee e een ee 

29 Jane Part fs Later fem AE te Govrnor Pall — : 
| ho Ring of ages _ yy 6. - 

anjore to 


Governor _ 5c . at the time e of 9 He Was 
« pleaſed to ſay, that He had not acquired any money, but only procured 
0 the Nabob's, and Governor's friendſhip, as well as their brotherly affec- 
« tion, and that They will favour Me in every reſpect. Accordingly the 
% Nabob was fo good as to ſend Me a letter n with 2 preſent 


| e en Ke. 
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1763. Dec. Extraf of a Letter from the Nabob to the King of Tarte, dated the 37 De- | 
$34. Foun cember 1763. | 
r Ie is not in the power of . ben in lee be many good qualities 
8 of Rajah Pertaub Sing. You with your own eyes have ſeen the greatneſs 
of his friendſhip and regard for Me, and how he eſteemed Me as his 
* eldeſt brother.” . .. . . « * As your father looked upon Me as his eldeſt 
e Zrotber, I therefore eſteem You in the light of a ſon, and will ſnew You as . 

* much kindneſs, My greateſt deſire is, that our friendſhip may be en- 

* ſarged more than before. Let Me have the pleaſure of learning from 
Tou if there | is ay thing depending upon Me for the ſettling of your 
vernment.” .. .. .. ' It is neceſſary that You ſhould have always 

WE Ot your eyes my looking upon You in the light of a ſon” ...... 

FF I Tend You as a token of my regard, a horſe, an elephant, two diamonds, 

vr and a dreſs, conliſting of five pieces, 


a „ Tuthe Nabob's own n Hand. 2 


Vo 1 was katy afflicted at your father's death, but on account of your 
"* ſurceeding Him, am now eaſy. Make your Self happy in every reſpect: 
** [ook upon Me as your fried end at As rain is to a garden, lo 
* ” vill I be to you (r). D 


* 
WH: , 


BL. 5 dd . 5 
The King's * © Extra P a Letter from the King of Tanjare to the Nah. 
anſwer to the 


eceding — ** Juſt before He expired I aſked Him what advice and directions He 
ber. * had to give Me. He told me, that as to money, He had een none, 


(7) To common dae enge thi would appear the language of an qual to an equal, 
* el 2 Abtind, author of the Abſtract has diſcovered, that it is the ſtile of a lord to his vaſ- 


folio 8, : 
« but 


APPENDIX 5 


©, but that He had procuned your favour, brotherly love, and affeRion, and 
« that You would be a father to Me in his ſtead, and ſtill more kind, in 
<6 every reſpect, than He had been, and that I ſhould treat You inahe'fathe 
4e manner as He had done” ...... * Hoſſan Ally Khan tald Me in 
* your name, not to afflict my Self in any reſpect, that agreeably to the 
« agreement You bad made with my father at your meeting, You would fhew 
Me kindneſs.” . ... . . ** You may depend upon my acting conformably 
4 to the agreement made by my father, and doing nothing diſagreeable to 
« You. As theexpences of this government are very great, and the re- 


* venues ſmall, Vou ſhould continually have before your" eyes, the . 
* ſtrengthening of! it, and the enabling Me to manage the affairs Wee in 


% the beſt manner poſſible.” 11 * 


This too, the cunning Author of the Abſtract 8 8 
of a vaſſal: to a man of leſs diſcernment it would appear to be the lan- 
guage of an equal to an equal. —It talks of agreements, of friendfbip, of 
bretherly love; but ſays nothing of ſuperiority on the one hand, or of ſub- 


miſſion on the other. It is @ letter from a young to an old man: ſrom a 
man who was juſt going to take the reins of government, to ane who-had 
held them for years: from an -unexperienced Prinoe, to One vho had 
much experience, and who had been, or /had-pretended to be the faſt friend 
of his father: who acknowleged obligations to that father : Wh had 


A 


begged to be conſidered as a man who wiſhed to ſupply the loſs of that 


father. It ſpeaks therefore the language of reſpect, but not of vaſſalage. 


The Letters contained under the two laſt Letters of the Appendix, will 


have given the reader a juſt idea of the duplicity of the Nabob's character: 


of his inveterate hatred to the King of Tanjore : of his having formed the 
_ of ruining him from the very moment of his acceſſion. Hence too 

he Reader may judge of the modeſty of the Nabob, and his agent, 
who pretend that the preſent Rajah ** became the ſucceſſor of his father, of 
e is own accord, and contrary to the cuſtom. of the country ();“ whereas 


the Nabob's own letters, written at the time, ſpeak of his ſucceſſion, conn 
gratulate him on his ſucceſſion, as a ſucceſſion to his undoubted heredi 


rights : hence too the reader may judge of the veracity of the Nabob and 


his Agent, who declare that the treaty of 1762 did not extend to the deſcen- 


dants of Peftaub Sing, whereas the letters of the Governor of Fort St. 
George, which congratulate the preſent King on his ſucceſſion to the throne, 
expreſsly declare that he is bounden by the agreements of his 2 157 which 


agreements ate contained in that very treaty. 


The treaty of 1762, and aletter written by Lord Pjgot to the Nabob, on the: 
ſubject of this treaty, og cloſe the Appendix. This letter. is a very. capital. 


(x) See Nabob's Letter, folio 5. 
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performance: it does equal honour to his integriey and diſcernment, and 

contains a full proof of what has been ſo often -repeated ; that the ſyſtem 
eſtabliſhed. by the treaty of 1762, is that ſyſtem to Which the Company ; 
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Tuna from Lord Pigot 10 the Nabob, dated Auguſt 121h 1762. 


Al received the letter You did Me the favour to write Me, dated 17th | 
4 July. I have left it unanſwered till this time, becauſe I expected to 
have had the pleaſure of ſeeing You ; but as I do not hear of your ſet- 
ting out, and it is not proper to loſe time in a buſineſs of this importance, 
„will now give You my ſentiments freely. I know full well that it is 
«the cuſtom of Indoſtan to ſtudy more how to write politely and pleaſingly, 
e than how to expreſi the ſentiments of the heart: but the ſtrict friendſhip 
„ which ought, and I hope ever will ſubſiſt between You and the Com- 


g panys renders the cuſtom improper in tranſactions between Us. I have 


ways expreſt my Self in plainneſs and ſincerity: I will continue to do 


eo, not doubting but it will be agreeable to Tou. 


Before I reply particularly to the articles of your letter, it is neceſſary, 
*« that I deliver my ſentiments on a ſubje& which regards your future hap- 
* pineſs,. as well as the intereſt of the Company ; and 1 do it the more 
1 earneſtſy, as I have ſome thoughts of leaving India ſhortly, and I ſhould 
**: reproach my Self of being wanting in the duty I owe to my Employers, 
and inthe regard I owe to You, were I to return to my native country, 
% and leave you in any doubt on a point of this importance. | 


Lou muſt excuſe Me if L err in judgment ; but I think I have reaſon 


* to conclude, from many -inſtances, that your future. views extend far 


«beyond the limits of your power; and conſequently the objects of them 


« muſt be contrary to your true intereſt, 


20 When the company firſt took up arms in your favour, they found 
Lou ſeated in the government of this province, according to the conſti- 


'* tution of the country: and it has been in ſupport of that conſtitution, that 


% They have waged à twelve years war on your behalf; but They never 


had an idea of foreign conqueſts. The expulſion of the French having 


0 ; 3 


ali oor ofa this province from competitors, my firſt care was to fix 
Mita firmly in your government: You then deſired to be aſſiſted with a 


force, to collect from the Zemindars a reaſonable tribute, and you was 


or ;iſted accordingly z not with any intention of making conqueſts, 


eres T but 
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*. You to reimburſe the Company the fums They had expended in the war. 


- 


cc but to reſtore order and juſt obedience in the TORTS and to enable 


F # 
* 
1 * 


% Even Moitiz Ally Khan (wicked as Er was) might to this” bout, have 
«© enjoyed his fort, and Jaghire, had He been wiſe, and conſented to 


«« pay a reaſonable ſum. To conclude;- the ſame prigciples that induged 
« the Company to ſpend ſo much blood and treaſure in ſupport of your, 


„ government, will lead Them equally. w ſupport every other lawful go- 


* vernment, and to maintain peace | in | the country that the © Py may be 
66: happys and their trade flourith, : n 


I now proceed to the affairs of the king of Ta : * wi 1 moſt 
*« take the liberty to ſay, You ſem much more deſirous of making @ con- 
4, of bis country than f /e/tling am with Him: for though Yoy, 
* diſapprove every article af bis propoſal, ; yet Lou would accept ihe ſun. 
% He offers, without mediation, You ſay 4/ hat is, 2 ould willingly take 
te money, but fill be left at liberty, and reſalvr in your own mind to attack 


Hin, whenever You ſhould find your Self able to do ſo; Is this juſt ? Sub- 


« der Ally Cawn's example is the worſt Tou can place befare your 08 75 


« for he was, * ante "3 GON an oppręſſor. 


41 will take a review of the articles propoſed by the King of Tan = 


jore and of your remarks on them, and give my OW on both. 


The King's Propejat. 
hy 


ho, To pay oventy ras licks of rupees Peiſcath in d 70. He alſo 
&« offers five lacks of Durbar- charges, and would have this admitted infull 


| 1 to the end of Phaſby 1192.” 5 ey 
| The Nabob's 13 l 


/ 


© You do not diſapprove the fam, but inſiſt on the whole in ready mo- 


6 ney, and that only in mat to the endof Fen! 1171. 


* Out of the five lacks Durbar«charges, one lack is 3 is the 
cuſtomary duty at Tanjore, called Dahaiky, which Mr, Dupre tells Me 
« You are farisfied with,” 


If the remaining twenty. fix lacks be paid in two ves, and hatin 
< full to the end of Phaſby 1171, 1 think it ſhould be accepted; and in 
r that caſe, your account may be immediately diſcharged- of that ſum, and 
* the King of Tanjore will then become debtor z ſhould He fail in pay ment, 
* ſuch a breach of treaty will expoſe Him more juſtiy to our reſentment, 
et W . 4 
In 
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my 105 Hei k 419 ne en 11. 0 e ee de hd 
but I" conſideration of the ſaid ſum, the King deſires, 8 1 and Wt 

<«< ſeven lacks of rupees, given by Him, to the late Nabob, An'waro'dean 
: Khan Bahadar, er up the ſame 1 He alledges) being 
« pad. l | 


41 You ſay the amount of this bond is juſtly due from the king. belides 


« the Peiſcaſh He ſtands indebted to You,” 


e That the bond remains in your hands is certain, and that no 1 of 
«* it has been paid to You, is equally true; but the King undertakes to 
prove, that five lacks in part thereof, were paid in ready money, by cer- 
* tain Soucars, to your late father; and that the rents of the Moyaveram 
country were aſſigned to Him for the payment of the reſt. If the King 
can ſhew this clearly, as He ſays He can, that ſum cannot in juſtice be 


demanded again, although the bond be in Your poſſeſſion ; ours in enn 
<< caſe TE Honour requires, that it ſhould be delivered 0 ; 


FRE | oY IF: FOES, , 47 III. 


1 The King deſires, that the for and Taghi of FINN be be 


4 to the Killedar,” 


FO | 
% Nou ſay, that the King has no right to aſk this; even his predeceſſors 
te had not a legal right to Tanjorez and here You give Me ſome particu- 


4% lars of the conqueſt of Indoſtan by the Mogul, in conſequence of which, 
« all Indians acknowledged Him Sovereign and paid Him a Peiſcaſh.“ 


«© 1 think it not at all to our preſent purpoſe to enquire into the legality 
« of the preſent King's rights; it is ſufficient, that He is acknowledged by 
© the whole country, and was ſo long before You had a Sunnud for the Co- 
« vernment of the Arcot province. We found You a Nabob, and therefore 
« ſupported You as ſuch: We found Him King of Tanjore, and have no 


'& inclination to diſturb Him, if He will comply with reaſonable terms. 


« As to the Killedar of Arnee, as far as I can learn, He by inberitance 
« from his anceſtors, did poſſeſs that Jaghire by as good a title as any other 
« Jaghirdar in the country: He never interfered, during all the late 
* troubles, either on the one fide, or the other. It was, however, rea- 


* ſonable, that He ſhould pay a moderate ſum towards the charges of the 


« War; He was fooliſh, and therefore would not comply with Our de- 


4 mands, We were obliged to attack his fort and take it. There is, 


«© however, 


Ir EN 


Py 1 a great difference between Him and Mortiz Ally Khan; this. 
te . laſt was a wicked and perfidious and dangerous man, and your declared 
enemy; the other was a peaceable, inoffenſive man, whoſe only fault 


was indiſcretion. - And whether the King of Tanjore had made this an 


th 115 article in his demand or not, I ſhould equally have recommended to You 


cc 
c 
4c 


88 


to reſtore Him his Jaghire, keeping the fort yourſelf, He paying an- 
nually the cuſtomary tribute; this will be acting agreeable to your uſual 9 
0 a and 8 a good name in the 99283 115 


The King of Tanjore deſires that ca and Chngud may be c con 
| firmed to Him.” 4 [1-6 | | 


te ' You 1 that You did grant Him a Saving for theſe places; 


but that it is proper to recall it; and take the places back; becauſe, 
whilſt They are in your poſſeſſion, it will enable You, whenever You 


think proper, to cut the bank and thereby deprive. the Tanjore country f 
water (as Subder Ally Cawn did). If the King pays the ſum of money 


before mentioned, there will be no occaſion to cut the bank, Bot Sub- 
der Ally Cawn, You ſay, by that means poſſeſt Himſelf of the whole 
Tanjore country, and placed a garriſon in the fort; and zberefore it is pro- 
per You ſhould have the power of doing the ſame. 1 differ from You in 


opinion, If the King pays his Peiſcaſh regularly'and behaves Himſelf in 


a friendly manner, He ought not to be diſtreſſed : We ought to content 
Ourſelves with a peaceable enjoyment of our own, without diſturbing 


the quiet of our neighbours: but ſhould it at any time be neceſſary to 


make war upon the King, it will be no difficult matter to cut the bank; 


even though Coiladdy and Clangad remain in his poſſeſſion; and I think 
You cannot, conſiſtently with the dignity of your character, revoke the | 


Sunnud You have given.“ 


V. 


« The King deſires a promiſe, that You will not, in future, demand 
more Peiſcaſh than is expreſt in the Mogul's accompt.“ 


Remark. : 


“% You ſay Subder Ally-Cawn and Coja Ab-dulla Cawn, with a ſmall 


army, collected large ſums, but that at leaſt You ought to receive as 
much as what your late father ſettled,” 


et «G6: 8 


APPENDIX 
4 . affairs on a juſt and equitable foeting, 


4 that peace may be firmly eſtabliſhed, the ſums levied by former Nabobs 
*« by oppreſſion and force of arms cannot be brought as an example: 
e jt is better to look back to the times, when peace and juſtice prevailed. 


« Iam of opinion, that if the Rajah pays in future the ſame ſum for Peiſ- 
* caſh as appears in the Mogul's books, and Durbar-charges, as was uſual, 
“during the Government of Zulpheher Khan and Sadatulla ena it 


e will be juſt and proper.” 
© Having now given You my opinion of the whole, I muſt obſerve, 


© that if the above ſum of twenty · ſix lacks be transferred from your ace 


«« compt to the King's, You may very eafily diſcharge the balance in the 
* courſe of the preſent year of Phaſby 1172, without diſtreſſiag the coun- 


4 try: but if You were to raiſe the whole this year on the country, the 


« ſame cruelties would be practiſed by the renters, as have been uſed in the 
« aft yearz though there is in reality no occaſion for diſtreſſing the people 
in ſuch a manner. That We may finally adjuſt all theſe affairs, and ſome 


, others of importance, I wait with impatience for the n of OY You 


here. I hope, therefore, You will on, ſoon,” _ 


| Treat between the Nohob and King of Tavjore 


| T us v] Fort St, George, 2005 Sepe. 1762, 
At a Conſultation, Preſent, _ 
GzoRroet Picorz, Eſq. Governor, Preſident, 


 STrinatR Lawntence, Roniart PAL, 
CHARLES BOUCHIER, Jon PysBus, 
Jostas Dur RR, IJAuES ALEXANDER, 


Jokx 8 


© The following draught of a treat to ho executed between the Nabob, 
* and King of Tanjore, and guarantied by the Preſident and Council, is 
* now laid before the Board, and approved of, 


«A treaty and agreement made and concluded between Woomdalool 
e Moollock Serajah Dowlah Anaverde Cawn Behauder Munſoor Jung, 


Nabob of the Carnatic Pyen Gaut, and Pertaub "0g, Rajah of Tan- 


« jore, in manner following, ; 


. v * 


« Whereas a deſtructive 4 8 and carried on by the French, 


« and their Allies, againſt the ſaid * hath for many years laſt paſt, 


1 — 


* 
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** Huſted and afflited the province of the Carnatic Pyen Gaut, in which 
% war, the ſaid Nabob Anaverde Cawn Behauder®, hath at length, with the 


0 Mlance of his Allies, proved victorious, and reſtored peace and tranqull- 


e ity to the ſaid province. And whereas, at ſundry times, during the ſaid 
© troubles, the ſaid Rajah Pertaub Sing did yield ſome aid and affitance 


5 to the ſaid Nabob Anaverde Cawn, whereby, as well as by the neceſſary 


<*c defence of his own kingdom againſt the French, he hath been put to great 


„ expence; and whereas, by reaſon of the ſaid troubles, neither the ac- 
« count of Peiſcaſh, due from the ſaid Rajah o the Mogul, and payable 
© to the Nabob of the Carnatic, nor the account of expences of the ſaid 
4% Rajah, incurred as aforeſaid, have been ſettled or adjuſted: but now it 
having pleaſed God to reſtore peace to theſe countries, by the expulſion 
„of the common enemy, the ſaid Nabob, and the faid Rajah, being 
* equally deſirous that the people whom God hath placed under their rule 
« may enjoy the full fruits thereof, have mutually conſented tu eſtabliſh a 
e ſirm friendſhip between them, and to that end, they have agreed, and 
* do agree, to ſettle and adjuſt all accounts and matters of diſpute between 


c them in manner following; and they do faithfully promiſe, cach me 


” what concerns himſelf, punctually to perform the ſame. 
„ Firſt, The ſaid Rajah Pertaub Sing doth hereby oblige himfelf to pay 


© unto the ſaid Nabob, Anaverde Cawn Behauder, the ſum of twenty-two 


« Jacks of rupees, coined in the Engliſh Eaſt India Company's mint, at 
Fort St. George, or the value thereof, in ftar pagodas, coined in the 
« ſaid mint, valuing the ſaid rupees at the rate of 350 for 100 pagodas, 
C at the times, and in manner following, that is to lays 


* On 10 day of ſigning chis agreement 2 5 the ſaid Pertaub Sing, three 
ä « lacks of rupees — — 3, 0000 
«© In the month of April, 1763, five lacks of rupees, — 6, oo 
In the month of November, 1763, five lacks of rupees ' — 5,00000 
«© In the month of April, 1764, five lacks of rupees — 5,00000 
4 In the month of Auguſt, 1764, four lacks of rupees — 4,00000 


In all Rupees 22, ooo 


% And the ſaid Nabob, Anaverde Cawn Behauder, doth agree to accept 


* of the ſaid twenty-two lacks of rupees, in full payment and ſatisfaction 
* for, or on account of Peiſcaſh, and in full of all accounts and de- 


© mands whatſoever, unto the 10th day of July laſt paſt, being ul full 


< term and expiration of the year of e 1171. 
| _ a 


66 Secondly, 
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- +14. Secondly, The aid Rajah Pertaub Sing doth a phlige himſelf 
« to pay yearly, in the month of July, unto the ſaid Nabob, Anaverde 
„ Cawn Behauder, or his ſucceſſor, the ſum of two lacks of rupees, as 
% Peiſcaſh, or tribute to the Mogul; and foraſmuch as it hath been the 
s uſage and cuſtom to make certain preſents to the Nabob, and his prin- 
« cipal officers, at the time of paying the annual Peiſcaſh, the ſaid Ra- 
{© jah doth promiſe to pay yearly, to the ſaid Nabob, or bis ſucceſſors, at 
«© the day and time of paying the ſaid Peiſcaſh, the further ſum of two 
% lacks of rupees, as a preſent, provided that no further ſum, either for 
« Peiſcaſh, or Durbar charges, be demanded of bim; which ſaid two lacks, 
6 making together four lacks, ſhall be paid in rupees, coined in the Com- 
% pany's mint, or in ſtar pagodas, at the abovementioned exchange. And the 
*«. ſaid Nabob, Anaverde Cawn Behauder, doth agree to accept of the firſt nam- 
t ed ſum of two lacks, in full for the annual Peiſcaſh due to the Mogul, and 
5 alſo of the ſecond named ſum of two lacks of rupees, in full for the uſ- 
«© val and cuſtomary preſents, or Durbar charges; and doth Om" m_e 
al, m_ that be will not demand any my more. 


1 Thirdly, Whereas the ſaid Nabob, Anaverds Cawn Rebaniles. bark 

« jn his poſſeſſion a bond, given by the ſaid Rajah Pertaub Sing unto 
« the ſaid Nabob's late father, Anaverde Cawn Behauder, dated the 15th 
«© moon Zehedgha Hygra, 1158, for the ſum of ſeven lacks of rupees, 

which bond appears fair and uncancelled, and without any receipt or 
«© endorſement thereon, although the. ſaid Rajah Pertaub Sing doth al- 
% lege, that the ſame, or the greateſt part thereof, hath been diſcharged 
* the ſaid Nabob, Anaverde Cawn Behauder, as a teſtimony of his good 
* inclinations to cultivate a laſting friendſhip with the ſaid Rajab, doth 
«© promiſe, at the time of ſigning this agreement by the ſaid Rajah, that 
« he will cauſe the ſaid bond to be delivered up to him to be cancelled, a as 
88 if the ſame had been fully pe and diſcharged. | 


„ Fourthly, The ſaid Nabob Anaverde Cawn Behauder, doth hereby 
© confirm unto the ſaid Rajah Pertaub Sing, the full and free poſſeſſion 
«© and enjoyment of the diſtricts of Coiladdy and Clangad, which diſtricts 
the ſaid Nabob did give and grant unto the ſaid Rajah, during the late 
«troubles, as may appear by the ſaid Nabob's Sunnuds. . — 


Fiſthly, the ſaid Nabob, Anaverde Cawn Bebavider, having expended 
% immenſe ſums, during the late troubles, in defence of the province 
© under his government, found it neceſſary, after the expulſion of the com- 
% mon enemy, to call upon the ſeveral Zemindars, Polygars, and Jagge- 


„ dars, to contribute each a moderate ſum towards re-imburſing the mo- 
c 


nies ſo expended, in ORE] the bleſſings of the peace, of which they 
„ became 
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f . A eg en ad demand of 6 1. 

6% Killedar of Arni, his reaſonable quota; but the ſaid Tremaul Row hav- * 

ing obſtinately refuſed to comply therewith, and having alſo, in other 

0 reſpects, behaved himſelf diſobediently, the ſaid Nabob found himſelf” 

© obliged to compel him to a compliance with his demand, and did accord- 
«ingly ſubdue and take the forts of Arni and Doby Guddy, with all the 

«© Jaghire thereunto belonging, | as alſa the perſon of tbe ſaid Tremaul Rom, 

« with his family and otbers. The ſaid. Nabob having thus convinced the 

« ſaid Tremaul Row, and all the world that he can, and will, enforce due 

„ obedience in all who are ſubject to his government, is now equally deſir - 

« ous of ſhewing to all mankind, that compaſſion | is ſtronger. in him than re- 

<« ſentment ; for theſe motives, as well as in condeſcenſion to the requeſt of 

the ſaid Rajah Pertaub Sing, the ſaid Nabob doth hereby promiſe, that 

as ſoon as the ſaid Rajah ſhall have ſigned this agreement, he the ſaid 

Nabob, will cauſe the ſaid Tremaul Row, with his family, attendants, - FR 

« andall other perſons, who were taken and made priſoners at Arni, to be | 

T* releaſed and ſet at full liberty; and further, that on the day the ſum of | 

„e three lacks of rupees, mentioned in the firſt article hereof, ſhall be paid, 

& he will cauſe the ſaid Tremaul Row to be put in full poſſeſſion of the 

© hole Jaghire he poſſeſſed, and enjoyed before the capture of Arni (ex- bw” 

<« cepting, however, | the ſaid fort, and Doby Guddy, which the ſaid Na- 5537 ph 

© bob will retain in his own poſſeſſion) and provided that the ſaid Tremaut | 

* Row ſhall not, at any time hereafter, erect, or cauſe to be erected, any 

&* fortreſs, walled pagoda, or other ſtrong hold, and that he ſhall not 

even, erect, or build, any wall round his dwelling-houſe, exceeding. 

eight feet high, or two feet thick, and further, that the ſaid Tremaul 

Row (ſhall in all things behave himſelf with due obedience to the govern- 

ment, and pay yearly, in the month of July, unto the ſaid Nabob, or 

his ſucceſſors, the ſum of ten thouſand rupees; and the ſaid Rajah Per- 

taub Sing doth promiſe for the ſaid Tremaul Row, that he ſhall in all 


things de mean and behave himſelf enn and pay yearly the ſtipu- 
4 lated ſum. | 


$ &@ GVealtdby the parties. 


„% WE George Pigot, Eſq. Governor of Fort St. George, and all the 
forts, factories, and places, ſubordinate thereto, Preſident of the Coun- 
cil for all the affairs of the Engliſh Eaſt India Company on the coaſt of 
Coromandel, and alſo the ſaid Council, whoſe names are hereunto ſigned, 
having greatly at heart the peace and tranquility of the countries where 
the Company hold poſſeſſions, and to which They trade, fee with great 
s ſatisfaction, the concluſion of the treaty of friendſhip between Nabob 
« Woomdaloo] Moolock Serajah Dowlah Anaverde Cawn Behauder Mun- 
% ſoor 8 Nabob of the Carnatic Pyen . and Pertaub Sing. Ra- 


& jah 


F. 


40 


ta languages, that one of the Perſian copies, with a Moratta and 


APPEND I X. 


ing, and deſirous, as much as in Us lies, to eſtabliſh: the friendſhip | 


© between them upon a laſting foundation, do hereby promiſe to guarantee | 
% ie performance of. the ſaid; treaty, being thereunto invited by both parties ; 


„ 


CC. 
66 
cc. 


cc 
66 


e the a of TEN 1762, 


c and accordingly we do hereby promiſe, as far as in Us lies, that in caſe 
“ ęither party ſhall fail in the performance of the articles He: hath hereby 

undertaken to perform, or any part thereof, We will, to the utmoſt of 
our power, aſſiſt the other party, to compel Him who ſhould fail to 
fulfil; His agreement, and to render due ſatisfaction for His failure 
therein, In witneſs, whereof, We have hereunto ſet our bands, and 


cauſed the ſeal of the faid Company to be affixed hereto, in. For St. 


GROROI Picor, &c. 


My ten, that two o copies thereof Pn wrote in the Perſian and Morat- 


6c 
«6 


of 


. 


Engliſh tranſlation annexed, be. executed by the Nabob, and delivered 
to the King of Tanjore; and that a Moratto copy, with a Perſian and 


& Engliſh tranſlation annexed, be executed by the King of Tanjore, and 
delivered to the Nabob; and that the inſtrument by which the Governor 


and Council guarantee the fame, with a ee e e Apnea 
be annexed to each of the parts. | 


The following Iiftru8ions are now figned and delivered to Me. Der 
To Tofias Dapre, Efq. 


yo Having well weighed and conſidered all circumſtances, relative to the 
negociation with the King of Tanjore, the nature of the Nabob's demand, 
the objections made by the King, and the propoſals offered by Him, the 
conſequences of a rupture, and the advantages of an accommodation; 
upon the whole, We have come to a final reſdlution, and have obtained 
the Nabob's conſent to certain articles, which we hope the King may be 
prevailed on to ſubſcribe to. Theſe articles are digeſted in form of a 
treaty ; two parts are delivered You here, one to be ſigned by the King, 
if He approve of it, and both ſubſcribed by Us as guarantees. You are 


to proceed to Tanjore, and endeavour to prevail on the King to accept the 


terms propoſed ; ſhould You ſucceed herein, in ſuch caſe, upon his ſign- 
ing that part of the treaty which is drawn out in that intention, You are 
to deliver to him the other part, which is ſigned by the Nabob, and re- 
ceive from Him the ſum of three lacks of rupees, mentioned in the firſt 


« article 


jah of Tanjore, of which the foregoing is a tranſlation, and being will- 


z 


* 
1. 
. 


40 
40 
(C 
tc 
40 
<6 


cc 
cc 
| cc 
ce 
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article of the 2 to be paid i in I money, or you may accept of 
Soucar bills for the ſame. — | 


* You are alſo to receive from the King, in ready money, or Soucar 


bills, five lacks of rupees, which he offered az'a preſent; '\This fun is 


not mentioned in the treaty, becauſe it is not the cultam, in tranſactions 
between the Indian powers, to mention in public writings, the ſums 
given as preſents; of the ſaid ſum, the Nabob has conſented to diſtri- 
bute amongſt the King's principal officers, one lack for their uſual cuſtom 
called Dahaitry, and the remaining four are to be placed to tbe en of 
His account with-the Company *, ö 


2 By the third article of the treaty, the Nabob W that upon the 
King's ſigning the treaty, He will cauſe a bond, given by the King to 
the Nabob's late father to be delivered up and cancelled, The ſaid bond 
is incloſed, and Lou are to deliver it up accordingly, upon the King's 
ſigning the treaty, but not otherwiſe, 


t The Nabob alſo engages, by the fifth article, that on the day of ſign- 


«c 
ce 


ing the ſaid treaty by the King, he will cauſe Tremaul Row, late Kille- 
dar of Arni, with his family, &c: to be releaſed, and ſet at liberty: en- 
cloſed is the Nabob's order ſor that purpoſe, which is to be uſed __ 


ingly. 


* If You ſhould not be able io prevail on the King to fign VR ode as it 
is drawn out, You att to acquaint Him, that You are not empowered 
to make any further conceſſions and alterations and thereupon You are to 
take your leave and return hither. - 


We wiſh You ſucceſs, and ate, 
494: 


| your affectionate friends, 


Fort St. George, 


Re ty het | GEORGE PIGOT, &. 


* The King of Tanjore's Vaqueel bn 60 This was e as. a tarts to Mr. ue 
1 but he N not receive any 7. 


vg, and carried it to the Company's accompt.” 


J 
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= Breed Dobbeer' s Account of the State of T anjore from. the Depoſition, to the 
count of the e org of the N bs inſerted by _ de e in 40 nen. 


ſtate of Tan- 


de poſition, to | L. 14 55 * 

the reſtor , _—. | | 17 
tion, of the - | „ 4 Pige Y Introduttion. | 

Rajah, | a : 


"e The revenues collected from the Tanjore country; a the time it 
5 1 has been i in We hands of the N deere 150 I am ed as Ts,” 2 


chaten ; 

41774 2,900,000 | ; 
n 5,000,000 
es 1776 1, 80, ooo 


« Total | | $47 50,000 


. Out * this ſum is to be deducted the charge of colleRtion repairs 
of tanks, &c. the amount whereof in the laft year was about 600, ooo 
&« Chuckrams, Suppoſing this as a medium; the amount in three years 
« will be 1, 800, ooo; this deducted from 9,750,000 will leave 7, 980, ooo, 

which will be nearly the amount of what the Nabob bas received from 
the Tanjore revenues, clear of all charges, and expences, whatever, An 
. e e immenſe ſum—llittle leſs than 4, ooo, ooo pagodas. The revenues of this 
<< year will fall greatly ſhort of the uſual amount, occaſioned by the di- 
«© ſtrafted ſtate of the country, as repreſented in the following memorandum, 
* which was annexed to the accounts delivered to me by the Dobbeer, who 
informed Me, that the balance for this year, in grain, and money, 
* amounts only to 550,000 chuckrams.” 


Dobbeer's Memorandum, : 


Though the above ſum of 550,000 chuckrams occurs as a remainder, 

*« due from the inhabitants on a general ſtatement of the revenue accounts, 
yet it eannot be conſidered, as a balance, which can ever be collected; 
for the month of April is near at an end; and yet the grain, from va- 
rious impediments, has not been fully reaped ; the conſequence of which 
* has been, that a quantity of rain having fallen, the water ſtands two. 
hands deep in the paddy fields, and much grain is damaged no judg- 
ment therefore can be formed of the produce, till it is threſhed, and 
* meaſured. 


5 N 
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ee meaſured. Now the eſtabliſhed cuſtom of the Tanjore country, has 


| hitherto been, to gather in the harveſt, and complete the collections, 
within the month of March; but Tukkaws and Towjees having been made 
out upon the country this year, to the amount of fixty lacks of chuckrams, 


G, 


the inhabitants took zbe alarm, as conceiving the whole weight of this cala. 


* mity would fall upon Them. But this was not their only ſubject of ap- 


e prehenſion ; for They had received their advances of grain, for ſeed, | 


© and other purpoſes; of the Circar, in the beginning of che year, at the 


* rate of ſeven gold fanams pet cullum; and now, according to the new 
aſſeſſment, They were to account for it with the Circar again at the rate of 
© only two and one-balf gold fanams per cullum. They were now hard preſſed 
1% too for the payment of their balances of laſt year, which were calculated, 
not from the produce, but from the aſſeſſment of the lands, as farmed out 
* out to Them by the Circar. The Ameens alſo having rated the lands 
above their real value, were continually forcing the people, by impriſon- 


on pute by Them (the Ameens) to be due, as though they had originally been 
« farmed out to them at the rates now impoſed ; during which tranfactions, 
ee they prohibited the cutting of the grain. Having thus procured theſe 
1% notes (a) of part of the inhabitants, and reſolving, that if the Rajah ſhould 
te be reſtored, He ſhould have no balance te collect, they delivered them 
« over to the Tunkawdars, the regiments, &c. which increaſed their ſuffer- 
e ings. Such were the circumſtances, which alarmed the inhabitants, and 
made Them elope to Negapatam and the confines of the ſea- port towns; 


* and thus the harveſt was delayed till the month of March was over. But 


Nizam- ul Deen Ahmed Khan applied himſelf to the appealing the inha- 
« bitants, and diſpatched cowls, with the cutchery ſeal affixed, into all the 
4 ſoubahs, aſſuring Them, that the notes, which the Ameens had taken 
& from Them by violence, ſhould be returned to Them; that the lands 
« ſhould no longer be rented to Them as farms, but managed as Circar- 
* Jands ; that their advances of grain, and the laſt year's balances ſhould 
* be accounted for in the ſame manner as this year's revenue; and finally, 
« that they ſhould ſuffer no longer from the Tunkawdars, and Towjeedars. 


„ By this means, He recalled the people, returned them their notes, and 


6 ſet the lands on the proper footing. But fo great a delay in gathering 


** the harveſt having Already taken place, and a, great deal of rain having 


te alſo fallen in that interim, the inhabitants have of neceſſity ſuffered: a 
© conſiderable loſs ; and on this account it is, that the above balance can- 
not be made good. 


(a) Theſe erhaps might be the bonds, as Mr. Benfield calls them, of the inhabieants, 
which the Nabob's ſon aſl;gned to him. „ 
f 8 55 Proofs 


+ — — 


ment, and other ads of violence, to give Them notes for the ſums con- 


to the Nabob, © 


Ss 7+. 


* 
| H 
— 
' 


Proofs that the Countrics, which, in bis Letter to Cammodbre Hughes, 

the Nabob denies to belong to the Rajah, were in poſſeſſion of the Ra- 
- Jah at. the Concluſion of the T1 reaty F 1762, and that 4 were 
not e dependent, either on nee ar an 7 ane | 


1 n Y 
5 cs No I. 


tc Ries of the alt cutouts to Mr. Dupro in 1762. Gur Correſ- 
| | ” e No. . i 455 


. « With regard to the fart of Hanamantagoody belonging to the country 
* of Marawar, under Tritchinopoly, Colonel Caillaud himſelf went and 
« tried to prevent its being taken, Colonel Heron, on his part, ſent an 
6c Engliſh flag from Tinnevelly, but the King abſolutely refuſed to liſten 
* to Him, and ook the ſaid. Fort by aſſault, and tore the flag. Beſides 
« which He took by force the Gady of Mangal Goody, Worore Cotah 
' 6. and tha\Gedy of Boar wich its „Ae the revenues e to 
7 0 46K. of rupees. . TY 
"+5 . 5 
5 The King alſo _ fed himſelf of the Gady Kealanally, Cana, Yaram- 
% banad, &c. belonging to Tondeman, under Toltoklnopaly, amounting 
„ to about a lack of p . | 


4% The King likewiſe Poſſe ſed himſelf aft Sayah Cotah with its diſtriets, 
© belonging to Nalcooty, amounting to about a lack of rupees.” 


No. II. 


40 Exrran of Mr, Dupre's letter to the Nabob, 29th of Jute, 1762. Country 
| Correſpondence, Ne. 77. 


« He (the Rajah) produces a letter fiom You, wherein You give your 
* conſent, that he might attack the Marawar and Natah Cotah cad 
© Polygars*.” 


S8Bee the Nabob's reply to this, No. VI. fol. 1 It le curious; 
a | 1 


AP PE-N DI X. 5 4s 


=” 
No, II. WF, 
% Extras of a Letter from the Rajah of Tanjore to the Governor, received 1762. 
14 Odober, 1762, entered in Country Correſpondence, No. 13 1. 155 ON 
ö jab to Go - 


42 With reſpect to my poſſeſſion of the diſtrits of Tana in the Colleties nor Piget- 
& country, I ſhall keep what I have at preſent, and ſhall not ſtrive to make | 
© new conqueſts, Should the Polygars raiſe any diſturbance” in the ' forts. 
* and tanas, which 7 have at preſent, as above, You will be pleaſed to 
& ſend your order to them. Neither the Engliſh, nor the Nabob ſhould: 
« affiſt the Polygats.“ 


No.. IV. 1 No. IV. 

Extras of a Laue from the Governor to the Rajah of T, anjart, dated Go 1762. 
9 pal 1762, entered in. Country Sen No. 134 Far. 3. ne . 
got in anſwer 


The ſenſe and meaning of the treaty is, that if You' comply with the W 
© articles, agreed to be performed by You, the Nabob is to maintain a | 
firm friendſhip with you, and not to give You any diſturbance. I defire, 

ve therefore, You will make yourſelf perfe#ly eaſy in reſpe# to the Pohgars. 

They ſhall not be aſſiſted either by Me, or the Nabob, in giving You 

* any diſturbance,, if You, on your part do not moleſt Them.“ 


No. 4" | No. Vu 
0 1 * 1771. 
80 Lau from the Rajab of Tanjore, 25th March, 1771, Country Gene e 1 
„ dence, No. 67.“ Jah of — 
jore. 


0:0 have received your honour's friendly letter and obſerve the con- 
. tents. 


& You was pleaſed to ſay, that You have been informed of my detach- 
et ing an army to fight againſt Marawar; (5) as alſo of my letting out in 
e perſon; acquainting Me at the ſame time, that it was improper in Me to 
&« undertake the ſaid enterprize before I adviſe You with it.” 


1 


(3) See the ideas of the Select eee on this ſubject in their letter of the 28th of Fe- 
bruary, 1772, referred to by Governor Wynch and annexed to his letter, Papers, vol. i. 


page 10. 
Les 


4c 


A prEN DI X. 


4. Let Me take the liberty to inform You, that when my deceaſed fa- 


ther placed Bavanny Sunker Zavier in the government, Nalcooty was 
but a common Watcher, who was raiſed to power, by granting Him 
a ſhare in the Maravar country, At that time Naid, or Gentoo Rejab, 
was reigning in the Tritchinopoly country.” | | 


After the ſaid Bavanny Sunker, one Cottah Zewin was eſtabliſhed in 


the government. Thus it was hereditary cuſtom with Us to place Them 
in the government. Was there. any Nalcooty before? Or who was it 
that raiſed Him to that power? I deſire You will aſk bis own Vakeel 
concerning this affair.” | 


« The above nem has been obſerved from former times, Now Ma- 
ravar hath taken upon him Self to ſeize the country that was enjoyed by 


Us to this day: ſince the time of my deceaſed father I often ſent Him 


word to quit the country, but He continued to behave him Self baſely.“ 


«© When You came to this place to ſettle a treaty, a mention of this 
affair was made to- You; You was then pleaſed to ſay, that We were at 
liberty to clear our own country. A mention was alſo made to the Na- 


bob, concerning our country in poſſeſſion of Maravar, when We ſent 


troops againſt the commandant, the Nabob was then pleaſed to ſay, 
that He had ſent for the Maravar's aſſiſtance to Him at that juncture of 
time, ſo.that We ſhould clear our country afterwards, for with reaſon I 


was in hopes to this day, that the Nabob and your honour, will give ſtrict 


orders to the Maravar to reflore our country, and alſo wrote to my Va- 
keel on that head; but you and the Nabob did not get the country re- 
ſtored to Me: beſides which, when the elephants (relating to my pre- 
ſent from Negapatam) were coming, Nalcooty, pretending that the 
veſſels were drove aſhore by a ſtorm in his ſea-ports, ſeized the elephants, 
and detained them, concerning which I ſent Him word, as well as to 
your honour, but he did not return them to me. If I ſuffer Maravar to 
take poſſeſſion of my country, Nalcooty to ſeize my elephants, and Ton- 
deman to injure my country, it will be very great diſhonour to Me a- 
mong the people, to ſee ſuch compulſions uſed by the Polygars : You 
are a protector of My government, notwithſtanding You have not ſet- 
tled even a ſingle affair belonging to me. If I ſtay quiet, I ſhall greatly 
hurt my dignity, wherefore I marched my Self. If you now adviſe Me 
to deſiſt, what anſwer can I make to it? . . 
« In the treaty, it was not forbidden to. clear the country poſſeſſed by 
Maravar, or to undertake an expedition againſt the Polygars, who may 
© uſe — fince it is ſo, it cannot be deemed contrary to the 
Treaty. 


APPENDIX. 1 


« Treaty: You was pleaſed to write, that if I deſiſt in wy adit expe- H. 
* dition, you will then ſettle the affairs in a reaſonable manner. I con- | 
tinued to ſpeak to You: for this long time, concerning this affair, but 
You have not ſettled it; notwithſtanding, if you now write, that I did 
not acquaint You before I began it, what anſwer can I make toit? I 
did not undertake to do any thing contrary to the hereditary cuſtom ob- 
ſerved. You are well acquainted with all their affairs, and deſire You 
will examine thoroughly into this affair. I have finiſhed the affairs re- 
lating to Maravar, and confirmed him in his buſineſs. The affair with 
Nalcooty remains to be finiſhed, which 1 ſhall alſo finiſh. For other 
matters I have wrote to Sambagee Vakeel, to whom J refer you.“ 


atx papa nal 


What can I ſay more?“ 


85 N. B. The words of. my detealed father in the e may be applies 


both to cho father and grand-father.” 
No. VI. No. VI. 
Extra of « Latter from the Nabob to Mr. Dupre, dated June, 1562. 1762, Pom 
the Nabob to- 


At that time my intention was, to go to Tinnevelly, but in the inte- Mr. Dupré. 
rim the Governor wrote to Me in the ſtrongeſt manner to come to Ma- 
draſs, and as it was not proper to proceed thither through the French 
diſtricts, it was reſolved to go to Madraſs through the Rajah's country. 
« Then, in confederation of his VakeePs requeſt, I, in order to preſerve his 
« good will, wrote him a letter to undertake an expedition againſt. Marawar's 
* country, on condition of his junction and alliance with the Circar. The 
meaning of the word expedition here, is, either to gain country or money 3. 
if ſo, whether what is obtained by ſuch expedition, is to be kept for his 
uſe, or to be delivered to Him, who commanded Him to undertake it, 
« the Commander being my Self, as above, I leave it to your conſideration.” 


No. VII. 


; No. VII. 
Extra of a Latter from the Nabob to Governor Piget, dated 2515 July, and 163. july 
received the tb Auguſt, 1763. 2 T by Na- 
to Co 


« Some time ago Major Preſton acquainted Me, that the junction of W 
„ Tondeman, Maravar, and Nalcooty, was highly neceſſary, on account 
« of the expedition againſt Tinnevelly, and that I ſhould ſend for them. 
« I accordingly ſent for Tondeman, by agreeing to pay the batta, As to 
 &.. Maravar and Naltooty, They did not cbuſe to come hither for theſe forty: 
os 


AP END x. 
5 My yur, or frm th tins ce Raby but i r 


TE * Them." 


This is an expreſs acknowledgment, that for forty or fey years before, 
the Maravar and the Nalcooty man had not not been dependent on Tritchi- 


nopoly. By what right then does the Nabob now pretend, that They are 
dependent on him; or that the a by attacking er had violated 
the Treaty of 1762 ? 


12 


Extratts of Minutes of Conſultation, relative to the Diſm! n of Mr. 


E, St. George, Minutes of Conſultation, 2 2d January, 1776. 


* The Right Honourable the Preſident acquaints the Board, that a Paper 
* unſought for, and unſolicited, had been put into his hand; that there was 
* no ſignature affixed to it, but that it contained matter of ſo dangerous a 
** tendency to the intereſts of the Company, that He has thought i it expedi- 
ent to lay it before them. 


„ Wherevpon the Papers as-delivered in by the Preſident, is read, as fol- 
+8 ag : 


A Hort Memorial. 


Services rendered to his highneſs the Nabob of the Carnatic, Walaujau, 


* &c. &c. whom he ſent upon a ſecret commiſſlon to his Majeſty" s firſt” 
* Miniſter of ſtate, 1767. 


* The object of this commiſſion was, to procute relief from the oppreſ= 
* fions under which the Nabob was labouring, though in alliance with Great 
% Britain, It was neceſſary the commiſſion ſhould be ſecret, as well as the 
% powers to execute it, unconfined, for ſeveral reaſons. | 


0 procure the wiſhed for relief, the means to be employed were, if poſ- 

« ſible, to raiſe in the breaſt of the Prime Miniſter, a favourable reſpect for 
ih Nabob then to lay before him, not in the mode of direct complaint, 
% of which he might avail himſelf againſt the Company, the diftreſs of the 
4% Prince; likewiſe to ſhewthe advantage which would ariſe to the ſtate, from 
granting him the * protection, and ſupporting him in the rights of 
% his alliance. 


« iſt. Upon 


APPENDIX 


te 1ſt, Upon my arrival at the court of Britain, towards the latter end of the 
© year 1768, I found two important changes had happened in adminiſtration 
* the Earl of Chatham had retired in ſuch a manner from power, as convinced 
*the moſt intelligent upon thoſe ſubjects, that there was little proſpect of his 
© ever again poſſeſſing a lead in adminiſtration ;z, the Earl of Shelburne had 
&« been diſmiſſed at the inſtigation of the Duke of Grafton, from the office of 
« Secretary of State. Theſe changes, however unexpected, did not diſcou- 
te rage my reſolution of ſupporting the cauſe of the Nabob. Whoever had 
© the favour of the Sovereign, it was my buſineſs to intereſt him in the ſupport 
© of my employer: but fortunately, the favourite and Miniſter was a perſonage 
e of the firſt diſtinction, of the nobleſt and moſt ſteady principles; every con- 
< ſideration pointed out his Grace, as the member of the Britiſh empire, 
s whoſe friendſhip and ſupport, next to thoſe of the Sovereign, were the moſt 


4 deſirable to the cauſe of the Nabob; but above all, the conſideration of his ; 
e being at the head of affairs, N it neceſſary to apply to the 22 of 


46 Grafton. 


«] accordingly obtained, from my patron and friend, the Earl of War- 
© wick, a letter of introduction to his Grace. With this letter, which declar- 
«ed, from his Lordſhip's intimate knowledge of me, that a perfect depen- 
«« dence might be made upon my honour and judgment, I waited upon his 
« Grace, and firſt preſented him with a general ſtate of India, and a plan, by 


which the concerns of that country might be turned to the public advantage, 
«and which has ſince been partly adopted. 


© This plan I drew out, and preſented, with a view of diſcovering his 
«* Grace's ſentiments before I was explicit; the conſequence was favourable 


©] ſignified in ſome degree my commiſſions, and on the 8th of December, I 


* received a letter from his Grace to wait of him. 


© It was 1 to act with further SLRS his Grace ſpoke ſo feeling- 
© ly of the oppreſſion under which the Princes of India ING, from the 
e uſurped authority of the commercial ſubjects of the ſtate. 


e then expatiated upon the ſuperior merits of the Nabob; ſhewed that he 


«« was the perſon to whom Britain owed the riſe. of her power in India, that 
« his attachment, and unſullied honour, to the Engliſh, were unparalleled 
«I then dwelt upon his perſonal merits, as a ſtateſman and gentleman, and 
% ſhewed that, though he had aſſurances of protection under the Sovereign's 
„hand, he was treated with indignity, and even tyranny, 


AD. « The 


* 


* 


APPEND IX 
1 The letter and credential preſents were then preſented: the anſwer of the 


* Duke of Grafton, did honour to the miniſter of the beſt of Kings, and 
the firſt of nations.” 


LN STR. 
It is my Ghcers diſpoſition, that the Nabob ſhould have every ſupport 
e that is conſiſtent with the power and intereſts of the crown to give, I 


vill gladly receive from you every propoſal upon that ſubject, and warm- 


< ly repreſent them to my Sovereign, and I deſire you to believe, that the 
« Nabob's intereſt runs no riſque from my want of caution ; if you write 
* him, inform him of my wiſhes for his proſperity, and explain to him, 
e that I will not accept his preſents, however great my reſpect for him is; 
Iwill have no return for the juſt regard I owe him as a man, but my 
«© own ſenſibility. It is from my fidelity to my maſter, and duty to my 
% country, chat! will only ſerve him as miniſter.“ 


. * Overwhelmed with the nobleneſs of this anſwer, I took up the preſents, 
e and offered them, in the name of the Nabob, to his Grace's Secretary, Mr. 
* Bradibaw 4 upon which Mr, Bradſhaw ſaid, „ 


- « Sir, were it my power to ſhew my reſpect for the Prince you ſerve with 
© ſuch affectionate zeal, he ſhould have every proof of it: you ſeem to 


© merit my regard; but you will forfeit it, if you inſiſt upon my diſgracing 


* the example of the Duke of Grafton.“ 


Nr cannot deſetibe what I felt upon this occaſion. Upon reflecting, I thought 


< it would be difficult to perſuade my employer, that men who would net re- 


* 'ceive bis preſents, had any ſerious intentions to ſerve him. I likewiſe ap- 
% prehended, that being without any proofs of having inſiſted upon their 
& being received, my want of perſuaſion would be found fault with. Upon my 
«© making theſe objections, the Secretary ſaid, 


* From the confidence the Nabob has placed in you, any repreſentation you 
s are pleaſed to make him will convince him: but we do not wiſh him to 
« judge of things from their repreſentation, but from their event; if he will 
find his cauſe eſpouſed here, and the conſequent effects in his ſituation, 


% you will have leſs difficulty in perſuading him, that the miniſter can 


be his friend without receiving his preſents.” ** This paſſed at a ſubſequent 


% interview, to which I was appointed by a letter from his Grace, on the 
* 20th of January, 1769.“ 


« 2d. Having | 


CARTE „ | 
NN 


© 2d, Having repreſented the Nabob's diſtreſs, and the oppreſſions under 
s which he laboured, in the moſt cautious manner, to his Grace, I availed myſelf 
© of the diſputes which ſubſiſted, or were rather commencing, between his 
© Grace, as firſt Lord of the Treaſury, and the India Directors, to enforce the 
© propriety of ſupporting the Nabob : this diſpute was about the territorial 


„ acquiſitions of the Company. His Grace was going to refer the deciſion of t 


this queſtion to Parliament; I ſeized the opportunity: but it is now unne- 
e ceſſary to be explicit upon this ſubject. The Nabob may inform himſelf of 
© my arguments, by looking to the Memorial, No. 2, now in his poſſeſſion. 
* can only upon this head refer to the atteſtation of the Miniſter, and ſpirit 
« of my writings, which had always this uſeful tendency to the Nabob's in- 
te tereſt; they ſhewed that the firm ſupport of his Highneſs, in the rights of 
< his guaranteement by the crown, was the belt reſtraint which government 
ee had upon the uſurpations of the ſervants of a certain Company. 


<« The Nabob will likewiſe be pleaſed to inform himſelf, whether there was 
<« ever any public mention made of his guaranteement, by. article the 11th of 
te the treaty of Paris, prior to my applications for him in England: I remember 


© none. 


4 gd. The cautious manner in which 1 preſented the Nabob's application to 
the Duke of Grafton in his . miniſterial, character; my prefatory addreſs to 


hs thoſe applications was in theſe words : 


TO HIS GRACE, and We &c. &c. 


bo It is not ſolely i in your character, of firſt Miniſter. of the Britiſh empire, 
* that your Grace is expected to receive theſe applications, in favour of the 
© Nabob ; they are likewiſe addreſſed to your Grace, as the perſonage, whoſe 
© rank, greatneſs, and liberality of mind, render you the moſt worthy of re- 
© ceiving the addreſs of Princes, who are allied to your nation; as your zeal 


*and influence in the ſervice of your country, and ſenſibility of the rights of - 


i Mankind, render your Grace the moſt capable of preſerving thoſe alliances, 


to the mutual advantage of the Rite, and the Princes on whom they are 
©" beſtowed. | 


From the tenor of my applications, and repreſentations of the Na- 
*bob's merits, I will venture to ſay, that I have obtained him the friend- 
hip and eſteem of his Grace; of this the Nabob, I hope, is not inſenſible. 


« 4th. The ſteps I took at my own propoſed expence, to bring about an 
* a& of Parliament, limiting the power of the Company's ſervants, and 
* making it a crime in them againſt the ſtate, to interfere with the govern- 
© ment and ſucceſſion of the India Princes, in treaty with the Company 3 and 
! * G 2 | % my 


57 


2 


k Ss * | < 
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« my endeavour to make ' this act particularly. woe to the Nabob- ind 


(his proſperity. 


& A copy of my chal to this purpoſe, gecepted by * i of my 
correction, that he might afterwards lay it before Lord North and Mr. Dy- 
* ſon, is now in the hands of the Nabob here. His Highneſs will ſee, that I 
7 1 ſipulared to be at the expences of the act, &c. out of my ws the 
utility of it he will, I hope, be ſenſible of. 


th. The manner in which I executed the Nabob's firſt and grand in- 
junction to ine; his deſire of lending a capital of ſeventy Jacks of rupees to the 
« public, at the low intereſt of two per cent. The words of my propoſal 
« upon this ſubject to his Grace, as firſt Lord of his Majeſty's Trealurys 8 


4 follows: 


* Propoſal. The Nabob, from his knowledge of the ſecurity of the Britiſh 
% funds, the precarious tenure of pecuniary property in India, and his deſire 


«of providing for his youngeſt children, propoſes to inveſt a capital of ſe- 


« venty lacks of rupees, in any of the national ſtocks of Britain, as the Mi- 
« niſter would diref? him: the money would be remitted to Europe, in three 
« annual payments; on receipt of theſe ſums, obligations drawn up ſo, that 


the Nabob might be ſecure, his property ſhould be remitted to him. 


« If the foregoing propoſal ſhould not be agreeable, the Nabob would lend 
© the ſame, or a greater capital, to the Treaſury, as a pledge of his fidelity 


towards, and truſt in, the Britiſh ſtate, - 


« It is impoſſible for me to expreſs the noble and reſpectable idea, mhich 
« this confidential propoſal gave of the Nabob to the Miniſter. 


« My ſubſequent and frequent interviews with the Secretary of the Trea- 
% ſyry, Mr. Bradſhaw, as appears by his letters, which are in the order of their 


te dates; in 1769, May 16, ditto 30, June 17, July 7, Sept. 27, ditto 30, 


Oct. 19, Nov. 17; in 1770, Jan. 13, Feb. 9, &c. &c. &c. Theſe in- 


* terviews were all to advance the Nabob's intereſt. I cannot recapitulate the 
e intereſting ſubjects of them here; they might afford ſubject for a volume ; 
« they ate not now ſo material, fince the object ſought in confidence is *— 
*ed: his Majeſty has been pleaſed to grant the ſupport. 


th. My going to Sir John Lindſay, at his houſe in Benticck-ſtrees;. at 


l the time he was getting his ſecret commiſſion, and my recommending to him, 


at then and there after by letter, in a warm manner, to ſupport the Nabob; 


e my urging him to wait of the Duke of Grafton, to get a more enlarged 


« commiſſion. 


A PPP E N DI Xx, 


6 n Sir John Lindſay g anſwer to me upon this 3 much 
«in the ſtile of a gentleman and miniſter. He ſaid,” he would diſintereſtedly 
« ſupport the Nabob, according to his powers from his maſter ; that his 
« commiſſion came immediately through Lord Weymouth, the Secretary 
« of State, and that he would wait on the Duke of Grafton out of com- 


[2M pliment due to the n. 8 


This late þ be one CEN why the Duke ſaid only to him, when he did 
de wait, Take care the Servants of the company do not make war, to the prejudice 
* of the fate and its allies, for their own emolument. Sir John, will, I hope, 
e atteſt for me here, how I wanted him to be preſent, at the account I gave 
« the Nabob, of the diſcharge of my commiſſion : his reaſons were miniſterial 


for not Aue preſent, 


« To this I will add, the ſteps I took in 1 to procure the Nabob a 


s ſecurity againſt the Superviſors, by endeavouring to find out Mr. Vanſittart's 
intention under his own hand; this I did in a manner I cannot publickly 
explain; Mr. Vanſittart's letter will ſhew this, and the uſe to which I 


* turned it for the Nabob. : 


= 7th. The friends I intereſted in the Nabob's proſperity, (beſides thoſe 


of the Miniſtry 1 addreſſed) and that without diſcovering to them my com- 


« miſſion z thoſe friends I intereſted for the Nabob, for fear of a change in 
«« adminiſtration, the chief of them is the Earl of Shelburne, whom I found 
« very inquiſitive in his converſation about the affairs of the Carnatic, as may 
appear by a letter with which I was honoured by his Lordſhip. I wrote his 


« Lordſhip over land, from the Malabar coaſt, after receipts of my charge 


« from the Nabob ; but he was out of the Miniſtry, upon my arrival in Eng- 
« land, and violently in oppoſition, I never aſked, whether he received my 
« letter, though I believe he did, for he judged me to be in the Nabob's in- 
« tereſts : I could not explain any thing to his Lordſhip ; but at his requeſt, 
« ſent him the pamphlets about the Nabob's affairs, eſpecially that, where it 
« was propoſed to raiſe the Nabob to the Muſnud of the Decan. You ſee, ſaid 
« his Lordſhip, how attentive I am to theſe ſubjects. | 


* I requeſt your Lordſhip to continue ſo,” was my anſwer ; this paſſed 


© when I took leave. He ſpoke well of the Nabob; and told me, he 
Schad preſented the fine diamond ring by Mr. Palk to his Majeſty. 


The 


I. 
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© The Earl of Warwick, Lord Greville, &c. The friendſhip of the Earl 
| «of Warwick is, ſo diſiatereſted, that he forbids any return of preſents to them. 
might add many other reſpeable names, but circumſtances forbid. 


«8th, My publications for a year and a half in favour of the Nabob. 

The aim of theſe publications was to intereſt, not Miniſters and Directors 
* alone, in his favour, but the whole Britiſh nation. See the letters in the 

te Public Advertiſer ſigned from [and the letters dated] Arlington: ſtreet, 
** where the miniſter lived. 


n theſe wkilicaiois; I proclaimed the royal and miniflerial determination 
of ſupporting the Nabob, eſpecially againſt any unjuſt debts that might be 
brought againſt him, for the expences of the late war; let thoſe eſſays ſpeak 
* for themſelves : but I will venture to aſſert, that, relative to the expences 
« of the war, 1 have rendered a ſignal ſervice to the Nabob. 


But. 1 all my publications in favour of the Nabob, I muſt diſtinguiſh 

* the character and print of him, which I have publiſhed in Major Dowe's 
** Hiſtory, 2d edition, and the article I got inſerted in the ſame hiſtory, vin- 
** dicating the Nabob's father Anveruldeen Cawn, from a charge the hiſtorian 
** had fixed upon him, that of murdering his predeceſſor Abdalla. 


. Copies of his biſtory, ſo printed at a great erpence, were put in the hands 
Y the Miniſtry, with what related to the Nabob, in RED CHARACTERS. 


« The cauſe of this publication, in ſupport of the Nabob's honour, was a 
5 * ſuſpicion that his enemies were whiſpering againſt his fidelity to the Engliſh, 
upon the arrival of the Dutton (1769) Indiaman, from India, in December, 
© which event detained me half a year longer at the court of London, It was 
upon this occaſion, I addreſſed the authorative letter, in e of the 
* Nabob, to the Superviſors, in the Public Advertiſer. 


A very effectual, though more general ſervice, that thoſe publications 
© rendered from the firſt to the Nabob, was the reſtraint they occaſioned at 
* the India-houſe, and the lights they gave the able attentive Secretary Mr. 
% Wood; this a perſon of his honour will admit. 


= gth. That 1 8 to India, (c) endured a moſt perilous voyage, 10 
« render my negotiation effefiual to the Nabob's intereſt, not to ſolicit rewards 


* and expences, which I might have had better, perhaps, remitted to me in 
England. 


; (e) In the ſervice of the Company. | 
5 But 


APP E N DI X. 


te But above all, that I have ſpent the greater part of my fortune, and four 
© years of the moſt intereſting period of my life, in rendering theſe ſervices, 


and others, which I can only ebb in converſations to the Nabob. 


& In anſwer to this memorial, thoſe who attend ſolely tothe Nabob's imme- 


_ © 4iate convenience, will aſk, what proofs have you brought of thoſe ſervices ?' 


This is a queſtion which the Nabob himſelf will be cautious of putting, 
“but the anſwer would be no embaraſſment. 


The event of the negociation, my honour unforfeited, and in which the 
« truſt and confidence were put, in the time of the Nabob's diſtreſs. The 
cc letters under the hands and ſeals of the Duke of Grafton, and the Secretary 
« of the Treaſury, atteſting to that honour; other letters from the Nabob's 
« friends; my publications; the particulars of this memorial; my requeſt at 
« my arrival here, that his Majeſty's Miniſter ſhould be preſent at the account 
gave of my negociation, my reading, and earneſt deſire, to give the Na- 
« bob, under my hand and ſeal, this memorial of a ſecret negociation, with- 


« out receiving the expences I incurred, and the rewards promiſed, for effect- 


« ing the buſineſs I undertook. 


«© What other proofs are wanted? If there 5 any 5 . they muſt 
te be obtained by command of his Majeſty to his Miniſtry ; the negociation- 
e becomes then a public one: I have in that event, the happineſs to feel, that 


* I have done my duty, as a man of honour and fidelity to the truſt repoſed 


«in me, by the Nabob, as a faithful ſubject to his Majeſty. 


* The only bonds I had for the expences that I was to incur, and my pro- 
« poſed ſervices, were the honour and gratitude of the Nabob, which will ne- 
« yer be forfeited to his molt faithful ſervant, 


W R * 
&© At the deſire of the Preſident, Mr. Mac Pherſon is then called before the 
« board, and upon being aſked, whether or not he is the author of it—the 
< ſame being firſt read to him—he replies, That it is impoſſible for him 
« to give a preciſe anſwer to that queſtion, the paper being neither wrote in 
« his hand, nor ſigned by him, nor does the Preſident inform him, that 
«he has received it from any authority. It is a paper of conſiderable 


40 length, and refers to tranſactions, previous to his being i in the Compa 
« ny 's ſervice.” 


« Mr, Mac Pherſon is then ordered to withdraw.” 


b | Extract 


J. 
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Extra? of the Minutes of Conſultation, 2 34 January, 1 776. 


The right honourable the Preſident having given time to conſider the ſub- 
ject of what paſſed in yeſterday's conſultation, at which Mr. Mac Pherſon, 
when ſent for before the board, and aſked if he was the author of the memo- 
rial then read to him, in an evalive manner replied, ** that he could not 
20 give a preciſe anſwer, that it was not written in bis band nor figned by 
% bim, and that it referred to tranſactions before he was in the Company's 


« ſervice.” 


The Preſident obſerves to the Board, that a perſon holding ſuch principles, 
and being concerned in ſuch tranſactions, who at the ſame time ſhould apply 
| the be appointed into the ſervice of thatcommunity, whom He was endeavour- 
ing to deſtroy, was, inſtead of an extenuation, the higheſt aggravation, and | 
that Mr. Mac Pherſon's reply is a clear proof, not only that He is the au- 
"thor, but that he ſtill holds the ſame principles, unfaithful to the Com- 
| pary and ruinous to their intereſt, and is therefore a very improper perſon to 
remain in their ſervice; on which account He ſtrongly recommends to the 
Board, that John Mac Pherſon be diſmiſſed from the Company's ſervice ; 
which inſtance of condign puniſhment He has great reaſon to think will 
tend very much to bring the affairs of the Company to order. 


Carried in the affirmative by a majority of the Board g to 2. 


Meſſrs. Stratton, Revobe, n, and Mackay, deliver in the follow- 
& "og! minutes : | 


" We aſſent to the m motion af the Right Honourable Preſident. We own 
t We are ſatisfied that Mr. Mac Pherſon is the author of the paper which 
© was delivered at the Board by the Preſident, and read to Mr. Mac Pher- 
e ſon; becauſe We think a man of the intriguing diſpoſition, which that 
* paper ſhews Mr. Mac Pherſon to be, is very unfit to be employed as a 
. ** ſervant of the Company: but more eſpecially, becauſe We believe Mr. 
% Mac Pherſon has been concerned in the intrigues which the greater part 
« of the Board muſt be ſenſible have lately been carried on at the Nabob's 
© Durbar to the detriment of the Company's ſervice, and which may: have 
* impeded the execution of their late orders.“ 


We think that the peculiar circumſtances of the caſe, and the preſent 
4% critical ſituation of affairs, not only render ſuch an example neceſſary, 
« but juſtify the manner of doing it. Nevertheleſs We are fully and clearly 
of opinion, that in general when a charge may be made againſt any ſer- 
*« vant of the Company, the mode preſcribed in the 20th article of their 

| *« printed 


. * 6 


Are PO BiNEDI Taxa EE 


« printed regulations to. Bengal. bearing date Firs _ ents: 


« be ſtrictly adhered to, nor ever deviated 2 . . 


On Of UE En Ins F 


_ e Fisch Jens, 
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7 99 Me. Iu eee to \ ws ores: of ho phys minute, except | 
©. referring to the 20th paragraph of the printed Inſtructions; for He does 
© not look on. them as any ways binding on Us, notwithſtanding which 


« He is of opinion, that in caſes where a charge is wanted to be proved a 
e ſufficient time ſhould be given to the party to make his defence. In 


& the caſe of Mr. Mac Pherſon this does not appear to Mr. Stratton any 


& ways neceſſary for had not Mr. Mac Pherſon been the author of the 
paper,, He was at full liberty to ſay fo, when called upon z but as his 


** anſwer implies, that He was the author, Mr. Stratton therefore gave his | 


« aſſent to the reſolution taken by the — of the Board.“ | 
dee, GEO; STRATTOR. 


e Sir Roben Fletcher Jefires that his opinion may be entered as 


 followeth :. 


'$« 1 N 74 11 


5 Rib Fletcher exikbes cit to the diſmiſſion of: Mr. Mac 
„ Phetſon, becauſe He thinks the cafe of Mr. Mac Pherſon comes within 


« the 20th. article. of the Companys' ee Bk a "mr of an + 


15 which che Board has not obſerved.” 


— 


| 7 Signed,” ROBERT FLETCHER. 
Mr. Palmer ; diſents from 5 reſolution of the e 1 124+ 2 


6s Alchough Mr. Palmer thinks, Mr. Mac Pherſon's conduct deferving of 


t cenſure, yet He cannot but diſſent from the opinion of the Board in diſ- 
10 miſſing Him the ſervice, as ſo great a ſpace of time has elapſed ſince the 
« time of the tranſactions of complaint againſt Him; and that at the time 
Ache circumſtances did happen. Mr. Mac Pherſon was not à ſervant of the 

Gb e 
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Signed  ARCHDALE PALMER. 


«> The — wb being-wrote and approved, thes e is ordered 
to ſend it to Mr. Mac 9 
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N To Mr. John hüte hen. eee den an 2 
1. STR, . e e eee 
* Tam commanded by th. e eee 


to acqwaidt You, that they os thought propar Tak: to. diſmiſs You from 
the ſeryite of the Eaſt India Company, and 


ou are Ae Uſed ac- 
* cordingly.“ 
| Dated in Fort St. George the 23d TR 2 
1 | By order of the Prefident and Council; 
15 Se R. SULLIVAN, rn. 
6 * 10 This conſultation is Win, 


M RT "HEY bf Claud Ruffell, 

e e A A. Dalrymple, 
iT Robert Fletcher, J. M. Stone, + 
Seorge Dawſon, Archdale Palmer, 

Henry W | Francis Jourdan. 
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Account of Go ountries and FN which w ge and n to 


the . 1 the Rajah of 7. 995 including Nagore. 
r 
In 1181 of BY Phaſali when. Omdat ul Omrah came to Tan- 
Jore, je wels were mortgaged for a ſum 1 dene to pay my 
troops, amounting: too ꝓ— ĩ⁊ẽĩ — 15 RARE 


Of this ſum a part was given to the troops, and the nder es 


was given to the Nabob. 1 


To make up the firſt ſum, I at that time ſtipulated ſhould be 
paid to Omdat ul Omrab, I mortgaged to Coletapa Moodally 


dome jewels, together with ſome veſſels of gold and ſilver, 


and obtained from Him a ſum of money, which I paid to 


the Nabob. To diſcharge the debt due to Comera*, I fold 


ſome gold and filver veſſels, and diſcharged part of the debt 


1 


due to Him. As to the remaining balance of that debt, I  * 
mortgaged the jewels He had in his poſſeſſion to the people by 
of. Negapatam, and raiſed « fum of money, * 15 
diſcharged it. . | n 
The ſutn cbus taiſed | amounted to CONE. ras —. — 100,000 | 
Ciuried oer — 13800000 


* Alias Coletapi Mobhtally, | 


E | 


0 r "63M ab Fate Tf ak; Bit Feb fly 
| ins over — . 
Tha gde vert at datos fm dug 555 
at Negapatam amounted to 280, oo Pagodas, and he value 1 n 

of the jewels depoſited wih eee, ik l 14 
ae Rs OF OPS © 7 


Mo 217 2460 $1481 «Lemony Go 


ö eee 160 4/4 Ser 135 * . 

Bring at that time io diſtreſs, I was under the prone Ry to 3 1 
Ceive this ſmall ſum of 180,000 Pagodas for a depoſit worth 

Ph "five lacks, all of which ane e 

21 e of een 938. Mrs THR 6 tut) 6 40 


The ſums of mavey e eue px dſt Uftridts are ory e 
a8 follow. 3 D 25 


| | 0 8 | . ; = _Pagodas, T2 FO 
1 id. Kelour Paraganney for | — — 00,000 117! [1 
1 fold Nagore for = =, = 75998 | 
1 ſold Tripundy Machanum for | — — 28e 
459,000 
I fold the annual peſcaſh of Sooo chacres for 29,200 
I ſold che annual peſcaſh. of three elephants from 
the Dutch ſor 7, 00, 1, I... — 30j 
—— "518, 200 
. 1 Fa. Pagodas — 1 


1 


The fum of five lacks eighteen thouſand two hundred pagodas,—Of 
this ſum the people ar Negapatam paid Me a part only, and the remainder - 
continued due by them at the time Ameer ul Omrah took my kingdom, 
in the year of the Phalali 118 3, and they have never paid that balance, nor 
have they ſettled their accounts. Part of the money I received was given to 
the Nabob, and part was given to my people; the remainder continued in 
the country in ready meney, and was carried away by Ameet ul Oraraþs | 
with he reſt of %%% ͤͤ⁰ li 


4 | | 5 
with 4 | 
Ha | My 


Atm, m1 595 wif * 


WE 7 P KE * 5 1 * 

Ae 

My. reaſons for JO of the above countries were as follow. When 
Omdat ul Omreh firſt came and attacked my country, and forced my con- 
ſent to pay Him fifty lacks of rupees, I gave ſome part of that ſum in ready 
money, and that he might receive the remainder in the ſpace of two years, 
He made me mortgage to Him a part of my country: in the countries thus 
mortgaged, He ſtationed his own people, and made them collect the reve- 
nues ; but having declared, that He could not by this means receive his 
money in the time limited, and having threatened Me with the conſequences 
of not paying it, to make up the deficiency that might be in theſe mort 
gages, I gave part of my country as a mortgage to the Negapatam people, 
upon which I received a loan from them, and thus paid the whole amount 
of what was due to the Nabob, together with the ſum of fifty Tacks of ru- 


pres ſtipulated, I paid the N abob the peſcaſh for two years; by this mens 


'T had no money to pay my people, or to anſwer my own expences. When 
I was labouring under theſe various difficulties, the Nabob thought it a 

per time to invade my country, and therefore ſent his ſecond ſon Madar 
ul Mulk* with an army for that purpoſe. As I was in diſtreſs for money to 


give my people, and as the Negapatam people had failed of their engage 


ments, I determined to ſel] theſe diſtricts to them; for when I endeavoured 
to borrow money at Madraſs, the Nabob prevented the people there from 
lending it. It was therefore my misfortune to be obliged to borrow money 
from the Dutch, and, as the laſt reſource, to diſpoſe of my country. 


151 Tranſlated from accounts ſent hither by the Rajah. 


WILLIAM ROSS. 


L. 


1 | * 


Account 2 77 Effects carried of by the Nabob 3 the Tanjore Cnr, 
and of Mnmento given by bim thereon. 


* 3 1 


Account of ſoodry effects which my anceſtors, = are now in Heavens 
0 been procuring from the time of Ecojee Rajah, ER about a century 
Fans! and 2 were 1 8 carried away by 55 Nabob. 


4620 War bank A S os pagodas each 800, 0 


5 Saddles, 
* Alias Amee cer ul Omrah. 


1 n 


bebe 1 td) ee e eee ns e ee 800,000 


vf Ty 64 2 * Mug; *, 24/281 N r 4 YL * 


stalle, bridles, Kc. 5 the above horſes; -11-hirk ue Ih 1 Für 
elued thoſe for my'own"uſe 0 1 7 3) Ne S? 21 01 ew 391 - 60,060 


440 Elephants, worth on average 1500: pagodas each — 1 ' 210,000 . 
Accoutrements for the above, mentioned. elephants, confifting 


. of clothes, caſtles, chains, gold chains, bells, dec. &c. 5 5 3 . 


500 Palankeen ſhells made of ivory, 8c. in which thoſe ve) ac Br 


my own hat N e Ee. ä 
079: la ſuch as Re bed pillow, blken, E 
curtains, ornaments, & . Za bake Yn 25,000 


20 Hackries, "amounting on an average to 30 pagodas each 20 6,000 | 


2 Ivory hackries for our own uſe, err cb arte nN 4, Ge 


LS 


Bulkers and other neceſſaries for the hackries e 4,000 
200 Camels, worth. « on an 1 100 Pagodas each — 20,000 


An Account N Cows = worth 10 Papel each, 


100 Guzerat coẽõ 2 

- 1000 of a larger W * | 
8500 Country cattle 10 | 3 

1000 Buffaloes of different kinds . be ain 


11,000, which, at 10 pagodas each, amount to — 1 19,990 


7 


An Account of Bulleks take, worth 10 ee mech, | 


Foo ; Guzerat ine Bullocks Bo 1 CE INC 7 
500 Bullocks of a larger ſort . 
2000 Country Carriage TP ˙ ²·˙ th ont et 
3⁰⁰⁰ Bullocks, at 10 pagodas each amount W 30,000 
oe Carried ov rr. — — 1,335,000 


28366) 


| e 
G 73] M K x 6 


* 


8 v 'F 
* BY 
2 . 7 


r 
e 


2 2 


Abe he over, 045 dat W ie — 1,335,000 
| Arms abd accoutrements, ads ge following. ani... | 
ſwords with even blades, hammers with ſpikes, - ſhort ſabres, 


3 long ſwords, knives, creaſes, laness, {þiclds, pikes, ſcabs. , |: - 
3 7 | dend, e eee with Doug arrowa, Sc. e 
| 25,060 Mouſquets, worth on an average J pagodas esch, d, ooo 


Gingal pieces of different ines, rockets, Sc. 1 . oh un, e err 


200 guns, great ny ſmall of different metals, worth opon an LOR 
average 750 [pightas ech, — 150,000 
eres Fa: 3-H St toni en St rr vih 
Braſs pots and veſſels of different ſizes for dre proviſions, 
and for other ien together with a quantity of of braſs metal, dere 


Tes tent-poles, tent-walls curtains, capes r ame i 
flats, &&c, G . 180 ie eee 1 "me 2500 5 


Furnlture made of timber and woey cots of Aifferent POO: 1 
Chairs, cheſts, ſtools, and ard China Fornltures amount= 
ing to, — . 
909 4 . a 5 
Iron utenſils of Uifferent res, "ck. as hatchets, chizels, Me: cue, 
mooties, chains, bells for cattle, armour, helmets, locks, &c. 
a Snuff. boxes, Postet for toilettes, muſical inſtruments, 
| glaſſes, Chineſe figures, candleſticks, candles, &c. 2 
+ Medicines of diffrent ſorts, the names of ame of them ane m.. 
1 . tioned, and the compoſitions colt a great deal of ys. | TIN 
En6gn and flags of different ſorts, ſome of them made of — | 
and reſembling the heads of 'alligators, and other fiſhes, to- 
- gether with 1900 umbrellas, hair fans, ornaments for ders, | 
| | fans, &c. Ke. | ihe cr NN 
Provions—Fine ie rice, whent, ene ban „ ghee, vag 
Does _ oil, Se. * AE. TT ; 200,900 
. N 


Cloaths. 


* 
N 
(Ge. 


« F x x TE W . 

We Shona! brief 268 1 aut Dadhe evehy | 4 91 5 6 bla 25 | Pagoidas? 1 235 
n Ae tnt meld en e e TRI HY | 2,110,006 2 1 8 7 +2 
Cſoaths—Skauls, :kingltobs;" velvety, - ths: turbans, gold + 2 R e 

_ cloths, and a great quantity of other wearing appurel, eee 8 | cs! 

_ ther with my own wardrobe, altogether amounting to 10099900 18 | Wh 

nn iE 40280107. 2571 ** Anu ten SR r Tt B18 ö 

Jewel, conſiſting of 5 8 diamonds, emeralds, een ere, FUSS 

l wok] Ges ee 2, $00,000 


Several implements of WIRE peculiar to the King, ſhree ram 
predaap ramah ſwamy, an anointed. gold cup, golden images 
of the different gods, a particular ſtone brought from Ban- 
, near eg mens e e for os „* WIN 


ange, c. & | inn de it 
Stores NE, ammunition of different WG 

c in Bt 1 . ; 
Golds abe, ornaments 1 gif has 115 e 


q 7 C1 : Nine 
0 * 4 * 
tn " = '$ « «4. 1 * * K 0 a 
ady 5 * NSR. 5 Py 71 * 1 * Gas 4 * 4 - F 
A S# 3 4 £ "4.8 : 
” . "I. TY ay . 3 
= 


Ten lacks of the. Oe OP ia was. "back" by my an kne;, 21S | 
- celtors, for ages 'under-ground, and was not to be e " | wp $52 
nor diſpoſed of in n manner, let the demands [age WINES Sth 


"(> ns. Me 043003 352271644 "Fs (414%: Fs af” 


Too lacks remaining.in my ra by Me, 1 E thei #99 | 
- neceſſities required. atk); | ; d 
| "4 (1:3Þ $3» 17 1 71 5 | . 
Taken Fon! the bas tld Weinberg people inn py 
different employs, inhabitants af theirs ehe WITTY 
houſehold furniture, e. . 3, ooo, ooo 
| } FO) + = 44.0 Ba 5 e 43 x4 —— 
en aJls rn, + —— 


has. at. 


— 


4 
898 


In all one crore five lacks und ten 422 „Ä This is « pen of 
that riches which my anceſtors were ages in procuring, but as I have no 
proper account of the remainder, I cannot affix, a value to it, The above 
being ſuch as was Fan, under E! eye, I have been able to, Form a 


ſtatement of it. 


Every 


. 
1 


9 8 


i e —.——— 


APPEND: © 


v. very place belonging to Me all over the 8 was plundered. If 1 
; katpropee: accounts of the things taken, they would be found far to ex- 
ceed what I have ſtared ; but the Nabob carried theſe'accoungs out of * | 
ae lo that the above is the only 1 have got. 


| Tranflared from accounts, ſent hither by the Rajab, | | 


S610 * 4 


WILLIAM ROSS. 


| o r * + — 
bs * 9 
W * 
* . 


No. II. 


f Account of Tan aol hes T owjee ., given 5 the Nabob to bir Creditors 
and Servants in the Tanjore Country, in the Year 118 5 ef the 


Pha. 775 & 1776.) 


In the year 1185 of the Phaſali, 3 the RE" 5.4 country mained | in 
the poſſeſſion of the Nabob z he having heard, that Lord Pigot was com- 
ing from England, made haſte to give his creditors and ſervants tankas upon 
that country. After Lord Pigot arrived from England, and was endeavour- 

ing to procure the reſtoration of Tanjore; he give many more tankas and 
towjees to Europeans and to his ſervants : the amount of theſe, and of the 
; ORF ſentto Him, waschacres 57040685. 57 7 or ſtar 9 2,1459727 7 · 


The money ſent to the Nabob, amounted to * Star Pagodas, 
cChacres, 3 . 00,0 "TD 
Amann . + © 46,1305 


The tankas given amounted to chaeres, 4.406; 555 27's 


CBEST 2104s, OT eh PANT © , 


of this lum ede tankas to Europeans ens, 


—— . 24 5844.35 
Tankas given to other people, of which I 


have no particular account, 3 $27,638,37+ 


— 


LS 


In all, chacres 3,300, 98 1. 1 1 
or fr pagodas — — — 1,40% 26. 


The towjees . to 161 5,292. chacres kam 77 
x TY + 


. ; be 


Tad * Tanks is an order for money on account of value received in f 3, &c. &c. 
Dees is an order for money perry hari of ſalaries, wages, &c. &c. pci, oY 


A&P P E ND 1 X. 
5 I CEE, 1 nn 
| ES Brought over, — | Star Pagodas, 1,4533 50 Er 


The following is the Account of the particulars. | 


Expences of the houſhold, — - Chacres 204, 120. 
Horſeman's pay (by thoſe are meant ſuch as 2 
rode their own horſes ) — — 53.402. 7% 
Allowance to dependant, — — 215,275.64 

Trooper's pay (by thoſe are meant ſuch as 
rode the Nabob's horſes) — — 485775 


Cavalry pay, — — 42, 218.375 
Writers, — — — 79, 343.7 17 
Seapoys, -_ —ͤ— 372,835 
Nagimenem.— CL 2386656817 
Attendants, — — 1 071 
Preſents, or Gratuitis — — 6,581. 872 
In all, chacres, 1629.292077 

Or ſtar pagodas, . — ks: 616.0; 


— 


** 


n — — 214497335 


The foregoing is an account of ſome part only of the tankas and towjees 
which were given, when Lord Pigot was uſing his influence with the Nabob 
to reſtore Tanjore. The Nabob, knowing that the kingdom would not 
continue with Him, was unbounded in his grants to Europeans and others, 
As the Nabob granted tankas and towjees, both before and after Lord Pi- 
got's arrival, I have not been able to diſtinguiſh ſuch people as received 
them at theſe different times. As the Nabob carried away the accounts out 
of the country and many of them were deſtroyed by the Mutſeddies; the 
above ſtatement was taken from ſuch accounts as have fallen into my hands ; 
if they are in any reſpe& defective, the errors will be cleared up, when the 
proper accounts are examined, The Nabob continued to give tankas upon 
the 88 country, until the Dobbeer Punt arrived at Arrialoor. 


The above is taken from the accounts in my poſſeſſion, tranſlated 
rom accounts ſent hither by the Rajah, . 


| Sauer ROSS.\ 


9 | N. B. The 


; A 


Letter from 
Colonel Stu- 
art to Lord 
Pigot. 


APPEND x 


N. B. The above account was tranſmitted from Tanjore | in chacres®, 
which I have exchanged into pagodas, as the other is a coin little known : 
the different calculations are made by people well acquainted with the rates 
of exchange; and 1 have literally tranſlated their accounts, and examined 
them according to the following table. : 


* 74 * 


10 Tanjore Fanams make k = ED 1 chacre; 
2 Chacres and 3; fanams, or 232 Tanjore EATEN 
nams, maks, — — 1 ſtar pagoda... 


; WILLIAM ROSS. 


2 =— 


Beſides this were given to 8 by the Nabob on tho We 
country, tankas to the amount of chacres 2,479,452. 8, or ſtar pago- 
das 1,055, 9 r. 


__ Pp 


7 
$ 
| M | 
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| Letter from Colanel Stuart to Lord Pigor. 


The Righ Honourable Lord Pigot, &c. 


Fort St. George, Auguſt 24, 176. 
| cee ee 7 &'Clock. . 


2 


% My Lord, | | 
As L am very imperfedtly inforined of the 02 which have led io fe- 


| **. honour conferred upon Me yeſterday, and not thinking my Self intitled to a 


<« ſeat in Council, as matters are at preſent circumſtanced, I hope it will 
<« be agreeable to your Lordſhip, to allow Me this day f to peruſe the Con- 


e ſultations and other papers paſſed in Council on occaſion of theſe unhappy 


differences. I doubt not but your Lordſhip will find this requeſt reaſon- 


« able; becauſe the practice of the ſervice gives ſuch PE to the 8 


« commanding the forces, from bis ſeat in Council. 


« J do not deſire to put your Lordſhip to the trouble of ordering copies 
« for my uſe. The Secretary need only point out to Me what is neceſſary 
« for My information; for I wiſh to act from information, ſo u to do My 


« duty to My employers according to my oath of fidelity, for the public 
ds = YAH; and with honour to my Self. 


« I truſt 


Or chuckrame. 


7 To- morrow had been written; was Fern, but ill viſible. 


A PPE NPD I X. 


te I truſt therefore. 5 your Lordſhip will be pleaſed to agree to this requeſt, 
11 before I am called upon to execute any public act * W 1 ve 


Of 


"the n to be moſt reſpectfully, 8 8 
| 865 My Lord, 5 2 44 1 | 7 
Four Lordſhip's 
% Moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 


| Syd, | ® JAMES STUART." 


| 

; 

. N. 
. x 


Orders fron Colmel Stuart 2 | Major Horne. | 


* To Major Horne, commanding the Corps of Artillery at the Mount.” Horne, 


<*.SIR, 
In conſequence of the powers veſted in Me for the public ſafety of the 
ſettlement, at this alarming criſis, I have ſecured the perſon of Lord 
Pigot, and have put his Lordſhip under the care of Captain Lyſaught, 


in order to be delivered over to Tou. Theſe are therefore to order 
You, Major Horne, to take the perſon of the ſaid Lord Pigot 1 into Your 
charge and cuſtody, untill You ſhall receive further orders from the le- 


gal civil government, in and over this preſidency of Fort St, George, to 

which, as to the Repreſentatives of the Eaſt India Company, or of their 
Court of Directors, We are bound W our 9212 of to 5 obe- 
dience. „„ 


if , 9 3 — 
1 I * x „ - 


« His Lordbip! is ee to M " A* view r your Selk, or of an 
Officer under your command... But he is not permitted to carry arms, 


nor to correſpond, or converſe upon matters, which in any reſpect con- 


cern civil or military buſineſs; and in caſe of refuſal to conform to this 


order, the letters are to be ſtopt, or the i A with whom 


ſuch converſation} is held. 


N. 


Orders from 
Colonel Stu- 


art to Major 


It is „edle to foggeſt to a perſon of your feelings; that Lord Pigot is 
to be treated with every mark of attention and: reſpect, ſuited to the ſitu- 
ation, which the preſent exigency of affairs makes neceſſary, His 
Lordſhip's family and ſervants are to be permitted to w and attend 
Him but the number limited at your diſcretion. 05 Bo 


* I. 2 6c Theſe, 


„ 
*. 


O. 


No. I. 


Conſtitution 


of the uſurp- 
ed — 
ment. 


Aen. 
74 ALE. + 
ZZ od R 
1 , 8. 
. Wo 0 Q i 
: * =D FI 
5 4 - 


4A PP EN DIR. 


„ These, Sir, are my orders and inftruftions to Yoo; which nothing 
* bur an order of Government, rn co ſuperote 


in any particular. 
* Given under my hand at Fort St, George this 24th Auguſt, 1776. 


Signed, „ JAMES STUART. 2 


By order of Government acting Commander in Chief of all the 


forces under the preſidency of Fort St. George, and alſo of 


« the garriſon within the ſaid Fort. os 


1 To Major Horne, to be delivered by C. Lyſaught, who is hereby or- 


« dered to take an acknowledgment in writing from Major Horne, 
* that He has received Lord Pigot into his charge, &c. 


M A true copy of the Orders delivered to Me by Captain 1 
Signed. MATH. HORNE.” | 


O. 


General Orders, and public Proclamation, whereby Mr. Stratton, &c. 
| have ah * en and Council. 


No I, 


Fletcher, Charles Floyer, Archdale Palmer, Francis Jourdan, and 
“ George Mackay, Eſqrs. of Council of Fort St. George. | 


The illegal, violent, and unconſtitutional conduct of Lord Pigot, 
t late Preſident of the Council, aided and aſſiſted by Meſſrs. Ruſſell, Dal- 
* rythple, and Stone, in breaking through the poſitive orders of the Com- 
« pany, have compelled Us, for the future welfare and preſervation of 
<« the affairs of the Company, to order Lord Pigot into arreſt, and to ſuſ- 


4 pend from the Company's ſervice the other three Gentlemen, until the 


% Company's pleaſure ſhall be known; and George Stratton, Eſq. being 
* the next ſenior fervant to Lord Pigot, is, agreeable to the orders of the 
Company, appointed Prefident, and is to be obeyed as ſuch, and all 


de dhe Officers and Soldiers upon this eſtabliſhment are hereby commanded 


to pay due obedience to our orders, figned by our Selves . 
3 


By George Stratton, Eig. Preſident, Henry Brooke, Sir Robert 


* 4 
L "Y * 1 9 
G er : * 
__ \ 7 . * - \ nts eh 4d * 
I * 9 4 ſy * * 
9 9 2 * 8 
2 


1 PE N D 1 K. e * 
. Coungl, bang th auly Je] Remi 9. 


nen pany. 


Signed, « George Stratton, « Archdale Palmer, 
| Henry Brooke. Francis Jourdan,. 
Robert Fletcher, « Come Foy... 
4 « Charles Floyer, 


. * | 
The government having devolved upon George Stratton, Sy the 
#* honours of the Coaſt are to be paid to Henry Brooke, 
« Eſq. * 


e Colonel Stuart is to take upon Him the charge and 3 the 
© army, and of this garriſon, during the indiſpoſition of Sir Robert 


Fletcher, who will, natwithſianding his illoeſs, continue to WM as third 
in Council. | 


% The Preſident and Council being, upon the report of Colonel Stuart, 
& thoroughly ſatisfied with the conduct of the officers and men compoling 
the garriſon, have empowered him to . che, that they ſhall meet 


© with a proper gratification.” 


U 


No. J L A No. Il 
Circular Letter. 


« The violent and illegal proceedings of Lord Shen ani Melts. Ruſ: Circular Let» 
& ſell, Dalrymple and Stone, having obliged Us to arreſt the perſon of 85 
« Lord Pigot, and ſuſpend the other three Gentlemen, We have named 
f George Stratton, Eſq. the next ſenior ſervant of the Company, Preſi- 
* dent of the Council; You are therefore ordered ta pay due obedience to 
1 Us, the majority of the Counell, being the only legal Repreſentatives of 


6 the Company. | We, &c. 


.« p. S. Encloſed is a copy of a proclamation to be pb at * 
ſettlement and its dependencies.” 


No. III, 1 | ED 


Proclamation. 


© In“ the name of His Majeſty, and the Engliſh nation, from whom Proclamay 
40 are derived the authorities and powers of the honourable the Eaſt India tion. 
%% Company, our conſtituents, We, the ſubſcribing members of their Go- 
 vernment of Fort St. George, and its dependencies, compoſing a ma- 


« jority-of 'the members f the ſaid Government, and therefore by law, w_ 
\ 


= 
” 
A 
2 


* 
* * ” 


. APP E N DI X 
de the expreſs orders of che company, being N hs We 


2 ene proclamation. = | eh 


43 


60 Whereas the Right 6 the aig Piet e Claud 


% Ruſſell, Alexander Dalrymple, and John Maxwell Stone, Eſquires, 


* members of our Council, have by various arbitrary and illegal acts, at- 
s tempted to ſuperſede in Us the authority of the Company, and to aſ- 
* ſume to them Selves the powers of this government, contrary to law, 
© and the orders of the Company; which can be demonſtrated to every in- 
« dividual by the following meaſures, which they have attempted to execute, 
* and which are entered on _ records of the Company. | „ 


24 Firſt, that the ſaid Preſident bas exprofly maintained, that He would 
© not put queſtions, moved by the members of the Majority, if He did not 


e cbuſe to do ſo; that He had a right to adjourn the Council, contrary to the 


* opinion of the Majority, as well as that by putting a negative to any reſolu- 
tion of a Majority, He can ſtop the execution of ſuch a reſolution : a 
« -ſyſtem which proves to the meaneſt capacity, that it is replete with the 
«« greateſt dangers to the community and exprefly contrary to the conſtitu- 
tion of the government veſted in the hands of more than one member. 
Thus, if an enemy invaded this ſettlement, and that Preſident choſe to 
oppoſe preparations for the public defence, it is evident, that the loſs of 
the ſettlement might attend ſuch powers in the hands of an ill-diſpoſed 
Preſident and further, if ſuch a ſyſtem was ſupported, and that a Pre- 
„ ſident veſted with Tuch powers, was detected in ſacrificing the public in- 


* tereſt to his own, it is clear, that no meaſure of detection or puniſhment 
could be carried againſt Him. 


Lal 


c 
cc 


“ Secondly. It had been reſolved, that Colonel Stuart ſhould be ſent 
to the command of Tanjore, and inſtructions had been recommended 
by the Commander in Chief; but the Preſident refuſed to put the queſ- 
tion for their being taken into conſideration. The Majority of the 
Council, who had before reſolved on the neceſſity of ſending Colonel 
Stuart, had 'no other mode left, excepting ſuſpenſion, but that of en- 
tering their opinions in writing, firſt, that they ought to be then conſi- 
dered, and next, that they were proper and full: and the Preſident re- 
fuſing to ſign them, the Majority, unwilling to come to extremities, 
further gave it as their opinion, in writing, that they ſhould be ſigned 
e by the Secretary. This the Preſident ſaid He thought would not he a2 
6 ſufficient authority for the Secretary, and in conſequence, as the Secre- 
* tary did not ſeem to think it ſufficient, with the unanimous agreement 
6 ak the Majority, an order to the Secretary to ſign it, by order of Council 
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* was written, Aden copied fair, and when ſigned by Mets. Stratton and 0. 
Brooke, was ſnatched by the Preſident out of Mr. Brooke's hands, and 
< the very ſame inſtant, the Preſident pulled out of his pocket a charge 
* againſt thoſe Gentlemen, for an intention to ſubvert the government and | 
* introduce anarchy, by ſigning an order to the Secretary without the con- 
« currence of the Preſident and Council. It muſt here be remarked, that 
** as Hetame from his cloſet Prepared, it muſt have been his intention to 
| «© ſeize the paper, as foon as it was ſigned by ag many of the Majority, as 
He wanted to get rid of. On this frivolous@ arge, He moved the ſuf- 
* pilion of thoſe two Gentlemen, and by excluding their votes, and voting 
* him Self, although He was the accuſer, by his caſting vote, He carried 
« the motion; and that although it was moved to adjourn the ya nap 
* previous to his putting his queſtion, He would not hear it, but proc , 
* ed, and as ſoon as he had effected his deſign, He adjourned the Council, 
Wor although the members of the Majority then ſtaid and refuſed to conſent | 
to it: an attempt, which, if by law or cuſtom it could have any effect, by 
. muſt have virtually ſuſpended his own authority, He being but part of 
nne government, which He attempted thus to ſuperſede. That He 
„ jiſſued in public military orders, the ſaid illegal attempt, as the act of the 
© Governor and Council; thereby attempting, in violation of every right 7 
and privilege of this conſtitutional CRE to oe a perſonal. 
| © power over the military. | 


ue + - 
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ec Thirdly, His having violently attempted to ſuperſede the whole au- 
* thority of Us, and of the Commander in Chief of the army, and en- 
« deavoured to compel obedience from all ſervants civil and military to 
* him Self and his aſſociates, as if He and They poſſeſſed legally and 
* conſtitutionally the authority inveſted by the Royal Charter, and the or- 
ders of the Company, in a "Mc, of the members of the govern- 
„ ment, which Majority, We, the ſubſcribing. an virtually and 
_ ** effectually compoſe. 


« For theſe weighty reaſons, no leſs clear, than intereſting to every in- 
« dividual, whether a ſervant of the Company, or under their protection: 4 
© Tt is hereby enaFed and proclaimed, that George Stratton, Eſq. is, ac- A 
4 cording to the orders of the Company, Preſident of the Councit and 
« Governor-of Fort St. George; and that the powers of Lord Pigot and 
« Meſſrs. Ruſſell, Dalrymple, and Stone, ſtand annulled, It is there- 
« fore ordered and proclaimed by the authority of the aforeſaid Preſident, . 
e and We the ſubſcribing members of Council, being the only legal Re- 
6 preſentatives of tile Company on this coaſt, that all the ſervants, civil 
« and military, do obey our orders immediately, and every ſervant failing 
« i oy dus, is held anſwerable by their commiſſions or ſtation, bac the - 
i “ ſervice 
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©. 4 ſervice of che Company: and it fs further edi ecue all ſervants, 
« civil and military, ſhall be indemnified againſt any oppreſſion or diſad- 


\ © vantages They may have ſuffered, or may ſuffer, by uſurped au- 
ve thority of the Right Honourable Lord Pigot and his aſſociates. 
Signed, „ George Stratton, &« Archdale Tame : 
© Henry Brooke, « Franeis Jourdalh: © . 
* Robert Fletcher, « George Mackay. 
« Chiles Floyer, l 


As it is proper, that, upon ſo intereſting a ſubject, the orders of che 
« Company ſhould be expreſly and literally ſet forth, We have directed 
. © the following ſtanding orders to be annexed to this proclamation. 


| © Whatever ſhall be W upon by che Majority, ſhall be eſteemed 

E c“ the order, by which each one is to act; and accordingly every indivi- 

% dual perſon, even the diſſenters them Selves, are to perform their parts- 
| © jn the proſecution, and in ſo doing they do their duty, and muſt not be 
2 8 cc blamed.” 

No. IV. No. IV. 

| Notary's let- Copy of the Notary's Letter, 
: ter. 
| 


« To the Officer commanding the Main-guard, Madraſs, 


« SIR, 
© I am directed by George Stratton, Eſq. Sir Robert Fletcher, &c. 
Gentlemen of Council of Fort St. George, whoſe names are affixed to an 
* atteſted copy (herewith ſent) of auletter by Me delivered this morning to 
* the Honourable George Lord Pigor, Preſident, &c. Claud Ruſſell, 
« Alexander Dalrymple, and John Maxwell Stone, Eſqrs. of Council at 


« Fort St. George, to ſerve the ſame upon You, of which You will 
« pleaſe to take notice; and am, * SIR, 


your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


Madraſs, 23d Auguſt, Signed, CHARLES BROMLEY, 


« Not, Pub.” 


